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Narrator: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  
This message is #5373, that’s #5373.  The title of this message is 
‘At Your Best You Are Love’ by Nathaniel Bronner and now for 
the message.   

 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you 

need the Word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 And today we are going to be studying from the Book of 1 

Corinthians, the 13th Chapter.  It is a set of verses that 
virtually all of us are familiar with, and if you haven’t heard 
these set of verses in church, you have heard them at wedding 
ceremonies, because these are what’s called the love verses, and 
we are going to be studying from that.  

 
So just open your Bibles to 1 Corinthians and the 13th Chapter.  
And this sort of -- the beginning of this stems from a trip that 
Pastor James and I went on a few months ago, and we went to 
Machu Picchu, which is a city that’s located in South America, in 
Peru.  And we took a very, very long airplane flight to Lima, 
Peru and then we had to catch another flight from Lima to 
another city closer to the interior, and then we had to get on a 
train to go to this city.   

 
 And Machu Picchu, it’s now listed as one of the Seven Wonders 

of the World, and when you go there, we -- we went to a -- it’s a 
mountaintop and we went up to the mountaintop and there they 
have built the ancient.  They built this city on a mountain and it 
was their sacred site and it’s surrounded by all of these 
mountains, and right in the center they have built a structure, 
and when you go and stand on the structure, right in the center, 
and all these mountains are surrounded, and scientists from 
around the world have gone there and they claim that this place, 
this one center, it is the center of geomagnetic and electrical 
energy.  

 
And as we stood on it, in just a few seconds James began to 
shake and he said can you feel that?  And it took me a few more 
minutes but I began to feel it, there was a power just in the 
ground.  And it was the most powerful spot in a physical sense 
that we had ever experienced. 
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 And as I walked away from that spot, with all of that earthly 
power manifested there, God spoke something to me.  And He 
said, the power that you just felt is nothing compared to the 
power of love.  It’s nothing compared to the power of love.   

 
And we flew halfway around the world, got on another plane, 
then a long train ride, then a long trek of a mountain, and He 
says nothing compared to the power of love.  

 
 And recently, many of you know that I used to be in the music 

business, we made music, and it’s been a very, very long time 
ago, and a fellow came by the office who used to work with me in 
that industry, and for years I had been meaning to take the old 
tapes that we had and transfer that over to a digital format that 
was just, you know, long-lasting, because it was all on tape and 
tape after a while starts to deteriorate.  So when he came, I had 
him hook up the equipment to do that and he transferred at 
least two of the three albums that I did on digital, so we have it 
now on a permanent basis. 

 
 And as I began to even just listen to the music that I recorded 

nearly 20 years ago, every bit of it was about love, every bit of it 
was about -- it was about -- it wasn’t about Godly love, it was -- 
it was Eros, but every bit of it was about love.  And as I listened 
to some of those songs and I understood my mentality at the 
time as a young man, strong and, you know, (00:04:27) and all 
that kind of stuff, I could -- I could understand that even then 
there was a song that I wrote called ‘Million Dollars’ and it was 
the title of the album, and it was about a man who had all of 
this money, yet didn’t have true love.  And there was a line in 
the song that simply went, it gets mighty cold holding gold.   

 
00:04:53 
 

And I even recognized then that all of the money in the world, it 
-- it was -- it’s like from -- one of my great movie lines is from the 
movie ‘Mahogany’, and it starred Billy Dee Williams and Diana 
Ross, and Diana Ross was playing Billie Holiday, who had made 
this big success of herself.  She was over in Europe just touring 
and had all of this fame and fortune.   
 
And Billy Dee knocked on the door and she didn’t want to let 
him in, and I remember the line he spoke to her that always 
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stuck with me.  He said success is nothing without someone you 
love to share it with.  It’s love.  
 
And the older I got -- see, in my younger days, when I made all 
of the music, I was talking about a woman, because I figured 
that a woman could give a man all the love that he needed.  But 
in truth people, Solomon had a thousand women, a thousand 
women, he had 700 wives and 300 concubines, and these were 
the best and the most beautiful in the whole kingdom; he had a 
thousand women.   

 
 And there is a line in the Bible that I have never heard anyone 

preach on, it’s Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, with a 
thousand women, he said out of a thousand women, I have not 
been able to find one good one. 

