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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 
 
And today we are going to be studying from the Book of Mathew 5 and this is 
actually the Book of Mathew 8:5-13 and this is the New International Version, you 
have heard the story so you really do not have to turn there.  “When Jesus had 
entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him asking for help.  Lord, he said, my 
servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering.  Jesus said to him, I will go 
and heal him.  The centurion replied, Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under 
my roof, but just say the word and my servant will be healed for I myself am a man 
under authority with soldiers under me.  I tell this one go and he goes and that one 
come and he comes, I say to my servant, do this and he does it.  When Jesus heard 
this, he was astonished and said to those following Him, I told you the truth.  I have 
not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  I say to you that many will come 
from the East and the West and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, but the subjects of the Kingdom will be 
thrown outside into the darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  Then Jesus said to the centurion, go, it will be done just as you believe it 
would and his servant was healed at that very hour.” 
 
And I want to talk to you for just a few minutes on the subject of faith that 
impresses God.  Faith that impresses God—you see Jesus had often told the people, 
oh ye of little faith.  He had seen plenty of faith that not only did not impress Him, 
He was disappointed with.  Oh ye of little faith.  He even told his disciples that oh 
ye of little faith, but yet, here comes a man and Jesus said, I have not seen faith like 
this in all Israel.  If you search the Bible for the words great faith, it really only 
occurs twice.  It occurs with the centurion and with the woman who came to Jesus 
about her daughter and this is the woman who said, Lord, even the dogs eat the 
crumbs from the master’s table, but yet the centurion was the instance and was the 
person who Jesus deemed as having greater faith than anyone He had ever seen.  
He had never seen faith like this before, so what was it about this faith that so 
impressed Jesus.  What were the characteristics of this Centurion, what was it that 
made this man and his faith so phenomenal and so spectacular and I want to just 
tell you about seven things about the centurion so that you can learn from the 
centurion and you can get the same results that the centurion got. 
 
A centurion came to Him asking for help.  Lord, he said, my servant lies at home 
paralyzed and in terrible suffering.  Jesus said to him, I will go and heal him.  Jesus 
said, he was coming to solve his problems.  Now most people, you all say most 
people—most people, if Jesus or anyone else said I am coming to solve your 
problem, their immediate answer would be Hallelujah.  If Jesus says I am coming to 
your house to fix your situation, to restore your situation, to get you out of this mess 
that you are in, I am coming to fix your situation, the vast majority of people would 
simply shout Hallelujah, come on!  The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to 
have you come under my roof.”  Now that is a heavy duty statement because it is 
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heavy because of who it came from.  This was the centurion.  It was unusual 
because the centurion was rich and you may ask the question—well how do you 
know the centurion was rich, because he had a servant. 
 
You see, there are some things that a man would not even have to detail his 
financial status.  All he would have to do is throw out a line and you would know his 
financial status.  All he would have to do is say, well, you know my butler was late 
today!  See, if a man said his butler was late, you do not have to inquire about his 
financial status.  If a man said, well, you know, my chauffer is off on Fridays, you do 
not have to inquire about his status.  If a man—and young ladies, if a man asked 
you out to dinner and he said, well, I am going to send my limo around and the 
chauffer’s name is Bob, he will be there to pick you up at eight. You may not know 
anything about this man’s character.  You may not know his religion, you may not 
know his educational background, you may not know his integrity, but you know as 
he is sending his limo around with Bob as the chauffer, you know when Bob—you 
know something about the man because of Bob. 
 
So it was something that when the man had a servant, it said a whole lot and you 
see, usually, people who have servants, you do not hear the line from them, I am not 
even worthy for you to come under my roof because if you have servants, chances 
are you do not have a shack over you.  You do not have a shack, you have a pretty 
nice place.  If you have servants, you have a pretty decent roof and the man—the 
centurion said, look, I am not even worthy for you to even come under my roof! 
 
