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God has been so gracious, and He has granted us so much that when we live in a 
spirit of thanksgiving, as in a sermon that I preached called “The Den of Thanks,” 
when we live in that place, we will find that life takes on an entirely different 
meaning and an entirely different flavor if we can learn to be thankful just for what 
we have. 
 
Bow your heads. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, I pray that upon this day that every word that I shall speak, 
even every gesture that I shall make, shall be of You. Lord, I pray that You take 
control of my mind and voice and spirit at this point, and I pray that You open the 
hearts and minds of the people so that they may receive that which You shall speak 
onto them upon this day.  In Thy Son Jesus’ name we pray, amen. Amen, amen and 
amen. 
 
Normally about this time, I would give the standard introduction of “Welcome to 
Brothers of the Word.” I am not going to do that today, because I am not really even 
certain that the message that I deliver today will even be aired on television, 
because it is a little bit different. I am dressed even different; I do not even have on 
a suit jacket, which I normally wear. I have no notes, no sermon outline, and this 
was one of the cases where God simply spoke to me and said, “Today you shall 
prepare no message; you shall have no notes.” If you remember the last time I was 
given that challenge, I was in Ukraine and I wouldn’t listen to God, and this big 
Russian tried to take out my sermon. So I learned from that not to be disobedient 
and just to trust God in His leading. 
 
Much of this message actually stems from the events of last Sunday, and there was 
a whole lot that occurred during the day and during the evening that I will expound 
upon as I speak to you today. So this perhaps may air on television or on 
TheOnLineWord, and it may just be for here; I do not know, because I am not even 
sure what all I am going to say. 
 
We had the Men of Vision meeting upon last Sunday, and my oldest son was there 
with me. As we were driving on the way home, he is a very inquisitive young boy 
and he asked a lot of questions. To be honest about it, some of the questions that he 
asked, I cannot even ask. My father always used to say you could tell the caliber of a 
man’s mind by the quality of the questions that he asked, and he asks me some 
questions sometimes that I am just stumped. 
 
I never will forget, once we were driving somewhere, and it was at night.  There was 
this big tower, and there were lights all up and down the tower. He asked me, 
“Daddy, why are there lights on the tower?” And I was flying an airplane at the 
time, so I was very familiar with it and I knew that any structure above a certain 
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height had to be illuminated so planes would not fly into it. So I puffed out my chest 
and told him, “Well, Son, the reason that the tower has lights on it is so that low-
flying aircraft, airplanes, will not crash into it. The lights light up and let them see 
that there is a tower there; therefore, they do not crash into it.” Then he said, “Well, 
Daddy, why do they have lights at the bottom?” I said, “Phew!” Sure enough, the 
tower had lights top, middle and bottom, and I did not know why they had lights at 
the bottom. 
 
Sometimes there are questions that children will ask, and once we were driving in 
the country. He saw a field of cows, and he asked me, “Daddy, what kind of colors do 
cows come in?” I said, “Son, they come in all kinds of colors.” He said, “Well, do they 
have purple cows?” I said, “Well, no, they don’t have purple.” He said, “Well, do they 
have orange cows?” I said, “No.” He said, “Well, do they have yellow cows?” I said, 
“No, they don’t have yellow.” He said, “Well, what colors do they come in?” Then 
when I really had to stop and analyze it, cows really only came in brown, black and 
shades in between. So there really were only about three or four colors that really 
cows came in, so I had revamp. 
 
From those experiences, I realized that when he asks me a question, I have to really 
think about it before I answer the question. He asked me the question, “Daddy, 
where do you get your sermons?” I had to think about it, because I know sometimes 
if you answer him with a question, he asks you another question about the answer 
that you just gave him; so I have to be careful on how I think and how I answer him. 
I said, “Son, do you know when you come into the room sometimes early in the 
morning, you notice that Daddy is down praying?” He said, “Yes, I see you praying.” 
I said, “Well, when I am talking and communicating with God, God will tell me 
what to speak upon.” I began to talk with him about that, and I began to explain to 
him that God is the source of everything. I just want to talk to you about just “The 
Source.” God is the source of everything. 
 
My wife at one point even became rather irritated with me, because she said, “You 
just think everything is spiritual.” I told her, “I sure do.” I said, “I don’t believe 
there is a single happening that happens on this plane, or any other plane. I do not 
believe there is a single thing that happens that is not spiritual.” If God has the 
very hairs of our head, each one with an individual number; if God has it down to 
that detail, He knows every grain of sand, every molecule and every grain of sand.” 
I said, “Every single occurrence that happens on this Earth is spiritual when you 
understand its true nature.” 
 
So, yes, I believe everything, everything is spiritual, and God is the source of all. He 
is the source of all, and in the source of all, we do have determining factors within 
that, because His Word says so. His Word says, “I will pour before you blessings and 
cursings.” He said, “Choose ye this day life or death?” He gives us a choice. He 
controls all, but we have a choice. How we determine that choice is why Jesus 
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referred to him as Father, and when you understand the nature of a real good 
father, I mean a real good father, when you understand the nature of a real good 
father, you begin to get a glimpse; you cannot comprehend even to a fractional 
degree the full glory and the full power and the full majesty of God, but you begin to 
get a glimpse of His glory and of His nature. 
 
