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PASTOR NATHANIEL: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Actually, this happened to me really over two years ago. I 
was in Baltimore, Maryland. I was at a convention. And oftentimes, things will 
happen and God will wait for a particular time for you to even talk about it or tell it 
or bring it forth, because God knows what you need and He knows when you need 
it. I was at the convention, and each day I would walk from my hotel to the 
Convention Center; it was three or four blocks and took about ten minutes to walk 
from the hotel to the Convention Center. And there in Baltimore, they had a 
tremendously large number of homeless people who were there on the street. There 
was this particular federal building, and the federal building had more less a garage 
underneath and you could see where men would just sleep by the dozens in this 
garage, this little overhang shed, and each morning and each evening as I would 
walked to and from the Convention Center, there on the street would be all of these 
homeless people. 
 
Homeless people, it appears they seem to have developed a sense about people. You 
know sometimes when you’re in some situations and you go through some things. 
your senses become honed and sharpened, and it appeared that they could somehow 
sense who had the highest probability of helping them. I would notice that as I 
would walk, there would be a lot of people on the sidewalk. For some reason, they 
seem to picked me out. And perhaps sometimes you can tell the way people walk 
whether you are going to get any help from them. You know, there is just an 
attitude and an air that some people have, you can tell they are not going to speak 
to you and they are not going to help you. You can feel the wall that surrounds them 
even as they walk, and I would notice that the homeless people would somehow 
target me. 
 
Now, maybe it was that I looked like I was from out of town. Sometimes you can tell 
when people are not local to the vicinity. But they always would target and they 
always would come up to me, and I always would help them. This particular day as 
I was walking back, there was this man there, and for some reason God just laid it 
upon my heart to be just extra-generous to this man. I reached in my wallet, and I 
remember I gave this man what I believe -- I think I gave him $50.00, which for a 
homeless person out on the street to get that kind of money is a lot. I balled it up 
where he couldn’t see how much it was, and I did that for reason. So I balled up and 
rolled up the money and handed it to him, and I walked away real quick, getting 
back to my hotel room. 
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As I was walking, there was traffic light, and I had to stop for the traffic light to 
cross the street, and as I stopped for the traffic light, I looked to my side and there 
this man was. He had obviously unwrapped the money, because I didn’t imagine he 
waited too long to unwrap it. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: He had unwrapped the money, and when he saw how 
much it was, he had run to catch me. As I looked at him and as I looked in his eyes, 
he just said, “Thank you, thank you.” Then he asked me a question, and the 
question shook me somewhat, because I in my logical mind and in my flesh recoiled 
against the question. Don’t judge me too harshly on this, because I am speculating 
that most of you would have recoiled, too. The man asked me, “Can I just hug you?” 
Now, that would seem to be reasonable request; but the problem was this -- all of 
you say “the problem.” 
 
The problem. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: The problem was this:  I was in a suit. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: My suit was clean, my hands were clean, my shoes were 
clean, my skin was clean, my hair was clean -- everything about me was clean! And 
this man, there I stood looking at him, this man did not look like he had seen the 
sunny side of a shower for six months. His hands were full of dirt, you could see the 
dirt, and from a distance of even three feet, I could smell that this man hadn’t 
washed in I don’t know how long. 
 
