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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 
 
And today’s message is part II from last week entitled The Pain and Promise of 
Leadership and last week is that I dealt with some of the pain of leadership. I did 
not even have a chance to get to the promise of leadership and I am not sure that I 
will even be able to get to the promise of leadership today because I have got to deal 
with some more pain. Do you all realize that often in life, you have to go through a 
lot of pain before you get to the promise? 
 
There are instances where the road to success, and the road to your desire, and the 
road to your destiny  involves so many rocks, and so many hills, and so much stuff 
that you have to go through that sometimes you wonder will I ever even get there? 
Have you all ever been down that kind of road where you wonder, “Lord, when will 
this stuff end and when will the promise come and Lord, it is what the children of 
Israel went through as they were going to the promised land” and because they lost 
hope and because they turn away from God, they never got there and I am here to 
tell you just as the statistical fact that most people never make it to their promise 
and to their destiny because they give up, turn around, and start going in the wrong 
direction. 
 
In leadership in particular, there is a lot of pain that will transpire before you will 
get to the promise and even when you get to the Promised Land, there is still some 
pain that goes on. So today’s message may still be centered upon the pain but 
people, if you do not know how to deal with pain, you will have some problems in 
this life. If you cannot handle disappointment, and discouragement, and criticisms, 
you are going to have some real issues in this life because it sometimes will come at 
you.  
 
We just recently had a series of tornados that swept through Georgia. It killed a lot 
of people. You will have some tornados come through your life. I had a tornado once. 
It came through my backyard at the house where I used to live and it came to the 
back yard and it sounded like a freight train coming through in. I had a tennis court 
in my backyard torn down, the fence rip it up totally, and right where my bed was 
was a giant tree and the tornado took the tree and leaned the tree directly over, 
aiming at my bed and when I brought the men out to cut the tree down, he looked at 
it and he said, “Mr. Bronner, it looks as if a giant hand just reached out and held 
that tree because if it had fallen, it would have crashed right into your bed and 
would have more than likely killed you.” Even though the storm was raging and 
even though it tore up a whole lot of stuff around me, there was a hand that said, 
“This far and no more.” 
 
But the problem is, sometimes even the this far is farther than we wanted to come 
and we still have to deal with stuff, we still have to deal with the storms and the 
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winds of life, and we have to be able to bend, and we have to be able to understand, 
and be able to go through some things of pain and in particular, leadership. And I 
admonish you to go and listen to part I of The Pain and Promise of Leadership. It is 
sermon number #5337 on AirJesus.com. You can go there and hear part I but just to 
recap the seven quick points of the pain of leadership: 
1. The greater the change, the greater the pain. 
2. With great changes, many people cannot be changed. 
3. Many people cannot see a new vision. 
4. Every leader needs a Joshua and an Aaron. 
5. Every leader gets tired. 
6. When the leader is away, the people will play. 
7. A leader’s personal life is scrutinized. 
 
And today, I want to move a little bit different, something that has really never 
been done in the arc. Many of you are familiar with what is called reality television 
and reality television deals with basically, it is unscripted type of television 
program and they do not have professional actors. It is just real people, sometimes 
putting some awkward situations and reality TV sometimes is more entertaining 
than scripted television because some of the stuff in life is just stranger than fiction. 
Somebody’s situation, you cannot even make it up. Some of the stuff that happens, 
even a writer, it goes beyond their imagination with some of the situations that can 
occur just naturally in some of the reality shows. 
 
For example, Cops is one of them and I do not watch a whole lot of television but 
sometimes, even just flipping to the channels and you see cops, you know. Bad boy, 
bad boy, what you gonna do when they come for you? And you know it is the same 
thing over and over but there is just something about them running into the police 
and then they are cursing and all these kind of stuff.  You know, there is just 
something about that stuff that you are looking at the stuff and it is just something 
about reality that has a different flavor about things and the Survivor is reality.  
 
