
Specks In The Eye of The Beholder 
 
Sermon Title: Specks In The Eye of The Beholder 
Sermon Number: 5342 
Speaker: Nathaniel Hawthorne Bronner, Jr. 
 
 
 

Links to audio sermon – Windows Media Version is best, MP3 is 2nd best: 
Windows Media Version http://www.theonlineword.com/s/5342.wma

MP3 Version http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5342.mp3
 

TheOnLineWord.com 
and 

AirJesus.com 
 

TheOnLineWord.com         AirJesus.com
 
 
 

v7160 

http://www.theonlineword.com/s/5342.wma
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5342.mp3
http://www.theonlineword.com/
http://www.airjesus.com/


 - 2 -

 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Today is the third message in the “Tears At The Traffic 
Light “ series. For those of you who have not heard the prior two messages, I  
strongly  encourage you to go and listen to the first message. It will give you the 
background and the origin of this series. You can go and listen to it absolutely free 
of charge in AirJesus.com. Message No. 5340 is the beginning message, and it will 
give you the background of the series and what God has led me to deal with upon 
this day. Today, we are dealing with the third of those emotional things that so 
many so many of us are plagued with and wrestle with and struggle with on a    
day-to-day basis. 
 
I want to just give you just real life example. It exemplifies the sermon, and perhaps 
you can see this just in its graphic explanation and detailing. My wife Puddin’ had 
gone on a special diet. She watches what we do here at the church, she watches 
what I do, and periodically she will decide to go on her cleansing diet. She said, “I 
want to do this for a week.” She was telling me, “Now, what can I eat on that eating 
diet?” And so I said, “Puddin’, you can’t eat anything that is cooked. You have to eat 
it just as it came out of the Garden of Eden.” She said, “Well, what about these 
peanuts? I want some roasted peanuts.” I said, “You can’t eat roasted peanuts. You 
have to eat raw peanuts.” 
 
So I got home from work one day, and Pudding had the raw peanuts, and she said, 
“I can’t shell these things”. I said, “What do you mean, you can’t? It is easy. It is no 
different than shelling raw peanuts versus roasted peanuts.” She said, “Well, you do 
it and let me see how you do it.” 
 
So Puddin’ had her bag of raw of peanuts there, and I took the peanuts and popped 
the shell open and there were the peanuts, and I just pop the peanuts in my mouth. 
I said, “There’s no problem. There is no difficulty shelling these peanuts.” Puddin’ 
said, “No, no, no. You don’t understand”. She said, “Do that again.” So I took 
another peanut and popped the peanut open, and there were three peanuts in it. 
She said, “You see that red stuff on the peanut?” I said, “Yeah, that is the skin on 
the peanuts.” She said, “Well, that is not on the roasted peanuts.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I said, “Well, Puddin’, that’s because on the roasted 
peanut it burns off.” I said, “But the shell, the skin of the peanut,” I said, “Puddin’, 
it’s just a paper-thin thing. It has virtually no taste to it. I just eat this skin on the 
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peanut, and it is fiber, it is good for you, it has no taste.” I said, “You just eat it.” 
Puddin’ said, “I don’t like that.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: She said, “I don’t like that red skin on the peanut, and 
that is what I am having a difficulty with.” And Puddin’ would not eat the red skin 
on the peanut. 
 
So I came back an hour later, and Puddin’ had eaten about a small handful of 
peanuts, and I watched Puddin’. She would crack open the peanut, she would take 
each peanut out one by one, and just like you eat a banana, she would sit there and 
peel the skin off of the peanut and then eat the peanut. I said, “No wonder it is 
taking you so long to eat the peanut, because you are dealing with peeling the skin 
off of each and every individual peanut.” And as I saw that, I said, “Puddin’, that’s 
exactly what I am preaching about on Sunday on the subject of pettiness.” 
 
So many of us are going through life, and we are being held up, blocked, slowed up, 
because we are dealing with insignificant things, and the insignificant things are 
taking us far longer than the significant things. I could eat a whole two handfuls of 
peanuts by the time Puddin’ got through five peanuts, peeling off that skin. 
 
Today’s message is called “Pettiness - Specks in the Eye of the Beholder”. It is one of 
those emotions that we wrestle with, that we deal with. My pastor where I grew up, 
the late Reverend William Holmes Borders, used to say, “Too often we will major in 
minors and minor in majors, and we go through life focusing on, spending all of our 
time, our emotions, our energy and our focus, on things that, in truth, do not even 
matter.” The real definition of the word “pettiness” is to focus or to concentrate on 
trivial things that, in truth, do not even matter. 
 
