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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Today, I want to speak to you from the subject of “The Seventh Dip.” It is the story 
of Naaman the leper, and you’ve heard this story perhaps countless times before. I 
am going to give you just a brief paraphrasing and a recap of the story. 
 
Naaman was a Syrian. For those of you who do not know, Syria is a country in the 
Mideast. I have never gone to Syria, but I have been next to it. I have been to Israel, 
and driving along the coast in Israel, there is a barbwire fence that separates the 
border of Israel from Syria. Right now, the two countries are really not on very 
friendly terms, and Naaman was a Syrian. Even Jesus mentioned this over in Luke, 
Chapter 4, beginning at the 24th verse. Jesus said:  “And He said, Verily I say unto 
you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a truth:  many 
widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; but unto none of 
them was Elijah sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a 
widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of 
them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in the synagogue, when 
they heard these things, were filled with wrath ... ” 
 
Let me tell you why they were mad. This is what Jesus said in a nutshell to all of 
the Pharisees and the scribes and the Sadducees and the preachers of that day. He 
said, “Look, in the old days when there was great famine along the land” -- famine is 
the modernday equivalent of an extreme depression. People were hungry, they were 
starving, they had no sustenance, they couldn’t eat. They were broke, busted and 
disgusted. It was a time of just extreme economic strife. Have you ever been in 
extreme economic strife? Jesus said, “In the days of the famine, which swept the 
land for 42 months,” He said, “there were a whole lot of widows in the land of 
Israel.” He said, “Only one widow in Sidon” -- Sidon is a city, it is the largest city in 
the country of Lebanon, not Israel! He said, “Only one lady, and there’s a whole lot 
of folk were going through famine, a whole lot of folks where broke, a whole lot of 
folks were starving in Israel; and only one widow was the Prophet sent to, and that 
widow was not in Israel.” Made them mad as they could be. 
 
And He said, “And there were a whole lot of lepers who were in Israel; and only one 
leper was cleansed, and that leper was in Syria, not Israel!” That made them mad 
as they could be. 
 
You have to ask yourself, “Why did Jesus even bring this out, that all of the people 
who were in poverty, all of the people who were sick, the only ones who were healed 
were not even in Israel; they were not part of the chosen, they were not following 
the one true God? God sent somebody over in Lebanon and someone over in Syria to 
heal them and left the folks in Israel broke and sick.” 



 
That is heavy, and it made them as mad as they could be for Jesus to say what they 
knew was true:  because it was there written in the Scripture, so they knew it was 
truth. But oftentimes, we do not want to face the truth. God shut up the heavens, 
starved the folks, and the only salvation He sent was to a people of another land; all 
those folks sick in Israel, and only Naaman, a Syrian, got healed. 
 
I want to talk to you today from the subject just even dealing with Naaman and 
dealing with his story of “The Seventh Dip.” Now, for those of you who are not 
intimately familiar with the story, Naaman, a Syrian, was a mighty man of valor; 
he was actually captain of the army in Syria. He had all this stuff, but he was sick 
with leprosy. I have been to a leper colony over in South America, and leprosy of 
that day was a terrible disease, not because the disease was so bad; but it was 
because it made you a complete outcast in society. 
 
So here Naaman was an important man, but he was a leper. He had a slave girl in 
his house who was a handmaiden to his wife, and it was a slave girl that they had 
captured from war out of Israel, and she told Naaman’s wife, “There is a Prophet 
over in Israel who can heal your husband.” 
 
Now, Naaman was not particularly friendly with the people in Israel, because he 
was captain of the army who had done raids on Israel. But, you see, people, when 
you hear of a possibility of getting healed of something that you can’t get healed of 
any other way, when you have suffered a scourge in your body, a scourge in your 
life, something that has bore you down and had  you down, had you beaten and 
downtrodden, after what you would’ve gone through, any kind of cure from anybody 
starts looking real good, because all of the doctors in Syria had said, “There is no 
hope for you, Naaman.” Not only do you have this disease; but when you have 
leprosy, it gets continually worse. So they said, “Not only are you not going to get 
any better ... ” When you are in a situation where your life and stuff around you not 
only does not look like it is getting any better; but from all of the logic and from 
what everyone is telling you, it looks like it is going to get worse.” 
 