Fear Factor is just eating all that kind of stuff which is just half full. My wife used 
to like to watch Fear Factor. She was just, “Ooh, look at all that stuff. It is yuck.” It 
is just something about just reality television that you cannot make some of this 
stuff up and American Idol is one of those reality programs where you do not have 
professional actors and actresses but yet with American Idol is one of the highest 
rated shows currently and do you know what is one of the things that they said that 
grabs people most about American Idol is not the good singers. Folks tune in to 
watch American Idol because the people, they cannot carry a tune in a bucket. I 
mean, they are sitting and singing the Star Spangled Banner, “Okay, can you eeeee” 
and it is just horrible and you are saying to yourself, “How can the judges, how can 
the producers of a top-rated television show in the world, how can they let these 
people on that have absolutely no talent and the folks know they have no talent.” 
People notice who can sing before they get out there.  
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So you are asking yourself, “How did they let all you no talent people on the show?” 
It is because people like to see other folks mess up. People like to see the flubs and 
the dubs and the accidents along the highway. They will stop and slow down, to rub 
a neck in just to see, and folks like a lot of the mess. 
 
They know in reality if they gave you all perfection, if they gave you all of the people 
who are saying beautifully all of the time, if they gave you that, they know people 
would eventually stop turning in. They have to give you some of the mess of life and 
it keeps people riveted and then, there is a grand daddy of all the reality shows, at 
least it is my opinion he is the grand daddy and that is Springer. Now, Springer has 
some low downs. I mean, the madness. 
 
I was in a store the other day. I was buying something and the lady had Springer on 
onto the cash register behind her and I was walking by, just minding my own and 
Springer… I said, “What in the?” and I have to stop and Springer had them stuck 
on.  It was just beyond.  What in the? I cannot believe it and I was just sitting there. 
I am just telling the truth. I just stopped and my eyes were just riveted into the 
television to see what in the world was going to happen there. I was there riveted 
and the cashier, her head squished to the back and riveted and it was some of the 
worst mess in the world, some of the worst situation. Both guys are fighting to the 
end of it and it was just horrible. But that cashier and I stayed right there until we 
found out what happened. Springer is good. He is not good in terms of the moral 
quality of stuff but he is good in knowing what would rivet people to the television 
and if you walk by some of Springer’s mess, you can turn it until you see what 
happens. 
 
So today, in the pain of leadership, even within the church, you get mess in the 
church so turn to them and say pastor has got some mess for us today. You get 
messy even in the church but church is not immune in any shape, form, or fashion 
of mess and sometimes, there is more mess in the church. There is even in the world 
but fortunately, we have very little mess here in the arc of salvation but we get a 
little mess every now and then and it is a part of the pain of leadership. Now, for 
anyone of you that do not want to handle mess, I would advise you all to leave right 
now. Just leave and you will not have to hear the mess because I do not want to put 
any mess in anyone’s ears. If you do not want to hear any mess because I am getting 
ready to deal with some mess. So anyone who does not want to be exposed to mess 
in any shape, form, or fashion, it is best for you to just get up and leave now. Give 
me back 20 minutes and then you can come back after the mess is over. 
 
The problem is, generally, a lot of times, even when ministers get caught up in some 
mess, the church is more packed after the mess hits the news and it was not 
because folks want to see mess. They want to hear about mess. They want to see 
what happened. They want to see. They want to know who is in the mess, how did 
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they get in the mess, who is in the mess with him, and what is going to happen with 
him there. They just want to know about mess. Mess is like that but yet, it exists 
within the church and leaders will have to deal with it. Now, this first of all, I 
honestly believe with all of my heart that God orchestrated and ordained for today. 
I have seen so much in life and I believe with every fiber of my being that every 
thing in this earth is divinely orchestrated, that if God has the very hairs on my 
head numbered, that every second of my life, every breath that I take, every step 
that I take, everything is noticed and orchestrated and God will order the steps of 
my path. I do not believe in coincidence whether the stuff be good or bad. 
 
I do not believe in coincidence in this earth and let me just tell you that every 
morning as I get up to exercise, I go and I do my exercise. When I am finished, I am 
generally covered with sweat and I will go in and turn the shower on for hot and I 
take a real hot shower but at the end, from the last 60 seconds, I turned all of the 
hot water off and just get ice cold and I stand under the shower for about 60 seconds 
with nothing but just ice cold water flowing all over me and I began to do that.  
 
