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PASTOR NATHANIEL: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Today, I am continuing with a series that I have already 
preached two messages on. It’s one of the most difficult series that I have ever 
preached, and it’s a series that I had another pastor even warn me against; it is 
delicate, it is very highly potentially offensive, and he said it’s why most preachers 
won’t touch this subject. But God spoke to me on Mothers Day and said, “I want you 
to preach about this.” 
 
I remember a story that I preached years ago, and it was dealing with passages in 
the Bible where God went in and He killed all of the priests; and He said, “I have 
killed the priests not because they were doing wrong, but because they wouldn’t say 
anything about all the wrong that was being done. They went on and just preached 
and preached and preached, and they saw all the stuff around them and wouldn’t 
say anything.” 
 
God killed them all, and I don’t want to be one of those priests where He speaks 
something into my spirit, and because of tradition or fear or crowd pressure that I 
don’t want to speak the Word of God, and I understand now so clearly why the 
Prophets had such a difficult time with some stuff. Those Prophets had a job, and 
that’s why Jesus told the Pharisees, “Your ancestors have killed all of the Prophets 
before Me.” So being a Prophet was dangerous, because being a true Prophet meant 
that you spoke some truth, and to be honest about it, a lot of folks just don’t want to 
hear truth. They want salve. You know, they want stuff to put on aching wounds; 
but they don’t want folk to tell them, ”Look, don’t cut yourself.” So oftentimes, the 
voice of God, when you read the Bible and when you read what the Prophets spoke 
oftentimes they had exhortation and they had great, good news; but there was a 
whole of lot of times when the Prophets came in, there was some rough news. That’s 
why they got killed, and that’s why even the establishment would often try to 
silence the true Word of God. 
 
This series is called “Single Mothers,” and it has to do with the fact that now in 
modern society we have an extremely large number of households that are just 
headed by women, where there is no father, there is no husband; in many of the 
cases, where there never was a husband. So how do we deal with this? What does 
God have to say about it? As I began this series, I ask God. I said, “Look, what do 
You want me to talk about? What do You want me to say? This is a delicate subject, 
and You need to tell me what You want me to say.” He said, “I want you to preach 
in three areas.” First is prevention, and that is Message No. 5354 and 5355. So if 
you haven’t heard that, go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to 5354 and it deals 
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with prevention. God’s ideal and desire for us is a two-parent household. Make no 
mistake about it, there’s just no way around that. It was the way God ordained it; it 
is the way all of even the modern psychological sciences say it should be. There is a 
tremendous price statistically that is paid when there is no father in the house. 
 
Now, there are some households in today’s society that are headed by men; but they 
are in the extreme minority. In the vast majority of cases, all that you have is mama 
and child or mama and children. And as He began to deal with me, He said, “First, I 
want you to speak about prevention, to keep it from happening, to keep my people 
in the proper order, in the proper way to begin with.” It’s the same way that I try to 
teach and deal with people about health. I believe in Divine healing, but you are 
better off staying healthy. You are better off if you keep your body in shape to begin 
with. You can make it if you happen to deviate somewhat from God’s law; but you 
are whole lot better off to stay the way God had it planned, because the way He 
ordained it and designed it is your smoothest and best way, and it’s rough then. The 
Bible even says even the best of our years are filled with trouble and sorrow. Even 
the best; these are folk who when you read about even the people who followed 
God’s will, they still had issues; they still had stuff. 
 
I have four boys, and rearing a family even with mama and daddy in the household 
still has issues, it’s still rough, it’s still a job. Even my wife, my wife has never had 
to work. She has help that she hires and brings in to help her with the children, and 
even with all of that, my wife sometimes has bags under her eyes, she is tried, she is 
worn out. And I am saying to myself, ”If Puddin’ has all of this, what must it be like 
if she had to do all of this by herself?” 
 
So even though it is difficult even with a husband and even with a good husband, 
the load becomes much greater when you have to do this stuff by yourself. That’s 
why God wanted me to begin with talking about prevention first; and then He said 
second provision; and, third, promise. 
 