Now, I am not a germaphobic person; I’m not afraid of germs. I really don’t even 
believe in the germ theory of illness. I believe if you have a strong immune system, 
nothing will really make you sick. So germs didn’t bother me, but there was just 
something that was just innate in me that when this grimy, dirty and, to be 
perfectly honest with you, stinky man asked me, “Can I just hug you?” something 
just all inside of me said, “Whoa, I won’t want to hug this man! Good grief!” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Then you begin thinking about other stuff. Well, 
sometimes people who are on the street for whatever reason or another have been 
jail, and sometimes they don’t have the best moral values; and you think, “If I go to 
hug this man, will this man even try to steal my wallet?” This kind of stuff goes 
through your mind! Don’t look at me funny! 
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(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Don’t sit and judge me, because you are sitting right there 
in your clean suits and your sharp dresses right now. If you were in that same 
situation with some stinking man coming up to you, talking about can he hug you, 
all of you would have had the identical reaction; so don’t look at me with that kind 
of look, “Now, Pastor, you ought to be ashamed of yourself. You should have done 
the Christian thing.” Don’t look at me like that! 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You would’ve done the same thing, and you would have 
felt the same way, and this is just real. And the thought just ran through my mind 
and I then could understand how the good Samaritan felt with the man who was on 
the roadside in need, because it was a road where robbers would often lay in 
ambush, pretending that they needed help, and when you went over to help them, 
they would rob you. So it was a risk in hugging this dirty man; there was just a risk 
involved. And he asked me, “Please, can I just hug you?” 
 
People, there are points in life when your Christianity is really called to the carpet. 
You understand? There are points in your life when you are just faced with what I 
have to put it just like it is:  you are faced with just a dirty, stinking truth. You are 
faced with a situation of where really when you are put in a position when your 
Christianity is really called to the carpet. You see, I did not really have an issue 
when God led me to give the man the money. I didn’t have a problem. I didn’t have 
an issue with that. But when the man wanted to get close to me, I had some issues 
with that. When I could smell this man, I had some issues with that. When I could 
see the dirt, I had some issues with that. And to be perfectly honest with you, I 
didn’t want to touch that man. 
 
“Please, can I just hug you?” I took a deep breath. That’s exactly what I did; I took a 
deep breath, because I did not want to hug him and smell it. I’ll be honest, because I 
could smell him from a distance! So if I can smell him from a distance, I knew what 
it was going to be like up close; so I took a deep breath, reached out, grabbed the 
man and hugged the man. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Now, it wasn’t until the next morning as I got up in my 
prayers at 5:00 o’clock in the morning that God began to just minister to me dealing 
with that situation, and I began to understand some things. Most of you have been 
in situations where people on the street have come up to you, and they often and 
usually without fail want money. But there is another thing that they often want: 
they want to shake your hand. I began to understand what this man even needed 
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more than money, he needed to touch something clean. He needed to touch 
something clean. He had been in a world where everything around him shunned 
him, rejected him, dejected him, denounced him, and everything around him was 
dirty, scuffling, clawing; and here he can see from an external what appeared to be 
cleanliness. All he wanted to do was just grab on to, for just a few seconds, 
something that was clean. 
 
I want to talk to you today from the subject of “The Cleaner”. There are going to be 
points in all of our lives when we are going to need cleaning and need to be able to 
grab onto something that’s clean coming. There are going to be times when we feel 
unworthy, when we feel dirty, when we see all of our errors and all of our mistakes 
and all of our foolishness. There will be times when we just feel covered with stuff, 
and we just need to be in the midst of something clean. 
 
In the Book of Matthew, Chapter 8 -- you don’t have to turn there -- beginning at 
the 1st verse, you’ve heard this story. It says, “When He was come down from the 
mountain, great multitudes followed Him. And, behold, there came a leper and 
worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean. And Jesus 
put forth His hand and touched him, saying, “I will, be thou clean.” And 
immediately his leprosy was cleansed.” 
 
Jesus came to wash us, to cleanse us. And there are going to be so many times in 
our life when we just need washing. See, the external we can see very easy. We get 
up in the morning and shower in the morning, we shower often at night. We can 
clean the external, but what do we do about the internal? What do we do about the 
spirit? What do we do about the heart? How do we get that stuff clean? See, there is 
no product, really, that you can buy that will clean your spirit. There is a cleaner 
that you can buy to clean your gut, but there is nothing you can buy that will clean 
your spirit. You can’t pay for it. But there are times when we need our spirits 
cleaned.  
 
