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PASTOR NATHANIEL:  Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: We have been studying on a series called “Tools for 
Climbing the Mountains of Life”. God simply instructed me to teach you and 
actually take the actual instruments and tools that are used to literally climb a 
mountain. From those tools and from those instruments came spiritual revelation of 
how we use the tools for climbing a physical mountain to climb and to scale the 
mountains that all of us face in life, because all of us will have challenges and 
mountains that we will have to go on and mountains of things that we’ll have to 
deal with. 
 
The first in the series of sermons was called “These Shoes Aren’t Made for 
Walking”, Sermon No. 5317. The second one is entitled “Chalk It Up”, Sermon No. 
5318. The third one is entitled “Map - Make A Plan”, Sermon 5319. And the fourth 
one was entitled “Buckle Your Seat Belts”, Sermon No. 5320. You can listen to all of 
these absolutely free at AirJesus.com. 
 
Today’s message is Message No. 5321 and is entitled “Superball or Bowling Ball?” 
As I talked with the mountain-climbing expert at REI, one of the largest sporting 
stores in the world, I was asking him to give me the details and the history and the 
mechanism of all of the tools that are necessary to climb a mountain. He went over 
each one of the tools, and he was showing me the harness and how the rope went 
through the harness and how you tied the knot, and as I said, “I want to buy some 
of all of the tools that I need to climb a mountain,” I picked up the rope and said, 
“Put this in a bag.” He said, “Wait a minute. This is not the kind of rope you need.” 
He said, “If you use this rope, it will kill you.” He said, “This is the kind of rope that 
you need.” 
 
I looked at the two pieces of rope, and I couldn’t see any difference in the ropes 
other than they were different colors. They looked to be about the same thickness; 
when I pulled on them, they looked to be about the same strength. I said, “What is 
the difference between these two pieces of rope where if I use this piece it will kill 
me and the other piece will save me?” 
 
Sometimes, people, there is a difference and oftentimes there is a subtle difference 
between one thing or another, and one thing will kill you and one thing will save 
you. As he began to explain to me the difference in the two types of ropes, I began to 
see some spiritual principles of life itself. 
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He said, “The first piece of rope that you picked up is called static rope. That will 
kill you mountain climbing. The second piece of rope that you picked up is called 
dynamic rope.” He said, “The difference is this. As you’re climbing a mountain, if 
you have static rope and you slip, lose your grip and fall and you are connected to 
your harness with this static rope, what will happen when you fall and the rope 
grabs you, the static rope will not stretch and give.” He said, “It’s solid; it has no 
elasticity to it. When it pulls, it does not budge, it doesn’t move; and if you are 
attached with static rope” -- and he said something that shocked me. He said that 
six feet is what is called in mountain climbing “terminal velocity”. He said, “If you 
fall six feet and you’re strapped with a harness and the rope grabs you and does not 
give, six feet is enough of a fall to break your back, your neck and to kill you.” I said, 
“Six feet?” I said, “Man, I’m over six feet tall.” He said, “If you fall six feet and that 
rope grabs you and does not give, it will snap your back.” 
 
We need, people, in life the ability to stretch and to give. Oftentimes we run into so 
many disasters and so many calamities simply because we are not able to stretch 
and to give when we go through a hard fall or a failure. Climbing a mountain sooner 
or later you will slip, and sooner or later you will fall. The rope is attached to the 
top; but it depends on how elastic the rope is as to whether or not you will survive 
the fall. If you are not resilient, if you do not have some ability to give, when you 
fall, when stuff does not go like you figured it would -- and do you know, people, how 
much stuff we do is stuff that does not go like we figured? We plan it one way and it 
turns out the next, and we have to go through this thing and have to go through 
some trial or go through some tribulation? You have got to be able to be resilient; 
you’ve got to be able to stretch, you’ve got to be able to give, or it will snap your 
back. 
 
That’s why we have to change from being under the law. The law was rigid, and 
that’s why no one could be saved with the law. First of all, no one could keep it. 
Under the law, you are going to fall. God has given me just a list of commands to do; 
there are only 12 of them. Do you know I cannot keep those things? Now, I can keep 
them for a season. I do alright for a week or two, and then something happens. 
Have you ever had a program that you were on and you had all this stuff to do on 
your program? You did good for a while. All of you say, “for a while”. 
 
CONGREGATION: For a while. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: See, that’s what happens to all of us. I am not shamed to 
tell you, I fall off the wagon every now and then! I’m just like the disciples. I am no 
better than Peter, James and John. They couldn’t stay on it. Jesus said, “Look, can’t 
you just stay awake for just an hour?” 
 
