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Nathaniel Bronner Jr.: Ecclesiastes Chapter 7, first two verses, New Living 
Translations says, “A good reputation is more valuable than the most expensive 
perfume.  In the same way, the day you die is better than the day you were born.  It 
is better to spend it your time at funerals than at festivals for you are going to die 
and you should think about it while there is still time.”  Ecclesiastes Chapter 7, first 
two verses. 
 
Now this is a funeral and often times we do not like to use the word funeral.  We 
substitute it for other words but when you look at the word funeral the first three 
letters in the word funeral is fun.  Those are the first three letters and when we 
understand what God words say, it says, “The day of your death is better than the 
day of your birth.”  People, I do not know whether you know it or not but this earth 
has some troubles.  From the time you come out of the womb, the doctor often will 
lift you up and slap you on the behind and sometimes you never get to stopped 
getting  slapped.  This earth has some troubles, some trials, tribulations, heartache 
and pain. 
 
The bible says, “Even the best of our years for the best of these, is filled with trouble 
and pain.”  You know that these are tough times, it is a tough life.  The day of ones 
death is better than the day of ones birth and that is why the root of funeral is 
actually fun.  It was a carnival, it was a festive time and even if you understand 
Spanish, you know that the word “Carne” means meat.  And carnival actually well 
it means, farewell to the flesh.  So by funeral, there is a carnival that is saying, 
farewell to the flesh and people once flesh gets a certain number of mouse on it, 
your car is not the only thing that goes the creaking once it gets old.  Dozen crank 
and there be start as fast and easy as it used to.  It gets picky about the kind of gas 
you put in it.  You get more gas coming out of it and as we get mad on these vehicles 
and on this earth will it carry us about as spirit it gets tougher and tougher and 
tougher to get up and tougher and tougher and tougher to lay down and go to sleep. 
 
These earthly bodies age as we grown and go through them so the bible says, “When 
you leave this flesh for a heavenly.”  Abode it is time to be happy, it is time to have 
some fun, it is time to have a carnival.  So when you understand that, it makes a 
difference and the scene that the funeral is not for Eugene, he does not need it.  It is 
for us.  And when you understand that it is for us, it makes a difference and an 
understanding of some things and perhaps you will understand what my message 
today will lead it, be about. 
 
I met Brother Eugene once at a restaurant, one of his favorite restaurants and we 
sat and we talked.   A long, long time and I got to really know when to understand 
message.  He always used to sit right over there and pastors they can recognize 
people who are regular.  They become like fixtures.  You know when they are there 
and you know when they are missing because you are so used to just seeing them 
there that they become a comfort to you. 
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The cooks were like that.  They were there as a regular fixture.  They would not 
seem amaze of Christmas, Mother days and Easter, they were there as regular 
fixtures but I got a chance to just sit down and just talk with him and understand 
and perhaps, one of the greatest testaments to Brother Cook actually came on the 
evening that Mrs. Cook called, left the message that her husband had a stroke and 
the diagnosis was very, very grim.  I told my wife as a I put on getting ready to go to 
the hospital to see Brother Cook and she said, “Who is that?”   I described him to 
her and she said, “Oh, I like him.” She did not really know his name because they 
really never exchange names but he spoke to me everyday.  He always was joys and 
he always had a good work and my wife says something very unusual for her 
because you have to know putting in.  She does really get involve the whole life in 
church business.  She said, “I wish I could go with you.” and coming from my wife, 
that is a whole, whole lot that she wanted to go with me at 10:00 at night to the 
hospital to see a member.  She would have gone if we had not had a two-year-old 
child that she could not leave.  That was a testimony because she has a real sense of 
the true spirit of people but this will be an unusual eulogy. 
 
I always pray and I ask God whenever I am to speak “Lord”, what do I say and what 
do I talk about and when he spoke it to me, took me a bathe a little bit because I 
have never heard of that.  I have never done that.  I have never been to a funeral 
where that was done so it was unusual to put in my life.   But I have learned to obey 
the voice of God and Brother Cook who sat in this Minister for so long understands 
the leading of God and I am sure he would understand the message that shall come 
forth today.  But as I ask God, “Lord, what do I talk about, do I talk about the glory 
of heaven and the joy and all of the, do I talk, what do I talk about?”  When he spoke 
it, it shook me, and this is what God said.  He said, “Do not talk about Eugene Cook.  
Talk about his wife.”  And I said, “What?”  He said, do not talk about Eugene Cook, 
talk about his wife. 
 