So this was the position that Naaman was in. So when the young mistress told his 
wife, “Look, there is a Prophet over in Israel who can heal your husband,” Naaman 
went to the king and said, “Look, King, there’s a man over there who can straighten 
me out. Now, we may be at war, we may have some issues with him; but I need to 
go see about this man, because this man has something that I desperately need!” 
 
The king of Syria then got up a whole lot of money and sent a whole lot of money 
with a letter to the king of Israel. In the letter, he said, “Look, my servant, the 
captain of my army, has leprosy, and I am sending all of this stuff for you to heal 
him.” 
 



When the king of Israel got the letter and got all the money, it said the king of 
Israel just rent his clothes , because he said, “Am I God?!” He said, “I can’t heal a 
soul! I can’t help this man. I cannot. Do I have the power of life and death?” And 
here, the king has sent all this stuff -- he sent 6,000 shekels of gold and 10 talents of 
silver and a lot of clothing and all this, sent all this stuff over there -- to the king of 
Israel, and the king of Israel said, “Is this a ploy? Is this a trick? Is this man just 
trying to make war on me, sending me all this stuff, knowing good and well I can’t 
heal? How in the world does the king of Syria think I can heal his man, and the 
man know doggone well there’s a lot of sick people over here?! So how in the world 
does he think I am able to heal his man’s leprosy, when I can’t heal my own folks’ 
leprosy?” 
 
This is what was going through the king of Israel’s mind. It just had him worried, 
because he felt it was just a ploy for Syria to invade his land and to make war on 
him. Then the Prophet Elisha came and said, “I can heal the man.” 
 
See, people, when you are in some tough situations, when anyone comes to you and 
says, “I can solve your problem. I can solve your problem,” there is a relief that 
occurs. There is a load that is lifted off you, even when the thing is not done yet, just 
for someone even to say, “I can fix it.” You’ve still got every problem you ever had; 
but if someone just comes to you and just tells you the words, “I can fix it,” there is 
just a whole lot of burden that is just relieved off of you. 
 
Elisha said, “I can heal him,” and Elisha sent word to Naaman:  “Just go and dip in 
the River Jordan seven times, and you shall be cleansed.” 
 
Naaman got mad. Naaman said, “Why should I go and dip in there?” First of all, he 
got mad, because Elisha did not personally come to see him; that was the first 
problem:  he got mad because he didn’t come personally. He said, “What is this man 
doing, just sitting? Do you know who I am? Do you know who has sent me to you? 
Do you realize I am the captain of the king’s army? I come here for help, and you 
don’t even have the decency, you don’t even have respect enough, to come and see 
me face-to-face; you just email me?!” That is basically what he said:  “You don’t even 
have the decency to come see me face-to-face; you just sent word, telling me. And,” 
he said, “aren’t there better rivers than the River Jordan, that nasty, muddy river? 
There are plenty of rivers better than that. You want me to go and dip seven times 
in that nasty, muddy river? I’m just mad; I’m too proud for this! I’m not even going 
to do that!” 
 
Then Naaman’s servant said, “Look, Master, if the man asked you to do something 
great, if he asked you to go climb a mountain or do something awesome, if he asked 
you to give him $10 million, if he asked you to do something great,” he said, “you 
would do that. But all he asked you to do is just go dip in the river seven times!” He 
said, “What have you got to lose?!” 



 
So Naaman went and dipped in the river seven times; and on his seventh time he 
came up, and it said his skin was as a baby’s skin. 
 
