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Pastor Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother 
you need the word. And today I am going to be talking about the ten most important 
decisions that you will make in life.  And this would require more than one 
message. It is a little bit different in the type of message. 
 
Early this morning I have a dream, and in the dream I was there in a pulpit. As I 
got to speak, I could not open my eyes. It was just, shot tight. “Did you all, have ever 
been in a situation, when you woke up you can not even open your eyes? I can not 
open my eyes and took me the longest, just to open my eyes. And when I woke up, I 
ask God, I said “Lord what was the meaning of that?” And he said, for the next 
thirty days your prophetic vision will no operate. 
 
And I want you to speak out of intellect. It is a little different, and sometimes we 
have to understand what God means by that.  And this ten decisions, the ten most 
important decisions that you will make in life. This will not be from spiritual 
prospective. Let me try to explain that. But first of all, this ministry especially 
throughout internet ministry we reach people all over the world, all races, all 
nationalities, and even all religions.  
 
You will be surprise how many people read mountain wings and they will email and 
they will say, look I listen to all of your stuff, I read your stuff but I’m not Christian! 
And they will tell me what they say. But the stuff you said, it makes so much sense 
to me that even though they are a Christian, they relate to truth. And even though 
we are Christian, much of the stuff that we find ourselves involved in, that is 
messed up, has nothing to do with Christianity. 
 
It has to do with wise decisions, because if you look at it, it is the testicle truth. We 
have more problems in the church than many other religions do. W got worst hell 
more messed up money and a high divorce rate. So we have, this is just reality, if 
you know mistake it is absolutely. We have more stuff in the church than often 
people who are in the Atheist, who do not believe in God at all or other religion. 
 
So, often times it is not that we believe in the wrong God or the wrong book. It is the 
fact that we do not use wisdom and a lot of our lives. And every time there is a 
messed up situation, it is not because of Christianity because we made bad 
decisions. So, a lot of things in life, it really just has to do making wise, thoughtful 
decisions about what we do and which direction we go. It has nothing to do with 
being holy-rolling and all of this; it has to do just using some common old plain 
sense. 
 
And so much stuff. It is messed up just because we do not use common everyday 
horse sense. So, God said “I am going to shot you prophetic ass” Just talk out 
common, every day plain horse sense. And when you really read the bible, most of 
what God tells you to do is common everyday plain horse sense. He tells you stuff 
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that is practical when you understand it for us to live our lives so that we can be 
productive, so that we are good examples, so that our families are intact and so that 
we can move on to another plain. 
 
But you have to practical just in this life. So, I will begin today just with the ten 
most important decisions life. Do you know people; life has choices or decision that 
you must make. Know some things in life, their fix. You cannot choose who your 
parents are. You cannot choose even the native language that you are reared up 
with. You can not choose your race, there are certain physical features of you body; 
you stuff with them, you can not change them. 
 
Unless, sometime you can go and have a little surgery and move stuff around but 
for the most part, you can not change them. There certain innate talents that you 
have, that are God given, their gifts and there are certain things that you are just 
gifted with. You can not change it. You are born with certain things, so that our 
certain things that are given and you have no choice, and you have decision in. 
 
Even if you can not choose talents, and talents influence much. That the two, 
perhaps the most prestigious careers, generally speaking our ‘Doctors and Lawyers’ 
If you study Doctors and Lawyers you find that the greatest probability of you 
becoming a doctor or a lawyer is if you have a mother or father who is a doctor or a 
lawyer. And you have to have a parent who is a doctor or a lawyer. The probability 
that the child will be a doctor or lawyer escalates tremendously. 
 
So often times, our situations that we are born in to, they influence much they go to 
the roots based on the situations that we are born in good or bad. My father was a 
businessman so as a result it influence his sons to become businessman so with that 
way, because of parental influence but yet, there are choices that we must make. 
 
Even the things that God gave me to do, I have twelve commandments that I have 
to follow every single day. Out of those twelve, nine of them are practical. They have 
nothing to do with anything spiritual, nine of them are practical. So the majority of 
things that God really has as doing on a day today basis they are base in practical 
wisdom. And these things they really apply to young people, and they apply to 
adults. 
 
Not in any particular in order of importance or rank. But the ten more important 
decisions that you will make in your life and you have to recognize the things that 
you can change. The things that are in your power of choice and the thing are not. 
Pull a whole lot of stuff, I can not influence in this world. I just can not do it, we are 
coming up on a major election, I can vote but I can not determine who is going to 
win 
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And I don’t get upset about it, didn’t bother me one bit. I have a choice to vote after 
that is all a can do. I have a choice that I can contribute to a campaign after that, 
but I do not really have the power to decide who wins. So regardless of who wins the 
election is not going to bother me because I have done all I can do with choice and 
the power of decision that I have. And many of the things like that is in your life, 
there are a lot of stuff you can not, that the price of gas now is high as it can be. 
 