Perhaps today God wants me to talk about the living and more importantly he 
wants me to talk about how you treat folk.  I begin to understand it as I begin 
meditate over and think about it.  My father would often tell the story of a lady at a 
funeral who brought a hamburger to the funeral.  As he brought the hamburger 
right down front and sat it in the casket and then walked and sat down.  Everyone 
was wondering what in the world was wrong with this lady sitting a hamburger on 
a casket at a funeral and it bothered them and people were moaning and some 
people were frowning, and fussing, and all that kind.  Finally somebody just had the 
“Hello, what is wrong with you?  Why in the world did you bring a hamburger down 
front and sit it on the man’s casket?”   The lady said, “That man cannot eat that 
hamburger just as easy as he can smell his flabs.”   My father always told that story 
to emphasize a point.   Give a person their hamburger and give a person their 
flowers, probably as still here. 
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He would often say that, when people would mistreat him that they were driving 
rusty nails in his coffin and give me my flowers while I can still smell them.  So, 
God says, “Do not talk about Eugene Cook, talk about his wife”.   She took care of 
this Cook and for whatever reason, there was at least one person within the sound 
of my voice and God wants this message for you because if someone, you are not 
treating right and God wants to make a change in how you are treating the person.  
You see, Mrs. Cook when I had dinner with Mr. Cook at the restaurant.  His eyes 
were dim and they were no longer as sharp as they used to be.  So, he did not drive 
himself and when I went to the restaurant, Mrs. Cook brought him to the 
restaurant.  I stayed there with him a couple of hours and when I finished, he got on 
the sofa on and within a few minutes, his wife was there to pick him up so she 
shook with him there and she shook with him back.  She took care on the man. Talk 
about his wife.  She took care of the man and there was some people like that in 
relationships, men and women and you drive a rusty nails in your part.  She took 
care of the man. 
 
It is one thing that I have found and I have noticed in life even at funerals.  When I 
have known situations close those who do the loused have often mistreated them 
the most.  I am just telling this stuff  real  I am just telling you stuff  real.  So, Mrs. 
Cook God is just  pleased with you on how you took care of your husband.  When the 
time comes for us to transition these fleshly vehicles, there will be no regrets and 
you can honestly stand before men in gardens.  I did my job, I took care, I gave him 
all that I have.  I was what I was supposed to be to them. 
 
In so many cases and so many relationship right now, not only are you not taking 
care of them.   You send them in the grave.  So, for someone right now, this message 
is real.  I do not know your situation.  I have the prophetic gift but I am not looking 
at anybody’s hearts.  Sometimes, people come, “Pastor, how did you know about 
me?”  I do not know your situation but you know it and too often there are so many 
people that when they are here, then it is when we wished we had treated them 
better.  We wished we had taken care of them.  We wished that we have been loving 
them  We wished that we have been kind.  So, she brought in this gift everyday, fix 
it, brought it, set it down before, he might had know.  She took care of him. 
 
People, when you have taken care of another person.  You see really you got to take 
care of people because to be perfectly honest, God did made to take care of Him.  He 
looked at how you take care of other people and talked about his wife.  But too often 
we have gone so self centered.  It is me and it is mine, I and myself.  Often even in a 
house hold, what you have is everyone is fending for and seeing about only 
themselves.  She took care of the man.  Talk about his wife. 
 
There was a lesson for all of us to learn.  Jesus said, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  
Love thy neighbor as thyself.  He said, how can you love God whom you have not 
seen?  Now I think I am fairly spiritual man but to be honest, I never seen God.  I 



 - 5 -

am just being honest about it.  He has never appeared before me on a blinding.  I 
have never seen God.  Now in a tangible, physical, literal presence and Jesus said, 
“How can you love God whom you have not seen and you do not love your brother.”  
I see the problem it is not only do we see our brother often times we open their face.  
How can you love God whom you have not seen and you do not love your brother 
whom you have seen?  You do not love your wife but  you can see and you do not 
love your husband who you can see, how can you love God?  You do not love the folk 
and you do not treat them right, you can see.  Talk about his wife. 
 
