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Pastor Nathaniel Bronner, Jr. Thank for joining brothers of the world, because 
brother you need the word. 
 
And today is actually the sixth part of a six part series entitled the ten most 
important decisions of life. And for those of you who are watching on television or 
listening electronic, the series begins with sermon number 5383. Just 5383 or go to 
airjesus.com click series and you will be able to listen to the entire series. I 
recommend that you start from the beginning, but the ten most important decision 
of life I cover the first seven and the first six messages and today we are going to 
cover the last and just a quick summation of those first seven. 
 
Decision number1, you can decide who your friends are, it is one of your first major 
decision and often times in life when things are going good, often times you notice 
you are around of a particular group of people and when things are going bad, 
sometimes you notice you are around of a particular group of people. You can decide 
who your friends are. 
 
Decision number 2, you can decide who can become romantically involved with. Who 
you become romantically involved with can have major impact upon your life. It can 
be your biggest blessing or biggest curse, but you make that decision of who you 
become romantically involved with. 
 
Number 3, you can decide your level of education and I gave you all of the statistics 
of just what the difference would make between a high school degree and a college 
degree and just the difference that will make in your income and status in life and 
you have the power to decide your level of education. 
 
Number 4, you can decide on your career. You can choose a particular direction and 
vocation or you can go with the wind of change and chance will blow you. You have 
the choice and you have the ability to decide upon your career. 
 
Number 5, you can choose where to invest your money. How you spend your money 
can make a huge difference in lifestyle and even in the contentment and the ease of 
life. Whether you blow it or invest it wisely you have the decision of how you invest 
your money. 
 
Number 6, you can choose to be healthy. Health is not a matter of genetics, for a 
vast majority of us, health is a matter of our lifestyle and our lifestyle is only a 
matter of our choices. Whether you are end up on the hospital or not is a choice that 
you make in your everyday decisions and lifestyle. You can choose to be healthy. 
 
Number 7, you can decide to forgive. One of our biggest problems in life are the 
burden that we bare because of the past hurts that we carry in within us. And until 
you can eradicate and forgive these past transgressions and hurts in your life, you 
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will never be fully fulfilled, you will never be content and you will never be healed 
until you learn to forgive and most importantly, your father in heaven cannot 
forgive you until you forgive others. And today’s message will be seen at from 
Psalms chapter 18 verse 24. You do not have to turn there because you have heard 
this before. And the verse simply reads in the NIV version “This is the day that the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” In Philippians, Chapter 4 beginning 
at the 11th verse, the new living translation. Not that I was ever in need for I have 
learned how to get along happily whether I have much or little. I know how to live 
on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned that the secret of living in 
every situation whether it is with a full stomach or empty with plenty or little, for I 
can do everything with the help of Christ who gives me the strength I need.   
 
