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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Today I just want to talk to you from a simple subject of ”Living in the Joy of the 
Lord.”  Joy is something that so many of us are missing for the majority of our lives.  
We go through life, and often too many times the face that we wear has wrinkles in 
it; and it is not wrinkles from age, but it’s wrinkling from frowning, because the joy 
has left our lives and it has left our homes and it has left our spirit. God just spoke; 
He said, “Just speak today on ‘Living in the Joy of the Lord.’” So few of us can truly 
exist and live in the joy of the Lord; but that’s where He wants us to abide -- not in 
the misery, not in the frustration, not in all of the stress and the strain that we go 
through, but He wants us to live in His joy. 
 
You know, God is a joyous God.  He’s a God of rejoicing.  He’s a God of love.  Yet 
sometimes, people, it is so difficult to really live in the joy of the Lord, because life 
has so much stuff that takes us away from joy, so many concerns and issues and 
weights and pressures and so much that oftentimes by the time we get through 
dealing with life, our face just frowns and our shoulders just going to drooping. The 
weight and the stress and the strain of it all makes it difficult for us to live in the 
joy of the Lord. 
 
Just turn to the person next to you and tell them, “I’m so glad to see you!” 
 
Do you know just in your being so glad to see a person and when you really feel 
that?  Now, I want you to say it this time like you really mean it and like you really 
feel it.  Look at that person.  Look at them real good and just tell them, “I’m so glad 
to see you!” 
 
See, when that happens, two people get filled with joy:  the person who says that 
they are so glad to see you and then the other person on the end. Do you know it 
just makes a difference just to have someone glad to see you? You know, too often 
when we go places, folks are just really not glad to see us. You know, even when we 
go places and we are spending our money sometimes, folk just are not glad to see 
us.  Sometimes you can go out to a restaurant and the person behind the counter, 
you walk in and look at them, they say, “Here comes another customer.”  They are 
not even glad to see you!  Even when you are going to spend your money, people are 
not glad to see you.  So it just makes a difference, because oftentimes we feel as if 
we are just another burden and everyone else is just another burden on us, and the 
joy has left. 
 
God wants you to have the experience of being able to live in His joy.  A person sent 
me a Mountain Wings’ submission; it’s on the back of your program, and I want to 
read for those who are looking at us through television or listening through 
AirJesus.com.  It reads:  “I own a small business in South Mississippi.  I go to work 
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early every morning so that I can do a devotional for my employees.  I read two or 
three and add my thoughts at the top of the devotion, print it and put it with their 
timecards.” 
 
Can you imagine a boss that when you go to check in and clock in every day and 
clock out, they have a devotional reading there for you?  Now, I know that in this 
man’s business, most of the people won’t even read the devotional.  They’ll clock in 
and clock out and throw that thing to the side. 
 
“The title of today’s devotional was, ‘Existing or Truly Living.’  It got me to thinking 
about my own trip to Disney World and life in general.  People as a whole just don’t 
seem to be happy anymore.  You don’t hardly ever see people walking down the 
street or through Wal-Mart laughing.  Disney World, the happiest place on Earth, 
was no different.  Most everybody was running around in such a hurry, they 
couldn’t enjoy themselves.  It seems as if people have just lost sight of what life is 
supposed to be about. 
 
“We hurry up and get to work.  We leave work tired and stop to the grocery store to 
get something for supper.  We hurry home to fix supper, make sure the kids have 
their homework done, wash clothes for the next day while we clean up our mess, 
take a bath, get in bed and wonder why we can’t sleep.  Then we drag ourselves out 
of bed as tired as we were when we went to bed, just to do it again.  What 
happened?  It’s like everyone is in such a hurry, they forget about the part where we 
are supposed to enjoy life.  Then it hit me, a Mountain Wings moment.  God in our 
life is like sugar in a pitcher of lemonade:  you take out the sugar, and the whole 
pitcher is sour. 
 