God is going to look at how we treat other people.  I am not worried about the war 
in Mid East.  It is not a single one of you in this place who has an issue with 
Saddam Hussein.  But, you got an issue at night when you turn your head and look 
at the person on the pillow.  Talk about his wife. 
 
The president of the United States may make some changes in the affairs of State 
but some of you got some affairs at home.  That is going to impact home a thousand 
times greater than any affairs of State that the president will bring in the being.  
Talk about his wife.  Relationship, love, caring. 
 
At the funeral, you never hit anything negative but “Eugene, you were not perfect.”  
I do not have to live with the man to know that.  Eugene has some issues, he has 
some attitudes, there were times when he was hard to get along with.  There were 
times when he pouted.  There were times that he was unreasonable because do you 
man?  I do not know the man and all of us are like that. 
 
Love is not about having a perfect person.  It is about loving an imperfect person 
perfectly.  So, all of us have some issues.  You see, if Eugene had depended upon his 
wife to bring him his food everyday when he was perfect.  The man would have 
starve to death, he has to go.  None of us are perfect.  But, no matter what, no 
matter what he did, no matter how he felt, no matter what his attitude was.  
Everyday, there she was with that plate regardless.  Talk about his wife. 
 
Relationship, God wants to take your relationship to another level.  When you get 
here, you do not need hamburgers or flowers.  It is an absolute waste of money.  
Looks nice but it is an absolute waste of money.  Let me give you a suggestion.  
Take your money and go buy your spouse some flowers now.  That is simple, 
practical suggestion.  Take your money and go buy them some roses or some lilies or 
whatever, you take your money and go buy them some flowers now.  Do something 
good for them now.  Give them some testimony and some praise now.  Talk about 
his wife.  Relationship and people do you know that if you have one person who was 
with you, who support you, who loves you, you know there is hardly anything in the 
world that you cannot stand up against.  If you just got one person. 
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It is what Jesus who sent the Disciples out into a cool, cold world that would kill 
them but he never sent them out alone.  He sent them with one person that they 
depend upon it.  Are you a person that can be depended upon?  Talk about his wife.  
Are you the person who can be depended upon? 
 
Now, there are three categories of people as you hear this message.  There is a 
category and you know that you are doing what you are supposed to do in your 
relationship and it may not be spouse.  I have been in some funerals when a child 
would not attend the funeral because they were still mad at mama.  I am not just 
talking about where men equal husband wife relationship.  I am talking about all of 
your relationships.  There are three categories of people.  There are those who are 
doing right in the eyes of God.  You are treating your fellowmen, your brother, your 
husband and your wife, your siblings or your parent.  You are treating them right. 
 
This message is only to reinforce that which we are already doing.  There is a 
second category and you treated them wrong.  You know you treated them wrong 
and you did not give a hoot.  I am just used of the, yes I know it but they are low 
down, dirty dog, I am feeling all feet as them.  I am still go and get a friend pen and 
go aside as him.  You know you are treating them wrong and you do not give a hoot.  
You just do not care, you are not going to change.  You have been this way for this 
long and you are not going to change. I just tell you like it until you like it here.  
You will now change.  You do not care what I say.  You do not care of the Lord God 
Almighty came down and stood in front you, you not would not change and that is 
simple.  They are just not going to change.  They just not going to change, their 
death wait.  They fear to wait, that is what they want to do and they are not would 
not change no matter who says what.  That is category number two and there was 
the third category.  And this has pricked your heart and your spirit.  You know that 
there are changes that you need to make in your relationships with people.  You 
know it without question and without doubt.  There are people who you need to 
forgive and love. 
 
Jesus said, He said even love your enemies.  It does not take any Christianity to 
love people who are perfect to you.  As I came down and give you a thousand dollars; 
it did not take any Christianity for you to like me for that.  What takes Christianity 
is to like me about come down and steal your pocket book.  Even the havens love 
people who are good in them.  Even the mafia likes people who are good to them.  It 
did not take any Christianity for that.  It takes any Christianity when they are 
going into your pocket book and stole all your stuff.  That is when it takes the love 
of God to treat them right for the love of God.  The third group and it has pricked 
you in your heart that you need to make a change just in relationship of whatever 
type and you know who and what it is. 
 
