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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Today, I just want to tell you “I Messed Up” ... “I Messed Up”. These are the three 
words that God spoke to me to speak to you about today, just “I Messed Up”. 
 
Now, I know, first of all, that is not the most elegant of English phraseology. I 
realize that I could perhaps appeal more to the intelligentsia if I would simply say 
that I committed a faux pas. Many of you don’t even know what that means. I could 
perhaps say that I miscalculated, which resulted in undesirable results. I could say 
that my information was flawed, which as a result had the consequence of an 
inappropriate action. Instead, I am just going to break this down to the street level 
where everyone from the doctor to the high-school dropout can understand it:  “I 
Messed Up”. We understand that terminology, and as God spoke this to me, I could 
see its need and its relevance in our modernday society and world and even within 
the church. 
 
If we remember King David as he ruled, the Bible says King David was a man after 
God’s own heart. They called Jesus “Thou Son of David”. But David as he was king 
saw a woman, called unto the woman, slept with the woman and conceived a child 
by the woman. But the woman was another man’s wife. Then David took her 
husband, who was in the army, and put him at the front of the line so he would be 
killed. 
 
David thought that he had covered up everything, that everything was smooth, that 
he had gotten away with it, until God sent the Prophet Nathan unto David. Nathan 
went to David and basically told David a scenario of this man who had all these 
sheep and another man who only had one. The man who had many went and took 
that little from the man who had one only. 
 
As Nathan told David this, David got angry and said, “This is a horrible man to do 
this. That man ought to be punished. That man needs to pay fourfold for what he’s 
done; it’s just horrible!” Then Nathan told King David, “Thou art the man” … “Thou 
art the man”. 
 
David knew when Nathan the Prophet breathed those words unto him. He knew, 
because first of all he knew what he had done. David knew without question and 
without doubt that he was indeed the man. 
 
In II Samuel, Chapter 12, Verse 13:  “And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned 
against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy 
sin; thou shalt not die.” 
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Now, David had done two things that under the law commanded death. He had first 
of all slept with another man’s wife, and under the law it said that any married 
woman who sleeps with another man, put the woman and the man to death. So 
David had committed the first act that under the law mandated death. Then he had 
Uriah killed, which was murder. His second act under the law mandated death. So 
David, in essence, by his deeds had two death sentences placed on him. 
 
When the Prophet Nathan came to David and told him, “Thou art the man,” David 
had two possibilities of action. He could have gone one way; but what David said 
was, “I have sinned against the Lord.” In modern, lowest-common-denominator 
vernacular, what David said was, “I messed up.” David knew not only that he had 
messed up; David knew that he had messed up big-time. But David simply said, “I 
have sinned against the Lord” … “I messed up!” 
 
Because of that, Nathan said, “The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not 
die.” Now, David suffered for it. The sword never left his house. He paid a great 
price for his actions. But his actions were seriously ameliorated, because he did not 
have to die, not then. But he said, “I messed up.” 
 
David was king, and the situation that we have in modern times is that our modern 
leaders will not admit error. They will not admit error in government from the 
highest position in the land. We have had President after President after President 
after President, and they mess up and just will not admit error. In business, we 
have had CEOs and presidents of companies, and they just will not admit error. 
Even in the pulpit, we have had ministers who have gotten caught with some of 
every kind of lowdown stuff you can think of, and they just will not admit error. 
They will not say it. And I am not referring to any particular situation, because it 
does not matter whether I am preaching this today, whether I preached it ten years 
ago or whether I am preaching it ten years in the future. We are still going to have 
the same situation, the same mentality, the same spirit, where people just will not 
say those three words:  “I messed up.” 
 
Let me tell you the three things that are normally done when people just do not 
want to repent. The first thing they will do is redirect the blame to the accusing 
agency. That’s the first thing they will do. You start in politics:  “It’s the 
Republicans who are out to get me. That’s why I was caught in that hotel room with 
that woman” or “with that man. See? The Republicans are out to get me!” … or “The 
Democrats”. It doesn’t make any difference which party it is, all of it is the same. It 
doesn’t make any difference:  “They are out to get me, and that’s why I am all across 
the newspapers, that’s why I’m all on television. It’s because of the Democrats” or 
“It’s because of the Republicans. They’re trying to get me, and that’s what they’re 
trying to do to my reputation.” 
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Let me tell you what we used to call that in college. In college, we broke it down real 
street-level:  Sometimes you get caught butt-naked in sin. We just put it down 
straight, raw:  Sometimes you get caught, and you are just butt-naked in sin. 
 
Our first thing that we will do is, we will redirect the blame to the accusing agency:  
“I am under a media attack.” You are not under a media attack; they are just 
exposing some of your lowdown dirt! There is no media attack. We’ll blame the stuff 
on the media; but the media could not attack you if there wasn’t something to 
attack. 
 