I started it years ago from an article that I had read and it basically stated that if 
you take up ice cold shower after a hot shower, it really shocks the nervous system 
and what it does, it helps you to be able to handle stress during the day because it 
gets your nervous system prepared so that anything that you have to deal with, you 
feel fresh. You are vibrant and your nervous system is geared for it. Now, the 
danger of it is if you are not in shape, it can kill you so do not you try this. So do not 
come back in and say, “Pastor Bronner told me.” No, I did not. I am telling you it 
will kill you if you are not in shape so do not you try that, that will stop your heart, 
see you right to the plank, and kill you if you are not in shape so do not you try that 
but it will invigorate you and it gets the system prepared. 
 
Now what I am about to say right here is very similar to that ice cold shower 
because a lot of times, when truth hits, it shocks and if the spirit is not sufficiently 
strong, it will dry people out in a wit.  It happens a lot.  Pastors will say it. Say 
some member got mad, just left, and you have never seen him since. It happens. It 
is like the cold shower and its spirit is not in shape. You will not be able to handle 
it. Can you handle what is truth? 
 
After the service last Sunday, we had an awesome, dynamic, orchestrated passion 
and program that was presented here and I was sitting on the front row and you all 
saw it was just lovely, just beautiful and as I was sitting there, the member service 
officer came over to me and he handed me a letter and he said, “Pastor, this came in 
the mail last week and I want you to read it.” And I sat in the front row when I just 
read it and I really started laughing. It was not from the content of the letter so 
much for as I saw how God was orchestrating stuff after what I had just gone 
through preaching and I want to read the letter to you and this is the letter. Dear 
Pastor Nathaniel, I was in church Sunday when you made a statement about the 
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Lucresia, the best dressed or one of the best dressed persons in the church. That 
really offended me among other women in church. I wear what I can afford. I am 
not rich like the Bronners and like Lucresia. I was told that God is looking in what 
is inside your heart, not what you are wearing. We think you should apologize to the 
church. Anonymous. Yes, some people I hear in some other days, “What?” You see, it 
is the stuff that you will deal with as a leader. Let me just give you just a teeny 
weeny background as quick as I can. Lucresia is the young lady who puts on our 
makeup before every service. She comes early, spends time, has everything they 
need, organized and what I said a couple Sundays ago, we chose Lucresia because 
she was one of the sharpest and one of the best dressed people in the congregation 
and if you want to look good,  you need somebody who is looking good and that is 
basically… Well, somebody writes a letter.  
 
So that is basically the essence of the letter now. Whoever wrote the letter, I do not 
know who it is. Do not tell me who you are. I do not even want to know who you are 
and do not get offended because I really believe that God has you write that letter 
for this very purpose and for this very illustration for a couple of reasons. It, 
number one, shows you will deal with all kinds of stuffs. And people, I want you to, 
whatever you are dealing with people, in relationship, whether it is leadership or 
personal, always try to understand when I call the heart of the person. Even leaders 
or anyone you are involved with, they will make mistakes.  There is just no two 
ways about it. 
 
Everyone will make mistakes sooner or later but if you understand the heart of a 
person, you will not get offended in a lot of stuff and a lot of issues and sometimes 
people, and this is one of those things where it is part of that pain of leadership 
where you deal with a lot of what would appear on the surface as a lot of pity stuff 
and a lot of pity issues that a lot of people will have about things and the letter 
stated that I should make an apology and I am going to do that right now. Where is 
Lucresia? Stand up Lucresia. I want to apologize to you because you had to go 
through that. That is why I am going to apologize to her. I apologize that you even 
had to go through that and let me tell you just even something else.  
 
See, Lucresia, for you all who saw the presentation last week, she created all of 
those designs and when I ask who did when you saw the costumes, the things 
looked like it came out of a magazine and I ask who did that? And they say Lucresia 
went out. She bought all of the materials at discount fabric places, got two hours of 
sleep making all of the stuff, and she told me, she said, “Pastor Bronner, I make 
most of my clothes. I go out and get my discount” but see, she looks like she is worth 
about twenty million dollars. So someone needs to take a note from Lucresia. She is 
not spending a whole lot of money, but she is looking like this and see, she is a 
leader in fashion and looking good. Whenever you are a leader in anything, see the 
real word for this letter is not really offended. That is not the real word. You all 
know what the real word is. Exactly. It is jealous. That is the real word. They were 
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not offended at Lucresia. They are jealous of Lucresia and that is what will happen 
anytime you are a leader in anything. 
 