Now, see, there is the power. Since he was captain of the army, Naaman had to be 
up in age somewhat. When you get up in age, your skin -- do you understand what I 
mean? If you have ever been to Syria, it is hot over there. If you have ever seen the 
skin where you are out in the desert, all of the sun, it weathers you like you are like 
leather. You see, when God fixes you, it is beyond even what you expected. 
 
All Naaman wanted was just that he could get the withering away from him, if he 
could get the leprosy. It said it had his skin like a baby skin! It looked like he had 
just come out of a Mediterranean health spa for a month; that’s the way Naaman 
looked when he came out of that water. 
 
Then Naaman went back to the Prophet to offer him payment, and the Prophet 
refused. Naaman said, “Just give me two mules loaded down with dirt, because I’ve 
got to go back and my king worships other gods, and you have to forgive me because 
I have to be at my king’s side; but I want this dirt. So I can take this dirt back, and I 
am going to worship your God, who I now know is the only true God, for the rest of 
my days. I want to spread this dirt of Israel down, so I can get down in the dirt!”  
 
See, this is the change that occurred in Naaman. Before Naaman was healed, he 
didn’t even want to get in any muddy water. After he saw the power of God, he 
wanted just to take that dirt with him! 
 
There is a change that occurs in our nature when we experience the power of God.  
You cannot experience the power of God through what I call logical, analytical, left-
brain thinking; just won’t work. 
 
I am a scientist by training and nature. I couldn’t experience God, analyzing Him, 
because He just doesn’t compute! I had to go through experience, and when you 
have experience, with experience will come revelation, and it will change you; some 
of the things that you didn’t even think before, some of the things you would have 
run away from, now you will run to once you experience God! But before you 
experience God, people have to drag you into church. After you experience God, you 
can’t get enough of Him. So there are some things that will change in your world 
between pre- and post-experience with God. 
 
So Naaman headed back to Syria, and there his servant Gehazi was with him. He 
saw the Prophet refuse the money, and Elisha’s servant Gehazi  ran after Naaman 
and said, “Look, the Prophet said he would take a little of that money.” 
 



Then Naaman  gave Gehazi the money, just some of it, and Gehazi came back. 
Elisha asked him, “Where have you been?” He said, “Oh, nowhere.” He basically 
said, “Man, don’t you realize I saw? You can’t hide from the Prophet!” He said, “The 
very leprosy that Naaman was cleansed from” -- and this is the real heavy part. He 
said, “The very leprosy that Naaman was cleansed from will now come on you and 
your seed … and your seed!” 
 
God is a loving, gentle God; but He can be rough. He said, “It is not only coming on 
you, but it’s coming on you and your descendants. You and all your seed are going to 
suffer from this stuff.” 
 
See, this man Gehazi was side-by-side with the greatest Prophet of the land. He was 
in the midst of it! Sometimes you can be under the very presence of God Himself, 
and still -- you all say “still” -- and still people can go out and do some of the vilest 
stuff, even under the very presence of God. 
 
So just for a second, I just want to go over the seventh dip. You see, Naaman had to 
dip down seven times, and each one of those seven times represents a particular 
point in his saga and in his story. 
 
“Now, Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and 
honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the Lord had given victory 
to Syria. He was also a mighty man of valor, but a leper.” 
 
You all say “but.” 
 
See, it’s the “but” that gets us in life. He had all the stuff, but he was a leper. See, 
that first dip was that “but.” Sometimes you can have all the stuff in the world 
going for you in life; but you’ve got this one “but” -- and some people have several 
“buts.” You’ve got all these stuff going for you in life, but you’ve got this “but”. If this 
“but” is really giving you a real -- see, anytime someone introduces you to somebody, 
don’t listen to a word they say; only listen to what comes after the “but.” Then they 
will ask you and say, you know, “Oh, he is a real nice fellow. He is very, very nice; 
he is just as smart as he can be. He is very sweet, he is very compassionate, he 
makes a good living. He is a very, very nice fellow.” Now, when you hear that “but,” 
that is when your ears perk up, because the real thing you really want to know! 
When you hear the “but,” that’s when your ears need to perk up, because there 
comes the important information after the “but.” 
 
