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Pastor Nathaniel Bronner  Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because 
brother you need the word. 
 
Today I am beginning a three part series entitled, “How to survive a famine”.  The 
definition of the word famine is a drastic, wide-reaching food shortage.  A drastic 
shortage, a dearth, a severe hunger or starvation and dearth means a scarce supply, 
a lack.   
 
The word famine occurs in 84 verses in the Bible, and people I am here to tell you 
that we are headed for modern day famine.  We are headed for a lack; we are 
headed for a shortage of supply not just in other material things but even 
eventually of food. 
 
When Abraham went to Egypt and if you remember the story that when he told the 
people that Sarah was his sister, the reason that Abraham was headed to Egypt 
was because of famine.  Genesis 12, beginning at Verse 10 read, “Now there was a 
famine in the land and Abraham went down to Egypt to dwell there for the famine 
was severe in the land”.  And it came to pass when he was close to entering Egypt 
that he said to Sarah his wife, “Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful 
countenance.  Therefore, it will happen when the Egyptians see you that they will 
say, this is his wife and they will kill me, but they will let you live.  Please say you 
are my sister that it maybe well with me for your sake and that I may live because 
of you.” 
 
So Abraham in these famous set of verses, he was going to Egypt because there was 
famine in the land where he was.  So he had to go where there was some food.  The 
same thing happened to his son Isaac.  In Genesis 26 beginning at the first verse, 
“There was famine in the land besides the first famine that was in the days of 
Abraham, and Isaac went to Abimelech, King of the Philistines and Gerar.  Then 
the Lord appeared to him and said,  “Do not go down to Egypt, live in the land of 
which I shall tell you”.  So Isaac dwelt in the land of Gerar and the men of the place 
asked about his wife and he said “she is my sister” for he was afraid to say she is my 
wife because he thought less the men of the place kill me for Rebecca because she is 
beautiful to behold.  So both Abraham and Isaac had to leave the land where they 
dwelled and go to another land with their beautiful wives because of famine. 
 
Now an interesting thing about this to understand is, these were the chosen people 
and they were hungry.  This is Abraham and Isaac.  I will show you later on the 
same thing happened to Jacob, which means that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, they 
were going through shortage, they were going through a lack, they had to move, 
they had to leave, they had to go seeking somewhere else because they were hungry, 
because there was no food in the land.  Famine is a cyclical thing that happens 
throughout history to all nations, all people, all land, all cultures and all religions, 
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and the United States now is getting ready to move into an arena of famine of 
where we are going to be short of some stuff. 
 
Have you all recognized that you are starting to have some shortages?  Have you all 
recognized that things are now becoming more difficult, is becoming more difficult 
in almost every arena?  And I like to think about prosperity.  I would like to preach 
prosperity but I know it is some famine coming upon this land, and you have got to 
know how to survive in a famine.  If you do not understand the keys and if you do 
not understand the principles of how to survive in a famine, you will starve to 
death.  You will go through great trouble and turmoil and lack and dearth and 
possibly even death because you do not understand how to survive in a famine.  And 
God wants to send you a word now, so that you are able to survive and some even to 
prosper in the midst of famine.   
 
Famine can hit anyone.  Just because you are walking with God, it does not mean 
you will not be affected.  If that were the case, it would not have affected Abraham 
and it would not have affected Isaac, and it would not have affected Jacob.  In Luke 
4 beginning at the 24th verse, Jesus is saying here, then he said, “Assuredly, I say to 
you no prophet is accepted in his own country.  But I tell you truly, many widows 
were in Israel in the days of Elijah when the heaven was shut up three years and 
six months.  Forty-two months and there was a great famine throughout all the 
land.  But unto none of them was Elijah sent, except to Zarephath in the region of 
Sidon to a woman who was a widow.  And many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Elijah the prophet and none of them were cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”  So 
all those in the Synagogue when they heard these things were filled with wrath.  
They got mad when Jesus told them that. 
 