Do you know when you get promoted on your job, somebody is going to be jealous of 
you? If you just get promoted, somebody is going to be jealous. You look better, you 
buy a better house, you buy a better car, anything you get and rises above. Some of 
the first murder in the bible was because one brother got jealous of another brother. 
That stuff is eternal. It is straight back from the beginning and it is some of the 
pain that you will deal with whenever you are going to leave anything and if you are 
ever going to go forward in life and go beyond in life, that is the kind of stuff you are 
going to have to deal with and you are going to have to make it up in your mind. I 
am going to go ahead. I am going to go on. 
 
Look, do not you let anybody have you looking bad because they are jealous of you 
looking good. Do you understand what I am saying? Do not you have anybody have 
you looking bad because they are jealous of you and want you to look like them. You 
need to take a note and look people, I have no issues with however you want to look. 
If you want to look fancy, fine.  If you want to dress down, well, it does not matter. 
My wife, come here Prudence. You are no Prudence. Prudence does not dress fancy 
so Lucresia just runs green with my wife in terms of dressing. There is just no two 
ways about it. My wife is not a fancy dresser and there is nothing wrong with that. I 
have never told my wife, “Prudence, you need to go get some clothes. You need to 
dress up fancy. You need to get your first lady hat.  I bought her a first lady hat, she 
will not wear. So it is not so much that I am hung up for preferential but I do know 
if I want to get somebody to have me shop and have me looking good ever, I have to 
get Lucresia. I cannot get Prudence. 
 
Do you understand what I am saying? I married Prudence.  Prudence is good to me 
but she will not dress me. Do you understand that? So that is just real. I am just 
being Prudence, what is your favorite store when you buy the most of your clothes? 
Target. Now look, Prudence goes to Target. Let me rephrase, that she goes to 
Target. So look, okay. Now if my wife and I tell you the truth. My wife can afford to 
go anywhere she wants to go and buy anything she wants to buy. If my wife can go 
to Target, anybody does not have any business complaining about where it is so 
this, I told there is just some reality stuff here today. It is reality. You can be seated 
now, Prudence. So all I am telling you people is be who you are and do not you 
worry about who someone else is. If someone else is looking fabulous then be that 
way and you see, that is Lucresia’s gift. She has a gift of beauty. She has a gift of 
fashion. She is able to take that as she is able to transfer that to other and you need 
it but do not get jealous with someone else’s gift because someone else can take 
what they have and turn it. 
 
You need to study them and learn and you know if you want to dress up, go dress 
up. You understand what I am saying? Just do not get mad. Go ask them how do 
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you do that? Where do you go shopping? How do you? Show me how to saw. Do you 
understand? Let me look. If you want to look like her then ask her what she is 
doing. See, I could recognize the fashion ability. So look, Lucresia, do you know she 
has to shop? She has tie matching and all that. Have to shop. Every strand in place 
is a gift but it is also the price of leadership because I also know that whoever wrote 
the letter look at Lucresia funny. He goes along with it. I know that he is looking, 
“Hmp.” You all know what I am talking about, you all know it is real and you will 
get that if you ever are going to advance in life, there are people who will want to 
hold you back and there is no question about it. I do not care. Even if it is in 
ministry, your ministries start going and folks get jealous of you. 
 
You know, no matter what you do, someone is going to get jealous of you and there 
is even a thing in school now where a lot of the kids who do not have the academic 
powers, they tried to pull the ones down who was smart. It even begins in school. Do 
not let anyone deter you from using your gift to the fullest and to where God has 
you going and when you understand that people, it will help make your life a whole 
lot easier because you cannot get through this life trying to be peaceful. You will 
never ever be peaceful, you just will not do it. You absolutely will not do it. And 
Lucresia says she just laughs. She said, “They got me in the same category as 
having plenty of money.  
 