You do not have a choice in the price of gas? None whatsoever, now you can choose 
which station you go to buy your gas. You make change of the nickel or so. But for 
the most part, if the price of gas doubles, there’s not one thing you can do about it. 
So, there is no needed of you to get upset and worried about something that you 
have no power to change, you have no choice and you have no deciding factors. 
 
Trust me; you have enough stuff in life that you can control. The only thing that 
God will hold you responsible for are the things in life that you can control these 
and I do not spend much time talking about stuff I can not even control because it is 
a waste of breath.  I can control that stuff, I got a lot of stuff that I can control. By 
the time I get through handling all of the stuff on my plate that I can control? I 
don’t have anytime left to worry about the things that I can not control. 
 
So first of these ten most important practical decisions that you will make in life. 
Number1.  “You can choose who your friends are”. You might think that is a big 
choice, but it is. I was speaking to a group of men once we are in a kind of seminar, 
and I was there on there puddle and they ask me as a pastor, how do we know what 
our destiny is? How do we know what was suppose to do, how do we know were we 
suppose to go, how do we know what our destiny is. 
 
And I gave them an answer that they have not heard before. I told tem this; I said 
number 1; “You can tell her you are going by looking around and see who you are 
running with, because you are going were  the funk you are running with the 
going.”  You are going were the crowd you are running with are going; you have the 
power to choose your friends. Now sometimes you are going to have get shrewdly if 
you wanted to go to certain places. 
 
That is all it is, I don’t like, just preach and elitism and shrewdness, but if want to 
go to a certain place, sometimes you have to change friends, you have to change who 
you run with. Even as a young person, the number one factor that will determine 
whether a young person doesn’t get involve in drugs, or crime is who there running 
with. If you run with folk who are going nowhere, who going to do nothing, who 
always looking for trouble, guess where that is going to lead you. 
 
That is all it is to it, because first of all, who you run with it depends upon what are 
you talking about and it doesn’t have to be all the things that we consider society 
negative. You know, it’s just my father use to say this. He said; there are three 
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types of people. He said ordinary people talk about the other folk. He says; the 
upper middle talks about events. And said; the great minds talk about ideas. 
And you can tell who you are running with just by what you are talking about. If 
all, you and your friends do, is just talk about other folk, ‘John let me tell you what 
she did. If all, you and your friends is just talk about other folks. First of all, even it 
is not one of the ten major decisions, but yes it is. You have to come and decide 
where you want to go and what level you want to be. One of the things that I always 
tell my wife is, “Don’t ever tell me anything about what everyone else is doing.” It’s 
just because I don’t want anything that the average person had.  
 
I just don’t want anything in my life to have anything to do with average; just don’t 
tell me anything about everyone else is doing because I do not want average in my 
world. Average is just not too good, I just don’t want. So you have to first of all, 
decide that I want to live a life that is different, that is above, and that is 
exemplary. I want stuff that the average person does not have. And that’s one of 
those major decisions, but rooted just to even whom you hang with and one of the 
things that you can always tell. 
 
 If you just tell you just look at whom you are hanging with and ask yourself a 
simple question, do I want to go where they are?. That’s true, even a believer that 
you choose to set up upon there. And that’s one of the things I’ve always ask me of 
but I never sat on under a pastor. I look at the pastor and ask myself, do I mind 
having my life like this. And I look every aspect of it, and if I do not want my life 
like that I need to find another pastor. Now there is no one who’s perfect, there’s 
always a flaw. But there are some people that you would not mind being like and 
there is others I am not part of that. I don’t to be like them at all, I don’t care how 
well they speak. 
 
And I use to attend the churched; mind you it was the best speaker I ever heard in 
life, still is. But is life, guess was all the head off kind of stuff. And I said; I just, I 
don’t want that in my world and if I hang around, I will get that spirit to get on me 
and I don’t want that in my world. So, the same is through with friends and you 
have the power to decide and to choose who you run with, who you hang around, 
who your friends are, it makes a difference. 
 
One of the things we have seen, that we notice all unfaithful man run together. Men 
who cheat on there wife, they all run together. So even that makes a difference 
about because I just see, if a man is faithful and you start hanging around with a lot 
of folks that’s unfaithful, they well put ideas in your head. You’d start seeing a lot of 
stuff, hearing a lot. They’ll talk about; “men you are yummy, tell you this is how you 
do this. So if you hang around it will expose you to ideas good or bad. Who your 
friends are makes a tremendous difference in were you going. Are you running with 
thinker or thugs? There is really a big difference, are you running with thinker or 
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thugs. See, even in the young group that is a big line of demarcation between 
thinkers and thugs. 
 