Decision number 8, you can choose to be happy and thankful. In Philippians, as 
Paul was saying that “I have learned to be happy, I have learned to be merry, I have 
learned to be content no matter what the circumstances of life are”. See, so many of 
us, our happiness depend upon what is happening. If something happening is good 
then we are happy, if something happening is not good then we are sad. We depend 
upon the external circumstances instead of an internal joy. And I am here to tell 
you that regardless of your circumstances, being happy is a choice.  It is a decision 
that you make every single day. Every one of us here, we know people who have to 
have a negative attitude and I do not care what happens, they are going to find the 
negative up. I do not care how bright the sun is, their can be a beautiful day and 
they are going to say “I need some sunscreen I might get a sunburn”. We can find 
people in no matter what the situation is, they have something negative to say, they 
have a negative u-point and as a result they have a negative view of life. Some 
people have Rose colored glasses but others have mud colored glasses. You can 
choose to be happy and thankful and that is happy and thankful because those two 
things go together. You will never be happy without being thankful and you cannot 
be thankful without being happy.  And do you know people if you just know how to 
focus you can go to airjesus.com and just search on. And there are so many 
messages that just giving thanks and being in a thankful attitude. One of them was 
preached was called the “Den of Thanks” and it was how Daniel was in the lion’s 
den, and yet he was thanking God even in the lions den and as a result, he was 
delivered. See if we just learn to be thankful, that is the root of all dissatisfaction, is 
it we become unappreciative for what we have and we become focused on what we 
do not have. And I am here to tell you people that no matter what you get, what you 
have, no matter what status in life you asked to there will always be something in 
life that you think you are missing. I mean, when you are young you said there are 
things that elder people can do that I cannot do.  I remember mama’s Mabley in one 
of her routines she said there was a little boy, crying on the street and the old man 
walked up to the little fellow and sat him on his lap and said “son tell me, tell papa 
what is wrong with you” and he said “I cannot do what the big boys do: and he said 
“old man cry too”. So, no matter what your position in life is, their will always be 
thing that you will perceive that you are missing, but joy and contentment never 
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comes from the perception of the things that we are missing, it comes from the 
faithfulness and the appreciation of the things that we have. If I ask someone in 
here “how many teeth are you missing?  How man root canals have you had?”  
Everyone can give me the exact figure, but if I ask “have you ever counted how 
many good teeth you have”? No one said yes.  We all know the bad, we all know the 
missing, but we just do not take time to count the good and we do not appreciate the 
good until the things goes to harm.  We never thank God for just our teeth from 
defect. Have you ever had a toothache? I mean a toothache is something seriously 
excruciating pain. If you ever have—now how many of you in you right now, raise 
your hand if your teeth are not aching. Therefore, you do not appreciate that right 
now, you do not appreciate it but you let just one tooth start aching, just one and 
you cannot sleep in the middle of the night and that thing feels like you have been 
hit in the head with a sledge hammer. So, we do not appreciate, you learned to be 
thankful for things and your joy will greatly increase when you have the spirit of 
appreciation. It is the key to really being happy, not getting more stuff. Most of us 
are a locked in, Lord, if I can just get a hug with, Lord, if I just get a promotion on 
my job, Lord, if I could just get a wife, Lord, if I could just get a new car, Lord, if I 
could get a new house, Lord if I could get this and that, and the problem is where 
should to get that stuff because you are not content and because you are not 
thankful of the stuff you have. Now, you get it there, I can tell you when you get 
that rascal. He is going to have some flaws and then you are going to talk about 
what he was missing and you are going to focus on those missing teeth, and then as 
a result “save me” and God just may send you a man missing two front teeth and 
you missed the whole package because you focus only in two teeth. So, it was a good 
man, go get that rascal into the dentist.   
 
So, we got to learn how to be thankful for what we have. And when we do that, I 
just want you to imagine that you went to the doctor yesterday, and you went to the 
doctor and the doctor told you “Look, I’m sorry but we found a mass and it is 
cancerous and it spread all over your body and you got two months to live.”  I know 
people where that diagnosis was told to. And he said “You got two months to live.” 
And this morning, before you came to church, the phone ring. You picked it up and 
it was your doctor and he said, “Look, we made a mistake.  That was somebody 
else’s case, you are fine.” Now, imagine all of the problems and all of the issues that 
you were dealing with, everything will be eclipsed by the fact that you only had two 
months left. Every other situation, every other shortcoming, every other complaint, 
it was null and void because you now had to deal with this thing that you only have 
two months left and the doctor calls you and said, “Look, there’s no cancer in your 
body.” Imagine how you would feel. You would be jumping up and down, shouting, 
screaming, shedding tears of joy while right now, everyone that is sitting here 
“There is no cancer in your body.” Have you thanked God for that? I mean just for 
the stuff we have. And I have learned that although there may be some things that 
I do not have that I do want, the list of stuff that I do not have, that I do not want, 
far exceeds the list of stuff that I do not have that I do want. So I have learned to be 
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thankful no matter what the situation. So, go and listen to the Den of Thanks and 
go and listen to the sermon called “See the Beauty”, and they just deal with 
developing your attitude to be thankful. 
 