(Laughter.) 
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PASTOR NATHANIEL: They fell off! See, I realize, I am thankful that I am not 
under a static rope of law, because I would not make it. I just wouldn’t make it. 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen! 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: There are 613 laws in the Old Testament, 613. I have a 
problem just even remembering them all, much less keeping them all. 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: There’s too much stuff. You see, there are only two laws 
in the New Testament:  thy shall love the Lord thy God basically with everything 
you’ve got, with all our hearts, with all our minds, with all our souls and with all 
our strength; and the second is likened to it:  thy shall love thy neighbor as thyself. 
 
People, do you all know, I need some stretching even on those two laws? 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You know, that’s only two laws, and I can’t keep those 
two laws! 
 
Now, I know some of you are saying, “What?” I can’t keep those two! I love the Lord! 
But Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord with” what? What was that word? 
 
CONGREGATION: All. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: All! 
 
CONGREGATION: All! 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Now, I’m going just to be honest. I am just straight; I tell 
you stuff straight. I love God with all my strength. See, I just don’t, because all is 
just all! There are some times when my mind is not on God. It’s just not; it’s not on 
God. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: There are just some instances where my mind has drifted 
away from some stuff, and to be honest about it, there are some thoughts that flash 
through my mind that are not only not thinking about God; some of that stuff, you 
know, it is just low! 
 
(Laughter.) 
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PASTOR NATHANIEL: I have to grab myself. Do you understand that? I do! Now, 
there may be some other ministers out there and their minds are just all in the 
clouds and all they think about all day long are just the angels and all. But I'm 
going to tell you. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Nathaniel Bronner, Jr. has some thoughts that run 
through his mind; and some of them don’t just run through, they stop. 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: They stop right in the middle of my mind. So, I love God, 
but all my mind and strength and just all is just everything; I’m just not at all. If I 
had a static rope just on that one law, it would break my back. 
 
Then He said the second is likened to it:  thy shall love thy neighbor as myself. I 
don’t love my neighbor like I do me! That’s just all there is to it! I’ve got a good 
neighbor on my left-hand side in my subdivision, I have an excellent neighbor on my 
right-hand side, there’s a good neighbor across the street; but I don’t love my 
neighbor as well as I do myself. I’m working on that thing, but I just don’t! I haven’t 
arrived at that point yet. 
 
Now, see, you may love your neighbor as well as you do yourself. Some of you don’t 
even know your neighbor’s name! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You haven’t even gone over there to see if they need 
anything, if there’s anything you can do for them. You don’t love your neighbor as 
yourself! 
 
So just the two laws, I can’t even keep the two laws. It is something for me to strive 
for; but if I was under a rigid, unbending, unelastic … see, the dynamic rope that we 
need for salvation is grace and mercy. 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen! 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I need grace and mercy in every single area of my life, 
because I just have some issues! 
 
(Applause.) 
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PASTOR NATHANIEL: So when I have God’s love wrapped around me and when 
I fall, I need the rope to stretch a little bit, because I need some give! 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes! Yes! 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: God recognized that His people could not keep the law. 
He saw man, and they just sinned again and again and again. The Bible even says 
in the New Testament that if you are trying to keep the law and you break one of 
them, you are guilty of breaking all of them. And Lord have mercy! You know, I 
need some give. 
 
How many of you need some give? You know, you understand? Some of you don’t 
even need a rope; you need a rubber band.  
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You just keep a rubber band. God has to deal with His 
people with grace and mercy, because we fall, we fail, we disobey, we get off track. 
And if we don’t have some bend and give in the rope that holds us as we’re trying to 
make it up a mountain, we won’t make it. 
 
Jake Ehrlich, III has a quote that says, “So much of success in life has to do with 
how well you are able to bounce like a ball. Some of us bounce like a multicolored 
Superball, while others like a lead cannonball.” 
 
I just want to give an example of how we need to be able to bounce when stuff 
happens. This is a bowling ball; this is a Superball. Some of us when life’s problems 
hit us -- now, if you’re listening to me via AirJesus.com, you cannot see me; but I 
have a bowling ball in my right hand and a Superball in my left hand. I am going to 
let this bowling ball drop, and I want you to hear how some of us sound when we 
fail at things in life (thunk). We hit the ground, and we stay down. 
 
Now, this is the Superball (thud). The Superball bounces, and the key about a 
Superball, the harder the surface that the Superball hits, the higher it bounces. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Now, are we going to be like a bowling ball or like a 
Superball? Turn to the person next to you and ask them, “Bowling or Super?” 
 