First thing the centurion was humble.  He was rich, but he was humble and it is 
hard to get rich folks who are humble.  It is hard to get folks who do not have 
anything who are humble.  To be perfectly honest about it, there are some pretty 
heavy duty snoop and they do not even have anything, but it is really hard to get 
rich people who are truly humble.  I do not even deserve for you to even come under 
my roof.  You have to come to God, you cannot come to God, Lord, I who am this and 
all of that.  I come before you, Lord and I am here to make my request unto you and 
you do know who I am, do you not?  You cannot come to God in the spirit of who you 
are.  You have to come to God in the spirit of who He is.  The centurion was humble.   
 
The second thing is, the centurion was not coming for himself, nor his blood, he was 
coming for his servant.  Usually when most people came to Jesus, they were coming 
to Jesus for themselves.  They were not coming to Jesus for someone else.  Even the 
other case of where Jesus said the woman had great faith, she was coming for her 
daughter and even that is within the fleshly whim because it is natural for a mother 
to give her all for her child.  That is a thing that reverberates all through nature.  I 
never will forget as a young boy, I was down in the country and I was over at a farm 
praying and there was some little chicks running around and I did not know that 
momma hen was nearby and I went over and I picked up one of those little chicks 
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and mama hen all of a sudden, I saw this big bird coming at me, I still remember!  
That bird ran me into a barbwire thick because I was messing with her chicks. 
 
So it is a natural emotion for momma to give her all, even risk her life for her child, 
but it is not a natural emotion for a master to give his all for his servant.  So he was 
not coming for himself, nor for his blood, he was coming for his servant.  I have 
servants because that is what employees are.  Now we literally have servants in the 
house and I have to admit, as I read and as I began to understand, I had to ask 
myself—would I put myself out like that?  Would I go, would I beg, would I plead, 
would I go for an employee?  See that is another whole level of man, so when Jesus 
said, I have not seen faith like this in all of Israel, Jesus was able to see the entire 
package.  It is like even in Church, you see, we will sometimes, we will do—for 
example, if you have your best friend in church and they do not come to church for 
three or four weeks, you would have called them and asked them where art thou? 
 
But if it is someone that you barely know and you notice they are missing, all you 
say is, I wonder where so and so has been?  Do you worry about and reach out to 
and go the extra mile for someone who is not close to you nor  your blood?  The 
centurion was coming to Jesus, not for himself, not for his blood, but for his servant! 
 
The third thing, the centurion replied, Lord, I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof, but just say the word and my servant will be healed, for I myself am 
a man under authority.  The third thing is, the centurion was under authority.  Do 
you know it is hard to find folks these days who are under authority?  The centurion 
was a man of authority, but he said, first, when he identified himself, he said, I am 
a man under authority.   It is hard today to get folks to just be under authority 
because we want to be in charge!  We want to be the boss and you would never be 
able to go before the throne of God until you learn how to become under authority 
because that is what the whole thing is of even submitting unto God, but see, that 
which you cannot do in the natural, you would not be able to do in the spiritual. 
 
He said I am a man under authority, I can take order!  I can follow order; I can do 
what I am told.  Do you know that that is my biggest problem!  My problem is not 
hearing from God.  I can ask a question and God will answer me the vast majority of 
the time instantly—that is not my problem!  My problem is being under authority!  
My problem is not hearing the word of God, my problem is doing the word of God 
and that is your problem!  Does anyone of you out there right now who are listening 
to me right now, your problem is not hearing the Word of God and it does not even 
matter whether you have the ability to directly hear the word of God, you can read 
it in His work, your problem is not hearing and knowing the word of God, your 
problem is doing the word of God, it is being under the authority, so here this man, 
here the centurion came to Jesus and he said, I am a man under authority.  I can 
take orders!  I can be submissive!  I am under authority! 
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That is a big problem all over the world!  Men are not submitted unto God.  Wives 
are not submitted unto husbands and children are not submitted unto parents.  The 
whole thing flows right on there and the whole thing gets out of order because no 
one wants to be under authority.  Everybody wants to be the boss!  Everybody 
wants to be the big shot!  Everybody wants to be in charge!  Everybody wants to tell 
everyone else what to do!  No one wants to be told what to do!  I am a man under 
authority.  Meaning, I have got somebody above me and when this man gives me an 
order, I do what he says.  I am a man under authority.  Jesus could see all of these 
stuff and He saw this was not an ordinary man who was coming before Him. 
 
