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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
Amen. We recently just got back from attending a pastoral conference in Dallas. It 
was headed by Pastor Gerald Brooks, and while we were there, we listened to 
lectures on leadership and basically church stuff for two full days. While we were 
there, I was sitting there and I was listening to Doctor Samuel Chan, and he’s based 
here in Atlanta. He was speaking about leadership and leading in the church, and 
one of the things that he was saying is that you have to have good information to 
make good decisions; but what he also said, he said that virtually no information 
that you will ever receive is purely objective. It always goes through someone’s 
viewpoint, someone’s opinion, someone’s interpretation of what is true. 
 
I want to speak to you today from the subject of “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved” 
… “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved.” There are some particular series of verses in 
the Bible dealing with a particular disciple whom Jesus loved, and I’m just going to 
read these four verses concerning this disciple:  “Now there was leaning on Jesus’ 
bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.” 
 
The next verse, which is the 2nd verse and the 20th chapter:  “Then she runneth, 
and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith 
unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know not 
where they have laid Him.” 
 
The 21st chapter, the 7th verse:  “Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith 
unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt 
his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.” 
 
The 21st chapter, the 20th verse:  “Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple 
whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on His breast at supper, and said, 
Lord, which is he that betrayeth Thee?” 
 
Now, actually, these are controversial verses for those who attack Jesus and the 
Bible. If you’ve ever done any extensive reading outside of the Bible on controversial 
religious material, you’ve found that often critics of the Bible and critics of Jesus 
will take these verses and try to say that even Jesus and this disciple had an illicit 
relationship going on. 
 
When I heard Doctor Samuel Chan speak on this, he simply said one thing. He said 
all of the verses where that disciple said that he was loved by Jesus were all from 
one Book. Do you all know what Book that is? It’s the Book of John. Do you know 
the beloved disciple was? John! So Doctor Chan was saying even John was not 
objective, because he was writing that Jesus loved him and he was the one writing! 
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So it put a whole different perspective on it as I began to see and I began to 
understand that John constantly says, “Now, there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one 
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.” John wrote this about himself! 
 
So when you read all of these verses about the beloved disciple whom Jesus loved, 
John wrote all this stuff, and the only disciple in the whole Bible that was 
particularly pointed out that one disciple was loved, it was John who was loved, and 
John wrote that he was loved by Jesus. 
 
So that had just a slight bit of potential for bias. It had just a slight bit of 
susceptibility to being favored and not fully true! Jesus loved John, sayeth John. 
 
But what I saw in that was something else. Also in John, Verse 11:5, it says:  “Now 
Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.” But mainly Jesus loved John. 
That’s the main person that John knew and said beyond anyone else in the Bible, 
beyond the church, beyond mankind, beyond anybody else, John said that Jesus 
loved John. To put it in modern vernacular, Jesus loved Himself some john. Jesus 
loved John. John was the beloved of Jesus. Do you all have any question about 
whom Jesus loved? Jesus loved John, sayeth John. 
 
So I speak to you from that subject of just “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved.” I just 
want to read something that I was going to publish in Mountain Wings, and it 
reads:  “Many years ago while watching a little television on Sunday, instead of 
going to church, I watched a church in Atlanta honoring one of its senior pastor, 
who had been retired many years. He was 92 years old at that time, and I wondered 
why the Church ever bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach at that age. After 
a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker and as the applause quieted down, he 
rose from his high-back chair and walked very slowly and with great effort in the 
sliding gate to the podium. Without a note or any written paper of any kind, he 
placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself, and then quietly and slowly he 
began to speak. 
 
“‘When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell 
you what was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50-odd years of preaching. I 
thought it for a few days and boiled it down to just one thing that made the most 
difference in my life and sustained me through all my trials; the one thing that I 
could always rely on when tears and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow 
paralyzed me. The only thing that would comfort me was this verse.’” 
 
This verse is the epitome of what John said. When you really distill what John’s 
statements were, this verse is the fundamental essence of Christianity, and it is the 
fundamental essence of what this pastor of 92 years of age, a pastor for over 50 
years, had come to realize. It is a fundamental verse that you should realize. 
Actually, it is the words of a song. It’s a song that we all know. We’ve known it for a 
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long time; I even printed the words on the back of your program. Turn over and look 
at those words. You haven’t seen them in a long time. But it’s these words that John 
said. All throughout his Book, this is what John was saying. John was saying, 
“Jesus loves me. This, I know.” That’s what he was saying, and that’s all that he 
was saying. John had sense enough to know and say it over and over and over and 
over again:  Jesus loves me. 
 
