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Pastor Nathaniel Bronner Jr.: Father, I pray as this goes out among the airwaves 
and through electrons.  That as people who are not present in this physical 
sanctuary shall hear.  I pray that you anoint them, anoint their ears and their 
hearts and minds to receive, especially today that which shall be spoken unto me. 
 
Father, I pray that you just anoint me with the double dose of thy Holy Ghost upon 
this day.  Just that song, just that anointing.  Sometimes, we just have to pray and 
just sing for the anointing to just come over our lives.  I have not sung that song a 
long, long, long, long, long, long, long time.  But sometimes, it is just a special day 
and you have special stuff to do.  Some stuff is regular stuff, some stuff is special 
stuff.  And I just have a feeling today is going to be a special day for you.  And I just 
pray right now, dear God that you let that anointing fall upon me and the people 
here and around the world shall hear. Welcome to Brothers of the Word because 
brother, you need the word. 
 
Yesterday, I played basketball.  A group of men here at the church every Saturday 
morning, they get together and they played basketball.  They have been doing this 
for some weeks now and yesterday, I was just led to go out and join them and play 
basketball.  I had not played basketball with men in perhaps, well, over 20 years.  
And as we were there inside of the gym, they began to shoot from the three-point 
line, which is the line that is way back from the goal.  And they began shooting from 
the three-point line and I asked “What is this for?” and they said, “Well, we shoot 
the ball to determine who is going to get to be the captain of the team.  And the first 
two men who make a basket from the three-point line, they get to be the captains of 
the team.”.   
 
And each man would shoot in turn and every man shot from the three-point line 
and every man missed on the first go round.  And as we got ready for the second 
round, C Elijah got the ball.  C Elijah shot and the ball went straight from the hoop.  
Just all net.  And C Elijah was the first captain and they went around.  And another 
man shot, and another man shot, and another man shot, and finally, I got the ball.  
And I shot the ball up and it went straight through the hoop, there is nothing but 
net.  So it ended up that the Brothers of the Word were captains.  So, we got a 
chance to choose the team and since C Elijah was the one who made the basket 
first, he had the chance to choose the first man.  So, C Elijah said “I choose Eric,” 
and Eric was a gentleman who comes and plays and Eric was extremely good.  He is 
a very, very excellent player and he is also a very close friend and a cousin of C 
Elijah’s.  So then, it was my turn to choose and I had not been to a game but I had 
heard them talk about the players.  So I had an idea who was good and who was 
better.   
 
And I said “I choose Mark Wright.”  And then C Elijah made another choice and 
almost as if I heard the voice of God speaking, I said “Give me Ivan.”  And then C 
Elijah chose again.  Then I said “Give me Charles Keys.” And then C Elijah chose 
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again and there was one other fellow who was there who we worked with.  We’ve 
basically picked all of the men from the Ark that we knew and there was another 
fellow that we did not know.  And I turned to Mark and he said,”Pick that fellow 
right there.” So that is who I picked. 
 
Now the thing about it is this.  I am, perhaps, or was, perhaps, the worst player in 
that gym.  I am in good physical shape but I have not played basketball in ages and 
to be honest about it, even when I was young I was not that good, just to tell you the 
truth.  Basketball was just not my sport.  I was not that good young so I am 
definitely not that hot now.  So I was, perhaps, the worst player in the whole gym 
but yet, my team won the first four games.  I only came to play one game.  I said, “I 
am going to play one game and then I am leaving.”  After we won the first game, I 
got ready to leaving and Mark said “Pastor, you cannot leave.  You are the captain.  
You cannot leave until we lose.”  So, I ended up playing game after game after game 
after game and we never lost until we got to the fifth game.  And by the time we got 
to the fifth game, I wanted to lose. 
 
Now, the point of this is this and I saw even why God orchestrated a whole lot of 
things with that.  I had one of the least amount of skill sets in that gym but yet 
captained the winning team.  The reason that I was able to captain the winning 
team had nothing to with how well I could play basketball; it had to do with how 
well I could choose.  So, the series that I had been preaching on for these past few 
weeks of the 10 most important decisions of life, and often times, your situation and 
where you end up often times, it has very little to do with your intelligence or your 
skill.  So many of you know people right now who are just brilliant, who can do all 
kinds of stuff, who have all kinds of talent, yet they stay in trouble after trouble 
after trouble after trouble.  It is not because of skill, it is because of the inability to 
make good choices.  And because I had the ability to choose, I was able to be on a 
winning team.   
 