I am going to tell you, in situations where I have known personally, because I have 
been behind the scenes on a whole lot of stuff, the media didn’t even know half the 
stuff. See, by the time you get the media coming out with something, I can 
guarantee you, most of the story, the media doesn’t even know. If the media knew 
all of the truth, they would really have some juicy stuff. By the time the media has 
come out on you with one or two things, you’ve really got six or seven they haven’t 
found out about, because that stuff reflects character, and generally character didn’t 
just start yesterday and it didn’t just start with the event that they found out about. 
They just found out about that thing; but usually when they have found out about 
that thing, there’s a whole string of other stuff that if they really start digging they 
start finding. 
 
See, that’s just the way it is in our lives. By the time a wife catches her husband 
with someone, that’s not his first time! That’s not the first time. If you’re driving 
down the street and all of a sudden you see your husband come out of a hotel room, 
that’s not the first time the rascal’s ever been there; that’s just the first time he got 
caught! 
 
We will blame the accusing agency. That’s why Jesus told the Scribes and the 
Pharisees, “You have killed all of the Prophets before Me.” See, the Prophets were 
the accusing agency. So what they tried to do is what David could have done to 
Nathan, because he was king and he had absolute civil authority and governmental 
authority. David could have called his guards and had  Nathan’s head chopped off, 
and that’s what we try to do today. That’s what the Scribes and Pharisees tried to 
do with the Prophets. That’s what they did with Jesus. They could recognize and 
they could feel the sort of truth; but we will say, “Look, we are just going to kill the 
Prophet instead of saying ‘I messed up.’” 
 
So the first thing is redirect blame to the accusing agency. Couples do that. Couples 
will do that. If you have ever been involved in a lot of heavy counseling, you will 
understand that sometimes even with husbands and wives, sometimes even if one of 
the spouses tries to tell the other one something, they may say, “Well, Baby, you 
know, you’ve got a little spot on your dress there.” “You have something on your tie, 
too.” We will redirect blame to the accusing agency. 
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The second thing that we will do even under that is redirect blame to the other 
party. The first instance of messing up in the Bible was Adam and the forbidden 
fruit. When God came and He asked Adam, “Who told you you are naked? Where 
art thou, Adam?” Do you know what Adam said? He didn’t say, “Lord, I messed up. 
You told me not to eat of that tree. I messed up. Lord, I should not have eaten it, I 
know I should not have eaten it. I repent, forgive me. Lord, I just messed up.” 
Adam’s spirit has not left us today. Do you know what? Adam blamed two folks, 
took none of the blame himself. Adam blamed two folks, not just one. He blamed 
two folks. This is the same spirit we have in leadership today. We are blaming 
everybody else. Adam blamed two folks. He said:  “The woman that Thou gavest me, 
… she gave me to eat, and I didst eat.” So what Adam said is this. He said, “First of 
all, Lord, this is Your fault. This is Your fault, because You gave me that woman 
and the woman that Thou gavest me gave me this to eat, and I ate it. That’s why. 
That’s what happened, Lord. It wasn’t my fault. I am just as innocent as I can be; I 
am pure as the driven snow. The woman that You gave me gave me this stuff to eat, 
and I ate it, and that’s what happened. That’s what happened.” 
 
The spirit has not left us. I believe to this day that if Adam had ‘fessed up, if Adam 
had simply done like David and said, “Lord, I messed up. I just messed up. It wasn’t 
the woman’s fault. You told me what to do. It wasn’t anybody else. I just messed up 
myself … ” My father used to call it this:  “Boy, put some hair on your chest.” See, if 
Adam had just been a man … he hid behind the woman. If Adam had just been a 
man, took blame and responsibility himself and just said, “I messed up, Lord; it was 
my fault … ” 
 
We are hearing that today. Even when people get caught in sex, they blame the 
other party:  “They came after me.” You knew that. Come on! This is what happens 
with us, and it is happening in all areas of society. 
 
The other thing we will do is denial; redirect first, and if that doesn’t work, we just 
deny it:  “I didn’t do it. I didn’t do it.” There was a comedian. I can’t remember 
which comedian it was, but I do remember the routine. He said, “Men, look, if you 
ever get caught in something and your wife asks, just tell her it wasn’t you:  ‘Wasn’t 
me.’” “But I saw you --” “Wasn’t me. I don't know what you saw, but it wasn’t me; it 
wasn’t me.” He said, “Never admit it.” 
 
Unfortunately, this is the mentality that is exuded through all of the levels. They 
just flat-out lie! Denial! The most brilliant PR line I have ever heard, I heard a 
politician speak it. When I heard it, I said, “That man has some good PR people.” 
They were grilling him about some wrongdoings that he had done. He stood in front 
of the cameras, and it was brilliant! He said, “I categorically deny any 
unsubstantiated allegations.” 
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Now, what that said was brilliant! “I categorically deny any unsubstantiated 
allegations” -- brilliant! When you cut through the linguistic jargon, what he said 
was, “If you can’t prove it, I deny it.” “If you can’t prove it, I deny it. I deny any 
unsubstantiated allegations; if you can’t prove it, then I deny it.” 
 
