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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word.  
 
Amen, amen, amen. Today I am going to be preaching from a musical track that is 
actually on the CD that I produced for the God Heals sessions called “Words for 
Healing.” There is a particular song that actually ends the CD, and it is called, “I 
Am Strong.” As we do the God Heals service, that is the last song that we end with 
each time, and I saw the effect of how it just charges people’s spirits with just the 
words and the statement “I am strong.” It comes from the Book of Joel, the 3rd 
chapter, the 10th verse, that reads:  “Beat your plowshares into swords and your 
pruninghooks into spears:  let the weak say, I am strong.” 
 
I am going to be preaching from the subject today simply of “I Am Strong.” These 
are words that as we go through life and as we go through things that we have to 
say to ourselves, sometimes over and over and over. I am going to go through and 
kind of explain that; but before I do that, I just want everyone to stand. We are 
going to sing the song. I want you to shout and I want you to repeat those words, 
those three little words, but they are big words, “I am strong.” So stand, and we are 
going to repeat those words. If you would, cue up the song and let it roll. 
 
Watch C. Elijah and watch James; watch the strength! 
 
(Music.) 
 
Amen, amen, amen. Just dealing with that passage in Joel where he says, “Beat 
your plowshares into swords and your pruninghooks into spears,” when you go and 
read the background of that verse, you’ll read where basically the children of Israel 
had been taken captive, abused, misused and sold into slavery and prostitution and 
all types of vile things. God came to the children of Israel and said, “It is time for 
war, and I am going to restore everything that was taken from you. But before I do 
that,” He said, “I want you to take your plowshares” -- a plowshare, for those of you 
that have seen pictures in the old days of a mule or a horse pulling a plow, it’s the 
blade that digs into the ground that furrows the rows where you can plant the seed. 
That is a plowshare, and He said, “I want you to take that plowshare,” this blade 
that goes into the ground, “take your plowshare, and I want you to beat your 
plowshare into a sword. Then I want you to take the pruninghooks” --  a pruning 
hook is a curved blade that is on a long stick, and they would use this blade to reach 
up into the branches of the trees of whatever food or olive trees that they were 
harvesting and prune the branches; they would have to cut back some of the 
branches so the bush could grow properly. So He said, “Take your plowshares and 
beat them into swords, and take your pruninghooks and beat those into spears, 
because you are going to have to go to war to get back your stuff.” God even had me 
preach not too long ago a series entitled “The Case for War.” 
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There are some things in your life that have been taken from you and stolen from 
you and the enemy has locked up, and God is saying to you, “Look, you are going to 
have to make some changes, and you are going to have to go and get back your stuff! 
You may not think you are able, because you think you are too weak and you think 
the mighty man who has taken your stuff is too strong.” God actually says in some 
of the other verses:  “Let the weaklings say, I am strong.” God is saying, ”Even 
though you may not think you have the strength, let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’” 
 
There is a time for what is called passivity. There is a time when you simply need to 
acquiesce or just lay back and just let the Lord handle things. Now, don’t you know 
that in this passage of Joel -- and perhaps you need to read; it is too long for me to 
read all of it, you just start reading at the 3rd chapter of Joel and read it -- there is 
a time when you need to just acquiesce and sit back and let God handle things; but 
don’t you think that God could have handled that fighting for the children of Israel? 
Don’t you think God could have gone and conquered their enemy? But God said, 
“No, you take your plowshare, you take your pruninghook and beat them into a 
sword and a spear. I am going to be with you; but you have to say, ‘I am strong,’ and 
you have to go get back your stuff.” 
 
God is not going to bring back some of the things that you are going to have the 
ability to do when strengthened by God; He is going to have you go and do that 
stuff. He is going to have you go and take back your stuff. He is going to have you go 
and get the territory. He will empower you. That’s why it’s in the song and the 
verse:  “I can do all things through Christ Who strengtheneth me.” But you are 
going to have to get up and change some things. 
 
You see, to beat the plowshare into a sword, first of all, is not an easy process. You 
are talking about iron. Do you know how hard it is to beat iron into shape? There 
are some things and some habits in your life, and it is difficult to reshape those 
things. It takes some beating, because they are hard. You understand that? It takes 
some beating. 
 