I had a very good and a very wise earthly father. There are two things about God, 
two verses, that epitomize even my earthly father. First is the verse that simply 
says, “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” I was scared of my daddy. He 
was a nice man; but I knew that if I went down the wrong path, daddy would go 
outside and pull off one of those switches. This was at a time before you had all the 
legal stuff about you could not hit a child, and my daddy would have been locked up 
tenfold over if we still had that stuff in there today. 
 
So when you didn’t do what daddy told you to do after he told you over and over, 
daddy would just go outside, break off one of the green branches off of the tree, come 
inside, pull down your trousers and use it. Daddy had a plaque, it was a big board 
and it was called the Board of Correction that he had hanging up in the house. So 
daddy said, “If you cannot appeal to the head of a man, you’ve got to appeal to his 
hide.” That was daddy’s philosophy, and he believed in that; so I knew and I had a 
great respect and a certain degree of fear for my father, because I knew if I didn’t do 
right, he was going to get the switch or the Board of Correction. 
 
Yet on the other hand, I also had an intense love for my father, because I knew that 
there was nothing that my father would not do, there was nothing that he would not 
sacrifice, for the wellbeing of his family, his wife and his children. I knew that we 
were prime and we were foremost in his life. He had his slogan:  “God first, family 
second, business third.” 
 
So I had fear, love and admiration for my father. It is the same as I have for my 
Heavenly Father. I have a fear of God, because I know that if I don’t do right, there 
are consequences, Divine, spiritual and natural consequences if I don’t do right.  I 
also know that God is Love, that He gave His only begotten Son for my sins, that He 
made the ultimate sacrifice. So I know there exists, just as in my earthly father, 
discipline and sacrifice, love and respect and caring and protection, all of this rolled 
up into the Heavenly Father. And I understand that the difference between my 
earthly father and my Heavenly Father is the power that each one wields. My 
earthly father was, first of all, flawed and limited. All humans are flawed. My 
earthly father had limitations of power and ability. My Heavenly Father was 
unlimited and perfect. I believe without a question or a shadow of a doubt that all 
things are spiritual and that God controls all things; but He gives us a choice and 
the direction in which we shall go. 
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At our men’s meeting upon the last Sunday, at the men’s meeting we never have a 
format. We discuss whatever comes up; whatever the men have on their heart, no 
matter what it is, we discuss whatever comes up. The meeting last week turned 
simply to the names that we are calling, and everyone went around the circle, they 
gave their names and, if they understood the meaning of their names, then they 
told even what their names meant. 
 
My name being Nathaniel Bronner, I understood both my first and my last name: 
that Nathaniel, “Nathan” means “gift” or “given” and “El” means “God”; Nathaniel 
means “gift or given of God,” and Bronner is actually a German-derived name that 
means “dwellers by the springs.” I even explained that is why there is an inner urge 
in me even to live by water; and my name even calls it forth. The first and the last 
name have meaning. 
 
My son was sitting there, and he heard the meaning of his name. The next morning 
he came into the room; he had some deep questions. He said, “Daddy, what does my 
middle name, ‘Hawthorne,’ mean?” That is my middle name, because he is the third.  
The problem was, I didn’t know what “Hawthorne” meant, and I had to go look that 
up. 
 
So children can sometimes ask some real deep questions that parents sometimes 
aren’t prepared even to answer them. But we were challenged upon last week just if 
they did not know the meaning of the name which they were called, to know and to 
understand that name. 
 
In the Bible, even Nathaniel is in the Book of John, in the first chapter of John, 
around the 40th verse. There Jesus finds Philip, and Philip goes and finds 
Nathaniel and tells Nathaniel, “We have found the Messiah, the one who Moses 
talked about. We have found Him, Jesus of Nazareth.” Nathaniel said, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” And Philip said, “Come and see.” 
 
It was interesting that I looked and read about my namesake Biblically, and there 
were a couple of interesting things about Nathaniel. First of all, Nathaniel 
questioned the goodness of Jesus. Nathaniel was a man who questioned. It’s the 
same nature that I have. It is why I became a scientist:  I needed to know, I needed 
to understand, and still to this day I question just about everything in the natural 
that can be questioned. And Nathaniel, because of the history of Nazareth, said, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
 
You know, there are some places, and they have reputations, be they neighborhoods 
or be they schools or be they families. There had not been anything good coming out 
of that place, and you would wonder if someone told you that there was something 
good; there was some areas in Atlanta, and if someone told you, “Look, your blessing 
is over in there,” you would say, “Wait a minute. Can anything good come out of 
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that?” So this is what Nathaniel thought and what he said, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” And Philip, understanding the nature of Nathaniel, simply 
said, “Come and see.” 
 
When Nathaniel went to Jesus and when he met Jesus, Jesus said, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, a man in which there is no guile,” the only man I think He ever said 
that about in the Bible, period. What that means is, this is the man who has no jive 
in him. He is not going to fool you, he is not going to lie to you, he is not going to  
lead you on; this is a man who is going to tell you straight like it is:  “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, a man in which there is no guile.” 
 
