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And today is actually the third part of a five-part series entitled, The 10 Most 
Important Decisions of Life. And, the first of the messages was message #5383, and 
I would recommend that that you will go to AirJesus.com and you listen to this 
message from the beginning of The 10 Most Important Decisions of Life. 
 
I am sure that most of the pastors, if not all of them would agree with me that in 
the vast majority of times when they are faced with counseling issues and they are 
faced with congregation members whose lives is going all off track. In the vast 
majority of times, that off track, that deviation, that in-trouble, it is due to bad 
decisions. Right now, we are seeing some stuff in the newspaper about some big 
high issues and it will mean all kinds of trouble. And every bit of it is due to some 
bad decisions. So, if we can just learn—and really some of the stuff, that is why this 
series and these messages are practical, they are not so overly spiritual because 
most of the issues that we face in life, they are dealt with in wisdom and most of our 
trouble that we encounter is due to practical decisions that we make in error. 
 
The first message, it dealt with is that you can decide who your friends are and you 
can decide who you will become romantically involved with. The second message 
which is the message immediately preceding this message, is that it dealt with 
simply your education and I gave you the equation of how education actually 
equates to money. I will show to you that a person without a high school degree will 
earn 65 cents for every dollar earned by a person with a high school degree and the 
person with the college degree would earn double to what a person with high school 
degree would earn. 
 
If a person with a high school degree earned $8.00 an hour, a person without a high 
school degree earned $8.00 an hour, that same person with the high school degree 
would earn $12.30. The college degree, they would earn $24.60, but there was one 
degree that I left out. If you do not graduate from high school, you are much more 
likely statistically to go to jail because your options are limited. Do you know what 
the prison pay is when they average it out? It is 85 cents a day. So, for those of you 
who think you are so smart by getting into all of these stuff. Do you think that is 
the easy money? Do not forget the factor in the prison pay of 85 cents a day. That is 
about 10 cents an hour. So, who then is smart? So, when you got people driving you 
and telling you all these stuff about all this easy money, ask them, “What about 10 
cents an hour?” 
 
So, when you understand the truth, the easy way that appears to be so easy is not 
really all that easy, and you have got choice from education all the way from 10 
cents an hour to $8.00 an hour to $12.30 an hour to $24.60 an hour, and above the 
choice is yours but these are the decisions that we make in life. 
 
Today, I want to deal with the fourth of the most important decisions of your life. 
You can decide on your career. Now, career options, they are dependent upon your 
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educational choices. You cannot decide to be a doctor, and you do not graduate from 
high school. So, your career choices are dependent upon your educational choices. 
But I want to just focus for a few minutes just on you can decide on your career. We 
spend so much time in life dealing with job and career that you need to put some 
time into just choosing your career. 
 
George Burns said, “I would rather be a failure at something I love than a success 
at something I hate.” That was George Burns. Now, Nathaniel Bronner Jr. said, “I 
would rather be a success at something I love.” I do not want to be a failure at 
anything. I would rather be a success at something that I love. 
 
So, how do we reconcile career and the choice that we make and there is a big 
difference in going through life with purpose, focus and direction and knowing 
where you are going? The bulk of people in life in a natural perspective and in a 
spiritual perspective follow the crowd and the herd wherever the winds of fate blow 
them. Most of us do not seek a career. We seek whatever the one has that we can 
feel. Most of us never make a concerted effort or a choice to say, “This is what I 
want to do. This is what I want to be and this is what I am going to accomplish in 
life.” Most of us never do that. We are just tossed and turned by the wind, but never 
by concerted focus of truly where our direction is. 
 
Do you know even the first man that God created? The first thing that man got after 
the breath of life was a job? God gave him his destiny, his direction in life in terms 
of his career. God told him, “I want you to go and take care and tend this garden.” 
That was the first job that he gave Adam. 
 
The second job that he gave Adam, he said, “I want you to name all the beasts in the 
field, all the birds, you have to call them a name.” Do you know even naming things 
right now, if you get good at it, it is a very lucrative job. We develop and we make 
products, and one of the most challenging parts of it is coming up with a name for 
the product. Because a name carries just so much of image and all kinds of stuffs 
but it is sometimes difficult to come up with a very good name. Just naming stuff is 
a highly specialized and skilled job that takes some ability. That was Adam’s second 
job after he was charged with tending the garden and God did not give Adam a wife 
until he gave Him a job. 
 
