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PASTOR NATHANIEL:  Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(applause) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen and today, we have a word for you.  As you know, if 
you have been here on teaching a sermon entitled, “The Case for War”  a series 
dealing with why and how God has destined or ordained us in certain times in our 
lives for war.  Last sermon was called, “The Case for War,”  it is sermon number 
5360, and today’s sermon is 5361.  I am going to be reading from the book of Judges, 
chapter seven starting at the seventh verse, and this involves Gideon.  That mighty 
man of valor and the war that Gideon had to fight, and this will involve the 
principle that we will be dealing with upon this day. 
 
Judges chapter seven beginning at the seventh verse and this is the New King 
James Version.  Follow along with me as I read.  “Then the Lord said to Gideon, by 
the 300 men who left, I will save you and deliver the Medianites into your hand.  
Let all of the other people go, every man to his place.  So the people took provisions 
and their trumpets in their hands, and he sent away all the rest of Israel, every 
man to his tent and retained those 300 men.”  Now the camp of Midian was below 
him in the valley.  It happened on the same night that the Lord said to him, “Arise, 
go down against the camp for I have delivered it into your hand.  But if you are 
afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Phurah, your servant, and you shall 
hear what they say and afterwards, your hands shall be strengthened to go down 
against the camp.” 
 
“Then he went down with Phurah, his servant, to the outpost of the armed men who 
were in the camp.”  Now, I want you to first of all catch this, the tenth verse God 
said, “But if you are afraid to go down,”  then in the next verse he said, “Then he 
went down with Phurah, his servant, to the outpost.”  God says, Look man, if you’re 
scared go down, take your servant, go down and I’m going to show you something.  
If you’re scared to go down there, then the next person he went down there.  So, 
what does that mean?  He was scared!  Now, this is Gideon, the great warrior, the 
great deliverer.  God said, “If you’re scared,”  see, sometimes God will have some 
things for you to do, and to be honest about it, you are just scared. 
 
Courage is not the absence of fear, it is actually the contrary.  It is not the absence 
of fear.  It is doing what you know you should do even in the presence of fear 
because you do not need courage to do something you are not scared of.  You need 
courage to do something when there is the fear of the unknown, when you are 
unsure.  So, God says, “If you are afraid to go down there,”  he said “go down there 
and listen, I’m going to show you something that will help you.’  That exactly, 
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Gideon got right on down because he was scared.  Then he went down with Phurah, 
his servant, to the outpost of the armed men who were in the camp. 
 
Now, the Medianites and the Amlakites, all the people of the east were lying in the 
valley as numerous as locusts, and their camels were without numbers as the sand 
by the seashore in multitude.  In other words, he went down to see who he had to 
fight, and it was so many he could not even see the end of them.  Have you all ever 
had some stuff and it has just been so much stuff?  You cannot even see the end of 
that stuff.  It is just so much stuff, when you look over all the other stuff that you 
have to deal with, you cannot even see the end of this stuff. 
 
It is one thing when you can see it is only going to be a short battle.  But Gideon 
went down, and God told him, “Look, if you’re scared, go down and I am going to 
show you something that will comfort you.”  He went down and he saw the camels 
were without number, and the men spread out as far he could see.  Now, do you 
think that comforted Gideon? 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: See, that it is the way it is sometimes with us.  We get 
down and say, “Lord you told me to come down here to comfort me, I get down here 
and there are more folks down here, there are more warriors with more equipments, 
and more tanks, and rocket ships, and jet planes.  I get down here and they have got 
way more, you are telling me if I am scared?  You know I was scared.” 
 
(laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I come down here, and here I am and I see all these men.  
I was scared before, now I am terrified! 
 
(laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I am sure that is what must have gone through Gideon’s 
mind.  When Gideon had come down there was a man telling a dream to his 
companion, he said, “I have had a dream.  Bo my surprise, a loaf of barley bread 
tumbled into the camp of Midian.  It came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and 
overturned and the tent collapsed.”  Then his companion answered and said, “This 
is nothing else but the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of Israel.  Into his 
hand, God has delivered Midian and the whole camp.” 
 
So it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that 
he worshipped.  He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord has 
delivered the camp of Midian into your hands.”  Then he divided the 300 men into 
three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man’s hand with empty pitchers 
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and torches inside the pitchers.  He said to them, “Look at me and do likewise, 
watch.  When I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do.  When I blow the 
trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you shall also blow the trumpets on every 
side of the whole camp and say, The Sword of the Lord and of Gideon!” 
 
So, Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outpost of the 
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just as they had posted the watch.  They 
blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers that were in their hands.  Then the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers.  They held their torches in 
their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing and they cried, 
“The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!”  Every man stood in his place all around the 
camp, and the whole army ran and cried out and fled.  When the 300 blew the 
trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword against his companion throughout the 
whole camp and the army fled to Beth Shitta towards Zererah as far as the border 
of Abel Meholah by Tabbath. 
 
