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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Today, first of all, I want to just say to you 5353. Now, 5353 actually has absolutely 
nothing to do with today’s message. Prior to service, we sit in the back in the 
makeup room, and in the makeup room there is a television and the television will 
monitor what is going on in the sanctuary; but prior to service start, old sermons 
are played. For the last two Sundays, Sermon No. 5353 has been playing; as I sit in 
the makeup room, I have heard this for the last two weeks and every week the thing 
has impacted me, and I knew that since it was repetitious there was a reason. Some 
of you who are listening to me right now, you need to go to the AirJesus.com and 
just listen to Sermon No. 5353. Some of you are going to need that. 
 
Today’s message, open your Bibles to the first book of the bible, the Book of Genesis 
in the 3rd chapter, and I am going to be dealing with the subject entitled “The 
FIRST Question”. 
 
Oftentimes in the Bible, it’s called the law of the first mention, whenever something 
is mentioned for the very first time, it has a particular significance that often 
reverberates throughout Scripture. This is not the first statement, but it is the first 
question that God ever asked man. 
 
Genesis, Chapter 3, beginning at the 1st verse, the King James Version:  “Now the 
serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? 
 
“And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden:  
 
“But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
 
“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.  
 
“For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
 
“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
 
“And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 
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“And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day:  and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
amongst the trees of the garden. 
 
“And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
 
“And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself. 
 
“And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” 
 
“Where art thou?” Now, this is old King James English. The modern vernacular 
would simply state “Where are you?” This was the first question that God asked 
man; He asked man, “Where are you?” And the second question He asked man:  
“Did you do what I told you not to do?” Those are the first two questions that God 
asked man. 
 
I want you just to turn to the person next to you and ask them, “Where are you?” 
 
Then ask them that second question, “Did you do what God told you not to do?” 
 
These are very significant questions. The first question that God asked man, 
“Where are you?” Adam had four answers. You know, oftentimes when we’ve done 
something that we know we shouldn’t do, we don’t even answer straight -- “Well, 
but, you see, this is what happened” -- and we don’t even answer the question 
straight. We go through all of these convoluted answers that really have nothing to 
do with the real answer that He asked. He asked where he was! 
 
Do you know Adam didn’t answer the question? Did you notice he didn’t answer the 
question? He is saying “I heard Your voice, I was afraid, I was naked, and I was 
hiding.” He asked, “Where are you?” He was actually behind a certain tree. He 
should have said, “Here I am, Lord.” That’s not what Adam said. He went to giving 
excuses for answers. Where are you? 
 
Even dealing with all of the philosophies of the world, understanding where you are 
is critical to understanding where you are going. See, anytime you are going to a 
destination, you can never get to the destination unless you first find out where you 
are located. If someone calls me and says, “Mr. Bronner, I need directions to get to 
your office,” the first question I have to ask them is what? -- “Where are you?” -- so I 
can tell them, because the directions will vary depending upon where they are; 
depending upon what side of town they are, it will make a difference whether they 
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have to travel east, west, north or south. So the first question in understanding 
where you are going is to find out where you are. 
 
God asked man this first question for a very significant reason, because we always 
need to understand where we are, and sometimes we don’t really like to recognize 
the truth of where we are. See, that was Adam’s situation:  he didn’t really want to 
recognize the truth. Adam knew what God was asking him; He asked him, “Where 
are you?” 
 
But Adam didn’t want to tell him, and if you look at where Adam was, it says Adam 
and Eve hid themselves among the trees. That is significant, because all those trees, 
they could eat thereof. There was only one command that God gave Adam. He could 
do anything. There was only one thing that God told him not to do, and he did that 
very thing that God told him not to do. 
 
If you ever study, there was the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. God never forbade Adam to eat from the Tree of Life, and that’s still our 
nature today:  we still want the forbidden fruit, the stuff we are not supposed to do. 
All that stuff just tastes sweeter. Do you understand what I mean? It just does. 
There is something in human nature that makes us want the taboo. 
 