So, we have some of this stuff backwards. We want a relationship and see, still the 
number one call of bosom, almost in every major issue when you find relationship is 
not bad, money is at the center and at the seat of it. Now, money is not everything, 
but people are something. It is not everything. The love of money is the root of all 
kinds of evil. All that kind of stuff, but when you run out of money, it mess up your 
house, it mess up your relationship, you cannot pay those bills, you cannot sleep. It 
is going to mess up your health. God gave man a job before He gave him a 
relationship, and He gave him a definitive career. 
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He did not just tell him, “Look, man, go around and wander around the garden and 
see what you can do.” He gave him a definitive career. He gave him specific stuff 
with purpose and direction. And just as God gave the first man, we need to have 
that same direction and we need to wake up every morning with purpose and we 
need to know what we can do. We need to choose our career and not have the career 
choose us. 
 
People, I see folks all of the time who dread going to work. Do you know that that is 
a prison sentence? I mean, they are dragging up in the morning. They drag going 
out of the door. They drag into the car, on the bus. They drag walking in the door of 
the establishment. The minute they get there, they are watching the clock the 
whole time and it is just ticking just as slow and it seems like it is barely moving 
because they cannot stand being there. And yet, people, when you are at your job 
more than any other place, you spend more of your waking hours at work 
statistically than anything else that you will ever do. And if you are not fulfilled, 
and if you are not happy in that, it creates a stress. It creates a misery. And it is 
just down right unpleasant. 
 
You ought to be fulfilled at whatever you have chosen to do. So, you have got to 
have a focus. God told you, “Six days shall thy labor and do all thy work.” So, he told 
you, you have to work six days, but we need to be able to have focus. And you have 
the ability to make a decision about your career. 
 
Some of you would say, “Well, pastor, I just have to take what I can get.” A lot of 
people take what they can get, but even when they take what they can get, most of 
the time folks do not even know what they want. So, you have to take what you can 
get if you do not know what you want. Turn to the person next to you and ask them, 
what do you want?  
 
I talked with and I interviewed people all of the time. Even most people going in 
and out of college, they do not know what they want. If you ask them the simple 
question, “In terms of career, what do you want to do?” I do not know. And if you do 
not know, you will end up tossed and turned with the winds of fate and of change. 
But, when you are determined and you know what you want out of life, and you 
know your direction, you will be surprised how things will open up. I interviewed a 
person the other day working at a temporary in our company. He is in the QC lab, 
the quality control lab, and actually the quality control manager contacted me and 
she said, “Mr. Bronner, we have a temporary here and they have a chemistry 
degree. They just graduated from school.” 
 
I said, “I think this is the person that you might be able to utilize to fill that position 
that you have been looking to fill.” I called them up to interview them and I asked 
them a simple question, “Why did you major in chemistry.” And they told me, 
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“Because I want to be a chemist.” And I said, “Why do you want to be a chemist? Is 
that something you just want to do to go on and go to medical school?” She said, 
“No. I want to be a chemist. I wanted to be a chemist since high school and I wanted 
to be a chemist all through college and I want to be a chemist now.” I said, “You 
have been out of school for about a year, but yet you have not found a job as a 
chemist.” She said, “I have been looking. No one wants to hire someone with no 
experience. But, I am not going to stop. I want to be a chemist.” I said, “Well, I am 
going to give you an opportunity to be a chemist.” 
 
But, she knew what she wanted. And when you know what you want, when you are 
hungry enough, when you know focus and direction, but she knew she wanted to be 
a chemist. She said, “I want to make things.” She knew what she wanted, but she 
had also gone and got the education to fulfill the dream. She had done the 
proprietary work to fulfill the dream. See, Adam could not even name stuff if he 
could not speak the language. 
 
So sometimes, you have to have proprietary work to fulfill the dream. What do you 
really want? You have a choice. I do not care how old you are. Now, there may be 
some times when you have gone beyond a certain point, there are certain things 
that maybe impractical. I am not going to argue there. There were some things I 
wanted to do when I was younger. Right now, to be honest about it, they are just 
impractical for me. My dream and my fantasy is that I wanted to be the 
heavyweight boxing champion of the world! That is what I wanted to do.  
 
And I am going to tell you, I was pretty physically adept. I remember I was at a 
photo shoot with Evander Holyfield. There was no one there but Holyfield, myself 
and the photographer. And I sat there and talked with him for a long time, and I 
was in good shape. My muscles were defined. As a matter of fact, I was more rip 
than he was. So, I was sitting there looking and I was thinking to myself, “I think 
with a couple of weeks of training, I am going to take him.” That is what I was 
thinking. That was what was going through my head. What I always wanted to do! 
It was a dream, it was a fantasy, I was in shape, I have the youth and I had the 
thought, but you know what, I never trained for it. And I do not know what I could 
have done, but I never trained for it. So, I do not know, he may have beaten me to a 
pulp, but I do not know, because I never trained for it. 
 
