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PASTOR NATHANIEL: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Today is the last of the series dealing with single 
mothers. I told you on the prior messages that God had spoken to me to deal with 
this subject in three areas:  the first was “Prevention”, the second was “Provision”, 
and the third is “The Promise.” 
 
Last night as I was sleeping, I cannot ever recall having a dream dealing with a 
message that I am to deliver. God will speak to me, but generally never in dreams. 
But last night I was even dreaming about this message, and in the dream I was 
there and I was preaching from Hosea 4:6; but yet the verse that I was using in 
Hosea 4:6 was not the verse that I was preaching from. I was preaching from the 
verse that goes:  “If My people, which are called by My Name, will humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then I 
will hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 
 
When I woke up, I said, “Wait a minute, that is not Hosea 4:6.” I knew what    
Hosea 4:6 was, because it was one of my earthly father’s favorite Bible verses and 
he always said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Many of us know 
that particular Bible verse, but that is not the complete part of Hosea 4:6. The 
complete Hosea 4:6 is:  “My people are destroyed from the lack of knowledge. 
‘Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as My priests; because you 
have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children.’” 
 
Hosea 4:6 dealt with knowledge, the rejection of knowledge, the rejection of God of 
His priests and the rejection of their children. When I read the verse, I knew the 
part “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”, I knew the part “because you 
have rejected knowledge”; but I did not know the part where He said, “I will reject 
you as My priests; because you have ignored the law of God, I will also ignore your 
children.” 
 
That is deep. When God says, “I will not only reject you; I will ignore your children,” 
that’s deep. God is an All-Loving and All-Merciful God. And remember, this is Old 
Testament; but it’s the same God now who said this. When you look at God and His 
lifespan and His time, He is eternal, and a thousand years is but a day unto God; so 
He said this this week. So when you understand that, you understand that He is 
still the same yesterday, today and forevermore. He said, “I will reject you, and I 
will ignore your children, because you have failed to follow what I have told you to 
do.” Now, that is deep. That is deep. 
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He wanted me just to talk to you today on “The Promise”. Though the series deals 
with single mothers, this thing is universal. I saw in Hosea 4:6 the reference and 
the  infants and both the promise or the curse on the children; but God has said that 
a whole lot of times. He said, “For those who love Me, I will bless them for 
thousands of generations. For those who hate Me …” The thing became 
generational. It traveled down to the children. 
 
So the promise for single mothers and for families and for fathers, this was talking 
about priests; but, see, whenever you are in your home, you are the priest of that 
home. It is not the pastor’s responsibility to come in and pray with your children 
every day. You are the priest of that home. It is not the pastor’s responsibility to 
read the Bible to your children. You are the priest of that home. You are the pastor, 
the prophet, the priest, and if you are head of the household, you are the king or 
queen of that house. God said, “I will reject you as My priest, and I will ignore your 
children.” Every one of us are His children, and the last thing we need is to be 
ignored by God, because we all need God. 
 
So how do we get the promise, and how do we get the promise of God? I am going to 
tell you the verse, and you will be able to remember this verse for the rest of your 
life. You may not remember the verse, but you are going to remember what it is and 
where it is. You are going to remember it from the story. 
 
There was once an old lady, and she had been out to church one night. She was 
about 75 years old. She got home and opened her door, and when she went inside 
she caught by surprise a burglar. He had his back to her and was lifting her 
television, getting ready to steal it. She hollered out to him and said, “Stop! Acts 
2:38! Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus, Acts 2:38!” 
 
The man just froze, and she picked up the phone and called 911 and said, “I’ve got a 
burglar in my house. I have stopped him with the Word of the Lord. Come get him.”  
 
A few minutes later, four or five police cars pulled up with sirens blazing. They 
rushed in the house with guns drawn, and there was the burglar, just frozen still 
with his arms wrapped around the lady’s television. The captain went over, grabbed 
the man, put his hands behind his back and handcuffed him. They started carrying 
him. He said to him, “Look, Man, I have been a policeman for over 25 years. I have 
seen some strange stuff all this time on the force.” He said, “And I am a churchgoing 
man, but I have never in all of my years on the force seen a burglar stopped like this 
with the Word of God. How in the world did she stop you? I talked with the lady, 
and she said all she told you was just a Bible verse, Acts 2:38.” 
 
He said, “Acts 2:38?” He said, “I thought the lady said she had an axe and two .38s.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
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PASTOR NATHANIEL: So you will always be able to remember Acts 2:38. This is 
Acts 2:38 and 2:39:  “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” He said, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, 
and to your children.” 
 