Verse 22 is the one that I want to really focus on, “When the 300 blew the trumpets, 
the Lord set every man’s sword against his companion throughout the whole camp.”  
And I speak to you today from the subject of “Who is the enemy?  You see, often 
times the tactics and the methods of war are independent on which side it is.  
Military strategy is sometimes the same no matter which side it is.  They use the 
same tactics and the same mechanisms.  And one of the great tactics in warfare is 
that if you can cause the enemy to turn against themselves, you do not have to fight 
them.  So when God went into the camp and he had Gideon make the noise, the 
men of Gideon did not even have to fight them.  They turned and then God said, 
“Every man turned against his companion.”  They started striking each other down.  
God uses this technique but so does Satan because the tactics of war are often the 
same. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And thus, the devil will never have to fight you if he can 
make you fight each other. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And see what happened with the men of the Medianites 
who Gideon was fighting?  They were sitting there killing, and cutting, and stabbing 
each other because they did not know who the real enemy was. 
 
(Cheers.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: From that perspective, Gideon and his men were the 
enemy, and there were only 300 of them.  If they had known the right enemy, they 
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could have easily defeated them, but because they had turned on each other, 
because they did not recognize who the real enemy was.  The second mention of the 
word “enemy” in the New Testament.  The first is the verse where Jesus said, “You 
shall love thy enemy.”  But the second mention is in Matthew 13:25-30 and it says, 
“But while men slept, his enemy came and saw tears among the wheat and went his 
way.  But when the blade was sprung up and brought forth fruit then appeared the 
tears also.  So the servants of the householder came and said, Sir that is not thou so 
good seeds in thy field, from which then had tears, he said unto them, “an enemy 
had done this.  The servants said unto him, Will it thou then that we go and gather 
them up?  But he said, Nay, less we gather up the tears, you root up also the wheat 
with them.  Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the time of harvest I 
will say to the reapers, gather ye together first the tear and bind them in bundles to 
burn them but gather the wheat into my barn.” 
 
But the first act of the enemy in the New Testament was to sow deception, so you 
could not tell what was what.  And when you cannot tell an enemy from a friend, 
the deceiver will have you attacking those who would have been supporters and 
your friends, and you turn against each other.  It is an age old tactic of war and 
suppression.  Make them fight each other and we will never have to fight them.  
Make the church folk to not get along. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And I do not have to go in and **11:24.  Just some mess 
in the choir, I do not have to go in and say, “Just have some stuff between the 
preacher and the congregation, or between a sister and of a brother.”  All you got to 
do just sow some stuff where they cannot even tell the real enemy from the friend.  
It is one of the basic and the primary tactics of war.  And if you do not understand 
the principle of knowing who your real enemy is, you are doomed to defeat. 
 
(applause) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I went to see the movie War yesterday.  Since I was 
preaching on war I did not know what the movie was about, it was just entitled 
those three letters “War.”  I said since I am preaching on one, “let me go see the 
movie and maybe the movie will have something that will enlighten me about war.”  
So I went to the mall, I have the movie guide on my phone I can punch it up and I 
pulled it up and I said, “movie’s going to start at 12:10.”  So I went to the mall, time 
was tight I was running.  Usually, I know the previews on till 10 to 15 minutes.  I 
got to the ticket window at 12:20.  When I got to the ticket window at 12:20, there 
was a young man behind the ticket counter and I said, “I would like a ticket to 
War,” it was 12:20, “the 12:10 showing,” he said, “There’s no 12:10 showing.”  I said, 
“But it says so on my phone.”  He said, “The next movie for War does not start until 
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1:20.”  I said, “Well, I got a whole hour.”  I said, “Well, I’ll just come back in an 
hour.” 
 
You all remember the sermon I said, see the beauty?  I said I will just go down mall 
and enjoy my time.  I got a whole hour. 
 
(laughter) 
 
There is no sense getting there fussing about why they had the stuff wrong.  I am 
sitting out here all getting… 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I said, “I’ll be back in an hour.”  So, I am walking down 
the mall, and there in the middle of the mall they have these chairs with these 
massage therapist.  You all, if you go have gone to the mall you will see them right 
in the middle of the mall.  So, I am walking on, I got an hour.  I have never gotten a 
massage in the mall before but I had an hour.  And my shoulder was kind of tight, I 
have told you before that I had damaged my roller cuffs in both shoulders.  So, 
sometimes it just gets a little tight and I was feeling a little tight.  And sometimes 
pressure will get on you and stuff in the world.  You got a lot on your shoulders. 
 