Sometimes some of the problem I have is, I am just too straight and too direct. But 
it is the nature and it is even my Biblical namesake that I am going to tell you the 
truth as close to it as I can possibly understand it. Jesus looked at Nathaniel and 
said, “I saw you under the fig tree,” and when He said that and Nathaniel knew He 
was under the fig tree, He knew that Jesus was speaking from a supernatural, not a 
natural, knowledge; and then he recognized and said who Jesus was:  “Truly, truly 
Thou art.” Jesus told Nathaniel, “You will see much more than this.” He said, “You 
will see the heavens open up, and you will see the angels descending and ascending 
on the Son of Man.” 
 
That verse ended Chapter 1 in John. The very next chapter, it said:  “and Jesus 
went to a wedding feast. He went to perform His first miracle and to start producing 
the signs of which He would be known.” 
 
The reason I wanted to talk with you today is, last Sunday was an interesting day.  
I spoke fundamentally on dealing with we had to do right, and I talked about the 
cleaning that we would undergo. Peter, our audio-visual technician here, he came 
and gave a real direct charge. It was straight, it was tough and hard-hitting 
between the eyes. As I talked about it and as Peter talked about, some interesting 
things happened. As I went through the sermon, at the end of the sermon we had 
half a dozen people who came for salvation and for rededication. And C. Elijah 
closed the message with a benediction for that day, and it was the most powerful 
benediction he had ever delivered. It was not accidental. Even 90% of the time, God 
will speak and even tell me who to let close, or sometimes He’ll just tell me, “You 
close it.”  
 
Last Sunday, he said, “Let C. Elijah close it.” Even though I took the message called 
“Rivers in the Desert” from one of the messages that C. Elijah had preached called 
“Do a New Thing.” And when C. Elijah closed, he simply closed with the theme of 
the Mercy of God. There was a Divine Spirit that went through the place that just 
excited and released, and people cried; there was Something that you could feel, and 
everything was in absolute Divine order. 
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Later that day as I was editing the audio versions to put on TheOnLineWord, the 
audio-visual department will give me a CD that has the data file that has the sound 
file of the complete service on it. C. Elijah’s benediction was so powerful, sometimes 
what I would do if there is a closing that is really strong, I will take that closing and 
just make a separate message on TheOnLineWord, so people can click on it. So it is 
just separate, and that is what I was going to do. I edited first of all the sermon 
portion. And for those of you who have ever seen a sound file on a computer screen, 
it is just a big, squiggly line that just fills the screen. As I got to the part where I 
finished and we had people down for salvation, I simply said, “Those of you who are 
listening online, just go to Air Jesus and click for Prayer Request.” 
 
When I got to that point on the computer, at that point with my last word the sound 
file flat-lined.  It just went phew! I said, “What in the world?” and I called Antonio, 
who is the other sound technician. I said, “Antonio,  what happened to the sound?  
Did you notice anything?” He said, “No.” He said, “Everything came over the 
speakers fine; I didn’t see anything.” 
 
On Friday, I knew Peter would be here early. I called and talked with Peter. He 
said, “You’re calling about the sound-file drop.” I said, “Yes.” He said, “Yes, I noticed 
it, too,” and he said, quote, “it freaked me out,” he said, “because I saw the exact 
point at which it happened.” He said, “I was preparing to send it. I wanted my 
brother to hear it, and it dropped and nearly disappeared. It dropped so low that it 
looked like a flat-line; but I was able to take it. In the computer world, you can do 
all kinds of stuff with sound. I was able to boost it and I was able to bring it up 
where you could hear it; but there was all this hiss and static in the background. 
 
 
But I knew that it was, to put it madly, unusual. I asked Peter, “Peter,” I said, 
“what happened?” He said, “I have gone through the whole system, and I don’t 
know.” I said, “This is the first time ever that anything has happened with the 
audio or the video, and you have absolutely no explanation for it.” He said, “I have 
no explanation.” He said, “I do not know what happened.” 
 
The thing puzzled me, because I knew it was not accidental, not at the point at 
which it occurred. I knew it was significant, and I knew God was speaking. So I’m 
saying, “What are You trying to say with this?” That is what puzzled me, and it took 
me a while to get revelation upon exactly what it meant. 
 
Now, last Sunday, in particular, a lot of the focus was placed upon healing, because 
a lot of us have illnesses; as a matter of fact, I am going to say all of us do. There is 
no one within the sound of my voice right now who has absolutely perfect health. 
Everybody has something wrong; it just runs from the gamut of minor to major, but 
all of us have something wrong with these earthly vessels. 
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When Peter came up and made his declaration to you in his charge, there was a 
lady in the audience, and you perhaps heard it; Peter even had to talk louder, 
because she just went to crying out loud -- just boohooing, just boohooing. 
 
The lady was the mother of a member who recently died. The member’s name was 
Chris. Peter said, “Whoa!” The member’s name was Chris. Peter was making the 
appeal because his brother has cancer, whose name is Chris. 
 
So Peter began talking about his brother and how he had begged his brother to do 
right; but now his brother has this serious form of cancer, and he was saying how 
Chris had done, and the woman in the audience just began to break down and just 
began uncontrollably sobbing and boohooing, because she had just lost a son named 
Chris who had virtually the same form of cancer. 
 
As I listened and the thing began to come together, I began to see. I said, “Wow. 
Two Chrises, both with the same thing,” I said, “even the name is significant,” 
because “Chris” is “Christ” without the cross. I said, “Whoa! It is Christ without the 
cross; so it was a T and nothing but a cross; and when you put “T” on the end of 
“Chris”, you get “Christ.” So, it is Christ without the cross. 
 