CONGREGATION: Bowling or Super? 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Are you going to be like a bowling ball or like a 
Superball? I can guarantee you without fail, without doubt and without any fear of 
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being in error that you are going to have some instances in life where life will knock 
you flat. There will be some things that will occur in your world that you did not 
anticipate, and even if you did anticipate them, there will be some stuff that just 
happens. Some of it will be due to external circumstances beyond your control. Some 
of the stuff will be just doggone your fault! So you will have some instances where 
you will just mess up! It will have nothing to do with other people, it is just your 
fault. I’ve had some stuff that has happened to me that I just messed up! 
Sometimes, people, unfortunately, we will mess up, knowing full well we are about 
to mess up and still going into the thing anyway. That’s the difference between 
maturity and immaturity, but regardless of whether or not we know it, we still will 
go through the same phenomena and the same process. All of us will go through 
points in life where life will knock us to the ground. And the difference between 
whether we bounce back and bounce up high or stay on the ground flattened is 
going to depend on our attitude and on our mentality of whether we view ourselves 
as a Superball or a bowling ball. 
 
It will happen. That is guaranteed. But the response is up to you. You are going to 
have little falls, and you are going to have big falls. And how you handle a big fall is 
predicated upon how you handle a little fall. See, anytime you can’t handle little 
falls well, you can’t handle big falls well. 
 
If you’ve ever jumped out of an airplane or taken parachute lessons, they have a 
type of fall that they call a parachute-landing fall that you land on your toes, you 
roll over back on your behind and then on your back. So you don’t just plop; you 
kind of roll into the fall. Some of us even need to know how to fall when we hit the 
ground, so it will help us to be able to bounce back. 
 
One of the things that will be critical in your bouncing back is, first of all, to be able 
to see the positive in whatever happens. There is always something positive, if you 
can just see it. There is always a good side, even if the good side is just simply to 
say, “I know not to do that again.” 
 
Amen. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: There is always a good side, and the difference between 
those who bounce back and those who bounce high, those who bounce back are able 
to take a look at it, they’re able to see what has happened, and they are able to 
extract the good out of it and leave the bad simply as an expensive lesson for them 
never to repeat again. You’ve got to be able to see the good in whatever happens. 
 
The other thing that will be critical in how high you bounce is going to be how 
resilient your shell is. When some people hit the ground, they get what we call in 
modern vernacular “bent out of shape”. How many of you know people, when 
something happens to them, they get all bent out of shape? See, that’s the difference 
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between a ball that bounces and one that doesn’t. The ball that bounces will 
compress and immediately come back to its original form. If you can learn not to get 
bent out of shape about stuff, you’ll be able to bounce back a whole lot faster. Most 
of the stuff that happens to us is oftentimes a very short-lived thing, but we stay 
bent out of shape about it for a long time. Someone says something that hurts our 
feeling. Well, get over it. It took them about ten seconds to say it. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: We stay bent out of shape for ten years. So if we can learn 
how to get ourselves back in shape in a hurry, it will keep us and it will allow us to 
bounce back from things in life, and you’ll be surprised, people, if you can just have 
stuff bounce off you. 
 
I even remember with Reagan and Carter. Now, I liked Carter; but when Carter 
went into office, that man aged about 20 years in the 4 years he was in office. 
Reagan went in office and nothing bothered Reagan. The man looked the same 
when he came out of office as he did when he went in office. They called him “the 
Teflon President”, because it was like nothing stuck to him. The man just got back 
in shape instantly. 
 
People, you can handle a tremendous amount of load if you can stay resilient, if you 
don’t let this stuff get you all bent out of shape. You need to go and listen to the 
sermon that I preached called “So What?” and “So What?” deals with how to deal 
with a lot of the issues of life and just learn how to say “So what?”  
 
You also have to remember this. Whenever you fail, remember that you may fail at 
something; but that does not mean you are a failure. I have failed at a whole lot of 
stuff. I have even failed some academic tests before. But every time I failed the test, 
there was a good reason why I failed the test; I had not studied for the test. I failed 
some tests … but I wasn’t a failure. 
 
You have to understand the difference between failing and being a failure. A man 
who fails, it’s a temporary thing; a man who is a failure, it’s a permanent state of 
mind. So you can fail at some things, and you will. As a general rule, if you try to go 
into business, the average successful businessperson has failed 4.5 times before 
they succeed; but they bounce back. When stuff happens to you, remember, it’s the 
circumstance, it’s the thing; it’s not that you are a failure, but you very well may fail 
at some things that you attempt to do. But you need to become a Superball. 
 
I want you to understand another critical principle. There is a big difference 
between a bouncing ball and a punching bag. There is a big difference between a 
bouncing ball and a punching bag. When we fall and fail and hit the ground and 
bounce back, that is different. Some of us will get in situations where we are not 
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really at a bouncing ball; we are a punching bag, and we let other people beat on us 
and beat on us and beat on us and beat on us and beat on us. I’m not talking about 
just in a physical sense, but sometimes in a mental sense. And there is a big 
difference between a bouncing ball and a punching bag, and we need to be 
Superballs. But you can’t be Superballs in the natural. You need supernatural 
strength and power to do super things. 
 