People, the Bronners do not have as much money as people think we do. People, 
always think you got more money than what you do. When you are a leader, folks 
just think you just loaded. A man came up in my office not too long ago and he said, 
“Mr. Bronner, I know you got at least five million dollars in the bank” and he was 
just so serious. I do not have any five million dollars in the bank. He was just as 
serious as he can be. 
 
People just think you are just loaded down with money and then I want you to 
understand, we have struggles just like everyone else. We got financial issues. We 
have bills. We got lots of credit. We got payroll. We have to worry about supply of all 
the cash flow. We have the same issues that everyone else has. Folks just figure you 
are just loaded with no problems whatsoever is the pain of leadership. They think 
you have got no problems. No struggles. No money issues. None of that whatsoever 
and they do not know sometimes, you got more stuff than the other folks do because 
you got more stuff to worry about. I got a lot more bills than all of my employees. 
They just get to worry about…  
 
I got to worry about that check and everybody else’s. Folks do not understand the 
pain and pressures of leadership and they do not understand your full story. So 
people, do not let other folks take you down and it is one thing that I have learned 
oftentimes and I really experience this is more through mountain wings than 
anywhere else and I found it virtually universal. 
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Whenever there was someone who lashed out and whenever I started 
communicating, I found out without fail, they were going through some tremendous 
turmoil and stuff in their life. They were hurt. They were bruised and is like 
physical things. Whenever you are cut and bruised, anything that touches it, you 
howl and a lot of times, this is what happens. So people, when you have to deal with 
other folks and it looks like they overreact to something, which we have to 
understand most of the time it is not you, it is other stuff they are dealing with and 
they are hurt.  They are bruised.  They are overly sensitive.  
 
So when you touch a spot, they howl real loud and it is not you. It is all the other 
stuff they are going through and every case of that, when I am really guided into it 
and really started dealing with it I find out and often they will tell you, “Look I am 
sorry but I am just going through so much.” And oftentimes, that is what happens 
but a leader has to be sensitive and I know what person who wrote the letter. Do 
not feel bad about it. It was God ordained but to that person, you have to learn. Be 
yourself. Do not worry about what anyone else has on and do not worry about 
whether somebody else does not complement you or not. If they complement 
someone else, be grateful. 
 
Do not worry about it and once you start doing that, you will find that God will start 
gracing you with some things to become leaders and whatever area you are destined 
to be but it goes along with the pain of leadership. I am out of time for today. If you 
would like to hear this message again simply go to AirJesus.com. This is message 
#5338. You can send it to a friend absolutely free of charge. I will finish the series 
upon next week. That will be message #5339. We thank you for joining us today at 
Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 
 
Amen, amen, and amen. I hope nobody got overly offended with that but I know 
sometimes how things are with truth and this is truth and if you are going to lead 
anything, you will deal with a lot of stuff a whole lot and I am thankful that at least 
of stuff that we have to deal with here has been minimal and I think that is one of 
the first letters we have gotten that tight and I think it came from last week just as 
an illustration of what I was talking about, the pain of leadership. We have got so 
much to do. We have got so far to go and we need everyone working in one accord. 
 
Brother Ivan, I just want to thank you for keeping the choir so smooth. That is one 
of the biggest areas most churches have problems with. I mean, Lord knows do not 
let one person sing better that the other and the choir has the right to give them one 
more song and someone else is whoa, and I understand why ministers used to have 
to say whenever they would have to say look, I am not going to acknowledge 
anybody because I may miss somebody and although you know what they are 
saying between the lines is some immature people out there and if I forget to call 
their names, they will get so mad they will walk out. That is what he is really 
saying between the lines so I cannot call anybody’s name because there is some 



 - 10 -

children out there and I may forget their name and they will get all upset because I 
did not call their name. It is the pain of leadership and see that is an experienced 
leader who knows his congregation and he will just say, “I am not going to 
acknowledge anybody.” What he sees is you are too immature because if I miss 
somebody you are going to cut a fit and that what he says. So I just thank you for 
being such a mature audience and for keeping the mess to just a bare minimum. I 
never had any issues dealing with choir stuff and for as good as the choir, the 
sound. 
 