God just wants us to put the joy back into life, and He wants us to be able to live in 
joy independent of what we are going through.  Even Paul in the New Testament 
said, “Having ye food and raiment, be ye content.”  Do you know that’s another one 
of those very-difficult-to-digest verses?  Paul said, “If you have food and clothing, 
you ought to be content  If you have food and clothing, you ought to be content.” 
 
When I first read that verse and as I thought about it, it was one of those many 
verses in the Bible that I had a problem with.  That’s not the only one; I have a 
problem with a lot of verses in the Bible.  That stuff’s tough!  I had an issue with 
this verse, and I had to ask God, “Lord, wait a minute.  Paul here is saying, ‘Having 
ye food and raiment, be ye content.’ He is saying if you have food” -- I said, “What 
about a house?  How in the name of high Heaven do You expect me to be content 
without a house, without a place to live?  This man has left out some stuff.”  You all 
say, “It looks like he left out some stuff.” 
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The man said, “You ought to be content, just having food and clothing.”  I said, 
“Something is wrong with Paul here.  This man has left out some stuff.  The man 
didn’t even include a house!” 
 
So I actually had an issue with that, and I had to take that up with the Lord 
Himself!  I said, “I have an issue with Paul here saying that if I have food and 
clothing, I ought to be happy; I ought to be filled with joy.  There’s a whole lot of 
stuff here.  The man didn’t mention a house; the man didn’t mention a car; the man 
didn’t mention a wife.  The man just didn’t mention a whole lot of stuff.”  I said, 
“There is something wrong with Paul here.”  I had a problem with this.  The man 
didn’t mention any money; I had a problem!  I just got to the first big one of just a 
house, which was an obvious need.  I said, “Lord, look.  This man didn’t even say 
you needed a house to be content.  What’s wrong with this?  Why did he say this?  
What in the world is this true?” 
 
God answered, and when He answers you can sometimes feel the power of the truth 
that hits; but you still don’t necessarily like it.  God just simply spoke and said, “Did 
My Son have a house?”  I said, “Whoa!”  See, sometimes the stuff kind of hits you 
kind of deep, and it shakes you.  He said, “Did My Son have a house?” 
 
See, sometimes, people, the Bible is simple; but it’s just not easy.  You understand 
what I’m saying?  It’s simple. 
 
So Paul was giving one of the great keys of living in the joy of the Lord.  He said, 
“Having ye food and raiment, be ye content.”  The thing about it in our society in 
this country in this timeframe, we do not have a problem with food and raiment; we 
have a problem with dieting and closet space.  Do you understand?  Now, Paul said, 
“If you’ve got food and raiment, you ought to be happy; you ought to be content.”  
We have a problem with dieting and closet space.  I have problems with both of 
them.  I’m in pretty good shape, and my waist is in real good shape; I have a six-
pack on my stomach, I really do.  But the problem is, I got some little love handles 
on the side.  See, everybody will tell you about them.  They’re not big, but I got some 
little love handles on the side. and I am having the hardest time getting the love 
handles off.  And if you’ve got some love handles, you have sufficient food.  Do you 
understand what I’m saying? 
 
So there’s not a question about whether or not we have sufficiency.  If you have 
piece of meat that can be grabbed, you have got sufficient food.  We have a problem 
with dieting and closet space. 
 
I preached last Sunday on “The Cleaning,” and it was a very simple message; but 
the message seemed to hit more people than almost any message I’d ever preached.  
It looked like everyone had an issue with junk and stuff and mess.  And we have 
even those closets -- “having ye food and raiment” --  just even those closets. 
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I hear my mother out there laughing, now.  She said she thought I was going to tell 
the story about her closet.  I said, “Mother, I didn’t want to tell that”; but since she 
mentioned it, I’m going to tell you the story about her closet.  My mother sent me to 
her house one day.  She said, “There is a piece of clothing I need for you to get out 
my closet.”  She says, “It’s in my closet, and it’s on my chair in the closet.” 
 