In Matthew, Chapter 7, Verse 3, Jesus says:  “Why do you look at the specks of 
sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank on your own eye? 
How can you say to your brother, Let me take the speck out of your eye, when all 
the time there is a plank in your own eye. You hypocrite! First, take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s 
eye.” 
 
Now, when Jesus gave this statement, first of all, it was one of those statements 
that was figurative and not literal, because Jesus knew that the man did not have a 
literal plank in his eye. He actually more than likely had a speck in his eye; but the 
issue with the speck in the eye, the eye biologically is the most sensitive part of the 
human body. Some people would think that perhaps the sexual organs are the most 
sensitive. No, the eye by far. It is the most sensitive part of your body. If you just 
get a dust mote in your eye, you are blinking and your eyes are watering; you have 
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bend over, trying to blow in it and get it. And do not mention getting something like 
a grain of sand in your eye; you can’t function! So because of the sensitivity of the 
eye, no matter how small the thing is, if it gets in your eye, you have extremely 
impaired vision. 
 
Jesus knew that. He could see the man who really had perhaps a little thing in his 
eye. But, see, a grain of sand is just the same as having a plank in your eye. You 
cannot function with a grain of sand in your eye. You just cannot see. And, see, 
when you are focused on a lot of petty things in life, it impairs your vision; and you 
will never be able to do anything great or anything powerful without vision, but too 
often we cannot do the things that God has destined us to do because we are stuck 
with grains of sand and with dust and with the petty things in life; and there we 
are, peeling off skin, and it is keeping us from the meat, and we have to learn how 
to be able to open our eyes and truly to see what is important in life. 
 
II Kings, Chapter 6, Verse 17:  “And Elisha prayed, ‘Oh Lord, open his eye so he 
may see.’ Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills 
full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” 
 
If we could just open our eyes and truly see in life what is really important; often all 
we see is, in reality and in truth, the petty stuff. 
 
Turn to the person next to you and ask them, “What is important in your life?” 
 
Now, let me first of all tell you how you can kind of judge what is important in your 
life. First of all, where do you spend your time? You know, that will tell you what is 
really important in your life. If a man tells you, “Baby, you are really important to 
me”; but he spends every free hour looking at the football game, it kind of tells you 
in reality what is really important to him. So if you really want to know what is 
important in your life, first of all, you need to ask yourself the question -- Where do 
I spend my time? -- and it will tell you. You know, if you say, “Well, God is number 
one in my life.” “Well, how much time do you spend with God, you know, if God is 
really number one in your life? You will miss your prayer time; sometimes we do not 
even have a prayer time to miss. We will miss our prayer time, but we will not miss 
our favorite soap opera. If we are going to be delayed, we make sure we have set the 
VCR to record it, so we can watch it later. 
 
Now, the soft opera does nothing to enrich our life. None out ten times, it is nothing 
but negative stuff, it is one mess after another. It is a petty thing in reality; but we 
have minored in something that is major, and we have majored in something that is 
minor:  we won’t miss the soft opera! But we will miss our time with God and 
studying the Word, and we focus on things which are petty. 
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God has had to deal with me just in even understanding some things that are 
important. One of the things He dealt with me recently, I have in my Jeep a GPS 
unit, a Global Positioning Satellite unit. It is a thing where you can punch in an 
address or location, and it will take you and give you turn-by-turn directions on how 
to get where you are going. My wife had a GPS in her van and it broke, and God 
spoke to me and He said, “Give her yours, and I want you to go buy another one.” 
He gave me the brand name of the GPS that I was to go and buy, and I went and 
bought it. The GPS that I had in my Jeep, it was the most expensive; it was the 
most highly rated, state-of-the-art GPS that you could buy. The one that He told me 
to get was number two. I went and bought it and put it in my car, and I begun to 
use. But I did not like the thing, and I was saying to myself, “Lord, why did You tell 
me to get this thing, and this thing is not as good as the other one?” First of all, it 
was bigger than the other one. The GPS unit was bigger, but the screen was 
smaller; so it was not designed nearly as well, it was not as pretty as the other one. 
 
The other one had a larger screen on it. The other one, the navigational features of 
entering an address were just much easier. The other one as it spoke to you, the 
voice was crispier and cleaner. So the other one just had all these advantages. Both 
of them had a device where you could hook up your Bluetooth cell phone and talk 
through the GPS unit with your phone; but the new one that I bought would not 
work with my phone. So I had all these issues with this GPS. 
 
I took it back. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I took it back and got a refund; and on my way back, God 
said, “Didn’t I not tell you to get that GPS?” I said, “But, Lord, that one is not as 
good as the one I had! I can go down point after point after point about why the one 
You told me to get is just not as good as the one I had, and I do not like that new 
one.” He said, “Didn’t I tell you?” 
 