See, it’s not by nature to fall and to bounce up. That’s a super-natural thing. And 
the only way you are going to be able to do that, and that is why Paul said, “I have 
been cast down, I’ve been persecuted, I’ve been beat, I’ve been torn, I’ve been jailed; 
I’ve been all these kinds of things , but still … ” See, it takes a supernatural because 
when something happens that’s negative to most of us, there is a tendency for us to 
get all depressed, all down in our spirit and just all bent out of shape. Paul said, “I 
can go to jail and still be happy. I can lose all I have and still be happy. They can 
chop my head off, and I will still with my head rolling down have a smile on it.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You see, there’s a difference in that kind of mentality, and 
that’s the way I think and that’s the way I feel. I feel that I could go through 
anything and still keep a good attitude as long as I can keep my spiritual focus and 
as long as I can keep my rope tied to the anchor up at the top. I can go through 
anything! 
 
CONGREGATION: Yeah! 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I have seen some folks who really can hardly go through 
anything at all. That is why so many of the superstars who have it all end up on 
drugs and committing suicide. It’s not a matter of what you have, it’s not a matter 
of who you are; it’s a matter of who you are tied to and the spirit that you have on 
the inside. If we can learn just to bounce with the blows of life, so many things in 
life will change for us, and we will do so much better when we can learn. 
 
If you ever check real, real successful people, you will find that the harder life 
throws stuff at them, the higher they bounce. You know, my father used to say, “A 
man with a few problems doesn’t get as much out of life as a man with a whole lot of 
problems.” He said, “So I’m having a ball.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And that was the way he viewed it. See, running a 
business, you just run across all kinds of things. I began to see my father’s 
mentality on how he viewed things, so he viewed things that when he had a lot of 
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issues and problems, he said, “That’s an exciting part of life, and it’s all a matter of 
how you look at it!” 
 
So when stuff happens to you, see, I am an adventurer and I am kind of a thrill-
seeker in a whole lot of ways, so I will go and do things that other people are kind of 
scared to do. But when you’ve got a whole lot of issues coming at you, “All right. I’m 
getting ready for a real rollercoaster ride now!” I’m the kind of person who likes to 
find the biggest, fasted and highest rollercoaster you can find. Do you know, I don’t 
need to look for those any more, because life has enough rollercoasters built in now. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: But your mentality in how you view things and the 
rollercoaster ride of life can make a whole world of difference in how high you 
bounce. 
 
Trust me, life will slam you to the concrete, and you can stay flattened. Some of us 
are like eggs. We get thrown to the ground, and we just splatter, because our shells 
are thin and so sensitive. Do you know if you are real sensitive, you are going to get 
splattered? If you are ultra-sensitive -- and you know some people who are just so 
sensitive -- there are some people that are so sensitive, you can’t even find out 
what’s wrong with them! 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You understand what I’m saying? “What’s wrong with 
you?” “Hmm-mm-mm.” You can’t even find out what’s wrong with them … 
eggshells. But when God gets inside of you, He makes you resilient; so no matter 
what the world throws at you, you can handle it, and you can bounce back; and 
when you bounce back, you are stronger than you were before you failed, because 
now you’re experienced. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So, people, we need to gear our minds to where we are 
going to be Superballs, not bowling balls. This ball is interesting. I went out and got 
this ball yesterday from West Georgia Bowling Center. I actually went in there to 
buy a bowling ball, and they gave me one. When I looked at it and I looked at the 
name on it, it’s Harold Christianson. I said, “This bowling ball has ‘Christian’ on it.” 
Do you know some of the Christians (thunk, thunk) … just like that? 
 
(Laughter.) 
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PASTOR NATHANIEL: Just like that. The bowling ball has the name ‘Christian’ 
on it. We have to learn how to bounce and how to go up high. When we have Jesus 
on the inside of us, there is nothing that the world can throw at us that we cannot 
bounce back from! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So If you’d like to listen to this message again, simply go 
to AirJesus.com. This is Message No. 5321. You can go to AirJesus.com and send it 
to a friend absolutely free of charge, Message No. 5321, “Superball or Bowling Ball”. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen, amen. I’m glad that didn’t crack the floor, because 
sometimes … 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: If your foundation is not strong and you drop a bowling 
ball, it will literally go through the floor. But when your foundation is strong, you 
can bounce back and you can handle anything that Satan and life can throw at you. 
Amen. 