I have been in the country, and I’ve seen a plowshare. It is a long, hook thing that is 
V-shaped, and it just parts the soil. But to beat that thing, it has to be thick and 
strong, because it has to go and bust up hard soil. So a plowshare is heavy, it is 
hard, and it is thick. 
 
Have you all got any stuff in your life that’s like that:  it is hard, heavy and thick? 
That is why He did not say, “Go and gently mold your plowshare into a sword.” He 
said, “You’ve got to beat it!” 
 
You all say, “Beat it.” You’ve got to beat that plowshare into a sword. 
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See, sometimes before we can even get equipped for war, we have to go through 
some serious transformation, some serious beating and some serious hammering on 
us to get us even prepared for war, because you cannot go into war with a 
plowshare! 
 
You have to get prepared. All of us want our stuff back. You cannot just go get back 
your stuff until you are ready and prepared to go against an enemy who has some 
swords! You’ve got to have a sword! So God says, “Beat your plowshare into a sword 
and your pruninghooks into spears.” 
 
Now, the verse that is often most quoted is actually from Isaiah 2:4, and Isaiah 2:4 
actually reverses what Joel 3:10 says. Isaiah 2:4 basically says:  “He will judge 
between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruninghooks.” It is reversed. God 
simply put it this way:  “There is a time for war, and there is a time for peace. There 
is a time for all things under the sun, and you have to know what time it is.” 
 
So there is a time to take your plowshare and beat it into a sword, and there is a 
time to take your sword and beat it into a plowshare. When you do not know what 
time it is, you will never get the harvest or the reward that you are destined to get. 
 
See, sometimes, people, we are the opposite way:  we’ve got swords, and we are 
supposed to have plowshares. We are fighting all the time with everybody, and God 
wants us to be people of peace. But yet and still, there is a time for war. Even Jesus 
said that. 
 
Jesus told the disciples:  “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you 
lack anything? Nothing, they answered. He said to them, But now if you have a 
purse, take it, and also a bag, and if you do not have a sword, sell your cloak and 
buy one.” So there was a time when even Jesus said, ”You are going to need a 
sword.” You have to know when and where you need each different piece of 
equipment. But in that verse of Joel, “I am strong” referred to when you have to get 
ready to do battle. 
 
People, do you know there are still demonic forces out there? Now, if I asked anyone 
in this room or anyone who is listening to me on television or through the internet, 
“How many of you believe in angels?” every hand would go up. Everyone believes in 
angels. But then if I asked, “How many believe in demons?” a lot of the hands would 
go down. See, people believe in angels; but they do not believe in demons. Well, you 
cannot believe in one without the other. Both of them are spiritual beings that 
operate in the spiritual realm, and you have both sets of entities. I know without 
question there are demons, because I have seen some of them. I’ve seen some of 
them here! Even with the God Heals, the gift that God has allowed me to operate in 
is fundamentally a gift of the prophetic and the Word of knowledge, and often when 
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I touch people, I see things or I hear things. Eighty percent of the time, I tell people 
exactly what I see and exactly what I hear; but twenty percent of the time, I cannot 
say it. I’ve seen some demons. 
 
The good thing is -- you all say “the good thing” -- none of the demons that I saw in 
folks were members of this church. That is the good thing. So you do not have to 
worry about looking at the person next to you and wondering, “Well, I wonder if 
they were seen, because they have been acting a little funny, and I’ve got question 
about them myself.” So at least you do not have to worry that it’s any member of 
this church. 
 
But we have a lot of people who come from the outside for God Heals, and I will be 
honest with you. I have touched some people, and I have literally seen demons on 
them. When that happened, it took me aback a little bit. I said, “Well, Lord, what do 
You want me to do about this? Do I cast them out? What do I do?” because 
sometimes, people, you know, dealing with the demonic and you’re seeing it right 
there in front of you and you are seeing it just as clear as a bell, I asked, ”What do I 
do with this stuff?” God spoke to me just as clear, especially with a particular case, 
and He said, “Nothing.” He said, “They don’t want to get rid of them.” 
 
So there is nothing you can do when folk have demons and they don’t even want to 
get rid of the demonic; they relish and wallow in and even attract and somewhat 
enjoy the demonic. There’s nothing you can do with it. But I thought to myself, of 
the few cases where I see the demonic, somebody’s got to deal with those folks. 
Somebody works next to them, sometimes somebody is even married to them. Yes, it 
is real. You do not think demons are just on people out in the street, do you? It is 
real! 
 