Do you know what a blessing that is? And I am not saying that you have never had 
issues because I know if anything, you had issues but they have not gotten to me 
and if you can keep them contained and where they just do not blow up because you 
know most of the time, I do not even mind when even men, when they have issues, 
the pot is just boiling with the top jumping up and down, steam coming out, and I 
got to go and put cold water on the thing.  
 
So I just thank you and all of the different areas of the church, for those of you who 
work so diligently and we do not spend a whole lot of time just acknowledging and 
thanking people and calling peoples name but this is being done for God and as a 
part of the maturation process, that when we do things for higher purpose, God will 
reward us in ways that we never thought and perhaps one of the reason I do not do 
it because I work so long and all the ministry is behind the scene. I was never 
interested in acknowledgment and one of the areas I started, my brother’s video 
ministry.  
 
I worked and would see Elijah with him on television and for so long and my first 
sermon that I ever preached and every subsequent sermon since then has been 
aired on television and it was because I had spent so much time working for others 
without a word of acknowledgment. The minute I stepped forward, I was all like 
that from the day one. When you do what you are supposed to do without worrying 
about folks calling your name out and not getting jealous if someone else’s name is 
called out. God will elevate you, and God will take you to a level of where you are 
destined to be so, the pain of leadership. 
 
I want to just let my brother, who really is every leader needs an Aaron.  They gave 
you the testimony of where bedroom talk is now getting prepared to go nationwide 
across all and you have to have someone with you even who can take things to the 
next level and when we were putting together the seminars of Thomas Luke, I want 
us to start thinking about doing sermon series that we can make into a book. I do 
not know how I will get this stuff out. I do not know. I just want us to get together 
and we will figure out to get it out there and once James had done the seminar, he 
began to read and to study and he said, you take it to one level but it is as far as it 
can go with that level thinking we need the next level of thought process and what 
he found, he went in first of all studies of the experts and read the books on book 
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publishing and how to get it out there. He said one thing I found is you need to age 
so he began working on an agent and he said, “Let me take that from the top first. If 
we get bit from the top through” and he found an agent. Then he had to write a book 
proposed. Well that thing was like a 20 or 30 page document. Will it require next 
level thinking and one person can never do it all. To really get to a true level of 
success, you find that it takes a group of people, a group of thinkers all on one 
accord, all striving to one goal and if you get that, you find that you will be able to 
turn the world upside down and the things that holds so many of us back, even in 
our personal lives is we are not on one accord but we are divided. Everybody wants 
to go their own direction, do their own thing, get their own glory, and they are not 
pulling together and when you are not pulling together, your pull things apart. It is 
the pain of leadership. 
 
My father always used to say to ever make a good leader; you must first be a good 
father. And God will not bless you with your own until you are first faithful to 
another man. so he has been truly, even he is my partner and this is so much that 
we would not have been able to do on our own but partner, the power increases 
tenfold and if you all can just get that principle and you do not need a lot full, all 
you need is just a handful. All you need really is just one or two but you know, that 
is hard to get. To get just one or two folks who has got some sins because if you 
partner with a fool, now you are going. You just have one or two people who have 
some sins that you can partner with. It is virtually unlimited. What you can do, 
where you can go, and what you can accomplish.  
 
So people, I just hope that today, you can take this message from the heart and 
whoever wrote the letter, it was God ordained. Do not feel bad about it because I 
have been in some stuff and to be honest about it, I wish I had not written. All of us 
have. I have said some stuff that I wished I had not said it. All of us have. We all 
make errors. We all get emotional. We all get carried away. We all go through low 
and high points. It is the part of human life. We all go through it but we have to 
learn.  
 
There is nothing wrong with making an error once but do not do it two times. Learn 
when you deviate. Learn when you mess up. Learn and do not go that path again so 
I just like for the Aaron, we got an Aaron and a Joshua who has helped to hold up 
my hands in this ministry and who has helped us with a lot of stuff and people, we 
are just scratching the surface. Small congregation but by February of next year, 
what began as a little bit of thing here, hundred thousand books will be out over 
those stands and bedroom talk will be going in bedrooms all over the world. Just the 
thought of multilevel thinking and the unity of purpose and go and focus. You can 
get on one accord. You have never seen the Brothers of the Word with any 
disagreeable words among us. I am just not talking about in public. We have not 
had them in private. We work together. 
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The Brothers of the Word have never had an argument. Never and that is serious. 
That is serious because brothers and sisters, they cannot get along these days. We 
never had an argument. If you can get on one accord where you can bring two or 
three together as one, there is nothing you cannot do. There is nothing you cannot 
accomplish. 
 