So I went to her house, turned off the alarm and went inside and went in the closet.  
She has two big closets.  She said it’s in the left closet, so I went in the left closet. I 
called on my cell phone and said, “Mama, I don’t see a chair in this closet.  I see a 
big pile of clothes here in the middle of the floor.  I don’t see any chair.  There’s no 
garment or dress here; I didn’t even see the chair.”  She says, “It’s there, right on 
the chair.”  I said, “Mother, there’s nothing here but a big pile of clothes in the 
floor.”  She said, “Look under the clothes!”  I looked under the clothes, and there 
was the chair! 
 
We have problems with closet space, not lack of clothing.  Lucretia, who puts on our 
makeup every service, is one of the sharpest-dressed women in the church, 
impeccably dressed.  That’s one of the reasons why we wanted her to put on our 
makeup for the television, and she was telling me last service.  She said, “Pastor, 
when you preach the message,” she said, “my closets are just full.”  She said, “They 
are neat, but they are full!” 
 
Do you have any neat, but full closets?  See, some of you have closets that are full, 
they are not neat.  But she said hers was neat.  She said, “My mother came to my 
house, and I told my mother, ’Just put your coat in the closet.’”  She said, “She 
opened the closet and said, ‘Baby, I can’t squeeze my coat in here!’” 
 
Paul said, ”Having ye food and raiment.”  We have more food than we can eat and 
more food than we need, and most of us have more clothes! 
 
Now, my mother’s closet now, what she did to remedy that pile in the floor, she put 
some French doors on her closet where you could see through them.  So now her 
closet is just as neat, because people can see through it.  Do you know, if our lives 
were like that, they’d be a lot neater?  If folks could just see some of the stuff that 
we are doing, we’d have to clean it because you could see through it. 
 
“Having ye food and raiment, be ye content.”  So yet, it is what Paul said; but we see 
from just examples within our worlds that we have far beyond what is sufficiently 
necessary for us to be content, yet we can look around and we know that we are not.  
We know that we have lost, for whatever reason, or can only hang on to it for just a 
fleeting glimpse of a moment the real, true joy of living in God.  Our lemonade has 
gone sour. 
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So how do we get it back?  What do we do?  How do we live in God?  How do we 
maintain the real joy of life?  I’ll tell you, people, it’s not easy in the modern age; 
and I’ll tell you something else:  it wasn’t easy in the ancient age, either.  Stuff 
really has not changed very much at all.  It is always difficult to maintain joy, 
because the world basically never focuses on joy; the world focuses on all the 
negative stuff in life.  If you turn on the news, if you go to the movies, all of the stuff 
focuses on all of the negative stuff in life, and if you watched the news last night, 
you would see someone getting murdered.  I didn’t watch the news last night, but I 
know they had something on there about someone getting murdered.  I want all of 
you to raise your hand right now if you’re here in the sanctuary, if you are watching 
on television or if you are listening on AirJesus.com, raise your hand if you were not 
murdered last night.  As a matter of fact, raise your hand if you haven’t been 
murdered in the last 20 years. 
 
Now, you see, one viewpoint that the news and the world would give you is that 
someone was murdered last night.  God’s viewpoint is, ”As long as you have been on 
this Earth, I have shielded you.”  Now, see, I could have been murdered.  There’s no 
telling how many people have gotten up in the morning with the intention of 
murdering me -- you just don’t know!  -- or murdering someone who would have 
been in my exact same spot had I been there, had not God kept me from that 
position.  There’s just no telling how many times!  But God has kept me.  And the 
difference between living in the joy of the Lord and living in the misery of the world 
is whether you focus on the one person who was murdered or the fact that you have 
been here all these years and God has kept you. 
 