Do you know, we have a issue oftentimes when God is speaking to us and it is 
something we do not want to do and something we think that we can do this thing 
better? I just had an issue with the thing. And finally, I had to go ahead and just 
relent. I turned my car back around, I went back, and I got the same GPS that I 
brought back. It told the lady in customer service, I said, “You can just give me that 
right one over there. It is already open, and I brought back. Just give me that one, I 
am going to take it on back.” I got it and put it back in my Jeep. As I was driving 
home, I did not like the thing. It just was not as good as the other. 
 
God then spoke something to me. He said, “I have to get you used to not having the 
best of some things.” … “I have to get you used to not having the best of some 
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things.” And every time I am driving, there is that GPS sitting right there in front 
of me, and I know this thing is not the best. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: He said, “I’ve got to get you used to not having the best of 
some things.” Then He spoke another Word to me. He said, “But you will have the 
best of everything that’s important.” And -- and -- 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I saw what God was doing with me. He was taking me 
through a process so that I could really understand what was important. GPS is not 
important. 
 
Now, let me tell you that the GPS that He told me to get, every feature on the GPS 
is worse than the one Puddin’ has except one feature. There was one feature on the 
GPS God told me to get that is rated better, that all the reviews say is better, that I 
could see was better:  the Bluetooth was not as good, the screen was not as good, the 
controls were not as good, the voice was not as good, the size was not as good. A 
whole lot of stuff on it just was not as good. It has a traffic indicator that has two 
wires going to it; the other one just had one wire, made all neat to carry. There is a 
whole bunch of stuff that just wasn’t as good. There was only one feature of the GPS 
that God told me to get that was better. The one feature that was better is, it gave 
better directions. 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: That’s the one feature that was better. See, all of the 
other stuff was peanut skin. Do you understand? It wasn’t even important. The real 
main purpose of the thing is to give you directions, and I was focusing on all this:. it 
wasn’t as pretty; the voice was not as good. I was focusing on all that. But the one 
feature that was superior, it gave better directions! God was trying to tell me 
something. He said, “Listen. I am trying to get you to understand what is important 
in life.”  
 
I began to see things even beyond the GPS. There is so much stuff we focus on, fuss 
about, and that stuff is not even important. It’s petty! We worry about cars and 
houses and clothes and prestige and all this kind of stuff, and when you really boil 
that stuff down and distill that stuff to its essence and you begin to understand 
truth, that stuff isn’t even important. 
 
Too often, we become dissatisfied, because we do not have what we feel is the best of 
some things. And I began to realize, there is a is whole lot stuff I will just never 
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have the best stuff. There is going to be someone who is going to have a better-
looking spouse than you do, or least you think. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And, see, that’s the reality some of you don’t see. Some of 
these people that have all these good-looking folks, you’re just sitting there just 
jealous of all of that; you do not know what that person is going through with that 
person! So -- 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: We will see people who have better houses and better 
jobs, and they just have better skin and better half and all of this kind of stuff, and 
we will become jealous and these things will start to take control of mind, and we 
focus on all of this stuff. And God had to tell me, “I’ve got to make you realize what 
is truly important. You become like too many other of my people, and you focus in 
on all this stuff that is petty in My sight. I have never brought anybody into My 
Kingdom based on how they dressed or what they drove or how much money they 
earned.” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: “I have never brought anybody, and that is not going to be 
when you get before the Throne of Greatness. That is not going to be what Jesus is 
going to judge you on.” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: See, people, we better understand what is important in 
life and move away from so much of the pettiness. Oftentimes, even the more God 
blesses us financially, do you know, oftentimes the pettier we can become? 
 
We just came back from a brothers’ trip, and we all went to Hawaii. We stayed in 
one of the most fabulous hotels on the island, and I kind of could see just one of the 
classic examples of pettiness. Now, I don’t really want to criticize this; but when I 
just see it, I said, “Whoo, that’s trivial”. You know, all of the fancy hotels have 
what’s called a turndown service. For those of you who have never stayed at a real 
fancy hotel, let me tell you what is a turndown service is. They will come to your 
room about 7:00 or 8:00 o’clock at night, knock on the door, and there you will have 
this fancy-dressed person and they will come in and they turn down your bed covers 
and leave you a mint on the pillow. 
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So there I am in my room, and each night they knock on the door, say, “Mr. 
Bronner, this is the turndown service. Would you like your bed turned down?” My 
answer was, “Oh, no!” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: “I do not need you to” -- I mean, I didn’t say it like that; 
but what was going through my mind, “No, I do not need you to come down and turn 
down my bed! I am in good shape, I am in good health; all I do is pull the cover back 
and slide in the bed!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So I’m trying to figure out, how did this thing get started? 
How do you become so pampers that you have to have someone come in and pull 
back the cover for you to get in the bed? I mean, I kind of think to myself, “How do 
we get so petty?” And I know when you have a fancy hotel, you just have to have all 
these kinds of services that just appeal to the upper crust and the upper echelon; 
but I began to say to myself, “We have lost sight of what is important, and 
oftentimes we are worrying and we are rating life on stuff like that, on the quality 
of the turndown service.” 
 