 
 It’s a deep verse, real, real deep verse.  Solomon was saying in 

essence, I have been looking for love all over, I have got all these 
women and still something is missing.  And when he got to the 
end of his life, he said all this stuff is vanity.  He had the most 
money, he had the most women, he had all, and he was able to 
look back in wisdom.  

 
People, our lives becomes so much richer when we don’t have to 
get old to think old.  When we don’t have to be old and decrepit 
to get some real sense and some real wisdom in our heads, when 
we can understand true spiritual things, and the earlier you can 
understand them, the fuller your life will be. 

 
 And as a young man, as I listened to all of those songs, starting 

off with Sweet Love and Fine Thing, That’s It, Don’t Stop, we 
had all those songs, and as I listened to all those songs, they 
were all of the life of a young man looking for love. 

 
 And even now, I have been married for 13 years, and I have got 

a good wife, but I even found out that even in marriage, even 
with a good wife, and ladies, even with a good husband, there is 
still a part that another human being will never be able to 
completely fill, the power of love eclipses all else. 

 
 The Bible says that God is love, and when you can begin to 

grasp and grab a hold of and understand that.  And in the Book 
of 1 Corinthians, that 13th Chapter, the love verses, I went 
through an exercise recently that really shook me, and we are 
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going to do that exercise today.  The verses are written on the 
back of your program because we are going to use the NIV 
Translation.   

 
And we have heard this spoken so many times.  If I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only 
resounding -- a resounding gong or clanging cymbal, we have 
heard it so many times, but what we are going to do today is we 
are going to put our proper name in the place of that, and when 
I did that, some things happened, because I began to see some 
areas in my life where I was short on being a loving man. 

 
 You see, as a young man I was focused on finding love out there.  

I was focused on finding what’s called the one.  Do you all know 
what that means?  Have you all ever been on the search for the 
one?  I mean you just -- you are looking for the one, this one 
woman, you know, I am just -- I am looking for this one woman 
who is just absolute perfection, this one woman who can ring my 
bell morning, noon, and night, this one woman, you know, who 
every time that I look at her, just a flood of emotions comes over 
me of desire.  

 
00:09:58 
 

This one woman who just agrees with everything that I say, who 
just sees everything that I see, this one woman.  Have you all 
ever been looking for the one?  And it’s the one.  
 
So as I listened to those songs I understood the search for the 
one.  And Jesus understood when He says the Kingdom of God is 
within.  And everyone wants someone to love us, and people, 
even when you have people who love you, when you really don’t 
understand the -- because as a young man, to be honest about it, 
I had a whole lot of women who just loved me, but you see the 
problem was, it was in the one, and see, the one meant that you 
needed someone that you loved just as much as they loved you, 
and see that’s the problem.   

 
And then it’s got to last, because what often happens is once the 
honeymoon is over, and if you ever read the Song of Solomon, 
when he starts out with his description of his wife, have you all 
ever read that stuff?  I mean Solomon is just kissing the ground 
that the woman walks on.  But as it goes further, wisest man 
ever, as it goes further, his tone changes, and in the end he is 
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talking about out of 1,000 women, I didn’t have a single good 
one.  It changes.  
 
And it is that way even in our lives, and until you get that love 
radiating on the inside of you, it will never come from the 
outside.  And those of us who are seeking it so desperately and 
grabbing forward and trying to -- you will never get it when you 
are looking forward on the outside, because it just does -- you 
have got to understand this stuff, it stems from the well that’s 
on the inside of you.  And these verses can just help us to 
analyze where we are and God’s ideal for us and being creatures 
of love.  
 
So what I want you to do, you look on the program in the back, 
there are certain words or letters that are in bold and that’s 
where I want you to put your literal name.  For example, when 
it says, if I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, I am going 
to say if Nathaniel speaks in the tongues of men and of angels.  
So we are going to being just with -- put your word, and I want 
you to shout out your name clearly in this verse.   
 
So we will begin now with the first verse.  If Nathaniel speaks in 
the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, Nathaniel is 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.   

 
You know it makes a difference when you make a thing 
personal, because when you read it the way it is, see, it’s Paul 
talking, but when I begin to read it and put my name in it, it 
made a difference.   
 