When I used to live at my old house, I would jog to the neighborhood periodically 
every morning early in the morning. One morning, I began to smell this horrible 
smell as I was jogging. I ran about four or five miles that morning, and as I was 
running I would smell this smell, and I would notice that the smell would start and 
stop even with property lines. I said, “Boy, that is odd, because even if this was 
some manure or fertilizer, it would not just be even with the property lines.” The 
minute I would go across the property lines, the smell would either start or stop 
very abruptly. After this happened so many times, I said, “Lord, what is this smell 
that I am smelling?” and He said, “I am allowing you to sense the smell of the 
demonic.” I said to myself, “There’s this many demons out here, in this many 
houses? There’s this many demons?” 
 
So there is a lot of stuff out there, and we are going to have to learn how sometimes 
we have to take up war. Now, you don’t go and get a physical, literal sword, even 
though I’ve got one; but that is not what I use for war. The spiritual equivalent of a 
sword is the Word of God. That is the sword, and that is the only thing that you are 
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going to be able to use to deal with a lot of the demonic stuff that you are going to 
encounter. Sometimes you do not need to have the gift of discernment to where you 
can literally see a demon. You can see demonic manifestations of stuff. Jesus said, 
“You’ll know them by the fruit that they bear.” You will be able to see the fruit, and 
you will be able to see the manifestation of demonic activity and stuff that you know 
is there. 
 
Unfortunately, we have it in the church. In the movies, they always have it where 
the devil can’t come on Holy Ground. That’s the movies. That is the movies. That 
has absolutely zero to do with reality. 
 
Remember when Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for those 40 days? The Bible 
says that Satan did not just take Jesus to the temple; he took Him to the top of the 
temple, which means Satan not only could go in the church, but he went to the 
highest positions in the church. The highest position in the church, to be honest 
about it, is the preacher. The devil took Him to the top of the temple. So just 
because you are in church does not mean, like you see in the movies, where once you 
get to Holy Ground, the demon has to stop and stand there at the line. Oh, no. 
Those demons are stepping right on over the line, they’re coming right on up the 
steps, they’re coming right on in the church, and sometimes they come right on 
down front! 
 
So it does not stop the demonic, just because you are on Holy Ground. The only 
thing that is going to arrest and stop the demonic in your lives, and that which was 
stolen away -- your health, your joy, your happiness, your peace -- the only thing 
that is going to stop that is the Word of God. And you are going to have to beat that 
Word  in you. It does not just get there easy. 
 
It is not a matter where you can just go and pull a Scripture. See, you’ve got to have 
the Word beat in you, because the devil knows when that Word is not in you. He 
knows when you are just playing with stuff. He knows when you are just hollering 
out, “I plead the blood of Jesus” and you haven’t read the Word in six months; the 
devil knows that! He knows when the Word has been beat in you and when you’re 
just playing Church. The devil knows it, and you‘ve got to be able to say when you 
are faced with all this stuff, “I am strong.” 
 
See, the only way you will truly have strength is in Christ. If you are not in Him, 
you are not going to be strong. That is why when you look at those words, it is 
deeper than what it appears, because when Moses was there with God and Moses 
said, “Who shall say that has sent me?” God said, “Tell them I AM has sent you.” 
 
So when you say, “I am strong,” it has multitudinous levels of meaning. When you 
say, “I am strong,” you are saying “God.” And the God that is there and the God that 
resides in me is strong! 
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See, I’ve got sense enough to know that I am no match for Satan. He is smarter 
than I am, he has more experience than I have, and he has more resources than I 
have. I am no match for Satan. 
 
But, see, I am strong. See, I am no match for Satan; but I am strong, and as long as 
I reside and as long as I stand firm in Christ, I can battle any demon anywhere. 
 
But the difficulty is staying firm! The difficulty is following God’s Word, listening to 
what God says, being obedient to what God says. It is not easy, following this Word. 
That is why beating that plowshare into a sword was never an easy job. It was a 
difficult job, but it is the only way to defeat that demonic world. 
 
There are more demons than saints. You can look in the world and see the evidence. 
You will know the fruit. But we have to learn when we truly walk in Christ who we 
are and Whose we are. 
 