And the minute that I chose the team, I then turn to Mark who was the best player 
of the bunch.  And I said “Mark, look.  I am the captain by lot.  But you tell me what 
to do because I do not watch basketball on television; I have not played at this level 
and age.  This is out of my element.  You tell me what to do.”  And he looked around 
and he looked at Marcus and he said “You get Marcus.”  And he said, “Look, all you 
need to do, you make sure you hang on it.  You are over six feet tall.  When he gets 
ready to shoot, you make sure you put hands way up and you got nine feet of wall 
and you make sure that nine-foot wall is down whenever Marcus gets ready to 
shoot.  That is all you got to do.” You must have wisdom to make good choices and to 
then sit under and heed leadership that can take you to victory.  You got to know 
when you do not have the skill set or the wisdom or the training to take you to 
victory, and then you got to know where you got to get it somebody to tell you how 
to do what you need to do to get what you want to get.   
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So, the level of basketball taught me a whole lot.  And see those first two important 
decisions in the series, you can decide who your friends are and you can decide who 
you become romantically involved with.  You can pick your team.  And you pick the 
wrong team, you are going to lose.  If you pick the right team, victory is in your 
path.  And today, I actually had all of the 10 of the most important decisions of life 
already outlined and God stopped me.  He said, “No.  Today I want you to preach on 
this one.” and I did not even have this one in the list.  He said, “But I want you to 
put this one in the list, because this is one of those most important decisions.”  And 
I was trying to preach on a practical level of everything that is practical.  And this is 
practical yet it is spiritual.  And those first ones that have already preached on, you 
can decide who your friends are; you can decide who you can become romantically 
involved with; you can decide your education; you can decide your career; you can 
decide where you invest your money; you can choose to be healthy.  Those are the 
first six.   
 
Today, for number seven, what God specifically instructed me, and I will explain it 
as it begins to unfold.  You can choose to forgive.  You can choose to forgive.  And 
you said “Is that one of the 10 most important decisions of life?  You can choose to 
forgive?” and then God spoke this to me.  And as I began to just research, as I began 
to understand it that even in the Lord’s Prayer, this is in red in the Bible that as 
Jesus speaking, it is in the Lord’s Prayer.  Matthew 6, beginning at verse 11, it says 
“Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.”  And right after Jesus gets through telling us how to pray with the Lord’s 
Prayer, he says in verse 14 “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly 
Father will also forgive you.  But if ye forgive note men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses.”  And that is deep.  That is deep.  Jesus said 
“Look, if you forgive others, then God will forgive you.  But if you do not forgive 
others, then my Father will not forgive you.”   
 
That is deep and that is a decision and that is a choice that you make.  You can 
choose to forgive or you can choose to hold all this un-forgiveness inside of you.  
That is a choice.  But if you make that choice and that is why we have to 
understand, first of all, the clarity of the choice, and second, the consequences of the 
choice.  It is a choice.  You can choose to forgive or you can choose to retain all of 
that un-forgiveness, all of that resentment and all of that hate.  Your Father will 
forgive your trespasses but if you do not, he will not forgive you. Now, we have to 
understand that all of us have had people who has done us wrong.  But the bigger 
picture is all of us have done wrong.  I have some stuff that I need to be forgiven on 
but the good thing about it is, it is only two things that I need forgiving for.  I just 
got two issues that I need forgiving for, that is all.  So that is the good thing.  You 
also had the good thing.  That is the good thing is that I only have two things that I 
need forgiving on.  Number one, I need forgiving on the stuff that I have done.  
Number two, I need forgiving on the stuff that I am going to do.  That is all.   
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So that is all I need forgiving on is the stuff that I have done and the stuff that I am 
going to do because I have done some stuff in the past that I need forgiving on and I 
am going to be honest with you people, I am going to do some stuff in the future 
that I am going to need forgiving.  I wish I could see then tell you that Pastor 
Nathaniel never, he is the Senior Pastor, never had all of this wisdom and now that 
he is praying everyday that he got nothing to do anything else in life.  I am going to 
do some stuff that I am going to need some major forgiveness on.  Do you 
understand that?  I mean that.  No two ways about it.  I am going to do some stuff 
that I am going to need forgiveness on, yet Jesus said if I do not forgive others then 
God will not forgive me. Depression is a major, major, major illness in America 
today.  When you look at the statistics on how many people in America are 
depressed, the numbers would astound you.  Depressed, basically, is just feelings 
with fear and of sadness and of loneliness.  It is feeling bad and blue.  And you all 
understand what I am saying.   
 