Let me tell you what Jesus told them, paraphrasing in modern language.  He said, 
“Look, when there was a famine in the land, supernatural provision was only sent 
to the widow of Zarephath in Sidon.”  She was not a Jew and God only sent 
supernatural provision to a one woman only in another land who was not in the 
church.  Now that is deep! That is a heavy-duty thing.  This is Jesus talking.  He 
said, “Look, he did not send all of you in the church, he did not send not one single 
loaf of bread as a supernatural provision.  He sent it away over that for another 
land.  He said, “There were many lepers in Israel.”  Many of you were sick and he 
did not send supernatural healing too.  But one man, Naaman, a Syrian, was only 
some other guy.  God only sent supernatural provision and supernatural healing to 
some other folk and not to the folk in the church of the Synagogue, and they just got 
mad at Jesus.  They got mad at him.  I do not want us to be in a position where 
when famine hits, all the folks outside of the church get supernatural provision and 
we are sitting up here like the Jews were in that day and God has to send his 
provision somewhere else because we are not prepared and we are not ready to 
receive.  We need to be able to get the supernatural vision both in terms of stuff and 
in terms of provision and healing.  We do not need to be sitting up dying in the 
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church.  But if we do not know and if we do not prepare, it will be just like in the 
days of old.  We will be broke, starving and sick in the church, and mad when the 
word comes and ready to kill the bearer of the news. 
 
“So pastor, how do we get to the point of where we can receive and where we are not 
caught like they were?”  The two most famous famines of the Egyptian famine that 
we are all familiar with, it is a story where Joseph was cast into the prison.  He had 
to dream and he interpreted the bakers, he interpreted the dreams and they 
brought him out later before Pharaoh.  Pharaoh said, “Look I had these dreams, no 
one can interpret it.  This is what I dreamed.  I dream that there were seven fat 
cows and seven skinny cows, and seven big ears of corn and seven skinny ears of 
corn.  What does that mean?  No one in m y kingdom can interpret it.”  Joseph was 
able to tell Pharaoh that the dream meant there are going be seven years of plenty 
and seven years of famine.  And because Joseph was able to interpret Pharaoh’s 
dream, Pharaoh was able to then put some plans in place that made Pharaoh the 
richest man in the land.  And at the end of it, Pharaoh virtually owned everybody 
because Pharaoh had food.  Now see, this is another one of his principle.  Pharaoh 
was not a man of God.  Pharaoh was not a man of God; he did not believe in the 
Almighty God.  The head of the Egyptian, he believed in Ra, in Horus and Osiris.  
He believed in the Egyptian god. 
 
Pharaoh was not even a man of God but yet Pharaoh ended up, and all of the folk of 
God had to come to Pharaoh to beg food.  There is something wrong with that, but it 
is real.  And even in the church sometimes, the questioned folks have to go through 
the ungodly folk to beg sustenance.  There is nothing new about that thing, so if we 
do not know and if we are not prepared for a famine, we are going to be in the shape 
where we have to be down on our knees begging ungodly folks for food. 
 
Pharaoh ended up owning everything the folks had, and again, famine got so severe 
after they had sold Pharaoh everything to get food.  They came to Pharaoh and said, 
“Pharaoh, look, we do not even have anything else to sell you.  All we have is 
ourselves” so they sold themselves and their children into slavery to Pharaoh 
because Pharaoh has the divine word.  So how did Pharaoh have it and nobody else 
had it? 
 
So these are some of the keys that we in the church need to understand because 
people, I tell you, famine is coming.  And if we do not understand the stuff and we 
do not know—you see, there are really three levels in famine.  There is the lowest 
level where folks just starve to death.  You just starve.  You cannot get any food and 
if you do not eat long enough, you see the difference between famine and fasting.  It 
is one of voluntary versus forced.   
 
Now we just completed the program at power42.com where we went on a seven-day 
fast.  That is a voluntary situation.  You had plenty of food in your refrigerator you 
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just had to push away from it.  That is a lot different from a famine.  See, in a 
famine, there is no food in the refrigerator.  Your refrigerator has been repossessed, 
your power has been cut off.  That is the difference in famine.  So in famine, it is 
entirely different than a voluntary situation.  But there are three levels in a famine.  
There is the lowest level where basically, people starve to death or nearly starve to 
death.  There is the second level in a famine where you get back.  You are not 
starving but you have just barely enough.  There is a third level in a famine and 
those people who are at that level actually prosper greater than ever.  Pharaoh had 
more than ever during the famine because he had his stuff in everybody else’s.   
 
We are experiencing that now even as gas prices and food prices escalate.  See as 
gas prices escalate in recently record levels, there are still three categories.  There 
are those at the first level where the gas price increases, just about crushed.  It is 
pouring money out of the budget.  They cannot pay their mortgage, just about 
crushed in economic.  There is a middle level where it really had made that much 
difference.  They feel it but it has not made a major impact.  And there is the other 
level, those are the folks who own a gas company.  Because when you are paying 
out, the money is going somewhere, who do you think is getting it? 
 