So today, I am going to talk about provision. When you go through the Bible, to be 
honest about it, there isn’t really anything specific on the provision for the single 
mother. There is a lot on widows and orphans, but that’s not what we are dealing 
with in the vast majority of cases today. A widow is a woman who was married 
whose husband is dead. Now,  I know some of you will say, ”Well, my man might as 
well be good as dead.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: But a widow is a woman whose husband was literally 
dead, and an orphan is a child whose both parents are dead or the father. So there 
are many instances throughout the Bible of widows and orphan, but you will not 
find a single mother. The first one was perhaps Hagar, who was the mother of 
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Ismael; but that even still is a different scenario than what we are dealing with 
today. So there is not really a Biblical basis for provision for the single mother. 
Even the Church is not commanded. The Church is commanded on widows and 
orphans, and even then when you will read the commandment, it says widows in 
good standing with good character. It even defined and filtered that. So there is no 
provision Biblically speaking in the old law for a single mother, and I understand 
the reason. When I preached the first sermon and I gave you the statistics on the 
only thing that worked on truly reducing the incident of teenage pregnancy, the 
only thing that worked was financial. When they reduced the welfare benefits and 
when they cracked down on men to make them pay child support, that reduced it; 
but nothing else did. So I understand in everything that God did, He had a solid 
reason for doing it, and God knew that had He commanded the Church to support, 
there would have been a whole lot more of it. And trust me, when you see stuff 
that’s real difficult on other people, it makes you think three or four times before 
you are going to go that way. So there is a reason as to find there is such a scarcity 
or virtually nonexistent in the Bible. 
 
So I said, “Lord, what do I deal with, since there is not an actual Scripture? I mean, 
you can take some stuff and kind of twist it to fit; but there is not anything that 
really, truly, honestly fits. So, Lord, what do I preach on?” And He again gave me 
three things. He said, ”First, whenever you are a single mother and you have to deal 
with this thing for whatever reason” -- I am not getting into the reasons as to why, 
there are many different reasons; but that’s dealt with in that prevention end of it, 
when the thing has happened. That’s why when I began the series, you are going to 
hear some very personal stuff. As I told you, I am not preaching this from a 
standpoint of self-righteousness or judgment, because I gave you some of my 
personal background and how God had saved me and protected me and blessed me 
through errors of judgment and errors of action. But still, He had put a hedge 
around me; so I understand how stuff happens. I understand how unmarried 
pregnancies happen, and I understand how divorce happens. Any person who is 
married understands both of those, and you understand. You understand; I mean, 
you just do. And sometimes we have to go through some stuff so that we are not so 
judgmental on some stuff; but if you’re married, you understand how folks bust up. 
That’s just the truth. You understand that very real and very clear, because I know 
in marriage I had one -- I told Puddin’, “Puddin’, I think we have one of the best 
marriages or the best marriage of anyone we know.” But sometimes … I am going to 
tell you the truth, sometimes -- and, see, everyone who is married understands this.  
Sometimes you say, “Lord, have mercy. I know how Adam felt. Adam was doing fine 
all by himself, got the garden, living eternal life. God gave him that woman; next 
thing he knows, he is standing outside the garden, got to sweat the rest of his life 
for his -- you know, I understand Adam saying, “Lord, why in the world did You give 
me this woman? I was doing fine. You said I needed somebody, I needed her; but I 
was doing fine before this woman.” So I understand. 
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So Adam had some issues and, see, in the modernday world, that thing would have 
caused a divorce. “Woman, you came in here with this fruit, just messed me up, got 
me thrown out of my castle; I got to go to work.” See, in modern terminology, that 
kind of change of status would have caused a serious rift, and I am not sure it didn’t 
because the Bible doesn’t talk about it. See, there’s a whole lot of stuff the Bible just 
doesn’t even talk about, so I’m not sure what went on between Mr. and Mrs. Adam. 
They said they were booted out of the garden. I’m not sure that Adam wasn’t just 
cursing up a storm with that woman, I don’t know what happened. But I can 
guarantee you this. He just didn’t walk out and say, (muah), “Baby that’s alright.” 
See, I can guarantee you that. Adam had some words about that thing. 
 
So relationship from the very first relationship, there are issues, so I understand 
very clearly how divorce happens. It’s not ordained of God, but there’s so much in 
this society that’s not ordained. But I understand how it happens, because it’s 
difficult harmoniously to remain together. There is just no two ways about it, that 
thing takes work and spirit and is not easy. 
 
So the first thing God told me, He said, “Toughening, toughening.” And perhaps I 
saw this clearest when I was out with my wife, and I can’t even remember which 
child it was; but the child was about maybe six or nine months old, and I had the 
baby in my arms, small. That thing, after about three or four minutes, and I am 
pretty strong; as a man, I have a very well-developed muscular system, I am pretty 
strong. After about three or four minutes, that baby felt like I was carrying a 50-
pound sack of cement. I kept having to shift the child from one arm on the other.  I 
could him about three or four minutes. Men, do you understand what I’m talking 
about if you had to take him? Every three or four minutes, I had to shift that baby 
from one arm to another. I was standing there, and in comes this lady who is about 
5’2” with a baby about three times the size of mine. She has him in one arm in the 
same position that I have my baby, and I am just sitting and looking at this lady. 
The lady had the child in the left arm, and she was looking at the tile, and I just 
kept looking at the lady, because five minutes later, the child was still in the left 
arm. I’m switching mine every few minutes. Ten minutes later, the child is still in 
the left arm, this little bitty lady, this big old baby. Fifteen minutes later, the child 
is still in the left arm. Thirty minutes later, I am saying to myself, ”How in the 
world does this little bitty lady carry that big old baby, and she hasn’t even changed 
arms. My arm is about to drop off, and I am switching off every three or four 
minutes! 
 