And there are so many of us and you are sitting in a position right now like I was 
years ago, and you have the potential ahead of you. But because you will never train 
for it, you will never get the opportunity and you will go through your grave and you 
will never know what you could have done. You have a choice and you can decide 
what you want to do with your life. You have a choice in your career, but so many of 
us never make the choice. And I do not recommend that. You focus on what I 
consider to be high-risked careers. Heavyweight boxing champion of the world is a 
high-risk career, extremely high drop out and failure rate. I do not recommend that. 
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Entertainment is a high-risk career. I counseled people throughout the years and I 
always tell people in the entertainment one thing, do not depend on that to pay your 
rent. Over and over and over and over and over. Do not depend on that to pay your 
rent. There was a point of being practical. You need to be like Jesus. What do you 
mean like Jesus? When you read the Bible, the Bible says that Matthew 6:3, “Is not 
this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James and Josie’s? Jesus was a 
carpenter. Now, he was a preacher, he was an evangelist, he was the son of God 
Almighty, but he was a carpenter. Jesus had a trade to fall back on just in case the 
preaching did not work out? Do you understand that? 
 
Just in case you got knocked on the first round. Just in case your heavyweight 
boxing did not work out. Jesus had a trade to fall back on. So, if you have the 
aspirations and so many of our young people, they have an aspiration of what I will 
call high-risk careers. Anything in the entertainment world is a high-risk career. I 
do not care whether it is sports. I do not care whether it is music. I do not care 
whether it is even preaching. Anything in the entertainment arena is a high-risk 
career. So, if you have a high-risk career, always have a trade to fall back on. Is this 
not the carpenter? 
 
Jesus was out building boats and houses. See, the Bible does not tell you what Jesus 
did before he was 30. He was a carpenter. He was the son of God Almighty sawing 
wood, measuring, figuring out angles, hauling wood. You understand, the Son of 
God had a trade and a job and a skill. If the Son of God Almighty, so I said we need 
to follow somebody’s examples and you did not hear anything about anything Jesus 
did until he was 30 years old. If the Son of God was a carpenter and that he had to 
have a trade, then what about us? You need to have a trade. 
 
But you do not have to necessarily go to a secondary educational school. You do not 
have to go to college. A whole lot of people make a whole lot of money and they are 
plumbers, electricians, brick masons, and all of these that you go to trade school. 
Trade school can pay you all kinds of money. The key is you need to go to school, but 
you need to do something that fits and fulfills your inner nature so you do not hate 
going to work. Because you do not need to be a carpenter if you do not like building 
stuff just as simple as that. If you cannot stand to build stuff, you do not need to be 
a carpenter. You have to move in the direction. 
 
Now, this is something that you also must understand. You got to want to do 
something. You got to want to do something. Because some people, they just talk to 
me about it, but they do not want to do anything. Even Jesus, do you know Jesus 
when he went to get his disciples? Jesus always got a disciple who was working and 
there were plenty unemployed. Why do you think Jesus did not get somebody who 
was unemployed? He got fishermen, owners of fleets, doctors. Why do you not think 
he did not get somebody who wanted to do anything because Jesus knew that they 
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were not doing anything for themselves? They were not doing anything for the Lord, 
and he went too far off on that. 
 
Jesus went and got someone who was already doing something. Now, let me just 
give you just some quick keys. Now, I am not talking about have you been on the job 
30 years, you are about to retire the next two years. Pastor Nathaniel said and I 
have always wanted, “Do not quit your job and lose your retirement. Now, do not be 
foolish.” But if you are in a quandary about something, number one, just some quick 
keys, ask the people who are closest to you what your talents are. 
 
You will find out that they generally know. Ask the people, “What am I good at?” 
And they can tell you. People observe you and they will see. Some of you are just 
like you talk. You talk, talk, talk, talk...The highest paying positions in any field are 
sales people. So, if you like to talk, that is a natural gift of the sales person and the 
best sales people I know are the best talkers. So, if you like to talk, you will end up 
into sales. So you learn and you ask, “What are my talents?” You like to talk, then 
move into sales. 
 
So you learn where your aptitudes are. Next question, how much sweat are you 
willing to spill on the floor? So you really have to look at any career that you want 
to do to get to the top or to do well always takes some sweat. How much sweat are 
you willing to spill? See, sometimes, we are not willing to go all the way. Many of 
you know, we were once in the entertainment business. We are in the music. I was 
not willing to just put sweat to do it. I really wanted to have a limit of what I 
wanted to do.  
 
