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PASTOR NATHANIEL: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. Today I have to talk to you about something that, to be honest, is 
pretty ugly. Turn to the person next to you and just tell them, “He’s got something 
pretty ugly to talk to us about today.” 
 
I was in Jamaica -- I told you about this; I preached about this upon last service, the 
sermon called ”See The Beauty”. I was in Jamaica, and early one morning God woke 
me; and it was one of those unusual types of wake-ups, and I heard Him speaking 
unto my spirit as I was asleep:  “Get up, I‘ve got something important to tell you.” 
And when He spoke the words, I immediately took out my phone, and in my phone I 
have my Notepad and it’s a database where I can keep all of my stuff, and I 
immediately wrote it, because I knew that when God spoke that, it was important for 
me to get it verbatim. And I have got pretty much the gist of it, but I don’t have it 
verbatim; and the reason that I don’t have it verbatim, if you heard the last sermon, 
you remember that I lost my phone. So I had it in the phone and it was lost; so I don’t 
have it verbatim, but I have got it in my spirit so I know pretty much what He said. It 
is not verbatim, but I got the gist of it. And He woke me early in the morning, and He 
said simply this:  “Everything that I’ve created is beautiful, even when there is pain, 
struggle and disappointment. Everything that Satan creates is at its core ugly, 
although it may appear beautiful on the surface.” That was the statement that He 
woke me and breathed into me. He said, “Everything that I have created is beautiful, 
even when there is pain, struggle and disappointment.” 
 
How many of you have had pain, struggle and disappointment? That’s virtually every 
hand. And oftentimes, all three of them go together. We have things that hurt us in 
one form or another, and we have so many different struggles in so many areas of life 
and there is so much stuff that we thought we would have had or things that we felt 
that we would have accomplished. And oftentimes, even among those whom God has 
spoken some promises to, there is this big, overwhelming looming word of ”When?” 
because it appears to be so delayed and it looks like it’s been so delayed that we often 
wonder has it truly been denied. We have just been disappointed in some things in 
life. But God spoke to me and said, “Everything that I have created is beautiful, even 
when there is pain, struggle and disappointment. But everything that Satan has 
created at its core is ugly, even when it appears to be beautiful.” 
 
The devil is perhaps the great deceiver, and in 1 John, Chapter 2, beginning at the 
15th verse, it’s a popular verse that you have heard and it says: “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the Will of God abideth for 
ever.” 
 



Here John says there are only three things that are in the world. He says, ”Don’t love 
the world,” but that’s a very difficult verse, because we are in the world; yet we are 
not supposed to be of the world. But we all have needs. Turn to the person next to you 
and tell them, “I’ve got needs.” We all have needs and we all are in the world, and we 
have this stuff. We have, actually, practical, realistic needs. But here John is saying, 
“Look, look, don’t love the world. All that’s in the world is the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes and the pride of life.” You see, that is all that’s in the world; but that’s 
a whole lot. It’s like some people when they talk about money, ”Money isn’t 
everything; but it’s a whole lot!” Do you understand? It’s a whole lot in very realistic, 
practical terms. He said, “All that’s in the world is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and that’s all that’s in the world!” That’s all; but that’s just a whole, whole, 
whole lot. It’s like saying, “All I need to breathe is some air.” That’s all you need is 
some air, but that’s a whole, whole, whole lot! So the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes and the pride of life, that’s all that’s in the world; but that’s all the world needs. 
That’s all Satan needs is the lust of the flesh -- and oftentimes he only needs one of 
those three; he doesn’t need all three of them. The lust of the flesh, that’s rough. 
 
God spoke to me years ago -- and, see, many times when we think of the lust of the 
flesh, most of the time all we think about is sex. But there are other lusts of the flesh. 
Food is a lust of the flesh. I have issues with lust of the flesh just in food. I like 
sweets. I just like sweets; I love Mr. Goodbars, and my favorite cake is German 
chocolate cake, which probably is the worst of the cakes. It’s got this creamy, gooey 
caramel stuff in it and it’s just thickly loaded. It’s just terrible for your body, but that 
stuff’s good. You understand. what I’m saying? It’s just good! And I had a lady who 
used to bring me a German chocolate cake every year for my birthday. And I’d tell 
her, ”Look, please stop bringing me this cake.” She would bring me the cake under 
this glass bowl, and I’d say, “I’m not going to eat this cake. I am not going to eat this 
cake!” I left that cake sitting in my office. After about two days, I would go in and get 
a little slice of it. The thing just, ah, almost melted in my mouth; so I got another 
slice. By the end of the week, that whole cake had nothing but crumbs left in there. 
And I’m the pastor! I would know all of this stuff, but sometimes just the lust of the 
flesh is all the devil needs, and even with my body. God spoke once and He said, 
”Look, that which is sweet to you will be bitter to your body, but that which is bitter 
to you will be sweet to your body,” and I understood exactly what He meant. I just 
have a weakness for sweets. 
 