Some of you all haven’t sung that song in a long time. Most of us don’t even know 
the whole song. This is the whole song that’s printed, and I want us to just sing a 
song. We haven’t sung it; but sometimes, as this 92-year-old pastor realized and 
understood, when pain and sorrow and trial and tribulation comes your way, 
sometimes you just need to be able to get by yourself and just sing this old nursery, 
this old children’s song just of “Jesus Loves Me.” When you know and understand 
what John knew and understood, what John kept saying, see, the thing is, you have 
to know that for yourself. That’s why John had to keep saying, “I’m the disciple 
whom Jesus loved; that’s me!” You have to know that. See, no one else can know for 
you that Jesus loves you. You have to know it for yourself. There’s no sense in John 
saying, “Jesus Who loved Matthew, Jesus Who loved Mark.” The main person that 
John was concerned about whom Jesus loved, John said, “Jesus loves me.” You have 
to know without a shadow of a doubt that Jesus loves you. 
 
Brother Ivan, go ahead. Let’s just stand and sing that song. If it can carry this old 
minister for 50-something years, it can carry you. 
 
For those of you who are watching on television, we’ll put the words of the song up 
on the screen so you can sing from your home, because you need to sing it, too. Just 
take a few minutes and just sing this song that many of you haven’t sung since you 
were children. 
 
(singing) “Jesus loves me. This, I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to Him 
belong; they are weak, but He is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me, for the Bible tells me so. 
 
“Jesus loves me, He Who died Heaven’s gate to open wide. He will wash away my 
sin, let His little child come in. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus 
loves me, for the Bible tells me so. 
 
“Jesus loves me; thus be still, when I’m very weak and ill. From His shining coat on 
High, comes to watch me where I lie. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, 
Jesus loves me, for the Bible tells me so. 
 
“Jesus loves me. He will stay close beside me all the way. He’s prepared a home for 
me, and someday His face I’ll see. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, 
Jesus loves me, for the Bible tells me so.” 
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Amen, amen. I guess my wife sent my son Christian because … is that your favorite 
song? It’s not your favorite song. It’s one of your favorite songs. What’s your favorite 
song? He says he doesn’t know. Okay, you can go sit back down. But he actually 
sung this in front of the church one day, “Jesus Loves Me.” 
 
You may be seated. 
 
As Christians, this is a critical thing for us to understand, that Jesus loves us. See, I 
can imagine that there were times in that pastor’s 50 years as a pastor when he 
could not depend upon people to show him love. I’m sure that during those 50 years, 
there were times when he made the Deacon Board upset. There were times when he 
made the Trustees upset. There were times when he made members of the 
congregation upset. There were times when he made his wife upset, there were 
times when he made his children upset, there were times when the only Person that 
he knew without fail and without a shadow of a doubt loved Who really loved him 
was Jesus. 
 
Jesus loved all of the disciples. See, even in John 13, Verse 34, it says:  “A new 
commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. By this, all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love 
one to another.” 
 
Jesus says, “I’ve loved you. Now, I want you to love one another.” This is what Jesus 
says. He says, “The world will know that you are My disciples by the fact that you 
love another.” He says, “That’s not by miraculous signs, not by good preaching, not 
by good singing.” He says, “The world will know that you are My disciples by the 
fact that ye shall love one to another.” 
 
Do you know, even among Christians, does the world really know that we are the 
disciples of Jesus by our showing love to one another? Does the world really know 
that? I mean, I’m not talking about among the world; I’m talking about among the 
people in the Church. 
 
See, Jesus said, “Love ye one another,” and these were the disciples. You see, any 
time you have a group of people together, you have potential issues. You understand 
what I’m saying? You have issues. Let me read, just like in John, again the same 
chapter, Chapter 21, beginning at that 20th verse:  “Then Peter” -- and, you know, 
Peter was one of the close disciples. Peter, James and John were the three inner 
circles. These were the best of the best.  “Then Peter, turning about, seeth the 
disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on His breast at supper, and 
said” -- now, see, John is letting you know real clear. He’s letting you know real 
clear that “Jesus loves me” -- “which also leaned on His breast at supper, and said, 
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Lord, which is he that betrayeth Thee? Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and 
what shall this man do?” 
 
Now, let me paraphrase that as the way some other versions put it:  “Lord, what is 
he going to do?” In other words, John is relating the story of where Peter, who says 
that he saw John leaning on Jesus’ chest, asking Him the question; so Peter then 
asked Jesus, “Lord, what is this man going to do?” In other words, Peter was getting 
a tinge of jealousy. 
 
Do you know that if people see your close walk with Jesus, some people will get 
jealous of that walk? Everyone is not going to be happy for you, just because you’re 
filled with joy and filled with the Holy Ghost. 
 
See, when Peter saw John leaning his head over on Jesus’ chest, what ran into 
Peter’s mind, “What is he leaning his head over there for, trying to get him some 
special brownie points with Jesus?” 
 
You see, you all think that human stuff is new. It doesn’t matter how hot; these 
were the closest of the three, and so Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, what’s up with him? 
What is he going to do?” 
 
Jesus answered and said unto him, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee? Follow thou Me.” 
 
Let me put it this in a way you can understand it:  “If I want him to stay here until I 
return, until the Second Coming, what business is that of yours? You just follow and 
do what you’re supposed to do.” That’s what Jesus told him. 
 