See, when you have all these stuff, we learn to focus on things, that is why the Bible 
says, “Sleep comes difficult for a rich man.” See, the problem is, we have the bed 
turned down, get in the bed and can’t sleep. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: See, that’s the problem. We are focusing on all of the 
wrong things! When you have a peace in your spirit, even when you have to turn 
down your own bed -- and, see, some of you when you get in the bed at night, you do 
not have to turn down your bed, because you haven’t made it up from the morning. 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So you do not even have to worry about any turndown; it 
is already turned down. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Sometimes you have to go in there and pull the cover up, 
because you’ve thrown it on the floor, so you do not even have to worry about a 
turndown service. 
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(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: But too often, we focus on all of these petty things. God 
has had sent me through experience after experience after experience to get me 
away from all of the things of this world, and that is why He told me the statement 
to say with each one of these messages in this series, “The greater your spirit grows, 
the less any of the stuff of the world will matter.” We must understand and digest 
this:  “The greater your spirit grows, the less any of the stuff of the world will 
matter.”  
 
These last five minutes, I just want to give you five quick keys dealing with fives 
that will kind of help you recognize when stuff is petty. First thing is, any time 
you’re dealing with something, ask yourself this question:  will this matter five 
years from now? Will this matter five years from now? If the thing is not going to 
matter in the long haul, it’s petty. 
 
Ask yourself this second question:  is this worth five dollars? So much of the stuff is 
not even worth five dollars that gets us upset. We drive in traffic, we are mad with 
our colleague, is that worth five dollars? Will it matter five years from now? If you 
cannot answer yes to both of those questions, it is petty. 
 
Third thing, is it worth five minutes of my time? Is it worth five minutes of your 
time? So much stuff is so petty and is not even worth five minutes of your time. 
 
Is it worth five hours of your sleep? See, when something gets in your system, you 
cannot sleep. So you need to ask yourself whenever you are getting ready to deal 
with a situation that is starting to get under your skin, ask yourself the question:  is 
this thing worth five hours of my sleep? And if it is not worth five hours of your 
sleep, it is petty and you need to let it go and you need to say, “I am not going to let 
this thing take five hours of my sleep, it is not going to take five minutes of my time, 
it is not worth five dollars, and I am not even going to remember it five years from 
now.” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Last thing, is it worth any of these five:  Is it worth your 
family, is it your worth your finances, is it worth your freedom, is it worth your 
physical health, and is it worth your future in Eternity? 
 
When you start filtering the things in life through these five, you will find that so 
much of the stuff that we deal with is petty and is not even worth our time, and 
once we start shedding ourselves of all of this, we will find how much freer we will 
become, how much closer to God we will become, how much we will start seeing the 
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real things in life that are truly important, and we will start getting the meat out of 
life. 
 
If you need to listen to this message again, simply go to AirJesus.com. This is 
Message No. 5342. You can also listen to the entire series beginning at Message No. 
5340. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of World, because, Brother, you need 
the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen. I am going to ask C. Elijah to come and close us 
out for today. 
 
And, people, give somebody a high five. Just give them a high five and think about 
those five things, and it will help keep you out of dealing with the petty things of 
life. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Praise God, what a wonderful, wonderful message, and we 
thank God so much for it. This entire series is really helping to develop us 
spiritually and to make us better people, and so many people just get so bent out of 
shape over just little things. People get divorced because husbands just leave the 
toilet seat up … just little petty things, little petty things. So we just thank God for 
a higher perspective on life and how to judge and how to perceive things through 
God’s eyes. 
 
Personally, I must admit, I did like the little turndown service myself (laughing). 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: I do not know what Pastor Nathaniel thought. I looked 
forward to that every night (laughing). 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: In fact, if they hadn’t been in my room, sometimes I would 
call the desk and say, “Can you send somebody up here to turn down my bed?” 
(laughing). 
 
(Applause.) 
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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: ”What are you doing down there? Get my bed turned down” 
(laughing). “I’ve got to get in the bed. I need it turned down. That’s what I’m paying 
you for” (laughing). 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: We’ll call the hotel desk and tell them, “Get back up here 
and turn down my bed”? Yeah, he is saying that as a joke; but that’s real (laughing). 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Oh, I’m not joking (laughing). 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 