Number 9, you can choose your level of spiritual involvement.  And I told you, when 
I began this series that God just told me “Just deal with just the practical stuff, just 
practical stuff.” So there had not been a whole lot of heavy duty spiritual deep stuff 
in the series. It is practical stuff and that is why I did not even say “You can choose 
to be saved” because to be honest about it, everyone who comes down for salvation is 
not saved. And you know that everyone who is in the church is not happy and not 
content with their lives. You know that.  So that is why I had to say “You can choose 
your level of spiritual involvement. This message goes out to people all across the 
world, people who listen – to be honest about it, they are not Christian. Well Pastor, 
you ought to say “You can choose to accept Christ.” That is what I believe but 
everyone does not. It even has an issue within the Church. There are over 70 
different denominations and the good number that denominations say “You are 
going to hell if you are not a member of that denomination.” So it gets twisted. But I 
can tell you this “Whatever you believe, you can choose your level of spiritual 
involvement” and I do not waste time worrying about what some other religion 
believes, I really do not. I have enough trouble with my own beliefs. I have enough 
trouble with the people who confess to be professing “Save the Sanctified Christian.” 
I do not worry about what Muslims doing, what Hindus are doing, what the Sikhs 
are doing, I do not even worry about the Shiites are—I do not care.  I am not aware 
about all that. Only, and it is not so much as I could—look, they have their own 
issues. They have their own but they have enough trouble with their religion. You 
know what, it is about the time you do what your religion says, you got a full plate 
on your hands. I got a full plate on my hand doing what the Bible says. 
 
I do not worry about other denominations. If some other denomination tells me 
“Look, if you are not a member, you will go to hell.” that is their problem. I know 
what the word says. So do not worry about all of it. But I saying to you this, you 
have the decision to choose your level of spiritual involvement. I do not care what 
denomination you are a member of, you are not going to get much benefit if you just 
come on Christmas, Mother’s day, or Easter. You are not going to get a whole lot of 
benefit from that. So, sometimes we get hung up on the details. The biggest split in 
the South was between the Methodist and the Baptist and there was no real 
difference in the doctrine. The difference fundamentally was when you get baptized, 
whether you go all the way under or whether you sprinkle on the top of your head. 
And the whole thing has been revolving some minor issue about whether you go 
under the water and see that what folks did not understand—Look, if you go in the 
water a sinner, all you are going to do is come up a wet sinner if you do not change 
stuff. So sometimes, we get twisted up with all of this minute stuff, of doctrine that 
often times does not affect life. 
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So I am telling you, if you follow any of the stuff till you where you follow what 
Jesus said, and did you follow his Bible, you have to follow what he says. But you 
have to choose how well and how diligent you follow. You choose your level of 
spiritual involvement. And the more you become involved in the things of God and 
in the spiritual things, often times the less focus it will take off some of these issues 
in the world and the greater insight that will give you into some things but you 
have the choice of how deep you go into the spiritual things. But the first thing you 
have to do is you have to even show up. I mean, there is no need in you talking 
about how deep the Bible is if you never read it, if you do not read it. No need to be 
talking about the power of prayer if you never prayed.  This is some deep stuff. 
Look, you remember while we preached a lot in the church about the survey, the 
medical survey that came about.  When they had varying groups and they prayed 
for these groups and the power of prayer worked to heal the people. But all of a 
sudden, the Pastor stopped talking about their survey in that medical state. You 
know why?  Because when he read the book, he found out the whole story. The 
people who did the story, they were not Christian. They were just researchers. So, 
they checked what prayer did. But the problem was they checked all kinds of 
prayers. The issue was the prayers that were most effective were Buddhists’. Now, 
that is the problem but they pray real hard and they pray regularly. I do not believe 
they serve any in it. Look that is not the religion for us but that thing is showed as 
is.  When you are diligent at something—it is better when you are diligent at 
something. So, the one thing about what they were doing, they took their stuff 
serious. That is why when you sometimes even over in the mid-east, the folk over 
there are dying for what they believe in. And I am not condoning what they are 
doing but I am telling you this, they believe it. They believe it and they are putting 
their life on the line for it. So it shows, even in the medical survey, the group that 
has the most disciplined prayer life, got the most results. And we do not like to deal 
with that, we do not like to talk about it. But it shows you that it depends upon the 
level of how deep you get, what you want to commit to God. And sometimes, we do 
not want to commit anything. That is a choice that you make. Sometimes, we only 
hear on Sunday and that is good but takes more than that. It takes more than that. 
And there are levels of commitment that you would make. Most of your spiritual 
stuff is going to be outside of this church. It is going to be what you do when you 
leave here. And, unfortunately, I never will forget what Mahatma Gandhi said. He 
says here, a lot of folk look at Christianity and this is what he said.  He said, “If the 
world knew the Christ of Christians, they would accept him but because they know 
of the Christians of Christ, they reject him.” In other words, they said because they 
see how the Christian acts; they do not want any part of Christianity because they 
see how the Christians behave. How deep. And what kind of commitment is your 
level of spiritual involvement? 
 