There is a toughening that occurs whenever you have a carry a load. See, God can 
come in and, people, that’s why I had to begin the message thus. All of us have 
traveled paths that we would have perhaps been better off if we hadn’t gone that 
way. Everyone has done that in one form or another. But even when we make our 
deviations, even when we go the wrong way, God still has a power that occurs that 
He can toughen us through some situations, and we can carry some things that we 
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can only do through a supernatural infusion. I knew that if we had to put weights 
and I had to curl weights compared with that little bitty 5’2” lady, there was no 
way; there’s just no way that lady could have been nearly as strong as I was. If I 
had to go out and run, I was just about sure I could run rings around that lady on a 
jogging track; but yet this lady, because she was carrying the load, she could carry 
that load ten times better than I could, even though I was naturally better 
equipped. I couldn’t carry the load like she could. There are some things. See, men 
are tough; but if a man had to handle two or three children, go to work, come home, 
get up in the middle of the night with those babies, get up, fix the milk, clean up, 
wash the dog, then go out and go to work, then make the money to pay the rent, if a 
man had to do all of that, the mental institutions would be overflowing. 
 
(Laughter and applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So it takes a toughening that in one word, all I could 
describe is, it’s almost supernatural to be able. Ladies, for some of you who are 
single mothers, you have had to bear some things and do some things, go through 
some things, that when you look back on it, you don’t even know how you did it. You 
don’t know how you did it. And God can just toughen you to be able to handle some 
things that just go beyond normal logic.  
 
I had an experience recently. I was at the hair salon, and I get my hair done every 
few weeks, and for those of you who know, my hair actually is salt-and-pepper; but 
right now, it looks black. Well, I have a dye put in it. I just do; you don’t see me 
trying to -- you know, just do. You know, the Miss Clairol says, “Only her 
hairdresser knows for sure.” Well, I have some dye put in my hair; I’ll just tell you 
straight like it is. I use a natural dye that’s really a plant powder, and the way that 
you apply it, you have to put it in extremely hot water, boiling; and you put the 
packet -- it’s two phases. You put the powder in the boiling water, and it stirs it to a 
paste; and then the hair stylist puts the paste on your head. The stuff is boiling hot. 
And as I was there in the chair and as he put on the paste, I didn’t feel anything. He 
kept putting; I said, “Look, is the stuff hot?” He said, ”Yeah, it’s hot!” He said, “I 
can’t even hold the bowl, because it’s so hot; I have got on gloves, and it’s burning 
my hands, burning up.” I said, “I can’t feel a thing.” And then he brought the second 
phase; and I watched him as he came with it, and the bowl was steaming. So I knew 
the stuff was hot. He put it on my head, and I could not feel a thing. I knew that 
was strange, because the stuff normally burns. So I was laying there in the chair. I 
closed my eyes and said, “Lord, what is this?” He said, “I am toughening your head.” 
Then He said, ”Now, I am going to remove the toughening.” So when he brought the 
next step that was steaming and he put that on there, it felt like somebody was 
pouring some boiling water on my head. It was just hot. And it was amazing how 
God showed me how He can just supernaturally toughen you, and some things that 
would normally burn you, you don’t even feel. 
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There is a toughening phase that God can imbue you with; and even though your 
circumstances and your situation may be heavy and it is difficult, He toughens you 
so that you can carry it, so that you can bear it, and you can often bear it easier 
than other folks who don’t even have a load. 
 