Second verse, let’s read it, if Nathaniel has the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
Nathaniel has a faith that can move mountains, and have not 
love, Nathaniel is nothing.  That’s deep.  That’s deep. 
 
Because I have some of those gifts; I have the gift of prophecy.  
What the Bible says is to get all of that and you have not love, 
Nathaniel is nothing.  And that’s deep.  See, we want the gifts 
and we rave about the gifts, but the Bible says, you have got all 
that stuff and you have not love, it’s nothing.   
 
Verse 3.  If Nathaniel gives all Nathaniel possesses to the poor 
and surrenders Nathaniel’s body to the flames, but have not 
love, Nathaniel gains nothing.   
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Sacrifice all your material stuff, try, try to give up, helping the 
poor, but if you have not love, none of that stuff profits you.   
 
Verse 4, and this is where it gets -- where it really hits you.  Just 
even the first one.  Nathaniel is patient; put your name where 
love is.  See, we are supposed to be loved, except God is love and 
that’s why Jesus says, don’t you know, ye are Gods, you are 
supposed to be loved.  When people look at you, what do they 
see?  They are supposed to be able to see love. 

 
00:15:07 
 

So as we begin to just put our names in these phrases, 
Nathaniel is patient.  I need you all to write, you know, come on, 
let’s go, come on.  See, that’s the problem, and it hit me, as I 
began to read some of this stuff and put my name in it, some of 
this stuff didn’t sound like me, you understand what I am 
saying, and I knew that was the problem. 

 
 So as you begin to put your name, so you can easily read it, love 

is patient, that’s it.  When you have to put your name in it, and 
you listen to it, you begin to realize some of this stuff doesn’t 
sound like me and you know it’s a problem. 

 
 All right, let’s start with the 4th Verse, Nathaniel is patient.  

Nathaniel is kind.  Nathaniel does not envy.  Nathaniel does not 
boast.  Nathaniel is not proud.  Wooh, you all go ahead and say 
wooh.  Yeah, that’s an issue when you put your name in this.  
Just to get through that verse is a hard job for most of us.  But 
this is the essence of love and we are looking for all this stuff, 
and once we start to fulfill Christ’s image of the love within our 
lives, it’s going to start to change some things in our world. 

 
 5th Verse, Nathaniel is not rude.  Nathaniel is not self-seeking.  

Nathaniel is not easily angered.  Nathaniel keeps no record of 
wrongs.  Sounds like you all need to just read that one over 
again. 

 
 It hits you different when your name is there.  People, the Bible 

is personal, Jesus is our personal Savior.  We have to make this 
stuff personal.  And when we put our names in it, when I read it 
just in practice, some of the stuff sent a shiver through me, 
because I wasn’t living up to it and you know when you are not 
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living up to it.  You don’t need a prophet to come touch you and 
tell you, you know when you are not living up to it.  But the 
issue and the message today is not to condemn you for not living 
up to it, but to get us to make a turn. 

 
 See, I could read -- when I read this stuff, I knew the stuff that 

was wrong with me, without question.  The thing about it is, am 
I going to straighten this stuff out?  Am I going to move into a 
new season, move into a new me, move into where I -- not where 
I am just looking for love, but moving to the point where I am 
love? 

 
 Verse 6, Nathaniel does not delight in evil, but Nathaniel 

rejoices with the truth. 
 
 Verse 7, Nathaniel always protects.  Nathaniel always trusts.  

Nathaniel always hopes.  Nathaniel always perseveres.   
 

We have a ways to go people to live up to love, but there is no 
power on the face of the earth like love.  For God so loved the 
world. 

 
 See, Jesus is here because of love.  For God so loved the world.  

See, when you have love, you start having those (00:19:02).  
When you have true love, it will start manifesting itself just in 
the things that you do, just in the way that you behave; patient, 
not easily angered, just even getting past those.  Some of us just 
get -- you know, we just get mad so fast and we are so impatient 
and these are all of the -- this is why this is read at wedding 
ceremonies.  And most of the folk forget this before the night is 
over. 

 
 Verse 8, Nathaniel never fails.  Now, see, I know I am going to 

fail.  There is no question about that.  But see, Nathaniel 
walking in the love of Christ will never fail.  See, I only fail 
when I start trying to walk in my own knowledge and walk in 
my own strength and walk in my own mind, but as long as 
Nathaniel walks in the love of Christ, Nathaniel will never fail.   