A lot of the things began to come together as I began to understand, and God is the 
Source of everything. Oftentimes God does not give you the whole picture clearly.  
As you live and as you learn and as you grow, you begin to see more and more of 
truth, and if you’re open to it, you will see more and more enlightenment. As I 
began to see, I began then to understand why the sound file flat-lined as God began 
to deal with me. 
 
One of the things that I talked about even upon last week was that if you get in the 
hospital, you couldn’t depend on the preacher to come get you out. Let me explain 
that and kind of give you even some background and understanding upon that. 
 
I believe, first of all, in Divine Healing; but there is an unquestioned weakness that 
we have in clergy that we cannot fully fulfill what we are supposed to be able to do.  
I am a believer the first member in the church who passed away, who died and 
transcended to the other side was Caroline Hall. I remember when she passed 
away, I was the co-pastor at that time, and we were somewhere when we got the 
news. 
 
Gentlemen, do you all remember what my response was? Tell them what it was. I 
said, “Let’s go the funeral home right now!” They looked at me and said (laughing). I 
said, “We are supposed to be able to do this. Let’s go the funeral home right now!” 
Both James and Elijah said, “Hmm, I don’t know about now.” I said, “Let’s go right 
now!” See, it was nighttime, first of all; so it was night, it was dark! So finally I was 
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so insistent about it, I said, “We are supposed to be able to do this, and we need to 
go right now to that funeral home!” 
 
So we called the funeral home.  I said, “Do you have a young lady there named 
Caroline Hall?” They said, “Yes, we do,” and they said, “We have just gotten through 
embalming her.” I said, “They just finished embalming her.” They said, “That’s it, 
then; no way! Whoo, that’s it!” 
 
So I have always believed, and it is what God has spoken to me; He said, “One day, 
you will have the power to raise the dead.”  Now, I don’t know the full meaning of 
that. I do not know whether it literally means raising dead bodies or whether it 
means raising dead spirits; but I believe in the source, and I believe He has all 
power. But He said, “The power is not your problem, because that is not you 
anyway.” He said, “The problem you will have is to be able to handle the pride that 
comes along with the ability.” 
 
See, right now there is no one that I am aware of in the world who can raise dead 
folks. There is no preacher that can do it. If there was one on the scene who could do 
it, he would be thrust up so high so fast that most people could not handle it. Do you 
understand what I’m saying? God will not be able even to grant me the ability until 
my pride and ego can handle it. And that may sound like an easy thing. It may 
sound like something, “Well, Pastor, you ought to be” -- that stuff is not easy! And 
do you know what would happen?  Now, my television time is out; but like I said, I 
am not preparing this for television. Maybe that is why He told me, “Don’t even use 
a script today. Don’t have any notes.” 
 
It is a difficult thing, even if you were granted with power to able to keep your ego. 
And to be honest about it, people, I tell you right now, I cannot even handle it. I 
would be on television everywhere. People would be seeing me as I’d walk down the 
street. Do you understand what I’m talking about? That is why He said, “The 
problem is not the power, because that is Me. The problem is, your pride can’t 
handle it.” 
 
Sometimes God cannot even bestow certain things upon, you because you are not 
even ready for it. 
 
All of you say, “Pastor, hurry up and get ready.” 
 
So there is something about it, and it is just real. As I was reading over Jesus’ 
charge to the disciples, He told them four things. Even in just going over the 
Biblical references and the structure of healing, most of the Christian 
denominations do not even believe in it any more. They have seen it so little, they 
do not even believe in it any more. 
 



 - 10 -

At Dale, my brother’s, first church, when he moved to get his own church, they 
passed a decree; they said they never wanted another pastor there who laid hands 
on people. They did not believe it! So many of the denominations now, they do not 
even believe that it is possible any more. 
 
Yet I have had after prophecy after prophecy after prophecy about my being a 
healer, and I have told you some of those things. Even in my personal, before I was 
married and before I was a preacher, even in my romantic world, when I was with 
women, they got well. I mean, the thing is, it has been that way; I have known the 
gifts has been there all along. Just the reality of it has been there all along, but it 
operates on what I would call -- when Jesus sent out the disciples, He told them four 
things. He said, “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and cast out the 
devils.” 
 
Each one of them, the first three were all involved in healing -- cleansing the leper, 
healing the sick, raising the dead -- and each one got harder and harder. You see, 
healing the sick can be any kind of sickness. The difference in cleansing the leper is, 
it is external and you can see it. See, there is the difference and I have laid hands 
on people and I have had people tell me that stuff just happened to them; they had 
clogged sinuses and their sinuses popped open; pain; they had all that, but it is on 
the inside, you cannot even see it. The difference about cleansing the leper is, 
leprosy is an external sign. I have been to a leper colony; I went there in South 
America. You could only get there by riverboat. I walked through a leper colony and 
it was run by the church, and every leper who went there stayed there. Leprosy is a 
disease that withers the extremities, and you could see they were all withered and 
drawn and crippled. Leprosy, you can see very clearly from the outside. That is why 
when Jesus cleansed the lepers, He told them, “Go and show yourself to the priest,” 
because it was on the outside. 
 