I remember when Elijah preached his series dealing with money.  Elijah says that 
he had bought a whole lot of gas company stock.  He was moving on the third level.  
And he said every time he went to the pump and he saw the gas price shooting up, 
and he would say “wee!” because he owns stock in the gas company. 
 
So it is a difference of perspective of how you do it, but it is also how you are 
positioned, and we are not positioned correctly.  When famine comes, we are going 
to starve in the church.  So how do we get prepared and what do we do to prepare 
for the oncoming famine, because people I am telling you, it is coming.  I mean this 
country is headed for struggles like we have never seen before, and I want to give 
you knowledge where you can at least be in the second group and preferably be in 
the third group where when famine comes, you prosper. 
 
When Elijah bought stock in the gas company, if he has not bought it, it would have 
made anybody else any difference in the world.  But it had to do with having some 
knowledge.  See, Elijah had sent me a video clip, months earlier where this expert 
was talking about how gas was going to skyrocket and the prices are going to go up.  
A whole lot of people saw it but very few people acted upon it.  Elijah acted on it and 
he bought in some stock.  And every time the price of gas kicked up, his stock value 
kicked up. 
 
You have to learn how to survive, and that is the first level.  That is the title, how to 
survive in a famine, but I do not just like to survive.  I like to prosper.  I do not just 
like to survive, but you have to survive before you can prosper, so I want to at least 
head where you are surviving. 
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I want to give you the first key, and I have to tell you a story to kind of explain how 
this first teaching is about.  I was buying a piece of machinery from China.  I need 
to expand some production opacity in my company.  I know some of you are saying, 
“Well pastor, why are you buying equipment from China?”  Let me tell you why I 
am buying the equipment from China.  The piece of equipment from China cost me 
$30,000.  That same piece of equipment with the same capacity from the US is 
$120,000.  That is why I am buying from China.  I cannot afford to buy to US, that 
is why I am buying from China.  That is why when most of you go in most of your 
store, when you look on the back it says made in China.  I just gave you the example 
early as I was telling you about the program in notalk.com and the cross pen that I 
bought.  Well when I turned the pen around to see where it was made, guess where 
it was made?  In China!  See, the cross pen that I am going to write all of my super 
spiritual stuff on was made in China.  So this is one of the reasons as to why the US 
is headed for famine because our deficit of trade is seriously in the negative and we 
have become a debtor nation. 
 
The Bible tells you that the borrower becomes slave to the lender.  So this country is 
moving into slavery because we are a debtor nation.  So it is sooner or later we are 
just going to have issues and that is the very reason.  So anyway, that is why I was 
buying the machinery from China.  So when you buy from China, you have to use 
international wire transfers and I sent him in the first 1/3 deposit then I sent them 
the second 1/3 deposit, and finally I sent them the last 1/3.  He emailed me back and 
he said, “You have sent this to the wrong account.”  He had sent me two accounts to 
wire the money to, one was a major account and one he said was his personal 
account, because I ordered some parts for the earlier machine that I bought from 
China before.  So I sent it to his personal account and I had sent the last payment to 
his personal account, not realizing that was not the main account.  So he sent me an 
email and he said, “Look, because of our import laws and currency laws, I have to 
send you this money back and you have to send it to the main account, but it is 
going to take several days for it to get back to you.”   
 
So he said that he had gone to the bank, he had wired me the money back.  It was 
$11,412.  He sent me a scan of the receipt of where he had wired the money but he 
said you are not going to get the money for another three days.  So I was sitting 
down on my computer looking at the scan and I said, this man want me to send him 
another $11,412.  I have no machine and I see he is properly pretty honest but this 
thing, I could lose.  If he gets this last little bit of money, this man will have $41,000 
of my money.  I was sitting there and I sent him an email, and I said, “I am going to 
send you the money again before I get the money that you sent back to me.”  And 
then he sent an email and he said, “I am going to send you machine” because their 
English is sometimes not the best in the world.  He said—but he had a line, the last 
line I knew was odd.  And the last line said, “Don’t worry about it.” It was odd 
because all of his communication before ‘don’t’ is a contraction of ‘do not’.  He had 
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never used a contraction before and I think it was odd.  So I went to the bank and 
said I am getting ready to leave for these seven days of notalk, that is why I could 
not wait.  I had to send the money because I will be gone for seven days.  It would 
delay my machine.  So I had to make that decision and go ahead and do it.   
 