So Naaman was a mighty man of valor, a powerful man of valor; but he had leprosy. 
“The Syrians had gone on raids and had brought back a captive young girl from the 
land of Israel; she waited on Naaman’s wife. Then she said to her mistress, ‘If only 
my master were with the Prophet who is in Samaria, for he would heal him of his 
leprosy.’ And Naaman went in and told his master, saying, Thus and thus said the 



girl who is from the land of Israel. Then the king of Syria said, ‘Go now, and I will 
send a letter to the king of Israel.’ So he departed and took with him 10 talents of 
silvers, 6,000 shekels of gold and 10 changes of clothing. Then he brought the letter 
to the king of Israel, which said, ‘Now be advised when this letter comes to you that 
I have sent Naaman, my servant, to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy.’” 
 
The second dip, what preceded Naaman, was sacrifice. The king sent a whole lot of 
sacrifice. You know, we want cleansing, we want to change; what we don’t want is 
sacrifice. We don’t want to do anything for it, we don’t want to give up anything, we  
don’t want to go through any struggle; we don’t want sacrifice. And oftentimes 
without sacrifice, you will never get what God truly has and intends for you unless 
you sacrifice. Sacrifice has generally always meant that something had to die, and 
oftentimes you never get great change in your life unless something in your life dies 
-- some old habits, some old relationships, some old thoughts, some old feelings. 
Until some of that dies, you will never be able to get a new rebirth; you will never be 
able to get cleansed, hanging onto some old stuff. You’ve got to make sacrifice, and 
that is why when you look at all of these dips, we dread and we hate to go through 
the dips, because we just don’t want to do this stuff. 
 
“And it happened when the king of Israel read the letter that he tore his clothes and 
said, ‘Am I God, to kill and make alive?’” He just went through all of this stuff. “So 
it was when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes 
that he sent to the king, saying, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Please let him come 
to me, and he shall know that there is a Prophet in Israel.’” 
 
The fourth dip is when the answer comes. God will oftentimes send the answer into 
your world, and you’ll know the answer. The answer will speak to you just as loud 
and just as clear. But, people, it’s just the fourth dip, and when the answer comes 
into most of our lives, it’s not over nor is the problem solved, because that is just the 
answer. 
 
“But Naaman became furious and went away and said, ‘Indeed, I said to myself, he 
will surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord, his God, and 
wave his hand over the place and heal the leprosy. Are not the Abana and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them 
and be clean?’ So he turned and went away in a rage.” 
 
The fifth dip is rejection of the Word. Most of the time when God sends an answer, 
to be perfectly honest about it, that answer is not pleasant. When God will send an 
answer, the reason that so many of us are in a problem, there is a reason for those 
problems. The Bible says the curse does not cause this; there is a reason for the 
stuff. So when God sends the answer, often the answer has within it a reversal of 
the reason; but you’re comfortable in that mess. You’re comfortable in the very 
thing that has gotten you in the mess; so when the Word comes and in the Word is a 



cue and a turnaround for the mess that you were in, often “Blah-blah-blah, I don’t 
want to do that. I hear the Word, but I just do not want to do that.” Now, this 
appeared to be easy:  all the man had to do was dip. 
 
I have had experiences in that stuff, and that stuff is not that easy. I told you a 
couple of services ago, I went and ministered to a member in this church who 
passed away; and she had cancer, and God spoke and said, “Look, if you just write 
down all of the people you have animosity and unforgiveness towards in your life 
and just say seven times a day ‘I forgive them’ …” When I called her back a few 
days later, had she? She said, “No, I haven’t done it.” What she said in a nutshell 
was, “I would rather die than forgive those people.” Sometimes we just don’t want to 
do it! We do not want to make the dip, just like Naaman:  “I don’t want to do it that 
way. Let me do this my way. Let me tell you how to heal me! I know they sent me 
over here to you; I know no one else. I didn’t know how to get myself well, I know 
you’ve got the answer; but let me tell you how to heal me.” 
 