It says that Adam and Eve hid themselves among the trees. Oftentimes when we 
have done wrong, we will hide ourselves among some things that are allowed. There 
are a lot of people hiding in church. We come to church and we hide among the 
trees, the things that are allowed, and we just left the some mess. Some of you last 
night got up out of some mess and are hiding in church, hiding among the trees! But 
God sees, and that’s why He asked the question; that’s why He asked Adam, “Where 
are you?” 
 
“W-w-well, I heard You, Lord, I heard You.” “Yeah, I know you heard Me; I asked, 
‘Where are you?’” “W-w-well, you see, I was scared.” “Where are you? “W-w-well, you 
see, I was naked.” “Where are you?” and all of these things. 
 
This is oftentimes what happens in circumstances in life. Life demands results, and 
we give excuses. There is an excuse after an excuse after an excuse after an excuse. 
Finally when he did get to the point where God asked that second question, “Did 
you eat of the tree that I told you not to eat of?” “W-w-well, the woman You gave 
me” … one excuse after another excuse after another excuse, and God wanted to 
know, “Where are you?” Sometimes we just have to ask ourselves that simple, yet 
complicated question: Where are we?  
 
I just want to take the Ten Commandments, and as we ask ourselves those 
questions just in relation to the great and the first ten of the Commandments, 
“Where are you?” When you look at Exodus, Chapter 20, beginning at that 1st verse, 
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this is the enumeration of the Ten Commandments:  "And God spake all these 
words, saying, 
 
“I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage.” Some of us here God has brought us, and others God has kept us. 
 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 
 
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 
 
“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them:  for I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate Me; 
 
“And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My 
Commandments. 
 
“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.” 
 
All of these first three Commandments deal with man’s relationship to God, and 
you need to go back and listen to the sermon I preached last week called “The Heart 
of the Father,” and it is, “I am going to visit upon the children of the fathers ... ” So 
this thing gets deep, and the Commandments are multigenerational. You start 
seeing the fruit of somebody’s mess in their children, and every time you see it in 
the children it has come from those parents. Every time I know the details, every 
time it is come from those parents. So the mess doesn’t just pop up; it comes, and 
God says it comes from the fathers. He didn’t put the mothers in there; so, ladies, 
you are off the hook. God says it comes from the fathers, and every time you check 
that stuff close that’s exactly where it comes from. And Daddy has an excuse:      
“W-w-well, w-w-what?” Daddy has an excuse just like Adam. 
 
Where are you in your relationship with God? Do you put anything above God? 
Where is God in your priorities? C. Elijah often preaches if you really want to tell 
what a person’s priorities are, look at two things:  look at their checkbook, and look 
at their appointment book; look at where they spend their money, and look at where 
they spend their time. You don’t even have to explain anything else; all you’ve got to 
do is look at those two things:  look at where they spend their time, and look at 
where they spend their money. It will tell you where priorities are. 
 
Another quick question that you will answer that:  What have you done for God 
lately? Just that simple question:  What have you done for God lately? See, God 
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began His Commandments, where are you in relationship to what I have told you to 
do, to what I have commanded you to do? Have you broken these things?  
 
“Where are you?” “B-b-but, this is what happened.” Where are you in your 
relationship between you and Him. How much is your prayer time? That will tell 
you a whole lot off the bat. I am not talking about your prayer time when stuff has 
gone massively wrong; I’m talking about your prayer time when you don’t have any 
aches, when you don’t have any pains, when your money is alright, when your 
household is all right. I’m talking about your prayer time not when you need to call 
on the blood of Jesus; I’m talking about your prayer time when stuff is going alright. 
That will tell you a whole lot. Where are you in your relationship to God? 
 
The fourth Commandment actually is your work:  “Remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy. 
 
“Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: 
 
“But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God:  in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter … ” and it goes on to explain all this about 
the Sabbath. But the Sabbath day begins with this: “Six days shalt thou labor, and 
do all thy work.” See, the first thing that God gave Adam was a job. He gave him a 
job before He gave him a wife. Where are you in relationship to your job? 
 