For those of you who are parents, it is not just for you; it is also for your children. It 
is important for us to understand even what God detailed in the Old Testament, 
because when you really know the Bible, you will find all the same promises that 
He made in the Old Testament are the same ones He made in the New Testament. 
Healing is not a New Testament thing; it is an Old Testament thing. Actually, the 
forgiveness of sins is not a New Testament thing; that is an Old Testament thing. 
So when you understand God is the same yesterday, today and forevermore, in the 
Old Testament, 2 Chronicles, He said:  “If my people, which are called by My Name, 
will humble themselves, and to pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then I will hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their land.”  
 
The New Testament said, “Repent, and be baptized.” The modern vernacular simply 
says, “God says, ‘Look, if you accept Me and do right, I will straighten you out, and I 
will straighten out your world.” “Heal your land,” that is all that means -- wherever 
your land is, wherever you are, whatever is wrong in your world, and it applies to 
you and your children. 
 
See, the promise is, God says “repent for the remission of sins”. He says, “Turn from 
your wicked ways.” He acknowledges that we made some errors. So that is why even 
if you are a single mother for a reason that you had a child out of wedlock, if you 
had premarital sex, even if you went through a divorce, even if you went through 
some things and you made some errors, God simply says, “Repent of your sins. 
Come unto Me, and I will make a promise to you and to your children.” 
 
Now, the difficulty is not understanding what God has promised; the difficulty 
always has been doing the thing. That is the problem. In the Old Testament, God 
gave you the outline of the thing. He said, “First of all, if my people, which are 
called by My Name ... ” He first of all segregated the people into His people who are 
called by His Name. Some folks are not even called by God’s name. If you ask some 
people, “Are you a Christian? Have you accepted Christ?” some people are not even 
called by His Name. So He first of all categorized. He first of all caused a 
segregation and a separation of His people called by His Name. 
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Are you a child of God? You see, let me tell you something, people, about even just 
parenting. We had an instance where we were at the hospital last week, because a 
child of a member here had fallen and had an injury that caused some issues, and 
that is why we were there. Last week I was playing tennis with my two oldest sons, 
and we were there on the tennis court. Josie, my second-oldest, my eight-year-old 
son, they play on one side and I play on the other; so it is two against one. We are 
almost evenly matched. They are getting to the point where they almost can beat 
me. As we were playing, I had to step it up to keep them from beating me, and Josie 
was running across. I hit a ball, and he was running across to hit it back, and he 
tripped and fell and hit his head on the concrete. The minute that he fell, he balled 
up and went to crying. I rushed over to him, and I had just left the hospital a couple 
of days. See, sometimes when you just experience something, it immediately flashes 
back in your mind what a fall and what a bump on the head can do; and there I was, 
cradling my son, and he was holding his head and just crying, and he had just a 
small, quarter-sized scrape of skin on his elbow where he had hit the concrete. 
 
As I saw his skin and as I saw the red blood, there went a chill through me that 
hurt me and sent something through me that was probably worse than what he felt. 
Now, this is the part, people, I want you to understand. As I held my son and as he 
was there crying and as he was there scraped and bruised, the thing hurt me as 
much or more than it did him, because there was something that hurt me in my 
very soul. This is the point I want you to understand:  if I, flesh and blood and 
flawed and mortal, felt that way about my child, what do you think God feels about 
His children?  How do you think God feels when you are scraped and bruised and 
you’ve hit your head, usually against something that He told you not to do in the 
first place? You’ve stumbled and tripped and fallen, and you are crying and aching, 
and you do not even know how great the damage is. How do you think God feels 
about you, His child? I was able to just sense and feel in that instance how God felt 
with His children and how He had to say, “In order for Me to even save these 
children of mine, I’ve got to give up My only Son to go to save them.” People, this is 
deep. 
 
As I said, I’m a flawed human, a flawed man of flesh. I must admit, if someone came 
to me and said, “Pastor Bronner, would you sacrifice your son’s life for just one of 
the members of the Ark of Salvation?” I have to admit, all of you would be in 
trouble. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Do you understand? You would be in trouble! So I could 
understand the love that the Divine Father has for us. He does not want us hurt, 
and He does not want us bruised; but He cannot keep us strapped in, because we 
have freewill. So because He has granted us freewill, we are free to run, to do 
whatever we really want to do. Oftentimes, that is exactly what we end up doing! So 
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God says, “I make you a promise that if you are My people called by My Name ... ” 
First of all, He says, “That is the criteria:  you’ve got to be My people, called by My 
Name. You have to be a child of Mine, and you’ve got to know it. And you’ve got to 
call yourself that.” 
 
See, when you call yourself some things, there are some things that happen that 
you call upon yourself, just by who you call yourself. See, there are some things that 
a child of God will not do, and there are some things that even the demons tremble 
on inflicting on a child of God. But you’ve got to know who you are, and you’ve got to 
know Whose you are. 
 