If you just knew how and it is almost a huge number when you look at the statistics 
when you have what is called clinical depression.  That is not talking about mild 
depression where you just say it.  You see, clinical depression is when you are 
almost suicidal.  But you got so many people and they are just depressed, they are 
just sad, they are just miserable.  And when you look at depression from a medical 
standpoint, from a psychological standpoint, the doctors said there are three major 
causes of depression.  One, a chemical imbalance, sometimes what people call 
bipolar.   I get a lot, a mountain of these prayer requests and get on that, they are 
bipolar or my wife is bipolar.  You know, sometimes we get these big, old words and 
they just mean they are just crazy.  But, I mean, because sometimes, we got these 
big, old, sophisticated words that make it sound good but that woman is just crazy, 
Pastor.  So, sometimes we use these sophisticated words but that kind of what it 
means in a way we are not in our right mind.  Look at all these long titles but that 
is really what it means.  It means we are not in our right mind. 
 
So, first, is a chemical imbalance.  The second is a brain tumor.  Now, if you got a 
brain tumor, but note very few people have brain tumors.  We got a lot of chemical 
imbalance but very few have brain tumors.  But the third, the third major cause or 
in the top three causes of depression, the third one is guilt.  We get depressed 
because of guilt, guilt over something. You know, it is all kind of things that we 
guilt over.  But when you look at guilt, when you look at this major, major reason 
why we are sad and why we are not fulfilled.  When you at really what guilt is, 
when you boil it down, and I have never seen.  I looked through all of the definitions 
of guilt and none of the definitions of guilt are really what I am about to tell you.  
But when you hear it, you are going to see the truth of it.  That is why it takes some 
spiritual understanding to even pull some of the truth out of some stuff.  The real 
true definition of guilt is when you have not forgiven yourself.  That is the real 
definition of guilt.  You will not find that on the psychological tapes, you will not 
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find that in Webster.  But the real definition of guilt is when you have not forgiven 
yourself. 
 
So, you can choose to forgive.  This un-forgiveness beginning ought to with 
ourselves, and then it spreads to those who are closest to us.  Usually, the problems, 
when you really look at them that we have with un-forgiveness, they are not with 
someone way over there.  They are not with other religions.  They are not with other 
races.  They are not with other countries.  Usually, when you look at the issues that 
we have with un-forgiveness, they are with the people who are closest to us.  You 
find that most of the stuff in life.  If you to prison, you will find that, virtually, every 
man in prison has an issue with his daddy.  And so many of us, we do not forgive 
those who are close to us.  They get profiles of all the people who were in hate 
groups, the same thing.  There is an issue with un-forgiveness with even parents.  
And when you have problems and you cannot forgive Daddy, or you cannot forgive 
Mama, it is going to affect every relationship you have without question.  It is going 
to affect every relationship you have. 
 
I remember we were sitting in our attorney’s table.  Some big attorney out in the 
gallery, handled a lot of extremely wealthy families.  We were probably the least 
materially endowed family that he represents.  And I remember it was one 
Christmas season and we were sitting around his table and he asked my mother.  
He said, “Mrs. Bronner, can I bring my family over to your house for Christmas?”  
My mother said, “Why?”  He said, “Because you are an only family of all the clients 
that I represent.  You are the only family who gets along.  And I want to see 
whatever it is you all have.  I wanted that in mine.  I represent all these folk with 
all these money.”  He said, “I cannot put them in the same room together.  They 
fight and I got to handle most of that stuff with a speakerphone or a conference 
call.” 
 
Un-forgiveness, even among brothers and sisters and close relatives, is heavy.  So, it 
begins close and then moves abroad.  But if you get this stuff close to you right, you 
will find that you do not have a whole lot of problems with stuff abroad.  So anytime 
you hear somebody talking about the folk or all over, anytime you hear a whole lot 
of that about another group going to their house, I can guarantee you they got major 
problems there.  Anytime you hear that, going to their own house, they got major 
problems with the people who are right by their side, guaranteed.  If we can get 
stuff close but you can choose to forgive three things about that, it is easy to tell 
people to forgive but Lord, how do you forgive?  That is not an easy thing.  You see, 
when you have been wounded, you got several issues with forgiveness.  Number 
one, you have been hurt by something.   
 