So the first level of healing the sick, a lot of our stuff is inside and you cannot see 
when it gets well or not. If you’ve get back problems, you can’t see it; if you’ve get a 
headache, you can’t even see it. But there is some stuff you can see on the outside. If 
a man has been blind from birth and his eyes pop open, you can see that from the 
outside. That is the second level about healing is when you can heal people and you 
can see the stuff from the outside. 
 
There is a man right now on the main television station where we air who is blind.  
He plays the piano and he sings. I said to myself, “It looks like some of the 
preachers somewhere ought to be going out. This man is on the Christian TV 
station, and no one has the power to go down there and lay hands on him and open 
his eyes.” 
 
That’s why a lot of the denominations don’t believe in it. Even the last member that 
I went to see in the hospital, I remember praying over her. She had gone through all 
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of this trauma and tribulation and pain, and she told me, “Pastor, I don’t even know 
whether I want to make it,” it was just so bad.  I laid hands on her and told her, 
“Things will turn around in 24 hours.” She later told me, “Pastor, it was just like 
you said. In 24 hours, stuff turned around.” 
 
But that was stuff that you can’t see on the outside. That’s the first level; but that 
second level of cleansing the leper, other people can see it on the outside. The third 
level was raising the dead. That’s the real granddaddy is when you can go in and 
they have been pronounced clinically dead, pupils not responding all that; they are 
just dead. That is the real, real ultimate level of being able to heal the sick. 
 
So we have a power, but it is limited at this point. One of the reasons that I plead 
with you so hard is because I do not even want you to have to go through the phase 
of where we lay hands on you; and it even turns around in 24 hours, but you have 
already gone through all this stuff. 
 
That is what we are trying to do. What I want you to do, and not just in the area of 
health, it was the thing about last Sunday; it was centered on it, but it is in all 
these areas. All I’d ask you to just do like the pastors do. The pastors, we are 
conscious as I do not know what about health, because we know. 
 
My father had a heart attack when he was five years younger than me. My brother 
died 12 years younger than me. Even when my brother passed, he had gone to the 
hospital the day before that with pains in his chest, and they ran him through all of 
the diagnostics. I went there and prayed over him and laid hands on him, and he 
said he felt the peace of God wash over him. The doctors gave him a clean bill of 
health. 
 
I was walking out of the hospital, and James was there with me. James, do you 
remember what I told? I told you, “There’s something wrong with Darrell; I don’t 
care what the doctors say, because I feel it in my hand.” I said, “There’s something 
wrong!” A short while later, he was gone. 
 
God has granted us a limit amount of ability, and it can help you; but I have always 
told you, it is better to be kept than have to be brought back. That is the part I am 
trying to get you to and that’s what even the cleaning was all about:  it is better to 
be kept than to be brought back. 
 
I see it so much, and even with a lot, let me explain to you even why I understood 
why God changed the sound file from this, which basically talked about kind of the 
order and the obedience to this, which talked about the mercy. 
 
Let me give you an example. Let me tell you what mercy is just by the dictionary 
definition, which is the same as the spiritual definition. “Mercy” is “compassion or 
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leniency to an offender.” Let me give you a good example. You are driving down the 
street in your car. The speed limit says 35; you’re going 50. The police pull you over.  
He says, “I am just to give you a warning this time.” That is mercy. If you are 
driving 35 in a 35-mile-an-hour zone, and the police is there with the radar and you 
go by him and he does not give you a ticket, that is not mercy; that is justice. 
 
You see, the laws of blessings and cursings, that is justice. Mercy is when you have 
violated in an area, and you are granted not to pay the full penalty for that 
violation. 
 
“And His mercy endureth forever,” that is over and over and over in Psalms. David 
wrote that. David knew of the mercy of God, but let me give you that whole 
situation. David was perhaps the greatest of the kings; he was the greatest of the 
warriors. The Bible says that David was a man after God’s own heart. But David 
slept with Bathsheba, another man’s wife, and then had Uriah, her husband, killed 
on the battleground . So he was guilty of both adultery and murder. 
 
The Prophet Nathan came to David and gave David a parable about a man who had 
a lot of sheep, and yet there was another man who only had one sheep, and the man 
with a lot of sheep took the one sheep that the other man had. David said, “That is a 
horrible thing! Punish that man to the full extent of the law.” And Nathan said, 
“Thou art the man.” 
 
David went through turmoil after turmoil because of that. His first child that came 
from that union died, and David went to sorrow and suffering. The sword never left 
his house. His son rebelled, had to kill him. It brought turmoil, and that is what it 
says. It says, “Because you have done this, the sword will never leave your house.” 
 
Now, understand this. The penalty for what David did was death, because murder 
of another man or adultery, both of those under law were death! So David 
understood that by all rights, he should have been killed. So mercy was that he did 
not have to pay the full price for what he did. 
 
See, even if you are driving now at 50 and you get pulled over, you lose time, you get 
scared as I don’t know what, because the minute you see the blue light, you go, “Oh, 
my goodness!” So you are still going through something; but if you do not get a 
ticket, you do not pay the full price! 
 
So what I am trying to do, that is why God wants us to focus on doing right to start 
with. See, the more you do right, the less mercy you need; do you understand that? 
The more you do right, the less mercy you need. The more you do wrong, that is why 
when Mary Magdalene just fell down, and all, Jesus said, “Look, this woman has 
been forgiven much; that is why she is so thankful.” 
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Basically, mercy is when you are not punished fully for doing something that you 
should have done or doing something that you shouldn’t have done. That is basically 
what it is. 
 