One of the biggest problems that people have today is financial. Have you been a 
good steward with your job? For many of the young people, your job is just your 
education, and unfortunately what you will find is, those people who have the 
biggest problem with the job also were unfaithful in their education. High school is 
absolutely free. In some states, there is an 80% dropout rate. You are not faithful to 
that job; then when you get out, you can’t find another job, because you weren’t 
faithful to that job. See, the generations occur in generations; but they also occur in 
the generations of your life. When you are not faithful young, that stuff comes home 
to roost as you get older.  
 
So God gives you a job to do in school. If you are not faithful to that, then you are 
complaining about you can’t get a job; you weren’t faithful to the job you had and it 
was free! We’ve got a situation now where young people are not faithful to the job 
that they have; they won’t get a high-school education. If they can’t get a high-
school education, there is no question about you are not going to get a college 
education. 
 
But in some states, we are looking at a 80% dropout rate, and the dropout rate is 
always sky-high among fathers. The women’s rate is much less, but the dropout rate 
among fathers is sky-high. How are you in your faithfulness, and where are you just 
in your job that you are supposed to be handling? 
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That’s real, because, see, if you don’t have a job, you have some issues. There is no 
two ways about it:  you’ve got some issues. But oftentimes, especially when there is 
a long-term payout, that stuff is because of faithfulness: you haven’t been faithful to 
that little, and as a result God can’t give you much. 
 
The fifth Commandment is about your parents:  “Honor thy father and thy mother:  
that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Where 
are you in the relationship with your parents? 
 
Now, some of you may think this has to do with children; this applies to adults, too. 
I have seen too many instances where children are still not respectful and still don’t 
honor their parents. C. Elijah will tell you, he does a tremendous amount of 
marriage counseling. 
 
C. Elijah, what percentage of the marriages that you know that have gone bad that 
the parents told them not to marry them? From your experience, what percentage?  
 
Eighty percent of the marriages that he counsels that go bad, the parents told them 
not to marry. See, that “Honor thy father and thy mother” is generational. You will 
find that oftentimes when a person has the spirit that they won’t do what Mama 
and Daddy say, they won’t do right in their marriage, because the stuff is spiritual 
and it carries right on through. 
 
Now, where are you in the relationship with your parents, with Mama and with 
Daddy? Oftentimes even in relationship, the attitudes that you have towards Mama 
and the attitudes that you have towards Daddy will be the same attitudes that you 
have towards husband or the same attitudes that you have towards wife. “Honor thy 
father and thy mother:  that thy days may be long … ” 
 
The sixth Commandment is:  “Thou shalt not kill.” Now, most of you have never 
committed murder; but some of you have killed some people. When you look at the 
dictionary definition -- and that’s why all of God commands are multi-leveled -- that 
first definition is “to put to death”; but it also means “to destroy a vitally essential 
quality, or to cause a extreme pain or discomfort.”  
 
Have you ever heard a person say, “They just kill my spirit.” You’ve heard people 
say that? Yeah. See, the thing goes deeper when you start understanding the higher 
spiritual revelations of something, of “Thou shalt not kill,” we are called to edify. We 
are called to deal with it; but some people just kill your spirit even to be around 
them. You understand what I am talking about? So you need to ask:  Where are 
you? Are you an edifier? Do you build? Do you encourage? Do you help people do a 
better job, or are you a killer?  
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Turn to the person next to you and ask them, “Are you a killer?” 
 
When some people walk in the room, you can feel it pulling from your spirit. Some 
people are just killers and they will kill your spirit, and that’s why you have to get 
away from them. You can’t to anything around them, because they kill your spirit.  
 
The seventh Commandment is:  “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Where are you in 
your marriage, in your relationship?” This seventh Commandment, a lot of times 
the thing is not of so much a physical adultery; but Jesus said even a man if he lusts 
after another woman in his heart has committed adultery; that’s another whole 
level. Where are you in all of these things? 
 