And thugs, look down on thinkers and thinkers look down on thugs. And if you are 
thinker and you are running with thugs, you will eventually shift from becoming a 
thinker to becoming a thug because if you are intelligent and you are running with 
thugs, they look down on thugs, they call them nerds. And men, they will denigrates 
intelligence that is someone who’s stupid.  
 
So, if you run with that group, there is no way you are going to be academically 
prospered. Yes, No way! So you have to make decisions but you have too. Now see, 
often thugs are cool, they really are. Thugs are cool like there is no, two ways about; 
nerds are not cool, sometimes you need to get the pitch of a nerd, nerds got thick 
glasses. You know, nerds are just not cool! So, thugs, you know thugs, they walk 
cool, they talk cool they are just cool. Do you understand that? They‘re cool!  
 
So there is a natural tendency to gravitate to that which is cool but often that which 
is cool is not that which is correct. And you have to have wisdom to understand the 
difference. And you have to make a decision that I am going to, even just put myself 
around I am going to hang with people who are going places where I want to go. If 
you hang around, I am going to hang around with people who are going places were 
I want to go. 
 
If you hang around and see Elijah, you will never see Elijah talking about debt and 
bills and how tough it is. What you are going to hear if you hang around and see 
Elijah, you are going to see Elijah talking about investments and what this is 
earning and how he can involve. It is a whole different level of mentality and it 
changes your mentality just by who you hang around. After I spend about 30 
minutes around seeing Elijah, it changes my whole mentality. You very, rarely hear 
and see Elijah talking about people, you just don’t hear it. 
 
So it changes mentality just who you hang around and who your friends are and you 
got to learn. Just like God told the people in the bible, he told to the chosen people 
of Israel, get away from random folk. And he saw, when they started mixing with 
other people it corrupted them and soon they have adopted the ways of the other 
people and then God had to go in and just messing them all up because they got 
involve with the wrong crowd. 
 
So that is one of the greatest decision that you will make is just to whom you hang 
around. Hanging around with the wrong foot can get you in more trouble than, I 
mean it can get you in a hell of a trouble. And deep down, you know the wrong foot 
from the start. And they maybe cool but you know the wrong people from the start. 
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Number 2, and our problem would not be to cover but 2 out of the 10 today. That’s 
why I said, it would take more than one message just to cover the 10 most 
important decisions that you make in life. Number 2 is; “you have a choice and you 
can decide who you get romantically involve with”. That makes a huge difference, it 
really does. There are posters that I have at my office, when you come to the 
building and the first it’s got about 25 things of life on it.  
 
But the first one it says, “Choose the right person to marry, because that is the 
number one decision you make and your happiness will sit, so just choosing the 
right person to marry. You have to, you have a choice of which you get romantically 
involve with. Now, what I am about to say is not going to drive surely with street 
Christian ethics. But I am going to say it, because every body is not on the level of 
pure street Christian ethics. 
 
The ideal thing that you should do is that you should remain a virgin until you 
marry. But the reality of the situation is hope that you are not going to do that, not 
the vast majority, probably in or out of the church. They’re just not going to it, I 
didn’t do it? And not only did I not do it, I will not do it. I’ve use to talk to my 
mother about it, and my mother would tell me, she said; boy you just need to 
remain, I said, mama I will not do that, I just not going to do it. I didn’t marry till I 
was 30 years old. 
 
So I just want to see my other brothers they married at 20, I could hold it out, I just 
would not do it. So, the ideal thing to do and the pastorals advice that I will give 
you, you need to remain a virgin until you, my wife did. My wife when I meet here, 
when we married she was 27 years old she was still a virgin on our wedding night. 
My wife did it and my wife said, she said; “I made a decision that I would not 
become romantically involve with in any man till I found a man who I knew who 
was worthy for me to marry”. That is a decision that she made and it keep her out of 
a lot of whole lot of mess and a whole lot of trouble. 
 
That is a decision that you can make, and if you messed up in the past? You can still 
make that decision right know. And when I was talking with my mother, my mother 
gave me some very wise advice. She knew that I was not going to change. She knew 
that I just want to go celebrate and stop, she knew I wasn’t going to do that. So, 
sometimes when you see a person that is just not going to do right. Turn to the 
person and say when you are not doing right. 
 
I see, there are, sometimes when just help people and they just not do right. You 
know that there are no two ways about it and you just have to work with the folk 
when they are no doing right! And sometime, fold does not do right and the pastor 
will sit in at that stage in my life, I just to do right. So, my mother sat me down and 
she talked to me and she said; ‘son let me tell you’. This is some solid advice, real 
solid. She said look; you need to just keep yourself until you marry, that what you 
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need to do she said. But if you are not, and I don’t know like you going to do right 
and I told her I would.  
 