The second thing that He told me, He said, “Sufficiency. You have had enough of 
everything you needed. You may not have had what you have wanted, but you have 
had enough of everything that you have needed in a material format.” Somehow, 
you don’t know you got the rent paid or how you got the utilities paid. You may not 
have been able to buy your child new shoes, you had to go to Goodwill; but they 
have always had clothes and always had food in their stomach. So God provides us 
with sufficiency. Oftentimes, we get disappointed and dissatisfied and distraught 
with sufficiency, because the world imbues us with the spirit of excess, not the spirit 
of sufficiency. It’s why Paul said, “Having ye food and raiment, be ye content.” None 
us wants food and raiment; none of us want just food and clothing. We don’t want 
food; we want food, we want fancy food, we want fancy clothes, we want fancy rides 
and fancy houses, we want fancy stuff; we don’t want sufficiency. But He says 
sufficiency. So God, even in your struggles, has provided you with sufficiency. And 
very few of the single mothers are underweight, so He has given us plenty of food, 
He has given us plenty of food. We’ve has got plenty of food, and there’s hardly 
anyone out on the street; and those are the two criteria that Paul said:  “If you have 
food and raiment.” And it didn’t say how many changes of clothing. You know when 
Jesus sent the disciples out, He told them, “Don’t take an extra cloth nor an extra 
pair of shoes.” He said, “Just take one, just the clothes you have in your back.” 
That’s all the disciples were allowed to take with them. And when they got through 
with their mission, Jesus asked them, ”Have you lacked anything?” They said, 
“Master we have lacked nothing.” One set of clothes, one pair of shoes, and there is 
hardly any single mother who does not have a multitude of shoes. They may not be 
$200 shoes, but you’ve got plenty of them and plenty clothes. Oftentimes, the 
difficulty is what to wear. So we have had even beyond sufficiency. 
 
The third thing that He spoke, He said love. Even with relationships between men 
and women, even though the order is supposed to be that a woman is concerned 
about and has as a priority the husband, in practicality it doesn’t work that way; 
that child comes first. And there is something of a bond between mama and child, 
and there is the love. It’s why if you look at Mother’s Day versus Father’s Day,  
Mother’s Day the church is crowded; Father’s Day … you understand what I’m 
saying? Mother’s Day is the busiest time of the year for the telephone network. 
Everybody is calling mama, Father’s Day, I mean, it is just that way. You 
understand? It’s just that way. So there is a love that occurs from a child to a 
mother, and there is something about it that nothing quite takes the place of 
picking up a child. My baby George, now when I pick George up, he’ll wrap his arms 
around me and lay his head on my shoulder; that’s a feeling that’s priceless. So 
there is a love that occurs between the child and mama. There is something about it 
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that will warm your soul, even on the coldest day, and very rarely will ever mama 
have betrayal from a child. The only time that mama has betrayal from a child is 
when the child is on drugs. When the child is really under the influence of another 
spirit and has totally lost it, that’s the only time, really, for the most part that 
mama will ever have betrayal from a child. The child has to be literally out of their 
minds; but the love that you get from a child is absolutely irreplaceable. It’s a thing 
that psychologists have said The number-one factor in fulfillment for women is still 
children. There is just no way around it, there is something about it. There is just 
no way around it. So the love that occurs between a single mother and her child or 
her children is irreplaceable. 
 
So even though we go through things when we have maybe not gone the ideal path 
that God would have had us go, God is still there. That’s why this verse that we 
read today, Isaiah 1, 18 through 20, “Come now, let us argue this out," says the 
Lord. "No matter how deep the stain of your sins, I can remove it. I can make you as 
clean as freshly fallen snow; even if you are stained as red as crimson, I can make 
you as white as wool. If you will only obey me and let me help you, then you will 
have plenty to eat. But if you keep turning away and refusing to listen, you will be 
destroyed by your enemies. I, the Lord, have spoken.” God says, “No matter what 
you’ve done, no matter what you’ve done, I can wash you as clean as snow.” And 
God has imbued you with a toughening, with sufficiency and with love. 
 
If you would like to hear this message again, simply go to AirJesus.com; this is 
Message No. 5356. It is No. 3 in the series called “Single Mothers.” Please begin 
with the first of the series, No. 5354. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen, amen and amen. God is a awesome God. You know 
as I think about it, even the reference, God is oftentimes in a theocratical sense a 
single parent. He made and birthed and, even in the beginning, He created; and He 
said, “Let us make man in our image.” But there is always a reference really to the 
singularity. But He made man and woman, and He called their name Adam. As 
long as you have the main parent with you, no matter what you have to go through, 
no matter what you have to endure, as long as you have the main parent and as 
long as you know the Father … the Bible never talks about knowing the mother; it 
talks about knowing the Father. As long as you know the Father, it will help you to 
be a good mother. As long as you know the Father, and even if the natural father is 
not there, as long as you teach your child about the real, the true Father of Fathers, 
as long as you do that, it will help to bridge the gap. It is better to be a single 
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mother and to teach your child about the true Father than to be mama and daddy 
and believe in nothing. 
 
So God has blessed. Even when we have sometimes made a mess, He still blessed 
us. And everyone has, in one area or another; but still, He has blessed us. 
 
The last of the series will be dealing with the promise. 