So when you read His Word, God has always tried to lead us into doing the right 
thing to start with. I have even seen even in the healing, I mean, I have just had 
some experiences. 
 
The second person in the church who died was a young lady who wasn’t even 30 
years old; cancer again. I remember going to her apartment and I walked in, and 
there on the mantle she had a whole shelf of just medicine right on the mantle that 
she was taking. 
 
I sat down and prayed, and I told her, “This is what God says concerning your 
healing,” and I said, “If you will do this, God will heal you.” I said, “Write down on a 
piece of paper all of the people that you harbor unforgiveness and any ill will or 
animosity towards, and seven times each day you must say out loud that you forgive 
them.” I said, “If you do this, God will heal you.” I said, “That is what He spoke to 
me.” 
 
I called her a week later and said, “How are you doing on the list and those seven 
times a day?” She says, “Pastor, I haven’t done it.” 
 
Believe me, I have gone up against this time and time and time again, and that is 
why even I preached the sermon before about the heavy weight of unforgiveness. 
God said, “Look, if you don’t forgive those who trespass against you, I can’t forgive 
your stuff!” And she would not do it, and there was something about it. That was 
probably the thing that made her sick in the first place; God was trying to get it out 
of her, and she just wouldn’t do it. Sometimes I just wanted to cry almost. I said, 
“Look, it does not cost you anything to do this! All you have to do is write it down, 
and then all you have to do is just say the thing seven times.” I said, “It is not even 
hard!” But she would not do it! 
 
Even in the Bible when Naaman was healed of leprosy and Elijah told him, “Look, 
go and dip in the Jordan seven times.” He did not want to dip, because he said that 
was a nasty river! Sometimes we do not want to do what even is Divinely given to 
us to do that will bring about a supernatural; but oftentimes God will give us 
something that we’ve got to do. He says, “I am going to grant you all this mercy; but 
you at least need to do this to try to get yourself back. You do this!” 
 
The Prophet told me when he was here in, I think that was 2001. He said, “You are 
going to develop a cure for cancer.” It was one of the most outrageous prophecies 
that I’d ever heard; but I didn’t ignore it because of everything else he said. Well, it 
wasn’t the most outrageous; the most outrageous was when he told me I was going 
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to be pastor of a church 17 years earlier. That was the most outrageous. So he was 
standing there telling that to the pastor of the church, whom he had told 17 years 
prior it was going to be; so I at least did not fully discount it. 
 
Anyway, long story short, the cure is developed; God gave it to me. I have given it to 
several people. The problem is, folks will not follow it. There was a man who came 
to the Weekend Word, and after service he came to me and said, “Pastor, God 
directed me to come here.” He said, “I have cancer.” I said, “Well, Man, you’re in the 
right place, because I’ve got a cure.” See, you don’t have a problem if you’ve got the 
problem and a man has the cured; so you really do not have a problem. You got a 
problem when you got the problem and there is no cure for it. I said, “You’ve got 
cancer, I’ve got the cure; so you really don’t have a problem.” 
 
I got all the stuff together for the cure, had it all written and gave it to him. I said, 
“You do this. It is 49 days.” I said, “You follow this.” 
 
The man came back the next week. One of the things in the 49-day cancer cure -- 
and each week you add a new thing for a total of seven weeks -- one of the things is, 
you have to eliminate from your intakes two things that you know are detrimental 
to you. He said “I haven’t got anything to eliminate.” I said, “Huh?” He said, “I don’t 
have anything; only blah-blah-blah do I need to get rid of.” I said, “Man, if you don’t 
have anything, you are the most unusual man walking on Earth. I told him, “You’re 
married, aren’t you?” He was an older man; he said, “Yes, I am.” I said, “Ask your 
wife, she’ll tell you. She is going to have a long list. You just ask your wife.” 
 
The thing is, he had cigarette smoke on him. Now, I did not mention it because he 
knew it! See, if a man has cancer and he is smoking, you do not have to tell the 
man; do you understand what I mean? I did not have to tell him, he knew it! 
 
He came back after the 49 days and said, “I have completed it.” I said, “Did you do 
everything?” He said, “Oh, yeah. Yes, sir. Yes, sir.” I said, “What about the two 
things that you were supposed to eliminate?” “Yes, sir. Yes, sir.” I said, “Do you 
smoke?” because I could smell it on him. He said, “Well, I stopped that.” I said, 
“When?” because the stuff was on him! He said, “I stopped that a few weeks ago.” I 
said, “Now, why is this man thinking that he can fool God?” It is not a matter of me, 
because it is not my power. I said, “Why is this man sitting here, standing here, 
lying to me. I am smelling the smoke all over him; and even if he had quit two 
weeks ago, smell doesn’t stick on you that long.” So I’m saying, “Why is this man 
sitting here lying to me? Who is he trying to fool?” 
 
So the problem that I have found with the 49-day cancer cure is that people won’t do 
it. And oftentimes even when God sends a Divine Healing -- for those of you who 
want to know what it is, you can go to Air Jesus.com. On the lower left hand, you 
will see a little link that says Related Links; just click on Related Links, and it will 
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take you. The website is The49DayCancerCure.com. I have only had two people that 
have gone through the program, and one of the people who went through it didn’t 
even have cancer; they had lupus. And when they finished, they said their lupus 
had virtually disappeared. I said, “Well, look, God didn’t tell me about lupus; it’s 
cancer.” But they had so much faith in it, they went through it for lupus. 
 