The fourth thing is actually over at Luke 7:3-6.  Now, this is the same story retold 
in Luke, but it adds extra few verses to it and this is what those verses say: “The 
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to Him asking Him to 
come and heal his servant.  When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with 
Him.  This man deserves to have you do this because he loves our nation and has 
built our synagogue.  So Jesus went with them.  He was not far from the house 
when the centurion sent friends to say to Him, Lord, do not trouble yourself for I do 
not deserve to have You come under my roof!”  The centurion built a whole church 
by himself.  I told you, he was rich.  See, it takes some money to build a whole—the 
Jew said, he has built a synagogue for us.  Now this is the deep part of this, the 
centurion built a synagogue for them and he was not even a Jew.  He was  Roman 
centurion.  He was not even a Jew, but the man could recognize something even 
though it was not his faith and it was not his religion, he was not even a Jew, but 
yet, he built them a synagogue, so when his servant got in trouble, the elders from 
the synagogue went to Jesus and said, look, you have got to help this man because 
this is the man who built the Lord’s house and that is heavy. 
 
So Jesus, when He saw this man, He understood all of this and see, in verse 11 in 
that eighth chapter of Mathew, it says this and if you notice that—that verse is kind 
of out place as he talks about the centurions because he says, I say to you that many 
will come from the east and the west and will take their places at the feast with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, but the subjects of the 
Kingdom will be thrown outside into darkness where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  Then Jesus said to the centurion, go it will be done just as you 
believe it would and his servant was healed at that very hour. 
 
This is what that verse means, Jesus said, many will come from the east and the 
west, but those who are in the Kingdom, and the chosen ones are going to be in hell.  
This man was not even a part of their faith, but Jesus saw this man coming.  He 
saw this man’s spirit, He saw what this man had done for the Kingdom.  He saw 
this man’s faith and He said, there is going to be a lot of folks coming from the east 
and coming from the west and there are some folks in the kingdom is going to bust 
hell wide open and this man, and some of this stuff is deep!  That is why Jesus said, 
when you get to heaven, you are going to see some folks you did not expect to see!  
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And you are going to look for some folks that you thought for sure would be there 
and they will be nowhere to be found!  There will also be some miracle workers and 
they will be nowhere to be found, but there will be some prostitutes that you did not 
even expect to see and they will be in heaven and some miracle workers you were 
sure would be there will be in the place of darkness with gnashing teeth.  Jesus 
said, from the east and the west—but the very people of the Kingdom are going to 
miss it and sometimes even in the church, the very people who should have it, the 
subjects of the Kingdom will be thrown outside. 
 
So the fourth thing about this man, this man had action and this man had faith, but 
he was not a part of the master’s establishment, he was outside of the organized 
establishment, he was not even in church, but he built one.  So it is deep and 
sometimes, some of the things of God—they perplex us, but when you look on the 
heart, you begin to understand it. 
 
The fifth thing, he understood the power of word!  He said, look Jesus, you do not 
even have to come to my house, I do not deserve you to come to my house, he said, I 
am a man under authority.  When someone speaks, command to me, I follow.  When 
I speak a command to those under me, they follow.  He said, you are a man of 
authority.  All you have to do is speak the word.  Turn to the person next to you and 
point to them and say, you are a person of authority!  The words that you speak, 
they will form and they will manifest whatever you speak into your world and I 
have seen this stuff so clear throughout life, I can tell the direction that people are 
going just by listening to how they are talking.  I can hear and see, right now, the 
country is going through some economic trials and tribulations and you can tell the 
direction folks are going by listening to how they are talking. 
 