Jesus was the great, the all-time Cleaner. Our major text is going to be coming from 
the Book of John, beginning at that 13th chapter; and I’m going to be reading the 
New Living Translation so that it reads clear to you, and I want you to understand 
some things about the Cleaner. It reads:  “Before the Passover celebration, Jesus 
knew that His hour had come to leave this world and return to His Father. He now 
showed the disciples the full extent of His Love; it was time for supper, and the 
devil had already enticed Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to carry out his plan to 
betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had given Him authority over everything 
and that He had come from God and would return to God. So He got up from the 
table, took off His robe, wrapped a towel around His waist and poured water into a 
basin. Then He began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel He 
had around Him. 
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“When he came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, why are You going to wash 
my feet?” Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now why I am doing it, someday you 
will. “No,” Peter protested, “You will never wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “But if I 
don’t wash you, you won’t belong to Me.” Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my 
hands and head, as well, Lord, not just my feet!” Jesus replied, “A person who has 
bathed all over does not to wash except for the feet to be entirely clean. And you are 
clean, but that is not true of everyone here, for Jesus knew who would betray Him. 
That is what He meant when He said, “Not all of you are clean.” Turn to the person 
next to you and tell them, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Not all of you are clean. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: “Not all of you are clean.” 
 
“After washing their feet, He put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you 
understand what I was doing? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, 
because it is true. And since I, the Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
are to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have 
done to you. How true it is that a servant is not greater than the master, nor are 
messengers more important than the one who sends them. You know these things, 
now do them. That is the path of blessing.” 
 
You see, there is s a fundamental law about cleaning anything. The fundamental 
law about cleaning anything is this:  for something to be made clean; something else 
has to be made dirty. It’s a fundamental natural and spiritual law of cleaning 
anything:  for something to be made clean, something else must be made dirty. If I 
wanted to clean this podium and I wanted to take a napkin, if I wipe the podium, 
the podium becomes clean; but the napkin becomes dirty. And no matter what you 
do, if you are washing your car and you take the hose and you spray the water on 
your car, the car becomes clean; but the water becomes dirty. So there is a natural 
and spiritual law that to clean anything, something has to bear away the dirt that 
is taken. 
 
Jesus came to carry away and to bear your dirt; but He gave us a command, also. As 
He washed the disciples’ feet, He said, “Now you go and do likewise. I’m cleaning 
you; but when I clean you, don’t just think that you are just so clean. When I clean 
you, you go and you help clean some other people.” 
 
There are some things that you are going to need to understand about how when 
Jesus became the Cleaner, the steps that He went through in that Verse No. 3. It 
says, “Jesus knew that the Father had given Him authority over everything and 
that He had come from God and would return to God.” Jesus knew three things:  the 
Father had given Him authority over everything; He knew that He had come from 
God; and He knew that He would return to God.  
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You see, I know three things. I can do all things through Christ, which strengthenth 
me … 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: … I know that I came from God, and I know that I am 
going back to God. 
 
So when you understand those three things, I mean, Jesus did several things 
understanding this. The first thing it said He did, He took off His robe. You have to 
dress to clean. You don’t go out and wash your car or you don’t clean up your house 
in your Sunday best. You dress to clean, because there is something about and it is 
the reason I really didn’t want to hug the man, because I was too clean! 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So you dress to clean. There are some things that you  
have to do. You cannot oftentimes really work with a person where they are until 
sometimes you put on some different clothes and you have to sometimes take off 
your high and mighty robe. So Jesus took up His robe; He changed clothes; He got 
into attire and dress, He got into a manner and a frame of mind of “I am getting 
ready to do some cleaning.” 
 
Oftentimes to clean, you’ve got to get on the level of the thing that needs to be 
cleaned! You’ve got to embrace and you’ve got to hug sometimes some stinking 
things. That smell will go up into your nostrils and sometimes your flesh. You know, 
there are some people who need help that, to be honest about it, you do not want to 
fool with. Their attitude is nasty! See, it is not the physical that we deal with 
cleaning. How many of you know people with nasty attitudes? You don’t want to fool 
with nasty, stinking attitudes. But they need cleaning! 
 