Number two; it is a pattern that has been there for a while.  So, it is hard to change 
those patterns and modes of thinking and feeling that had been there for so long.  
So, instead of trying to give you the seven principles of how to forgive let me narrow 
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that down to just three.  Three easy, simple things that at least you can grab hold 
of.  Number one, it helps you to understand how to forgive, number one, when you 
understand forgiving helps you.  It is not for the other person, it helps you.  You see, 
often times we say “I am going to forgive them for their sake.”  No, you are not.  You 
are forgiving them for your sake.  So you need to understand that this is actually a 
self-centered motivation.  You do not forgive someone for their sake; it is for your 
sake.  You care in all that messing around.  You care in all that hate run.  That 
stuff is shooting up your blood pressure.  That stuff got you up at night and cannot 
sleep.  It is messing you up.  That stuff is messing up your relationship.  So the stuff 
messes you up.   
 
So, first of all, you need to have clarity that when you forgive a person, if not for the 
other person, this thing cleans out your heart, your spirit and your emotions.  
Understand that, number one, it helps you when you forgive.  Number two, you 
need to holler it out.  Now what I mean by holler it out is this, you need to clearly 
define and clearly articulate who you are forgiving and what you are forgiving him 
for.  Now, you do not have to necessarily tell them but you need to know it.  I have it 
on the Words for Healing CD of the situation I went through as an Ark member who 
was dying terminal cancer.  And I was there in her apartment and God spoke to me 
and he said, “If she would just do this out here, just tell it to her right now everyone 
who she has ought in her heart against and say seven times a day, call out each 
name, ‘I forgive them.’”  She could not do it.  She could not do it.  But He had me to 
tell her to articulate who it was.   
 
And sometimes, when you bring stuff out in the open, it is buried deep but you know 
it is there, just write it down or holler it out in one form or another.  I do not 
recommend that you go tell people something that they are not aware of it because 
that creates a whole new problem.  But, remember, that is why it goes back to 
number one.  Forgiveness is for you.  Not them, it is for you.  So, holler it out.  
Articulate it of what it is and who it is that you are forgiving.  Number three, help 
them.  Help them.  That is why Jesus tells you a lot of times.  He said, “Love thy 
enemy.”  If a soldier asks you to carry his gear for one night, carry it two.  If they 
slap you on one cheek, turn the other.  Help them.  You will be surprised what a 
difference it makes because anytime something is manifested in spirit and Word, its 
final manifestation is an action.  When you help them, it helps to solidify your true 
forgiveness of them.  And it goes against the flesh and it goes against the natural 
nature. 
 
But folks, there is a reason why God wanted me to preach this to you today.  You 
need to forgive.  There is some stuff that is in your heart that has been there for a 
long, long time.  This stuff is making you sick, and the worse part about it, this stuff 
can keep you out of Heaven.  Because if God says that Jesus, and look, if you do not 
forgive your brother.  You see, Jesus came to take our sins.  He came to forgive our 
sins.  But he said, “Look, if you don’t forgive the other.”  That is why he talked 
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about the Kingdom of Heaven.  About when the man, the rich man, he had a 
servant who owed him a whole lot.  He forgave the servant.  The servant went out 
and would not forgive the other man who owed him something.  And he had to go 
back and cast that rascal into jail.  And that was the parable on what the Kingdom 
of Heaven is like.  So if you cannot forgive others, God cannot forgive you.   
 
Jesus came to die for your sins which you cannot take away yourself, but you can 
forgive your neighbor.  You can forgive your Daddy.  Your can forgive your Mama, 
your brother, your sister, your uncle, your aunt.  You can forgive those around you, 
your husband, your wife.  You can forgive them.  Jesus said in John 10:34, Jesus 
answered them, “Is it not written in your law, I said ye our God’s.”  You see God is 
not the only person who has the power to forgive sin.  You got the power. That is 
what forgiveness is.  You have the power.  You can forgive someone else the 
transgression that they have against you.  When you pray the Lord’s Prayer, do you 
know the thing says?  “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  As means 
just like?  It means that if we do not forgive our debtors, we cannot get our debts 
forgiven.  It means that if we only forgive just a little piece of that sin that we can 
only get a little piece of ours forgiven.  As, means like, in similar manner to; it 
means the same way.  If we forgive them a whole truck-load of sins, what that says 
about us?   
 
You see, I need a whole truck-load, a whole train or a C5A cargo plane.  I need a big 
bunch of my stuff forgiven. I do not need a pinch.  I need all of my sins forgiven and 
in order to do that, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  You need to 
forgive.  That is the choice.  That is one of those 10 most important decisions of life 
and whether you are Christian or you are Atheist, you still got that choice.  So you 
could still carry that mess around with you, whether you are Buddhist, Christian, 
Jewish, Islam, it does not matter, you still can carry that sanctities with you.  
Forgive! and get it out of your heart. I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 
the Word because brother, you need the word. Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.   
 