Stuff has not changed. So when people see that God loves you and is blessing you 
and has you filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, everyone is not going to be happy 
about that. Some people are going to look at you and say, “What do they think 
they’re doing? Who do they think they are? What gives them the right to get closer 
to Jesus than me, and how dare them say that Jesus loves them?” 
 
None of the other disciples said that Jesus loved them. See, people, sometimes the 
issue that we have with God is that we just don’t even declare our relationship with 
God. And oftentimes, the relationship with God is very similar to our relationship 
with people. Sometimes husbands and wives don’t half-tell each other they love 
each other any more. Hey! You know, they don’t even half-tell each other, “Baby, I 
just love you.” A lot of times what they do when you see your husband or you see 
your wife, all you’re expecting is some kind of criticism or command. We’ve even 
gotten away from just love ye one another. Jesus says the world will know that we 
are His disciples by the way that we love one another. 
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Peter was getting jealous of John. “Who is he, and what is he going to do?” And 
Jesus said, “If I want him to live forever, what business is that of yours? You do 
what you are supposed to do.” 
 
Turn to the person next to you and tell them, “You do what you are supposed to do.” 
 
Now, see, that’s a whole sermon in itself. Too often, we’re worried about the other 
person. That’s just a whole sermon in itself. Matter of fact, not only is that a 
sermon; that’s a series. That’s a series. “You do what you’re supposed to do.” That’s 
what Jesus told Peter:  “Don’t worry about John; you do what you’re supposed to 
do.” That’s a whole series of sermons! 
 
Don’t worry about what the President is doing. Don’t worry about what the pastor is 
doing. You do what you’re supposed to do; see, people, if we did that, if we did that.  
 
John was the only one of the disciples historically who did not die an early death. 
Jesus says, “When you love Me and follow My commandments, you’ll never die. 
You’ll never die.” 
 
John had sense enough to know that Jesus loved him. Peter, though he may have 
known it, never said it. And because he never said it, he was worried about a man 
who was declarative. Jesus loves me. This, I know. “Jesus loves Himself some John. 
This, I know.” 
 
What I want you to do is put your own name in there. Sometimes, you just have to 
declare this. See, Jesus loves Himself some Nathaniel; this, I know. I know this, 
Jesus loves Himself some Nathaniel! 
 
See, when you start using your own name, you stop worrying about John! And if 
Peter had recognized the love that God had for him, he would not have done that. 
See, when Jesus told Peter that, Jesus could see that Peter was getting off track: 
“You do what you’re supposed to do. Stop worrying about John. You do what you’re 
supposed to do. I love you, too; but you do what you’re supposed to do.” 
 
This is what we have to know, and this is what we have to understand. People, 
when we get down, when we get depressed, distressed and in despair, we need to go 
back and pull out that old child’s song, because it’s really not the song of a child; it’s 
the song of a mature adult in Christ:  “Jesus loves me. This, I know, for the Bible 
tells me so.” Thus saith Nathaniel. Amen. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
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Amen, amen and amen. Jesus loves us, people, and we have to understand that. 
When we follow His Words and His commands, we’ll never die. That’s the promise:  
we’ll never die. Don’t worry about what other disciples or other saints are doing. 
You do what you are supposed to do. 
 
(Music.) 
 
Amen, let’s give Pastor another hand; isn’t that awesome? 
 
And indeed, you’ll notice in this Scripture that he talked about even with John and 
Jesus that Last Supper. You know, John leaned in and laid his head on Jesus. He 
moved in close to Jesus, and that’s what we have to do. If we want to feel His love 
more, how much time have we been spending with Him? How much time have we 
been reading about Him? 
 
If you don’t spend much time with your spouse or your loved ones, how much love 
would you feel from them? But if you spend a lot of time with them, go on vacations 
with them and spend that quality time with them, you’ll feel the love. John pressed 
into Jesus, and he didn’t just sit back up easy; he leaned in and leaned on His chest.  
 
When he was talking about it, it reminded me so much of, actually, our two boys, 
my son John and his son Josie. I mean, they are actually in the same class at school 
and they ride home together a lot of times. Then when they are together all day, 
they eat together; they go to recess together; then they ride home together; and then 
the first thing they do when they get home, they say, “Can I go see him?” I mean, 
it’s a love like we’ve never seen. They’ll be in the bathroom crying over going to each 
other’s house to see them. 
 
Pastor told me last week, he said that he was taking them somewhere and he 
looked in the backseat, and John, even as the Scripture, he said he was leaned over, 
asleep on Josie’s bosom. He said he won’t even let his own brother sleep on him like 
that! So I can imagine even his brothers may have gotten jealous and said, “Why do 
you let John sleep on your bosom like that?” And I imagine Josie said, “What is that 
to you if I want to let John sleep on my bosom?” 
 
So that Word really just came alive to me as he talked about it, because it was 
literally my son John’s name and he was just asleep on his bosom last week. I tell 
you, the Word is alive and real to us today. Amen. 

 