Though you may feel weak, it is more than likely even if you go to work, it is more 
than likely that the company that you work for is run by someone not in Christ, and 
if they are not, see, you are either one or the other . There is no such thing as 
lukewarm, because when Judgment comes, there really is no in-between place; so 
you are one or the other. You are one or the other. You go in one place or the other; 
there is no lukewarm, on the fence. I mean, there is technically a place that you 
may call Purgatory. It is a holding spot, but that’s just a holding spot. Like when 
you are going out of town and get to the airport, you are at the gate; but that is not 
your destination. The gate is not where you are going to live; that is just a holding 
spot. 
 
So spiritually you may have some questions about where there exists a Purgatory or 
an in-between place while you are at the gate, figuring out where you are going. But 
there are only two places. So you are only of Christ or of Satan, one of the two, and 
there is no in-between. 
 
You’ve got to know Whose you are. If you are with Christ, even if you feel weak, 
you’ve got to know, “I am strong, and there is no demon in Hell that can stand 
against I am strong.” If it is just you, you’ve got a problem. 
 
Sometimes that is why we run into too many problems, because it is just us, and we 
are trying to handle all this stuff. That is why God gave you something to do. He 
said, “Beat those plowshares into swords.” 
 
Learn your Word! Have that stuff in you. Spend time with God so that you have 
forged yourself into iron, so when you have to deal with the enemy, you are ready 
for him, and you will not let him come in, steal your stuff, take your stuff; but 
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understanding right now, you can go get your stuff and you can get it back, because 
you understand “I am strong.” 
 
You are stronger than Satan; but most of us do not know it, and we give the devil 
just too much credit. I am strong. And there was a reason why before God got ready 
to make war, He said, “Let the weak say, I am strong.” 
 
You have got to say it, you’ve got to believe it, you’ve got to know it. When you say i, 
when you believe it and when you know that “I am strong,” nothing of the world will 
be able to keep your joy, your happiness, your health, your family or anything else 
that God has destined for you. 
 
If you need to listen to this message over again, simply go to AirJesus.com; this is 
Message No. 5365, “I Am STRONG!.” 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
Amen, amen and amen. I am strong! 
 
If you would cue the song, I want you to stand again. We are just going to do this 
one more time, and feel it, people. Feel it. Understand and know that no matter 
what the world throws against you, “I am strong. The power of Christ that dwells in 
you, nothing can overcome you, even Satan. Say it like you mean it. Let the devil 
know! 
 
(Music.) 
 
Amen. Amen. 
 
Praise God, give the Lord another handclap of praise. Amen, amen, amen. Praise 
God. 
 
We thank Pastor Nathaniel so much for not only just the message “I Am STRONG,” 
but the song, the CD, the healing Scriptures. We thank God so much that we have 
now some reinforcement, that when we are feeling weak we can just pop that CD in 
and sing along and regain strength and think about all the words that are on the 
CD, all of the healing Scriptures. 
 
Those healing Scriptures on that CD are truly powerful. The Bible simply says:  “My 
Words are life unto those that find them and health to all their flesh.” So God’s Word 
is health to your kidneys, health to your liver, health to your heart, health to all of 
your bloodstream, your organs, your limbs, health to your mind That is what the 
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Bible says:  “My Words are life unto those that find them and health to all their 
flesh.” 
 
So get the CD, listen to it, allow it to play while you are sleeping, driving; and allow 
the Word in. Do not just listen to it; sometimes sing it. Say it, say it, say it out of 
your mouth. Say it out of your mouth, repeat it and allow God’s healing to keep you 
strong. 
 
I like to tell people, “Don’t wait until you get sick to try to get the healing Word. 
You’ve almost waited too late.” No, while you are still strong, while you still have 
your health, that is the time to reinforce the healing. I read healing Scriptures all 
the time; I say them while I am healthy, and that keeps me well. 
 
So don’t wait until you are sick and beat down. I mean, you can do it then; but it is 
better to do while you are still up. That is like trying to build a house in the middle 
of a storm:  you can build one in the middle of the storm, but it is much more 
difficult. It is better to build it while there is a fair weather outside. 
 
So take these Scriptures while you are well, while you are well, because sooner or 
later, you or somebody that you know will need them. So we thank God we have the 
Scriptures, we have the CDs. So get ahold of those in the bookstore immediately 
after the benediction. 

 