So how are you going to clean them with a nasty, stinking attitude with a 
standoffish attitude back in your robe? You’ve got to take off some stuff. You are 
going to go and hug and embrace them, and you will oftentimes find that what 
people with nasty, stinking attitudes really need is a hug … 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: … because no one else will hug them, because just like 
you know they have nasty, stinking attitudes, everyone else sees they have nasty, 
stinking attitudes; and as a result, everyone else will stand off from them. 
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But you’ve got to become like Jesus and become the Cleaner. He took off His robe. 
Then He wrapped a towel around His waist. Of all the places that you wrap a towel, 
He took off His robe and wrapped it around the waist, wrapping your private, 
personal areas. If you have the last place that you going to leave uncovered, that is 
the place. He wrapped it around His private, personal areas. The area that most of 
us need cleaned, sometimes you have to even share and get into some private, 
personal areas, because that is where most people are hurting. That is where most 
of the damage has been done. That is where most of the problem is. 
 
So He wrapped a towel around His waist, and then He wiped and dried their feet 
with the towel around His waist. He had to get down, sometimes use personal and 
private things, to wipe the lowest part of a person, the dirtiest part of a person, the 
job that even the disciples could not even understand. Jesus said, “You don’t even 
understand this now, but you will understand it later.” These were the men who 
walked closest. He said, “You don’t even understand this now.” To go and help 
someone who needs cleaning, who is down in the gutter, who has fallen down, who 
needs someone to just give them a hug when no one else will touch them, sometimes 
you don’t even understand the principle of that until later. 
 
He poured water into a basin. You see, water is the Spirit, because you can’t clean 
without water. You can’t clean if you don’t have the water. You cannot clean 
without the Holy Spirit, and you are the basin. A basin is nothing but a wire pot, for 
He is the Potter and we are the clay. We are nothing but basins. You can’t clean if 
you are not filled with the Spirit yourself. You’ve got to pour some water into your 
basin to be able to clean someone else, because you can’t clean anybody if your spirit 
is as bad as theirs. You have to have Water in your basin first. 
 
And then He began to wipe the disciples’ feet. Every day, you are going to be faced 
with someone who needs cleaning. 
 
God has given me a command:  I have to help someone every day. I was in my car 
the other day, almost the situation that happened to me in Baltimore a couple of 
years ago. There was a man on the street. I was stopped at the traffic light. He 
walked up to me. And instead of looking at the man and saying, “Here comes 
another stinking, dirty man,” I said, “Here comes my opportunity to help someone 
today.” I rolled down my window. The first thing he did, he stuck his hand in; he 
wanted a handshake. It was unclean. All of you say, “It wasn’t clean.” 
 
CONGREGATION: It wasn’t clean. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I said, “What do you need?” He said, “I just got of the 
county jail.” I reached in my wallet and gave him money. While I was doing that, 
there were cars behind me just blowing their horns because the light had turned 
green. But I had to say, “I’ve got to get my blessing.” 
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(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I wasn’t doing it as “I am giving this man a blessing,” 
because let me tell you what Jesus said. In that last verse of that series, John 13:17, 
He says this:  “You know these things, now do them. That is the path of blessing.” 
The King James Version says:  “If you know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.” But the other versions, they use the word “blessings” in place of “happiness”. 
The New King James says:  “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do 
them.”  The NIV:  “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 
them.”  The New Living Translation:  “You know these things, now do them. That is 
the path of blessing.” 
 
So if you want to be blessed, you need to become a cleaner and you need to go 
through the process. You are going to need to help some people along the path of 
this life. Jesus says, “That is the path of blessing.” 
 
People, we’ve got some cleaning to do, a whole lot of it, because there are a lot of 
people out there right now who need a hug. 
 
I thank you for listening to us today. If you need to hear this message again, this is 
Message No. 5349. You can go AirJesus.com, listen to it and hundreds of others 
absolutely free. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
(Music.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen, amen. I just want you to stand and just hug your 
neighbor. Now, see, you have to practice in here. Everyone in here is clean, they are 
smelling good, and if you can’t hug the people who are clean and smelling good, how 
are you going to hug the people out there? 