So I had a time pressure on me.  I went to the bank actually on Saturday, wired him 
the money.  When I got back, I said, let me read that email again just to reassure 
myself “do not worry about it”.  I got on my computer and I searched for the email.  I 
did not see it.  I said wait a minute, so then I went in and I ordered the emails in 
the from, so I had his name where I could read every email that was from him.  I 
did not see the email!  I said wait a minute, I know I just got to reading the scans.  I 
have got three computers and sometimes, it will be on my home computer, my office 
computer, my notebook.  I have only been on my office and my home computer, so I 
know the email was here, because that is the email I read the scan on.  I said I 
know it is here; maybe I deleted it.  So I looked in trash folder because all of the 
deleted stuff will go to the trash folder and I had not cleared out the trash email, it 
was not there.  I spent ten minutes searching for that email.  It had totally and 
completely disappeared. 
 
And I was sitting there in my home office and I imagine my wife is wondering what 
in the world was going on because I was sitting there and talking about “whoa!” 
 
You know, sometimes when God does that, I could not even be quiet about the 
thing.  I am just sitting there at my desk and whoa, goodness! I recognized that the 
email was not from natural sources.  And I recognized since that it just absolutely 
disappeared from my computer, no natural explanation whatsoever that it was God 
telling me about the money.  “Don’t worry about it.” 
 
So the first key of surviving in a famine is do not worry about it.  Do not let worry, 
tension, and all of the psychological aggravation, do not—see that stuff can consume 
your mind.  And so you can be up all night long with your eyes just both wide open, 
worrying about money.  You wake up the next day, your eyes are red and burning 
because you have been up all night long worrying.  Look, do not worry about it!  
Jesus tried to tell you this.  He said, “Look, do you not see the sea and the birds, 
how God has cloned all of them.  He says if he calls out what makes you think it will 
not get you.  He says do not worry about what you shall eat; do not worry about 
what you shall drink.  It is the haters that worry about all of these stuffs.  Jesus 
said do not even worry about it. 
 
So the first thing is that you have to get in to your spirit.  Do not worry about it.  
See all of the stuff about all of the coming stuff, it can have you just worry to death.  
Have your health fall to that.  It can break your body, mind and spirit down because 
you worried about it.  You are going to work and walk by walk, “What if I will lose 
my job?”  Well, worrying about it is not going to help you, so do not worry about it.  
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What if it is not?  So what! Psychologists have shown that 99% of the stuff people 
worry about never happen.  So do not worry, that is the first key.  That is the first 
key to how to survive in a famine, just do not worry about it.   
 
When you are in God’s hand and if he takes care for people and the leaders of the 
field, and I know that this is the child of God, I am not worried about what was 
going to happen.  Do not worry about it.  Turn to the person next to you and tell 
them do not worry about it.  Do not worry about it! Famine may be coming, war may 
be coming, we see all these stuff.  Jesus told look, he said there are going to be wars 
and rumors of wars.  He said these things must be, so this stuff must come.  Yes, we 
are going to have some trouble in this country.  Absolutely without question, it is 
coming.  The experts say it, the prophets say it, we are going to have some trouble 
in this country but these things must come. 
 
So when you understand it must come, you understand it must come.  It must come 
but it does not have to come at you.  That is the big difference.  See, that is why that 
91st Psalms is important.  A thousand will fall at the left and 10,000 at the right but 
it shall not come to this.  See, these things must come.  They must come but it does 
not have to come at you.  It does not have to, but it does not mean it will not.  And 
you have to make sure that we are not like those in the old where the only provision 
God sent was to somebody else because he could not trust his folks because they 
were not doing right.  There is a reason God did not send the provision, that is 
because they were not doing right.  So it does not have to come at us but if we do not 
do right, it is going to hit us harder than it hit everybody else, and we are going to 
be down on our knees begging to the ungodly folks for bread. 
 
Keys to how to survive in a famine, I am going to continue and give you the other 
keys in the next two messages.  There will be messages number 5411 and 5412.  
This is message number 5410.  You need to hear all three of them.  We thank you 
for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the word.   
 
Amen, amen and amen.  I truly believe that God wants his people pass for it.  He 
does not want us in famine and he does not want us in lack, so he is sending word 
and wisdom that will help us survive and prosper, amen. 
 
You are listening to airjesus.com and the online word.com.  You just watched the 
first message in the How to Survive in a Famine series by Nathaniel Bronner.  This 
message is number 5410.  To listen to the entire series, click series on airjesus.com 
or the online word.com, listen to airjesus.com and the online word.com often and 
keep your spirit charged up. 
 
  