See, when we look at the real joy, there is just so much to be thankful for.  And, 
people, you can’t be thankful and depressed at the same time.  They are true 
emotions that just don’t occupy the same space.  And that’s the problem of 
capitalism.  It’s one of the great psychological negatives of capitalism, which 
capitalism is a society based upon commerce, or capital, or money.  One of the great 
drawbacks of capitalism is, you never have enough; you just never have enough.  
See, the real goal of capitalism is to get more stuff.  That’s just the real goal, and 
the problem is, there is never a limit to the amount. Now, there is a limit to the 
amount of stuff you can use; but there is just no limit to the amount of stuff you can 
get.  We keep getting and wanting more and more and more and more, and because 
of this, we never focus on the food that we have an excess amount of.  We never look 
at the closet that’s overflowing.  We never look at all of the protection that God has 
placed around us. 
 
When we start doing those things, we are going to find some joy.  We are going to 
find some true joy that we hadn’t had before.  Don’t let the world fool you into 
thinking that you are ever going to ever get joy from stuff, because it is not going to 
happen.  The minute you get the stuff, it is not long it will give you an instant like 
drugs.  Drugs, one of them is even named Exstasy.  Exstasy will bring you ecstasy, 
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but only the first time and only for a brief moment.  After that, you have to keep 
taking the stuff, trying to halfway stay normal.  Heroin is like that.  The first shot 
of heroin will give you a high that’s unreal; but after that, heroin addicts spend the 
rest of our lives, just trying to not feel bad.  Stuff is very similar to that:  it will 
never give you true joy, because it keeps you in a mode of wanting more and more 
and you never reach a point of being satisfied. 
 
One of the greatest words even to ever speak is simply, “I have enough.  I have 
enough.”  When you can speak those words, joy will start entering your spirit, 
because you’re not focusing on what you are missing and what you want. 
 
God spoke to me; as He spoke this message, He said, “I want you go out to the mall 
and just walk around, and I want you to just look at the faces of people and just see 
what you observe.”  He spoke the particular mall, and I went to Lenox Square Mall 
here in Atlanta.  For those of you listening in other cities, Lenox Square Mall is our 
most ritzy, upscale, expensive mall in the city.  It is in the heart of Buckhead, which 
is the ultra-rich section of Atlanta; so the stores there are expensive.  The clientele, 
everything is just ritzy and high-priced. 
 
As I walked through the mall, there were two things that I noticed:  First, there 
were very few people with a true look of joy on their faces.  Most everyone in the 
mall, upscale in terms of monetary income; but very few people with joy on their 
faces; and those where I did see joy on their faces, where I did see smiles, they all 
had one characteristic, all of them.  Every single person that I saw with joy on their 
faces or smiles on their faces or laughing, every single one of them had one 
characteristic and one characteristic only:  none of them were alone.  Everyone that 
I saw that really had joy on their faces, they were with someone.  Now, just because 
they were with someone didn’t mean they had joy on their faces.  But everyone who 
did have joy on their faces, they were with someone. 
 
That thing began to minister to me, and that’s why God had spoken to me once; He 
said, “A friend is more valuable than a fortune.”  There was a lined out of one of my 
favorite movies; it’s one of my favorite movie lines.  I’ve got about five powerful 
movie lines that have really impact my life, and this one was out of “Mahogany.”  
It’s was where Billy Dee Williams had gone over to London, and Diana Ross was 
there.  She is this big singer, Billy Holiday and all this stuff.  She was in the room, 
he was knocking on the door, and she would not let him in.  She was big and 
famous, and he hollered through the door, “Success is nothing without someone you 
love to share it with.” 
 
So God just let me see that relationship is important.  That it is why even of the two 
great commandments, the first is to love God with everything you’ve got; the second 
is to love thy neighbor as thyself.  What I saw with the couples and those who had 
joy on their faces, they were interacting.  Too often what we have even in couples, 
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we have where just one of them is just talking to the other one, and the other one is 
just sitting there.  You understand what I’m saying?  And too often in relationship, 
what we have is this.  I hear it all the time with people sending in prayer requests 
and people who wants spouses.  It‘s always like this.  You all say, “Always.”  I’ve 
never had a request that was different from this:  “Lord, send someone for me that I 
can be happy with.”  I never had a request that says, “Lord, send me to someone so 
that I can help make them happy and fulfill them.”  I never had a request like that.   
 