So He says, “First, those who are called by My Name, My people ...” Then He says, 
“… will humble themselves.” Now, that is another hard one:  humble ourselves. I 
dealt with a situation last week in the office, and I was talking with James on the 
phone at the time. When I was dealing with the situation, he overheard the 
conversation. When he heard it, he told me, “Look,” he said, “that situation related 
to today’s issue of Mountain Wings.” The issue read, “We often don’t want the truth. 
We want someone to simply hear our side and take our side.” It was quote by 
Reverend Rodney Jackson. Oftentimes, we don’t really want the truth. We just want 
someone to listen to us and agree with us. We have to humble ourselves. And, see, 
humbling yourself, one of the first things that happens when you humble yourself 
is, you have the ability to say, “I was or am wrong.” See, puffed-up in pride, the 
hardest thing you will ever do is try to get a prideful person to admit they made an 
error, to admit they made a mistake, to admit they were wrong. Pride and 
humbleness, do you know, it is hard to correct a prideful person? It is hard to tell 
them. The difficulties are almost  insurmountable. 
 
So God knew that He could not even set the people straight until He first brought 
them to a point of humility. We have all made errors, and you cannot change your 
sins until you first of all admit that you are doing the stuff. You can’t. That is why I 
told you, even with the healing, God spoke to me and said, “Your big problem is 
going to be pride,” and I said, “I know that is absolutely correct.” So I am trying to 
work on that thing, but pride, see, that humbling yourself, that is why God can’t 
grant certain people some power nor money. Do you understand? Some of you can’t 
handle money! I am just going to be honest. I have seen that stuff. I know C. Elijah 
was telling me about a person he knew, and he said, “Lord, have mercy, I hope God 
doesn’t give them any money.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: He said, “I hope God doesn’t give them any money.” Some 
of us cannot handle this stuff because we are too puffed-up in pride, and the more 
God grants us, the stiffer our necks get. So He said, “First of all, you have got to 
humble yourself, because I cannot correct a proud, stiff-necked people. You won’t 
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listen to My law. You are going to want to do your own thing, you are going to think 
you are so smart, you are going to think you know it all, you are going to justify 
everything you have done. I cannot correct you until you first of all humble 
yourself.” That was the second thing God said. 
 
The third thing He said, “Pray, and seek My face ... ” There is nothing that will 
substitute for a regular regimen of prayer. Single mothers, if you want to save your 
children, you need to stay on your knees. There are some things where you have to 
have angels to go with them. My mother stayed on her knees dealing with all of her 
six sons. There is no substitute. She just celebrated, I think, thirty years of praying.  
Was it thirty years? Thirty years of praying at 6:00 o’clock every morning with her 
prayer partner. So if you want to know how to bring your children through, you’ve 
got to do those same things, and you are going to have to spend some time on your 
knees for two reasons:  for your children and for you … and for you, because it takes 
something just for mama to get through! Do you understand what I am saying? It 
takes a whole lot just for mama to keep her nerves straight, to keep mama off 
Prozac. Do you understand? It takes a whole lot. See, a lot of the kids are on drugs, 
because mama is on drugs. Those kids understand you are popping Prozac all day 
long, got to get crank. Well, they know what that stuff is. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: So kids are on drugs, because sometimes mama is on 
them. It takes prayer to be able to make it through. “Pray, and seek My face … ” 
 
And finally, He said, “Turn from your wicked ways.” Turn to the person next to you 
and tell them, “Turn from your wicked ways.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Turn from your wicked ways. 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: See, that is the final bottom line. See, that’s the bottom-
line result of the thing is that you are going to turn from your wicked ways. All of 
the stuff that you have been doing, see, pride will say this:  “The stuff I am doing is 
not that bad.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And they’ll look at the person next to them and say, “At 
least I am not doing what they are doing. I am not doing that bad. I know she is 
doing a whole lot worse.” That is why He says you’ve got to humble yourself first, 
because that is the way pride will rationalize some stuff; and you will never be able 
to turn from your wicked ways, because you will not even admit them! God is not 
going to blame you for the person next to you for their wicked ways unless He has 
told you to minister unto them. He is going to deal with by your own wicked ways. 
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And, see, once we can turn from our wicked ways, still with children, the best 
sermon in the world is going to be what you do. They will follow spirit and attitude. 
If you want a child who is obedient, you’ve got to be obedient. See, some of these 
kids are rebellious, because when you go back and check the parents, they are 
rebellious in one form or another. So it puts that same spirit right through the 
children. 
 
The promise is there. Even if you are a single mother, the promise is there; but 
these are the steps that you need to go through, because that thing transfers down 
generationally and it transfers to your children. That is Old Testament and that is 
New Testament, because God is still the same. 
 
If you need to hear this message again, simply go to AirJesus.com. This is Message 
No. 5357, “The Promise”. But you also need to listen to the first three messages in 
this series. Go and listen to them at AirJesus.com. Just go and click “Series” and 
you will see the entire series under “Single Mothers”. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
(Music.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen, amen and amen; amen, amen. 