So the part and the point of where in everything I am trying to say is that there is a 
definite part for us to do now. Mercy comes because none of us can do what we are 
supposed to. That is just the bottom line. Old and New Testament, I don’t care 
whether you are talking about the Old Testament law or the two New Testament 
laws:  none of us can do what we are supposed to. All of us fall short. That is why we 
need mercy. 
 
All God wants you to do is the best you can. That is where we fall short. Even the 
disciples said that with Jesus. Do you know, when they told the young, rich ruler to 
give up all his stuff and come follow him, the disciples looked at Jesus and said, 
“Lord, Master, who then can be saved?” What they were saying in a nutshell is, 
“Who in the world can do all this stuff?! We can’t do it; who can?” They didn’t say, 
“Who besides us?”; they said, “Who then can be saved?” Most of Jesus’ disciples left 
Him. He has 70-some-odd disciples. When He came out with those hard sayings, He 
said many of them left and did not even come back. and He turned to the 12 and 
asked them, “Are you going to leave, too?” Read it! 
 
They could not stay with Jesus, and they were walking with Him; that stuff is not 
easy. We are going to fall short, and that is where you need the mercy of God. You 
are going to fall short. 
 
God has given me 12 little commands to do every day, and I do good for a couple of 
weeks and I follow all those things; but the thing about I recognize is this:  when I 
am doing what God tells me to do, my whole life changes! I feel better; my spirit is 
better; stuff around me seems to work, and I know it! See, I see the correlation with 
how my life changes when I am in full obedience. But somehow, I just can’t. Do you 
understand this? Can you relate to that? I just slip off! I get tired sometimes from 
the time I go to bed, I am supposed be in the bed by 11:00 and up by 5:00. Now, He 
gives me one day a week that I am free of the commands. I have one day of rest, but 
six days a week. So if you see me out, you all know that is my day of rest, just so you 
know that. 
 
But I have the hardest time just even getting in the bed at 11:00 o'clock, because I 
have stuff to do. All of you say “stuff to do.” I have stuff to do. So sometimes just to 
be in the bed every night at 11:00 o'clock, I have stuff to go, I got bogged down. And 
then if I don’t get in the bed on time, it is hard to get up at 5:00 in the morning. If I 
am in the bed at 11:00, I wake up 5:00 on the nose with no problem. If I fool around 
and get in the bed late, I wake late; then I have to get my hour of study in a day. 
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He said, “One deviation leads to another.” So I don’t do one thing, and another gets 
off whack. So it is hard for me to stay on the stuff that God has given me to do; but I 
recognize and I know there is absolutely no doubt, I have not even a shred of doubt 
that if I do the stuff, all of my life is just better and it just runs smoother. The 
problem that we have, and it is a problem we all have, God knows I need mercy. I 
just do. My wife sometimes when I tell her this, she’ll say, “But you are more 
disciplined than anybody I know.” I say, “That is not the point.” See, you don’t 
compare yourself with other people; you have to compare with what God has lead 
you to and what you need to do. I do not compare myself with other people, because 
a whole lot of other people who may be compared to me may be busting Hell wide 
open. I can’t compare myself. I am serious! 
 
So don’t you worry about trying to compare yourself with other people. You have to 
do what God has lead you to do. God knows what equipment and what strengths He 
has given you. Don’t worry about what someone else has. 
 
So I saw why God amplified. God wants us to be obedient to His Word, and the more 
obedient we are, the less mercy we will need, simple as that, because, people, I can 
just tell you, even though God is merciful, you do pay a price for disobedience. He is 
merciful, but sometimes you’ve just got to go through some stuff that I just don’t 
want you to go through. I love you, and it really hurts me. I just do not want you to 
go through this stuff. I see it over and over and over and over, because I can see it in 
the mirror. 
 
You know, sometimes when you deviate one time and you pay the price, it looks like 
people ought to learn. Some of this stuff is plain. 
 
We just left Costa Rica, all of the brothers together, and I stayed in the room with 
James. I told James, I said, “My body is in pretty good shape. I’ve only got one 
problem with my body.” I said, “I have pain in my shoulders.” He said, “Well, no 
wonder you have pain in your shoulders. You’ve got that big old computer bag that 
you take with you everywhere with a backpack strap, and the thing weighs about 50 
pounds. It is heavy!” He said, “If I carried that thing for a day, my shoulders would 
hurt.” He said, “No wonder you’ve get pain in your shoulder.” He said, “You need to 
let the computer bag go; just let it go for a while and see what happens.” 
 
So when I got back, I prayed about the thing and God said, “Take half the stuff out 
of your computer bag.” I was driving to Staples to get another satchel so I wouldn’t 
have something that would be on my shoulders, and He said, “Go to Lennox.” 
 