If all your talking is gloom and doom and destruction, that is where you are going.  I 
was counseling someone the other day and God spoke a word and He said, tell them 
that that which they focus on is the direction in which they will go.  So whatever 
you are focusing on in, that is the direction—if you focus on how the price of stuff is 
sky rocketing, your money is going down without question.  You can listen to how 
people talk and you can tell from the talk the direction of which they are going.  You 
have to also be careful even getting around folks this talking going down.  I have to 
be careful and sometimes, even when I counsel, after I counsel them so long, I say, 
look, I cannot even talk to you anymore because every time I talk, you are in doubt.  
Every time I talk, that stuff feels like there is somebody taking a bowl of a big 
barrel of honey pointed on me with a swarm of flies after me.  I say, I cannot be 
around you that much because every time I get around you, all you are doing is 
talking gloom and doom and down and down, you have a choice to go down because 
you do not understand the power of your word. 
 
And even though this economy maybe going through some turmoil and some 
tribulation, our company is doing phenomenal, but the President of Bronner 
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Brothers, my brother Bernard, if you are ever around and he did not ever talk 
negative!  Never!  All he talks about is, man, we are going to have the greatest of 
year that we have ever had!  We are going to have a super year!  Stuff is going to be 
great!  And every company in the hair kit industry virtually, but Bronner Brothers 
has gone down, but the President talks of—you will never hear him talking down!  
And he went and bought a Bentley in the time when the economy was going down, 
but he talked a different kind of talk and as a result, it changed things.  
 
Now, he did make changes in the company.  He slimmed us down.  He got us 
efficient.  We cut expenses.  We got prepared for some stuff, but the talk was always 
that we are going to do great!  Psalm 91—that is what it says, a thousand will fall 
at your side and ten thousand—they will get some help, but he said, but only with 
that eye will you see this stuff and that is the way I feel.  I know the economy is 
going to pop.  We have got some stuff coming on this nation, you have not seen 
anything yet, but only with my eyes that I see that stuff.  It is not going to bother 
me.  I declare it right now from the heaven!  It is not going to bother me! 
 
So, famine has always come to the land that is natural, it is a part of nature, but it 
is not going to bother me!  God’s work promises that, so I speak that which is to be 
and even with my company, the business that we are in!  That whole segment is 
down, but we have higher sales this year than we have had in five years, so stuff 
can be down all around you, but it depends upon what are you speaking about 
tomorrow and that will make a difference in what is going to happen to you 
tomorrow. 
 
The sixth thing is this—he had his own affairs in order and that is what Jesus could 
see.  When Jesus came and they said, look, this man has built a church for us, this 
man has served us, this man is in a responsible position.  He has over a hundred—
he had his own stuff in order.  One of the things that God will look at just in you, it 
is not just that He looks at faith, He looks at faithfulness!  See, sometimes, we have 
faith, but no faithfulness!  You have got to have some faithfulness, you cannot just 
have faith without faithfulness!  The centurion was faithful.  See, he was faithful to 
his job, he was faithful to managing his stuff, the centurion was faithful.  Now, see 
my dad had never looked too much at faith when he looked at faithfulness and he 
would always ask before folks gave him, he said, how is your faith doing?  And he 
could tell, if the man was not faithful to his stuff, my daddy did not want his advice!  
How is your stuff?  How is it working for you?   
 
So this man was—he was faithful!   
 
The seventh thing, this man believed he was headed for good results.  If you just 
speak the word, my servant will be healed.  He did not even doubt about it!  If you 
just speak the word, my servant will be here!  All he had to do was just say it and 
then he figured Jesus was going to say it, so he said, it is already done!  See, I told 
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you I am going to buy a smart car, but I got a Rolls Royce coming!  There is 
absolutely no question about it.  You are going to see that the Pastor has this little 
bitty car because that is what many of you all need to drive, but many of you will 
never get to the level where you can handle a Rolls Royce.  I just told you that.  I am 
not going to say that most of this congregation will be driving around in $300,000.00 
or $400,000.00 car.  It is not going to happen.  Most of you will need to get that 
smart car and you will be just as happy in a smart car. 
 
But, when you speak the word in your life people, he believed his future was going 
to bright.  Your future is going to be bright if you believe it, if you are faithful to 
God’s word, if you follow what He says, if you come under authority, God is going to 
bless you. 
 
I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 
the Word! 
 
Amen!  Amen! 