I remember when we were even seeing and in our peak we had an offer to come to 
another state and they asked us to actually be the opening act for a musical group. 
Which was, “Listen and look, we are going to pay you $7,000.00.” I have a lot of 
money back then. I did not want to do it, because I have to then get a live stage 
performance together. I did not want to do it. I was not willing to put forth the 
switch to get to the top. So, if you are not willing to spill the sweat on the floor, then 
that career change or that direction is not for you. 
 
Next question you would answer is what are your grades? What are your grades? 
There is a very strong correlation. So, if you are going to do something and it is in 
an academic rank and you want to go and try to be an engineer and you have been 
making C minuses in high school math, until you bring those grades up there, there 
is not a realistic track. So, you need to ask and what are your grades? It goes back 
along what are my aptitudes waiting for something? What am I really good at? 
What are my gifts to put it in a spiritual turn? But you need to realistically know 
your realistic accurate assessment. And after you asked your friends and those close 
around you, for those of you who are currently on the job, ask the teacher or your 
manager. They know. Now, a lot of people do not like the opinion of the manager, 
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but from my years of business experience, it is usually right. They may not like it, 
but it is usually right. Ask the manager. “Look, what am I? What are my strengths 
and weaknesses?” That is what you ask them. “What are my strengths and 
weaknesses?”  
 
If the manager has been managing you for a while, they can tell you. And where 
they tell you your strengths and your weaknesses are. That is a direction that you 
know where your gifts are. And finally, what gives you peace. What do you do that 
really gives you peace? You have a choice. You have a decision in the career that 
you choose. The average person is going to spend at least nine hours a day at the 
job. They will spend at least 30 minutes a day preparing getting ready for the job. 
They will spend 30 to 45 minutes a day traveling to the job and 30 to 45 minutes 
coming back. As a general average for 12 out of 24 hours, you will spend involved in 
a career. You need to make a wise decision of what you are going to spend that 
much of your time and really, you spend eight hours a day sleep. There is only four 
hours left, so of your waking hours, the vast majority of your waking hours will 
spend with your career. 
 
The vast majority of your life you will spend with your career. That is not a decision 
that you need to haphazardly, blunder into. What do you want? What are you good 
at? What do you want to do? Make a decision and decide on it and give that thing all 
you got. And you see, I was not heavyweight champion of the world, but I did major 
in chemistry, and that is what I did. I develop and I create things. I did follow that 
which was my nature. And I still went on and forward in Karate, but that was the 
fantasy, and that was entertainment. What do you want? Decide for the young and 
even for those in the middle. If you are not happy where you are, you can make a 
choice. 
 
If you need to hear this message again, just go to AirJesus.com. Listen to this entire 
series and just click series on AirJesus.com. We thank you for joining us today at 
Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the Word. 
 
And we want to give Pastor Nathaniel a hand for the message for today. The ten 
most important decisions in life, this is a truly different kind of series because it is 
so practical, it is life changing. This is something that I think every young person 
needs to hear. I wish every high school could let the students hear this series and 
those of you that may know teachers or principals; I admonish you to get them a 
copy of these messages because our young people are struggling. They are going 
away where they do not have any direction. They do not have any sense of purpose. 
They are being led by what they see on television and by the fantasy lives that they 
see and they try to recreate these things in their own lives and they are going by the 
way side.  
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And so, these messages here are so powerful. I know a couple of teachers myself, so 
I am going to make sure that I get them copies of this so they can hear this and you 
can actually just simply direct them to AirJesus.com and they can hear these 
messages, something every young person needs to hear and there are some old 
people that need to hear it. I know some old folks. They are just dibbling and 
dabbling and everything and they are just being blown with the wind, no direction, 
no focus, no purpose, no tenacity or purpose, nothing drives them. And so, it is just a 
wonderful, wonderful series and I am pretty sure I am going to reproach this series 
somewhere. I am just going to tell Nathaniel that right now I will be reproaching 
this. I am going to reproach this because this is good. I want people to hear this. 
God’s people are messed up because of bad decisions, because of bad choices.  
 
This is so powerful, so get a copy of this for your kids, for your nieces your nephews, 
for your grandchildren. Spread this around to children in your community. Gather 
them in when you see them out on the corner and foolishness. Say, “Come here, I 
want you all to hear something. Where are your lives headed? Where would you be 
in five years? How are you going to make a living? And share this because these are 
some powerful things that will have an impact to this generation. So, we just thank 
God for the practical applications of wisdom. I really believe that God is speaking to 
his church, putting the church in order practically and getting our lives 
straightened out and helping us to be able to prosper in all of life. 