You make that choice whether it is just cursory and you just—do you know that if 
you go to prison right now, that over 90% of the prisoners will say “They believe in 
God”. It is not an Atheistic prison, they all believe in God but they are locked up and 
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most of them are locked up because they broke the law. Now some of them are in 
there because they were wrongly convicted, but that is not the majority. But if you 
go and ask them, almost all of them believe in God. But the problem is their level of 
spiritual commitment, not belief. That is what I am trying to get over to you, not 
belief. It is their level of spiritual commitment, what are they willing to do to live 
the life that Jesus talked about. Because Jesus got, he got some deep stuff in it. 
Jesus said, “Look, some folk came to him and told him “Lord, did we do miracles in 
your name?”  He said “Get away from me. I do not know you.” They were doing 
miracles. Most of the folk are not doing, they were doing miracles. And Jesus said, 
“Your work was of iniquity.” What is your level of true spiritual commitment? You 
see, they may have been doing miracles but they may have been doing the miracles 
for the fame and the money. Jesus looked into the heart. What is your level of 
spiritual commitment? 
 
And number 10, you can choose your priorities. You see, with all of this stuff and 
with all the stuff in life, sometimes, we know they are right but we have to 
prioritize some stuff. And usually, even when we know truth, we get in trouble 
when stuff gets out of priority. You can choose what your priorities are in life. I saw 
situation on yesterday at my house. I was helping my oldest son put up some 
window shades. I went through and I showed him how to put up the first one and it 
took a lot of muscle to screw the screws inside. I screwed all the brackets in for him; 
he was putting up the rest. And I was there, screwing in a bracket and I heard 
something hit the floor. It said BAM! And I heard him say “ow”, and when I went 
over to, he had dropped the blind on his foot and he did cut his foot all across the 
front and he was just hollering and crying and I picked that up and we set him 
down and his Mama came over and rubbed his foot. And his Uncle James was due 
over in about 15 minutes and they were going out to the game and to play the 
electronic games. So I told Eli. I said, “Eli, your foot is hurting. Are you crying? Are 
you aching? I said, “I am going to have to call Uncle James and tell Uncle James to 
just pass you on by.” He said “NO!  NO!” I mean that boy got up, foot bleeding, 
hobbling into the bedroom, got some wrapped it up, found some sense and in fifteen 
minutes, with a bleeding foot, he was hobbling out the front door. And I saw that, it 
just painted a picture so clearly. 
 
You see, if we have something that is a priority, when it is something that is a real 
priority in our lives. Now see had it that been school, oh no, he had been late up for 
three days had it been in school. And I hate to say this but had it been in church, he 
would not be here on Sunday. But because it was something that was a priority to 
him, through pain, through bruises, through all kinds of opposition, he found a way 
and made it through and persevered through all of the hurt and pain because it was 
a priority to him. You have the decision to choose your priorities in life. And I just 
hope that you choose well in these ten decisions of life and all of the decisions that 
you have to make in the future, choose wisely, and choose well. 
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This has been the series called the Ten Most Important Decisions of Life. You can 
go to airJesus.com, simply click series and you are able listen to or send this series 
to a friend absolutely free of charge.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers 
of the Word because Brother, you need the word. 
 