A lot of times the things and the real spirit, they manifest in the physical.  So when 
you got a lot of stuff to do it actually feels like pressure.  I have a lot of weight on 
my shoulders so I said, “Well I got an hour, well let me just dip in the sign.”  I 
looked at the sign, they had a 10 minute massage for a certain price and a 20 
minute, and a 30 minute.  And I saw another man over there getting a massage and 
had two men and a lady, and there was a man over there that had a massage, and 
another man.  And I said, “Well that looks good, it’s just nice and that ought to feel 
pretty good.”  I said, “Well, I’m going to get the 10 minute massage, so if it’s not real 
good that’s all I’m going to get.  But if it’s good, I’ll get the 20 or the 30.” 
 
So they had two men and one lady, and you know which one I got to massage me?  I 
didn’t want even a man working on me. 
 
(laughter) 
 
And they were Orientals, so I got the lady, I said, “One massage, 10 minutes.”  So I 
told her 10 minutes. 
 
(laughter) 
 
I got in the chair, and in the chair you bend down like you are crouched down, it is 
one of those ergonomics chairs that you put your face right in the head set and they 
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have to tissue that.  So there I was, and the lady started, and I told the lady I said, 
“Look, just work on my neck and shoulders.”  So the lady started massaging and if 
felt good.  I said, “I’m going to go ahead and get the 20 or 30 minute of this.”  So, 
after about a couple of minutes, she started putting more pressure on my neck and 
back.  And I said when I saw her, “I have an extremely high pain tolerance, I can 
handle an unusual amount of pain.” 
 
And so the lady just started digging her fingers in, she was working, it was okay.  
Then all of a sudden, after three about minutes she did something that I, I have had 
massages before but she did something I never felt before.  She took her elbow, and 
she put her elbow right in the middle of my back and it looked like she stood up on 
it. 
 
(laughter) 
 
I said to myself, “Now, first of all I’m a man.  I’m a man.  I’m a strong macho man!”  
This little lady was about 110 pounds.  She looked like she put that elbow in my 
back and stood up on her elbow.  I believe her feet were completely off the ground. 
 
(laughter) 
 
And she started wiggling that elbow into my back, and I mean that thing felt like… 
See, you got to understand me and sometimes when a man just, I just wanted to 
say, “Oh, oww!” 
 
(laughter) 
 
I just wanted to cry.  I could literally feel like my eyes were watering up.  That lady 
was just working on my back and she went down on the left side, and it felt like it 
was never going to end.  And after a few minutes she ended on that side and then 
she went to the next side, “bam!”  Right in the middle of my back, I said, “Oh, my 
goodness!” 
 
(laughter) 
 
Not only was I not considering the 20 minutes, I was about to tell her, I said, 
“Look!”  I was about to race, you know how they do in the restroom when you hit the 
mat? 
 
(laughter) 
 
I was about to hit the mat on that thing.  The lady was just about to kill my back! 
And I mean, when that 10 minutes was over I said, “Oh my God! Wheew! That 
thing hurt”  My eyes were really literally starting to water up from the pain. 
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(laughter) 
 
And after I got up and I looked at that 10, 20, and 30 minute.  I paid that lady for 
that 10 minutes and I walked on out of there. 
 
 (laughter) 
 
But as I was walking down the mall, I felt that all the tension in my neck and 
shoulders, it was gone! And I then began to see some spiritual insight into this 
thing.  That lady was causing me extreme, extreme, extreme, extreme pain! But she 
was not my enemy. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
And there are some things that you have to understand, the lady was trying to help 
me. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
Now, when I was going to the middle of this thing, things were running through my 
mind, “Did this lady do this?” 
 
(laughter) 
 
Because I know I am pretty tough, and if I cannot barely stand it?  I can handle 
stuff most folk cannot handle.  I am saying to myself, “If I can’t barely stand it, then 
this lady was about to make me squeal like a little bitty punk!”   
 
(laughter) 
 
I said, “Look, if I couldn’t barely stand it,”  I said, “I’m no good and well.”  So, I am 
thinking to myself, was this lady prejudiced against me?  Was it something against 
me?  Was she just trying to deliberately punish me? 
 
(laughter) 
 
God spoke to me and said, “That’s the same way me people are.”  When they have 
stuff in their life that is hard and kicked up, it needs to be broken up and worked 
up! And I have to go in there put an elbow in it! 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
It hurts! 
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(applause.) 
It is painful! People howler! And they say, “Lord, if I can just get out of this.”  And 
he just began to reveal this thing to me and see.  Sometimes people, we misdirect 
and our enemy is not our enemy just because the thing causes us pain.  I get so 
many prayer requests because people are going through so much.  They universally 
will think that, “God does not love me anymore because I got pain.”  Sometimes he 
has to put us through some pain to bring us out to work through some things. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
And the other realization that I had was this, I asked, “Well I asked the lady to 
work on my neck and shoulders.”  Sometimes we will ask for some things, “Lord use 
me, use me Lord.  Use me!” 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
“Here I am Lord, use me!” 
 