There was a reason that God almost shouted this thing into my spirit.  Forgive.  
There is so much that we have.  Do you know even Jesus even said that if you had 
fought against your brother, he did not want your offering.  Did you understand?  
Look, he said if you have fought against your brother.  He said, bring your offering, 
leave that in the altar, go and get that thing resolved and then come back.  
Preachers will be scared to do that with offering these days, church will go broke.  
But Jesus, he said, your offering is not even worthy if you do not forgive your 
brother.  Your offering is not even worth it.  So God wants us to forgive and you will 
be amazed at how we go through a fasting process here periodically, just to clean up 
the mess inside our body.  But that is really not the critical thing.  That is only the 
physical flesh.  That is not the main thing.  The main thing is the stuff inside of us, 
the spirit.  And that forgiving will get so much of that stuff.   
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It is one of the greatest elements of healing, if we just forgive, so many of our 
physical problems will disappear once we forgive.  And today, I am just going to ask 
for an altar call for those, this day.  And this is the thing that is specific.  You know 
exactly who they are.  And this day, you want to bring that stuff and leave it at the 
altar and go back clean.  And this is what I want you to do.  I want you to come to 
this altar, and I want you to speak it out loud, and when I say out loud, I do not 
mean shout it that other folk can hear it because it is not their business.  I want you 
to just mumble it, well you know what it is.  And you can mumble it, you can say 
“Lord, I forgive him for calling me to head into job the other day.”  You understand 
what I am saying.  You know exactly what it is.  You know exactly what it is.  You 
know exactly what it is.  But I want you to holler it, I want you to be specific.  And 
as of this day and this is a choice.   
 
None of this stuff in the Kingdom of God is forced.  It is a choice.  That is why it is 
one of those 10 most important decisions.  It is a choice that you make.  You make 
the choice and you can live with it and more truthfully, die with it.  Or you can let it 
go, be free and move on to eternal life.  The choice is yours with all of this stuff.  The 
choice is yours.  And some of you may think, “Pastor, I got a whole lot of stuff I am 
harboring in.”  Often times we off stuff like layers on an onion, but you never peel 
off the inner stuff until you start getting off the outside too once.  But once you 
start, that is why often times when we go through processes, there was a well that 
will break in people and all of this stuff will just start pouring out.  But if you do not 
start peeling off the layers, you will never get it off of you. 
 
Forgive!  Whatever it is, whoever you got ought against.  Some of you are mad at 
parents because they favored a sibling.  You still harbor it.  My Mama, my Daddy 
always liked my brother or sister better than me.  Some of you got it suddenly, that 
is a hit by five or six for you know and you just shattered when I said it because it is 
rumored.  And if they are inside, there is all kinds of stuff like this and this stuff 
weighs us down and makes us sick and we cannot move into the Kingdom of God 
because we have not forgiven our brother, our sister, our mother, our father, our 
friend, our husband, our wife, some exes; you cannot forgive them.  And as a result, 
it causes a death inside of you.  Someone I asked right then, for everyone who has 
stuff that they need to forgive others with.  And you make the choice right now, 
from this day to do that. 
 
I want you to arise now and just come to the altar.  All of those who make that 
choice please come here.  Even as you rise, there is a power.  And all that we cannot 
do, God never asked us to do stuff we cannot do.  He only asked you to make the 
shot.  He never asked us to do stuff that we cannot do, only that which we can and 
when we have done all that we can do, God will take it over from there.  And I know 
how precious it is that the stitch of un-forgiveness has culminated so many lives 
and God wants to wash it as white as snow to clean it.  And he wants to wash your 
sins and in the words of his Son, he will not clean your worst until you clean others.  
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He will not forgive you of your trespasses until you forgive others of their 
trespasses.  I am going to pause for about 60 seconds of absolute silence and I want 
you to just holler it out under your breath.  You make the declaration in person and 
the thing that on this day, you forgive them of all.  Those of you who are listening 
via the internet or electronically, you do the same thing. 
 
I just want to touch each one with just a word.  No prophetic utterance, no nothing.  
This is “ye are God’s”.  And I am just going to say one sentence, “As ye forgive, so 
you are forgiven.”  That is what the line “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.”  “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us.”  
“As ye forgive, so you are forgiven.”  As I touch you, you can be seated. Amen. “As ye 
forgive, so you are forgiven.” You have just empowered Jesus to forgive you to a 
level that you have never known.  But we can handle the power of God by what we 
do.  Father, forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us. 
 
 