We just sometimes want to be God. We want to tell God how to get us out of our 
situation when He sends the answer very clear; but we just don’t want to do it. 
We’ve got that fifth-dip problem:  rejection of the Word. 
 
“And his servants came near and spoke to him and said, ‘My father, if the Prophet 
had told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more, 
then, when he says to you wash and be clean?’ So he went down and dipped seven 
times in the Jordan according to the saying of the man of God, and his flesh was 
restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.” 
 
The sixth dip is just obedience, and the blessing follows. I got some testimony just of 
what God has done for me when I have been obedient to stuff I just didn’t want to 
do it. I’m going to tell you, half the stuff that God tells me to do, I don’t want to do 
it. Matter of fact, that’s an understatement, it’s more than half of it. You know why 
it is more than half? Because I’m already doing the stuff I want to do. See, if you 
want to do it, you’re already doing it. Usually when God has to come and tell you 
something, it is something that you really don’t want to do, because you’re already 
doing the stuff you want to do. But I have seen obedience, the blessing comes when 
you are in obedience. 
 
“And he returned to the man of God, he and all his aides, and came and stood before 
him. And he said, ‘Indeed, now I know there is no God in all the Earth except in 
Israel. Now therefore, please take a gift from your servant.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord 
lives before Whom I stand, I will receive nothing’; and he urged him to take it, but he 
refused.” 
 
This is heavy, and this is deep. After he had dipped seven times, he went back to 
the man of God. Naaman had a whole lot of stuff with him. I added up how much 



6,000 shekels of gold and 10 talents of silver is. Even at current rates, it is 
approximately $1.5 million of today’s money. Now, can you imagine any modernday 
preacher when a man comes in here with $1.5 million, and he says, “No, no, no, no. I 
refuse all this money! I refuse all this money!” That is a level that very few in clergy 
have reached. 
 
I talked to you about why we don’t have the power to heal today. Do you know when 
Jesus sent the disciples out to do the healing, He told them, “Take no money with 
you;, do not even take a purse to put any money in”? 
 
With all this money, Elisha said, “I refuse to take a single penny of this money.” 
That is a level of Spirit that when you can get to the point where you are 
independent and people can’t tempt you, you don’t become greedy, that is a level 
that so few can ever get to, and perhaps that’s why we can’t see some of the miracles 
in it, because we talk about Naaman’s healing; but people forget, and we look over 
that part where the Prophet refused a fortune. Not only will the preachers not 
refuse it, they’ll tell you, “Look, if you want to get healed, bring me some money. If 
you want to get healed, send for this $1,000 prayer cloth. If you want to get healed, 
bring me some money.” See, that is what we are talking about today. 
 
Elisha said, “You brought me a million, and I refuse all of it!” And we wonder why 
we don’t have the power, and we wonder why there is sickness and why there is 
famine in the land of Israel. We wonder why the Promised Land is void of the 
Promise. When you look at what was done, and if you want what a man has, then do 
what the man does:  “I refuse it, all of it!” Serious. That was the dip that came after 
the seven dips. And when Naaman saw that, he said, “Man, give me some of the 
dirt! All I just want is the dirt you’re walking on!” He said, “There is no prophet 
back in Syria like this, who would refuse this fortune. I just want some of the dirt 
you’re walking on!” 
 
For those of you who are watching or listening to us electronically, if you’d like to 
get a copy of this message, just go to AirJesus.com; this is Message No. 5327, “The 
Seventh Dip.” If you know someone and you’d like for them to hear it, you can email 
it to them absolutely free of charge at AirJesus.com, Message No. 5327. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
Amen, amen and amen. 