 
00:20:04 
 

So Nathaniel never fails, but where there are prophecies, they 
will cease.  Where there are tongues, they will be stilled, where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
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Verse 9, for Nathaniel knows in part and Nathaniel prophesies 
in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.   
 
And perhaps the most famous of the verses of these series, Verse 
11, when Nathaniel was a child, Nathaniel talked like a child, 
Nathaniel thought like a child, Nathaniel reasoned like a child.  
When Nathaniel became a man, Nathaniel put childish ways 
behind him.   
 
Is this beating anybody over the head?  This verse allows us, 
when we really put our name in it, to really have an 
introspection and to really see where we are and where we need 
to go. 
 
There is no power like love people.  Eros is what is advertised, 
but it is the lowest -- one of the lowest levels of love, because 
that’s just biological and hormonal.  But when you start moving 
into the higher levels, Jesus said for you should love the Lord 
thy God with everything you have got.  That’s the First 
Commandment. 
 
And the Second Commandment is just like it, you are going to 
love your neighbor as yourself.  He didn’t put eros in that; that 
was neighbor, and when we can love our neighbors; see, when 
you love your neighbor, you don’t have to worry about loving 
your spouse, because you have capability of loving your 
neighbor. 
 
When you can’t love your -- see, Jesus is telling, you first love 
the unseen; you can’t even see God.  He said first you love the 
unseen, then you love the seen, and once you do that, 
automatically it will flow to those who are closest to you. 
 
Verse 12, now Nathaniel sees but a poor reflection as in a 
mirror.  Then Nathaniel shall see face to face.  Now Nathaniel 
knows in part, then Nathaniel shall know fully, even as 
Nathaniel is fully known.  And now these three remain; faith, 
hope and love, but the greatest of these is love. 
 
I want you to just turn to the person next to you and just tell 
them, I love you, I love you.  And see, that’s -- just to be able to 
say that, and see it does two things.  It will help bring a spirit of 
love over you and it helps the other person, because for some 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5373.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5373.mp3 

people who you have just spoken to, that’s the first time they 
have been told they have been loved in a long, long time. 
 
There is no power like the power of love.  Love can heal.  When 
you are in love, you know, love will help your body.  Do you 
know you lose your appetite when you are in heavy love?  You 
just do, you lose your appetite when you are in heavy love.  You 
don’t even need to eat when you are in heavy love.  Heavy love 
will just sustain you.  Do you understand? 
 
And this is the difference.  See, when you are in heavy love, you 
don’t need to eat.  When you start having love problems, you are 
going to eat heavy.  You see the difference?  It is the power of 
love, and people, at your best, you are love. 
 
And now turn to a different person and tell them, I really love 
you.  I really love you.  I really love you.  I mean just -- now 
people, feel this thing, feel it, don’t just say it, feel it, just look at 
someone.  And even man, when they look at man, I know 
sometimes it’s hard for a man to tell a man that -- you know, it’s 
hard for a man to tell a man, but when Jesus said love thy 
neighbor, most of the neighbors, you have got to be able to love 
them with a brotherly love, with a brotherly love, with a 
brotherly love.   

 
00:24:53 
 

I love you.  I love you.  To be able to say to your neighbor I love 
you.  And there is something about that thing that breaks some 
yokes in you and loosens and warms and lifts, not even just for 
the other person, just telling people, I love you.  I love you. 
 
It’s hard to feel bad telling someone that you love them, and the 
more you do that, the more we will be lifted and elevated and 
warmed, because at your best, you are love. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  You 
can go to AirJesus.com and listen to this sermon over 
completely.  If you want to hear those old songs that I made, go 
to MountainWings and look up issue #7365 and you would be 
able to hear some of the other kind of love, but God wants to 
take us from that level to the highest level. 
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Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because 
brother, you need the Word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
   Amen!  Amen!  And amen! 
 
Narrator: This ends message #5373 by Nathaniel Bronner.  To send this 

message #5373 to a friend, simply go to AirJesus.com and 
TheOnLineWord.com.  This has been message #5373.  Listen to 
AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com often and keep your 
spirit charged up.   
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