At this types of events, we have a call to come to Christ but I want to have two calls 
today.  We will have a call to recommit your life to Christ but first, I want to have a 
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call or those of you who want to recommit your lives to the relationship that you 
know that I am talking about.   
 
There is something about a public declaration that empowers and changes greater.  
So, I am just going to ask right now and do not get embarrassed.  Do not worry 
about real football wonder who will not guard you.  That is the first thing that goes 
in the, they are going to wonder who am I?  Do not worry about that.  If you know 
that this is for you and you are in that third category.  You are saying that from this 
day forward, I am going to be the best person I can be towards them.  I am going to 
love Him.  I am going to do everything that I have supposed to do with the best and 
fullest of my ability and if this is you, I want you to just get up right now, come 
down front and I just want to pray with you for the empowerment of the change in 
our heart and relationship. 
 
If this you, I ask you now to arise and come forward now.  Not when you no longer 
can.  Now, and these are things where there is no force, no one can make you do it.  
It is a decision and the change of heart and if there is anyone.  I know there are 
people, whatever is holding you back let it go.  You have been praying to God for 
breakthrough but sometimes for breakthrough you got to get up and break some 
stuff.  You have been praying to God for a breakthrough in your relationship but 
you have to be the breakthrough.  You know it is you and you feel it, you know what 
I question and I cannot force you.  I can only employ you.  I know it is an unusual 
kind of thing, it is a funeral.  But Jesus said, “You got to be born again and the left 
we seed fall through the earth and death.”  Some old things have to die I order to be 
born again a new and a fresh. 
 
I ask you for a final time that if this you, you arise and come forward.  Amen.  Come 
on and sometime you have to wait for that first one pull to us up and instruct but 
look, there was quite a few of you out there and you need these change and you 
would have been praying for breakthrough and God will send it but if you stay still, 
it will never happen.  Talk about his wife.  Even some of you right now, you are 
praying for a good spouse.  God is trying to first make you a good spouse and he 
wants you to be the good spouse.  We are always praying for the other person to 
change and with the only person we has power enough to change, just us.  Amen.  I 
was talking with the person very recently just concerning relationships and they 
were telling me what are difficult and confusing time that they were having. 
 
It was a young lady and she said that, she got down on her knees and she asked 
God she said, “Lord, what do I need to do to solve and affix this thing?”  She said 
God answered her just as clear.  The answer was not what she expected.  God spoke 
to her just as clear and He said, “Focus on his needs.”  Sometimes the answer that 
we seek is not the answer that we want but it is the answer that we need.  Right 
now, I just want you to take your right hand and just put it over your heart and 
hold it there.  Bow your heads and close your eyes as I pray. 
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Dear Heavenly Father, I simply pray right now for the transformational power right 
now.  Father just in the two parts that are touching.  The part of the hand which is 
representative of action and the heart which is representative of feeling and 
emotion and intent.  Father, I pray right now in the name of Jesus that by power 
shall affect both hand and heart and as our heart is transformed and as our heart 
changes for out of a heart truly out of a heart of the issues of life.  As our heart 
changes our issues will change.  It will change what we do with our hands.  It will 
change how we wait upon others and how we care on others.  Father, just with 
these hands and just in these relationships.  Father sometimes we just need to take 
these hands and give the other person just a pat on the back instead of a slap at the 
side of the head.  Change our heart, that you shall change our hands.  Father I just 
pray that those who have the courage to get up that as they are arouse they could 
feel bonds breaking.  Change snapping loose and they can feel relationships begin to 
turn.  I pray that you give them new eyes and they are able to see the good in the 
other person.  Even though they have should always being negative because we are 
a mixture of dust and divinity and the dust have attended for to get in our eyes but 
Father I pray with you give them as your wipers that can wreathe the dust from 
their eyes as they are able to see the divinity that flows within those whom they are 
involved with.  Touch their hearts, touch their hands, touch their eyes that they 
shall feel touch and see in a different matter.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.  
Amen.  Amen.  Amen, you made me see, Amen, Amen.  
 