She said, “Anyone that you become involve with, you need to ask yourself one 
question. Would you want this woman to be the mother of your child? That is what 
my mother told me. Now, that thing I took her advice and every woman I dated I 
used that filter because sometimes stuff can happen. Do you understand what I am 
talking about; I am just being honest that sometimes stuff can happen. So my 
mother had at least wisdom, if you work on doing right. And see, ladies and men if 
you used a filter even if you’re romantic with you have a decision.  
 
And unfortunately, too many people want folk and you know that rascal is not going 
to do right. He is cool, now he is cool but I am not saying this because he is not cool? 
He is cool! But you know that rascal is going to do right. His got strings of baby’s, it 
is usually have hit you. You know that rascal is going to right. So, you know it 
before you get into it, but often times things have become popular, it does not make 
it right. 
 
And why you put so many lives in a mess and then we begin then to glorify from 
things that were never meant to be and we become on a myth. You need to have 
discretion even on your romantic view. You have choice with this stuff, you need to 
choose and you need to ask yourself. First of all you need to remain a virgin, but if 
you’re not going to do right, you need to ask yourself; would this man or would this 
woman make a good father or mother for my child who is going to be there. 
 
Now see, sometimes we don’t make the decision base on it, we make the decision 
base on were I wonder if I will have a baby by this man, how is his hair going to 
look? And you know I am telling the truth! We make a decision on all to at the 
wrong criteria and the man have disappeared and left you because you made 
incorrect decision. 
 
So you need to make a decision, that’s why even in the bible when the parents 
choose the wife for the husband, the parents got together. And see one thing about, 
If you mama tell that rascal will do no good, listens because she knows. So, 
decisions that we make will influence our life, but just, that is a big one, you need to 
have serious filter. And people I will tell you, it is better all day long for you to 
remain, belonging by yourself. 
 
And let me tell you something, most of the time and most of the people when I talk 
to them and they’re really messed up, when they really messed up relationship. 2 
Things, number 1. They had an incline about this stuff before they got in. Number 
2, there mama or daddy told them not to. Almost in every cases what are those two 
things? So people listen, this decision about who you become romantically involve 
with, you have choices before stuff get messed up. You have a Choice! 
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If we make wise decision on the front end, we don’t have clean-up the mess on the 
back end. So these are the two out of those ten of the most important decisions that 
you will make in you life. You can choose you friends, and you can choose who you 
will become romantically involve with. And those two things; they have a 
tremendous influence on you. 
 
It is good; I want to get a man in the church. Look, just because a man in the church 
does not that rascal was a corps, it does not mean that rascal was a corps. So you’d 
better make some wise decisions on that thing, you’d better look at some stuff and 
you need to stay by yourself. If you are going to make this, do not let desperations, 
don’t let commons stuff, and don’t let popular people that will get you in a mess. 
 
And you can use some wisdom with your choices and some wisdom with your 
decision. You can tune in to the next part of this message, this is message is 5383, 
the next one is 5384. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 
because Brother you need the Word. 
 
SPEAKER: Amen! I don’t think that we are having any people in the ark; notice is 
just not going to do right. And in deed I can a test to the wisdom of that, those tow 
first points. And we both see our lives ahead, we want a path to do right but the 
thing about it, if half of our friends that we had in high school. They were in a close 
group, there are actually ministers and some of them are pastors even know. So, 
they want our track to do right.  
 
All the way back then, and even my wife and I road bedroom talk this. That sack at 
point of choosing that right person to be in romantic relationship. That was our first 
principle is choosing that right mate. A lot of people get into the book while already 
married is I wish I had her at this point by years ago. But at least we put there 
point for people who were trying to prepare and we have seen so many situations. 
When people are having problems, they have an incline before they got married 
then.  
 
My have few issues out of this person and I even had lunch with someone this 
weekend. She was a classmate of mine and she’d ask me to perform her wedding, 
because we are friends back then. I ask, I’ve said the date has pass on when I 
suppose to be. You didn’t contact my wife, what happen? 
 
She said; I went to two churches, and two different folk that they didn’t know me, 
they told me there is. Whoever I was dating and by beginning married, they weren’t 
the right one. She said that. Really? Ministered me, when not even knowing me and 
I ask about what did your parents say about this? She said, after I told them that I 
was cornered on. They’ve told me, “yeah I knew that rascal went right’ 
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And then, why don’t you tell me? She said; I knew you won’t going to listen. And all 
the friends that, she showing was not going to listen. And I ask her, I said; did you 
sense anything before they took? She said; Yeah, but I was trying to stand on faith 
that God was going to change this around. So, God speaks to us in different way. We 
thank pastor for giving us that wise message. It’s just being open even with he’s 
own life and admitting some things on to us. Amen! Let us give him another hand.  
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