I turned around, I went to Lennox, I walked in the store and there was a bag. He 
said, “That’s the bag.” I went and looked at the price; the thing was $500. I said, “I 
don’t want to pay $500 for a bag!” He said, “That is the bag.” So, this is the bag. 
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Now, I told James “James, God told me to take half my stuff out of my bag and get 
myself a lighter bag.” He said, “Some of this stuff, you ought not need Spirit to 
know! You’ve got pain in your shoulders. You’re lugging around a 50-pound bag, 
walking with it every day.” He said, “Some of this stuff, you ought not to need Spirit 
to know. That ought to be just plain common sense!” 
 
Now, that is why I said Nathaniel was a guy with no guile; I’m just telling you this 
stuff straight. I have issues, too. 
 
And I kind of knew that. Now, let me ask you a question just honestly. How many of 
you have stuff that is causing pain in your life right now, and you know you need 
whatever it is; you’ve got stuff and it is causing pain in your life right now, and 
there is some stuff that you know you need to let go and lighten up or get rid of; you 
know it is causing you pain? You do not need God to tell you that, and that is what 
James was saying. He was saying, “You shouldn’t have needed God. Your shoulders 
are aching, you have a 50-pound bag and you walk everywhere with it, wondering 
why your shoulders hurt.” 
 
Sometimes even the people who think they are wise are stupid and cannot see plain 
stuff in front of them! So, people, it is real, and I have the issues like everyone else 
who is in the flesh. That is why asked the disciples said, “Lord, who can be saved?”  
And Jesus said, “With man, it is impossible. But with God, with the source ...” 
 
So, people, we still struggle through this life, we struggle through things. In every 
facet of my life from business to personal, I see the hand of God. Every turnaround 
has been a spiritual infusion. But yet, even though it has been a spiritual infusion, 
we have had to be in natural correct order. 
 
There were some things that you know in the natural order of things. In other 
words, you’ve got to get the backpack off that you know is causing the pain. And 
there are some things that you know that will destroy your body; there are some 
things that you know will destroy your finances; there are some things you know 
that are not good for your spirit. You don’t need a booming voice from Heaven or you 
don’t need a Brother of the Word to tell you. You know it already! 
 
When you don’t do that which you know, that which you know God has ordained, 
mercy will help ameliorate the penalty; but you still have a penalty, if it’s nothing 
more than just going through the turmoil of having to deal with when you are going 
to get delivered from this thing. 
 
So, people, I just come to you today even to give you just a range of incidences and 
things, to listen, to do that which you already know in all the areas of your life, and 
so many of you have areas of pain, and yet you know the cause of the pain. 
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But I was so comfortable with my bag; I really was. I mean, I was just comfortable 
with the bag. I put it on my shoulders every day, and oftentimes if I am going a 
short distance I slung it over one shoulder, which doubled the pressure. I was 
comfortable. See, most of us, people, we are comfortable with our pain. We are 
comfortable with what causes the pain, and that is why sometimes the Spirit can 
stir you; other times, you have to be shaken. Like James Bond says he likes his 
martini. He says, “Shaken, not stirred”? Sometimes we have to be shaken, not 
stirred. 
 
When God shakes you, people listen, and you will know it in your guts. See, when 
truth hits you, you just kind of know it in your guts. I thank God that He is a 
merciful God; but you can avoid so much of the turmoil and the pain. It was C. 
Elijah’s most powerful benediction, and it may have been his most powerful five 
minutes of ministry. 
 
I can tell you right away what my most powerful was. Nothing else has ever come 
close. I was preaching the Weekend Word. I put on the song “For the Love of Money” 
by the O’Jays. I walked in, I had a stack of $5 bills, and I started passing them out 
to everyone who was here in the audience. It took me 10 minutes to calm the people 
before I could preach. I mean, folks with that $5, they were holy-dancing out in the 
aisles; they were jumping up and down; they were shouting. It took me 10 minutes 
to calm the people, so I could begin preaching. 
 
That was my most powerful moment in ministry, because it represented the easy, 
free path that is what everyone wants. I’ve got news for you: I want it. I really do. I 
want stuff as easy as I can get it. I want it myself. So it is a natural to the human 
nature. But that was my most powerful moment in ministry, when I presented the 
free and the easy path. 
 
Jesus said, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” But the disciples said, “Lord, 
who then can be saved?” 
 
We need His mercy, but we need God’s obedience. Understand the balance of them 
both, slow down, stay in a speed limit. The more you do that, the less mercy you will 
need and the less trouble and pain you will go through. 
 
I’m going to ask C. Elijah to close us. I don’t know how far over time I am today, but 
sometimes there is just a need of things. Somebody today needed this; there is no 
question in my mind. 
 
People, I want to see you healthy, I want to see you prosperous, I want to see you 
happy, I want to see you saved; I really, really do. I am working on me. I am going 
to try to work on whatever is necessary so God can put within me and on me 
whatever is necessary; but I know I’ve got a battle with that this. I am not going fool 
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you about that; I’ve got a battle with some stuff. It is not easy to deal with any of 
the spiritual stuff, but God has given us everything we need to do whatever we have 
to do. So you can do it, even if it is difficult. He gives you the extra, the mercy, the 
grace; where your strength ends, His begins. But you’ve got to try. 
 
The lady I gave the list to say seven times, she didn’t even try it! And often God 
can’t do anything if you don’t try. 
 
So, people, you know, and you know what part of this message particularly related 
to and touched you. As I said last Sunday, 80% of it is in the decision to do. And 
once you truly, truly, truly decide, you are halfway to your goal. 