(applause.) 
 
Then if God starts using you, the problem is people, you better ask exactly for what 
you want.  Because this is what you really want, “Lord, use me like I want to be 
used.” 
 
(laughter) 
 
That is what we really want.  We do not want God us in His wisdom.  We want God 
to use us the way we want.  I wanted that gentle, nice, good relaxing feeling 
massage.  I did not really want that lady to work-out the tight knots in the muscles, 
and to get underneath and then bust up the hard tight stuff.  You see the lady I 
believed could feel my back.  My back is in real good shape.  She could tell that my 
muscles were hard and strong, so she knew she had to put some pressure to get to 
me. 
 
(crowd answers) 
 
Some of you are hard.  Some of you are strong, you hit like concrete.  And God 
knows that to really get you to make some changes, He had to put his elbow into 
that thing. 
 
(applause) 
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And sometimes we all say, “Lord, have it your way.  Your will.  Not my will.”  You 
do not mean that! 
 
(laughter) 
Because once God gets to doing it His way, that thing hurts! 
 
Amen.  Amen. 
 
I realized that.  And when I got back to the movie, I got back exactly at 1:20.  The 
man was gone, there was a lady there.  I said, “I came to the 1:20 showing of War.”  
She said, “There is no 1:20 showing.” 
 
(laughter) 
 
I said, “Wait a minute, the man told me…”  And she said the next showing was 2:45. 
 
(laughter) 
 
I said, “God, you mean to tell me you brought me out here, had me go just to so I 
could go through that.”  I said, “I have got to show these folks something.”  And you 
had to see how it feels. 
 
(crowd answers and applauds) 
 
And we have to understand that just because it is painful, that is not necessarily 
our enemy.  I want you to take out your pen.  I want you to write down the word, 
“Marital”.  Marital simply means “relating to”  or “of marriage”  marital.  It is one of 
the biggest areas, and one of the biggest issues that we have even within the church 
just our closest relationship and marriage.  Write down marital. 
 
Now right beside marital, I want you to write down the word “Martial.”  Marital 
means, “Of marriage.”  Martial means, “Of war.”  They got the same number of 
letters.  They have the same letters.  The only difference between marital and 
martial is the word in the middle “it” is reversed.  And even in our relationships, 
when we get something, and when we take “it” and reverse it, things that are meant 
to be harmonious and peaceful turn into war. 
 
(crowd answers.) 
 
And God is saying that even those of who are married, your spouse is not your 
enemy.  But often times it is what gets in our head.  And our biggest battle is the 
battle between the sexes, and we do not understand this.  My wife brought me my 
bowl of fruit this morning and she had grapes and pineapples there.  And they were 
all her pineapples.  Now you have to understand a story of the pineapple, yesterday, 
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I went in the refrigerator and she had just bought a new little bucket of pineapples 
chopped up.  And my wife said, “Those are my pineapples.”  She said, “Don’t get 
even a little of my pineapples.” 
 
(laughter) 
 
So I said, “Okay.  I’m not going to get.”  And I said, “But I’m only going to get two.”  
And my wife was just looking at me to make sure that I did not eat up all her 
pineapples. 
 
(laughter) 
 
So I just got two chops of my wife’s pineapples.  So this morning, she brought my 
fruit, and the fruit bowl had all of her pineapples in it.  And she said, “God spoke to 
me yesterday about those pineapples.  And He said, this man bought all the 
pineapples.” 
 
(applause.) 
 
It is the same way we are with God.  We will not even give God a little chunk of our 
stuff.  He had given you all of His stuff. 
 
(applause.) 
 
And understand this, of the real enemy, I am about out of time but let me tell you 
who the real enemy is.  The real enemy is not even Satan, the real enemy if the 
disobedience from the word of God.  Every time the children of Israel disobeyed the 
word of God, He allowed the enemy to come in to conquer them, as long as they 
stayed righteous in the sight of God.  And what is one time disobedience?  They had 
got in a reprobate mind where they were in a continual state of disobedience and 
every time they got disobedience from the word of God, God allowed the enemy to 
come in and so the real cause of the sin, it was not the enemy, the real cause was 
the disobedience from the protector.  That is the real enemy. 
 
So your real enemy is disobedience from the word of God.  Understand who is your 
enemy and who is not your enemy.  I could preach on this subject for another hour.  
It is just so much with it but that is as fast and as quick as I can make it.  Deviation 
from God’s word is the real enemy.  As long as you stay within His protective 
covenant, the enemy from outside can do you no harm.  And that is one of the keys 
of life that we need, it to always be able to recognize the true cause of something.  If 
you need to hear this message again simply go to AirJesus.com.  This is message 
number 5361, “Who is the Enemy?”  I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 
the Word because brother, you need the Word. 
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(applause.) 
 
Amen, amen. 