See, even our romance has become capitalistic.  As I was sitting at a restaurant, 
listening to a couple -- and I don’t want to say which one was doing all the talking -- 
but one of them was just talking, and I had to turn my head to see if the other one 
was even there!  I mean, it was like they were just talking and talking and talking.  
I stayed in the restaurant for about an hour; I never heard the other one say 
anything.  I was, “Are they even by themselves?” 
 
See, people, for us to have real joy, life has to be a give and a take.  We all say, “I 
want somebody to talk to.”  That’s the wrong attitude.  You need somebody to listen 
to them!  You understand what I’m saying?  So you need to be able to say, “I want 
someone to talk to, and I want someone where I can listen to them.”  Everybody 
wants to talk; no one wants to listen.  Everybody wants to get; no one wants to give.  
Everyone wants to be a receiver; no one wants to be a provider.  See, when you start 
getting into real joy; real joy will be a flow of things; it will be a point where it is not 
just all of what I can do for me.  It becomes a real joy! 
 
You have to become a giver, and when you learn how to become a giver instead of 
just a getter … my mother again, she told me that she has started now getting up at 
5:00 o’clock every morning, just spending time listening to God.  She said, “That 
thing has brought a new level of blessing on my life.”  She said, “Nothing has 
changed, but I can feel the blessing.” 
 
See, real joy, you don’t necessarily have to have a relationship with another person.  
The main One that you need to relationship with to keep your lemonade sweet is 
God … if you walk with God.  See, I walk with God and it helps me, it helps keep 
the fear away.  I fly a lot on a plane.  I don’t ever worry about a plane crashing.  The 
thought never even crosses my mind, because I understand I’m with God. 
 
So if you understand that and if you have relationship, that’s why Jesus gave those 
two great commands:  relationship with God, relationship with your fellow man or 
fellow woman.  If you can keep those things straight, that’s what I saw in Lenox 
Mall.  Everyone who had that spirit of joy, I could see the physical manifestation 
they were getting along well with their neighbor. 
 



 - 9 -

God wants us to live in ultimate joy; I honestly believe that.  He doesn’t want His 
people sad, depressed, on drugs trying to get rid of depression.  God wants us filled 
with joy. 
 
Turn to the person next to you again, those of you watching on television or 
listening through AirJesus.com, turn to the person next to you and tell them with 
all of your heart, “I sure am glad to see you!” 
 
If you need to hear this message again, simply go to AirJesus.com.  This is Message 
No. 5335.  If you’d like to send it to a friend that you haven’t seen in a long time, but 
you’d be glad to see, you can send them this message absolutely free of charge. 
 
We thank you for joining us today here at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, 
you need the Word. 
 
Amen, amen and amen.  I’ll tell you, people, I am glad to see you.  I really am; I’m 
glad to see you, I’m glad to come to the Ark.  I’m glad to go to work every day.  I’m 
glad to get home every day, I’m glad to go to bed at night.  I’m glad to get up in the 
morning.  I’m just glad!  I really am, I really am. 
 
I drink a whole lot of water, I have to go to the bathroom a lot; I’m glad to go to the 
bathroom -- you know, I’m just glad!  So anywhere I have to go, when you find the 
beauty in it, you find the joy. 
 
I’m glad I got these love handles, because that means I have had enough to eat.  I’m 
glad I have an overflowing closet, because it means I have more than enough to 
wear.  But I have to go and clean my closet, and I have to give some of that stuff to 
someone else who does not have some of the stuff that I have.  But, people, I am 
really, I am really, I am really glad to see you on this day. 