So I just want to let, I do not know whether he is Aaron or Joshua, but I want to 
just let him close this out in whatever style and I hope that that spirit, that is why 
even God titled it because brother, you need the word and the image of this brothers 
and unity because if you do not have unity, if you do not have it even in your house, 
we have another issue where people think that the church can screen that stuff and 
it is hell in the house. God could not do it and if God could not do it, have mercy, I 
cannot do it. God could not do it. So, you have got to have that stuff straightened out 
at home. You can bring that stuff to the church and expect the church to straighten 
it out and it is just frying pans over the head at home. You cannot do it. You cannot 
do it. We have got to have unity among the brethren and sisteren first. 
 
Jesus, he said, “Look, how can you say that you love God whom you have not seen 
and you do not love your brother whom you have seen?” So we have to get this stuff 
straight among us and for the harshness of the day’s message, well actually, it was 
not really harsh because I did not say something I really wanted to. I did tone it 
down. I really did but I like now for Aaron or Joshua to come and just give us our 
closing for today. 
 
Amen. Give Pastor another hand for that message. Let me thank you for being such 
a gentleman over the years, man. Some of us would have got that love. It is some 
Pastor to actually be cursing in the book that I have… You all have heard some of 
that. That would have brought a few curse words out of our beloved Pastor but we 
thank him for correcting us and guiding us with a gentle hand. He had been such a 
leader of integrity. They make it easy to follow.  
 
There are a lot of leaders nowadays. You cannot impress them so it is good to just 
have a leader and a pastor that we could trust. And we pray to God for bedroom talk 
as imagined and the other part of that that I did entail that and we serve a pastor 
that really, he did not push my charm money. He will just tell you to bow your head 
and seek God on what to give. You really need to take that to heart. When 
something is pressed on your heart to give you, you need to make sure that you are 
obedient of that. Even that is a more generous way of giving money. If you are not 
obedient of what you hear, that consequences would be worse on you and if you did 
not even ask so you need to take that to heart and when God tells you to give up 
something, you need to obey that and even in 2006, when my wife and I are giving, 
it was more than it has ever been in our lives in any other year and in the first two 
months of 2007, we got the book deal through. 
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There was seven times what our agent expected and when you know, usually when 
you are selling something, your expectations are pretty high. And she said other 
unusual things about it. She has had the most publishers when they call and want a 
book, they will say, “I will just make you this offer” and it is really not a serious 
excitement on but she said that when this person called from this large publishing 
in the world, she said I have never heard the excitement of any publisher. I just 
love, love, love this book. I just got to have it. She said even though it was seven 
times what she expected for a first time author, she said the lady apologized. I am 
excited. This is all I have got in my budget. They give us this amount so I tell you, 
we saw the favor of God and I tell you and now, she is pregnant with the seventh 
child and we went through a lot of struggle with all of those children and they made 
the biggest sacrifice of money both inside and outside of the arc that we have ever 
done and the biggest sacrifice of children with this seven and God spoke to my wife 
and told her that if we would have that seventh child, because of that level of 
sacrifice, that we never have to worry about money again and we did not know how 
it was coming and how it would come through but we just stayed in obedience and 
did what he asked of us. 
 
We just thank God and not only that, these first two months of this year, I have 
made more in my investments than I have made in all of my years of investing 
combined. So I just say it on right to say that to be obedient to his voice and a lot of 
times when he asks us to give, it may seem like that we are losing something but I 
can tell you, you do not know if you do not do it, you do not know what the real big 
loss is that you compromising from it. You cannot see the blessings that he has in 
store for you and we will just look at the little bits living in our pockets right then 
but we do not see the big deposit in our heavenly bank account when we are 
obedient unto his word. So I leave you with that word today. 
 
 