And, see, many of us know right off the bat where our areas of weakness in the flesh 
reside. Sometimes the lust of the flesh is all the devil needs just to grab. Don’t even 
get on the subject of sex; that’s another whole lust of the flesh that you have to battle 
with. And I’m not sure -- you know, as you age, that stuff is supposed to lessen! I’m 
just not sure when that stuff leaves! It looks like it just programs you, I’m not sure. It 
looks like, you know, as time goes on you just ought to -- I’m just not sure when that 
stuff leaves! So the lust of the flesh is just real and it is ingrained and it is just there!  
 



And just because you’re ordained, that doesn’t mean a hill of beans! That doesn’t 
mean anything. Look, just because you come down and get saved and you have some 
hands laid on, do you think that is going to stop your lust of the flesh? No! Matter of 
fact, sometimes that just even makes it worse, because then you’re forbidden with the 
stuff, and then you’ve got straighten up. Sometimes, it just gets worse! So lust of the 
flesh, you know, if I was the devil, that is really all I would need to get the vast 
majority of folks, and I could just mess some folks up just with that. So even though 
it’s only three things, that’s all the devil needs. 
 
Then you’ve got lust of the eyes. Judges 14’s 1st verse begins and says:  “And Samson 
went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines. And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen 
a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me 
to wife. Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among 
the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife 
of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; 
for she pleaseth me well.” Samson said, “You look good.” He said, ”That woman looks 
good!” Samson was the strongest man in all of history, and he could not resist lust of 
the eye and lust of the flesh. That’s all the devil needs. 
 
And then there is the pride of life. Pride is an insidious thing that is there from birth, 
and I can see it just in my children when I compliment them and I’ll see their smiles 
just increase. It’s just ingrained in us. I have a problem with pride, and God has told 
me, “Look, in every one of these areas” -- just turn to the person next to you and say, 
“The pastor has a problem in every one of these areas.” And I’ll just admit it, I just do. 
I have a problem with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride; I have 
problems that I battle with and struggle with in every single one of those areas. The 
devil doesn’t need anything else! That’s all he needs is just those three to take you 
under. 
 
And I began to see as God spoke those words to me, “Everything I’ve created is 
beautiful, and everything the devil has created at its core is ugly, even though it may 
appear to be beautiful on the surface.” See, we have to understand, and I am 
speaking today from the subject of “Pretty Ugly.” You see, everything God has created 
is pretty, and everything of the devil is ugly; but the world flips it to where it appears 
that everything of the devil is pretty and everything of God is ugly. The world has a 
way of taking that which is truth, twisting and turning and inverting, and it will 
have the truth looking like a lie and the lie looking like the truth. And we have to be 
able to discern, first of all, what is truly created by God; and if it is not created by 
God, it’s of the devil. And we have to understand that our blueprint is this book -- 
pretty ugly -- and just begin to understand that principle. 
 
And often, see, when God creates something in our world, it’s not to the flesh pretty 
often. When He gives us things, there are some things in our inner spirit. First of all, 



God will tell you to be humble; that goes against the flesh. God will tell you to turn 
the cheek when the enemy slaps it on one; or carry and go the extra mile -- all that 
stuff looks like it’s ugly. God will tell you to give instead of receiving; that just looks 
ugly. All of the stuff that the devil will tell you, ”You know you’re something. You 
know you ought to walk with your head up. You know you’ve really accomplished all 
of this.” All of the stuff that the devil will tell you, it sounds pretty; but at its core it’s 
ugly. And the difficulty is discerning that which is truly beautiful at its core versus 
that which is ugly at its core. 
 
You know, everything that has gotten people in trouble at the time looked and 
sounded pretty good to them, because if the thing was ugly to them, they wouldn’t 
have fooled with it. So when a person takes their first shot of heroin, the drug dealer 
never tells them, “Look, this stuff will wreck your life. It will have you out on the 
street prostituting. You will never be happy from this point on. This stuff is pure hell. 
From this point on, it will take every bit of joy out of your life.” That’s not what the 
drug dealer tells them. He tells them the pretty side; but at its core, the stuff is ugly. 
And we have to be able to understand and recognize what is really pretty and what is 
really ugly. 
 
Most of the modern stuff in the world is not of God. It’s stuff that the world has built, 
and that’s why John says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world,” because there are only three things in the world. Those are some tough three 
things. 
 
I had an experience a few days ago. I was outside of a store where I normally shop, 
and there’s this man who hangs around the store a lot. I can tell he appears to be 
homeless, he doesn’t work, he is in bad shape, and each time I would come there, he 
would ask to wash my car; but, really, he’d have just a little bucket with some spray 
bottles and two or three towels in it -- actually, they weren’t towels, just newspapers. 
So he didn’t really do a good job of washing the car; but every time, I gave the man 
always a very generous amount of money. It would always be $10 or $20 each time. 
So each time he saw me, he just lit up because he knew that more than likely -- and I 
pretty much figure, I was his biggest customer. And this had been going on for 
probably well over a year. 
 