The eight Commandment is:  “Thou shalt not steal.” Where are you in your 
integrity? Most people will never just take a gun or a lock pick and break into 
someone’s house or rob someone. Most of the stealing is what they call white-collar 
crime. It’s stuff under the table, behind the scenes, stuff you know is not yours. And 
more stuff is stolen with a pen than with a gun all day long. The amount of stuff 
that is stolen, you heard about the shooting out at the mall. The amount of stuff 
that is stolen that’s violent pales in comparison to the dollar volume of stuff that is 
stolen that’s nonviolent. There’s really about 30 or 40 times more that’s stolen that’s 
nonviolent just even if you took how much people steal from the Government with 
income taxes. And Jesus told you, “Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s.” So 
how are you in your integrity? 
 
The ninth Commandment is:  “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor.” How you are doing with your gossiping about stuff that you can’t even 
prove? I mean, there is nothing that travels any faster among a church congregation 
than a big, juicy piece of gossip, and a whole lot of times the stuff is -- “Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” Where are you? 
 
The tenth Commandment is:  “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s.” How is your contentment? See, 
anytime you’re coveting something, you are really not happy with what you have; 
you want what someone else has. Where are you with your contentment of your lot 
in life? You see, people, this thing is a spirit. It really has nothing to do with what 
you have; it has to do with spirit, because you find this stuff in all levels of life. No 
matter how much you get, there is always going to be someone who has more. Don’t 
let anyone fool you about that. No matter how much you get, there is always 
someone who has more. Even when you get to be the richest person in the world, 
there is someone who has something else that you want. There is always going to be 
someone who has more. But how are you and where are you just in the contentment 
of your life? 
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This was the first question that God asked man:  “Where are you?” And then the 
second question:  “Have you done what I told you not to do?” 
 
When you look at the New Testament, the first question in the New Testament is, 
“Where is He that is born King of the Jews?” In the Old Testament, the first question 
is, “Where are you?” In the New Testament, the first question is, “Where is Jesus?” 
 
You can’t find Jesus until you find yourself. See, if you don’t know who you are, if 
you don’t have some things answered on the inside of yourself, you can’t find Jesus, 
because there are more demands put on you to follow Jesus. And, trust me, those 
are some heavy demands when you really go and study to be a true disciple of 
Jesus. Where are you? 
 
It’s a tough question. There is a light that shines on the inside that will spotlight all 
of our stuff, and all of us need improvement; all of us need to have our relationship 
with God and our fellowman and -woman better. All of us need to find Jesus, and 
sometimes we have to find Him over afresh. Where are you, and have you done 
something that I told you not to do? 
 
If you would like this message again, simply go to AirJesus.com; this is Message No. 
5370, where are you, “The FIRST Question.” 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
Amen, amen. Don’t forget about the Youth Entrepreneurship Program today 
immediately after service, and we are trying to change and train our use into 
entrepreneurship. We were back in the makeup room and they were asking me if I 
heard about the incident that happened at the mall. It was where a young man had 
tried to hold up an armored guard and had gotten shot, and it said the thing that 
was unusual about it was, he was 41 years old and he owned a store; he was an 
entrepreneur. So he had the business, but he didn’t have the integrity. 
 
So we are teaching our children business; but we are also training them and 
teaching them about integrity and honesty, because if you have one without the 
other, you are going to run into problems sooner or later down the road. So make 
sure that all of us go down after service and that we support and that we encourage 
our young people in learning about business and training their spirit for their adult 
lives. 
 
I am going to ask Pastor James to come and close us out. 
 
Amen. We thank Pastor for giving us such a self-exploratory message to make us 
think about where we are in our lives. You know, so many times we are keeping up 
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with our children; but who is keeping up with us? Indeed, we are children of God 
and Heaven. 
 
He has a time keeping up with us, keeping us on track. I know so many parents 
nowadays are worrying about their teenagers; but I’ll tell you, God is worrying 
about these adults. He is having the same problems that teenagers are having with 
His adults. Amen. 
 
I will hear the parents saying that they have a problem communicating with these 
teenagers; well, that’s what God is saying. God is saying, “These adults are so busy, 
they don’t have time for Me anymore.” They have a time getting them to respect 
them; but I will tell you, the way our adult Christians are living doesn’t respect 
God. So He is having the same problem with the adults as we are having with our 
kids. 
 
This message is one that was needed today to make us just stop and think about 
where we are as children of God. We thank Pastor for bringing today. 