That’s the mentality, and we see this scenario unfold over and over. You see an 
exposé on somebody, the first thing that will come out:  “It wasn’t me. I  didn’t do it. 
I’m innocent. I didn’t do a thing.” Finally when they come out with all of the 
evidence:  “Well, here’s what happened. The woman that Thou gavest me … ” 
 
The third thing is, if we can’t redirect, if we can’t deny, we justify. We justify. We 
justify:  “Well, the reason that I did this is because of this.” People, there are a 
million reasons to justify your mess. There are a million reasons to justify your 
mess. 
 
I was talking with a pastor the other day, and he was just telling me about some of 
the situations that he deals with even in ministry. He said, “Sometimes you sit and 
you listen to the justifications of these folks, and it is just unreal:  ‘Yeah, I came in 
at 3:00 o'clock in the morning the other night. But she was nagging me, so I just 
stayed out. And that’s why I came in drunk’” … justifying. 
 
People, we have to understand that when you read the New Testament, it is based 
upon repentance. The problem is, when you redirect, deny and justify, you cannot 
repent because you take no blame for any of the stuff, and anything that you take 
no blame for, you’re highly likely to repeat again. 
 
So many couples’ issues would be resolved; but neither side can say those three 
words. Neither side can simply say, “Baby, look, I just messed up. I messed up. I 
just lost it.” You will find it is universal if you are dealing with folks, never do 
people see their messes; they only see the other folks’. They only see the other folks’. 
 
Right now, we’re dealing with fires raging across the nation. Sometimes fires are 
started by a single match. Sometimes we can use a match. There is nothing that 
starts a fire in a relationship like words. All you have to do is speak a little spark of 
something, and all of a sudden you have a big blaze. The other person will always be 
able to see the blaze, but they’ll never see the match that they threw on the 
kindling. And until we can see our own messes, you cannot repent for something 
until you can first admit, “I messed up”. 
 
We go through so much of life like this, and you’ll find that even when John the 
Baptist came, he was preaching one thing in the wilderness:  “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”; say “I messed up”, turn around and come to God. 
But you cannot repent until you can say those three words. 
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In Matthew 11:20, it says:  “Then He began to upbraid the cities” -- that means 
basically He denounced the cities -- “wherein most of His mighty works were done, 
because they repented not.” All this mighty work that Jesus did in the cities, and yet 
He denounced the cities; and He pronounced an everlasting curse on them. 
 
We’ve been to the Holy Land, and we’ve seen the cities; they say, “Nothing will grow 
here. Stones won’t stay on top of each other here.” It was because they repented not, 
because they would not say the simple words, “I messed up, I’m turning around, I’m 
coming to God”. They redirected blame, they denied, and they justified. 
 
There is always going to be a reason that you can give for your messes. I don’t care 
what the mess is, there is always going to be a reason that you can give for your 
messes … always, always. I’ve never seen a shortage of excuses in any situation … 
never. Everyone has one, and you will find that every single situation that goes 
through the redirecting, the denying and the justifying, when you go through it, 
they have a good reason:  “Well, you know, really, all this is because of my 
background”. And that may be true! It may be absolutely true. I’m not saying it’s 
not; it may be absolutely true. 
 
It was true that Bathsheba was a knockout, and when David saw her bathing on 
that balcony, that’s a valid reason. That’s like you see some beautiful movie star, 
and the man says, “Well, I saw the woman, and she was just beautiful, Man. That’s 
what happened.” He ain’t lying. 
 
All of you say, “He ain’t lying”. 
 
He ain’t lying. So he’s telling the truth, but it is a justification. We must simply 
learn to say, like David, after we have made our messes, “I have sinned against the 
Lord”. When he says that, the Prophet says:  “God hath forgiven you; you shall not 
die.” 
 
We are at a point now in this nation at this time where the spirit of repentance, the 
very thing that John the Baptist and the very thing that Jesus came to preach and 
to teach unto us, the spirit of repentance for the most part is nonexistent in the 
leadership of this country, and oftentimes even in our religious institutions. 
Redirect, deny, justify … everything but repent. Any time the spirit is on the 
leadership, that same spirit will flow out over the people. 
 
People, we are all going to mess up; some greater than others, but we’ll all mess up. 
And until we can go to God and our fellow man or our fellow woman … some of you 
right now, this message will save your marriage, because you need to go to your 
spouse and just tell them, “Baby, I messed up”. You’d be surprised how much stuff 
that will solve:  “Baby, I … I … I messed up”. It will smooth out a whole lot of stuff 
just to repent and have a change of heart and a change of mind. 
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For those of you who are watching this on television or listening via the internet, 
you can go to AirJesus.com, send it to a friend. This is Message 5368, “I Messed 
Up”. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
Amen, amen and amen. 

 