The other day I saw him coming towards my Jeep, big grin on his face, and God spoke 
to me and said, “Do not give him over $2.” Now, one thing I’ve learned, I don’t disobey 
when I hear that stuff, because I don’t want a curse to come on me. I don’t 
understand it; but I don’t want to disobey when He says, “Do not give him more than 
$2.” So he came and tapped on the window. I rolled down the window, and he had his 
bucket, and he knew it. Most of the time, he doesn’t even get a chance to wash the 
car, because he knows he’s not going to half-wash it; he just really wants the money. 
So I looked in my wallet; I had twenties and one single one-dollar bill. I looked around 
to see if I had any change; no change. So I reached in there, and I gave him the $1. He 



looked at it and frowned. And he said, “Well, can you least give me $10, so I can go 
get me something to eat?” Now, see, he was used to me always giving him $10 or $20; 
so when I gave him the $1, I just said, “No, I’m sorry, I can’t do that.” He said, “Well 
at least can you give me another dollar?” I said, “I don’t have another dollar.” And he 
just went red, and I was telling the truth; I didn’t have another dollar. So I had to 
just drive off, and I could see him in the mirror; he was just… 
 
And God spoke to me. And, see, it sounds funny; but I’m getting to the point of how 
God can take parables of life and reveal some things. He said, ”My folks are just like 
that. I give them all this stuff. I take care of them day by day by day, year in, year 
out, over and over and over and over; and then once, just one time… and they don’t 
even thank You for the stuff You do give.” Nobody else would even give the man $1! 
And He spoke and He said, ”Do not give that man anything else until I tell you to.” 
And I began to see some things. 
 
Now, see, this man is not going to understand what happened and why his source 
dried up. Sometimes we don’t understand what happens and why our source dries up. 
And it can happen so easily. Sometimes even in this sanctuary, sometimes we are 
full; sometimes we are half-full. Today is one of the days when we are not that full, 
and I could look out and say, ”Well, you know, there’s just not a whole lot of folks here 
today.” And I heard God speak to me, “Don’t you be like that man. I have given you 
more influence in the world than 99.9% of ministers; don’t you be like that man.” I 
thank you for being here, I really, really do! 
 
So, see, I began to see how even all of the situations that God will create will send us 
through pain, struggle and disappointment. That man was disappointed when he did 
not get at least $10 out of me, but God was trying to send the man through something 
to teach him something, and he could not see himself. He could not understand why; 
he just thought I was just being mean. 
 
I saw the man yesterday. He came up to me again. I said, “I’m sorry, but I just can’t 
help you today.” He said, “But, Man, I am in real, real bad shape.” I could see that. I 
said, “I’m sorry, I just can’t help.” And I wasn’t even led to even explain it. 
 
Sometimes you‘ll be in a situation, and God has created this thing to teach you, to 
train you, to elevate you and to save you from destruction. It’s a real beautiful thing, 
because everything that He has created, even with our pain, struggle and 
disappointment, is beautiful; we just can’t see it. And all that man could see was, his 
source had dried up. He couldn’t understand it, and when God leads me to it, I’ll go 
and explain to the man what happened. I’ll say, ”Man, you weren’t thankful for that 
which God granted you, be it $1, $10 or $20, and God dried it up.” 
 
There’s not a soul in here today who is hungry, who doesn’t have shelter or clothing; 
but oftentimes because we run short of, really, the stuff in the world, that’s the lust of 



the eye. Most of the stuff we have, to be honest about it, is a result of pride. See, we 
change clothes every day. Really, to be honest about it, all you need is five pair of 
underwear, five shirts and five pants. You wash them every Saturday, and you’re 
ready to roll; you just stand there with a towel while they dry. You understand what 
I’m saying? That’s all you really need! That’s all you really need. But our closets are 
so loaded down, because we can’t figure out even what God has blessed us. And then 
sometimes we don’t get some of the stuff the lust of our eyes and our pride wants, and 
then we go to fussing about, “Lord, why did You let them get this and You haven’t 
given me this?” and we lose thanks. And God will say, ”Look, I will shut the whole 
thing down until you learn some truth in how to be thankful.” 
 
And I had to learn. See, this situation, it will teach that man something; but it taught 
me something, too. And I’ve got to be very careful, because I don’t care who you are, I 
don’t care what you have, you will have waves in this material existence. The sun 
goes up and down, the tide comes in and out; your money is going to do the same 
thing, your body is going to do the same thing, your relationship is going to do the 
same thing. It’s going up and down. Sometimes your pudding is not going to be as 
sweet as others; that’s all there is to it. Sometimes your bank account is not going to 
be as high; that’s all there is to it. Sometimes you are not going to feel like you can 
push Stone Mountain over; that’s all there is to it. Your body, your relationship and 
your money will fluctuate. True joy comes when you can understand that you are in a 
situation that God has created, and everything in this situation, even with your pain, 
your struggle and your disappointment, everything in this situation is beautiful when 
you can see that and understand it. 
 
But you have to make sure you are in a situation God has created, because if you are 
in one Satan has created, it’s all going to turn ugly sooner or later. No question, no 
doubt, it’s all going to turn ugly sooner or later. So you have to make sure you are in a 
situation that God has created, and through the pain, struggle and disappointment, 
it’s going to turn out beautiful. Everything that God has created is beautiful, but you 
have to make sure that you are in His Will and in His Way. 


