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Nathaniel Bronner:  Welcome to Brothers of the Word because Brother 
you need the Word.  And today I want to speak upon something that God breathe 
into my spirit for today and I was actually lying down as I heard God speak this 
sentence to me that yet meant so much to me.  It was simply, “But for the grace of 
God”.  It is a popular saying that dates way back, the whole entire saying goes, 
“There go I, but for the grace of God” and I wanted a research to find it exactly what 
was the origin of this statement because it is not exactly a biblical statement.  It is 
true in a biblical sense, but it is not verbatim from the bible—“There but for the 
grace of God go I.” 
 
It actually came from a man called John Bradford and this is his story.  On seeing 
several criminals being led into the scaffold in the 16th Century, English protestant 
martyr John Bradford remarked, ‘there but for the grace of God’ goes John 
Bradford.  His words without his name are still very common once today for 
expressing one’s blessings compared to the faith of another.  John Bradford was 
often referred too as ‘Holy Bradford’, not out of any disrespect but out of the respect 
for his dedication to God. 
 
In 1550, during the reign of Edward VI of England, he was ordained as a priest by 
Bishop Nicholas Ridley to serve as a roving chaplain.  Following Edward the VI 
early death in 1553, the catholic Mary Tudor ascended to the throne.  In the first 
month of her reign, Bradford, who had become somewhat well-known for his 
devotion to the Church of England, was arrested and imprisoned on a trivial charge 
of trying to stir up a mob.  Confined to the tower of London, he would never be a 
freeman again. 
 
During his time in prison, he continued to write religious works and preached to all 
who would listen.  At one point, he was put in a cell with three other reformers—
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, Bishop Nicholas Ridley (the same bishop who had 
ordained him) and Hugh Latimer.  Their time was spent in careful study of the New 
Testament.  All four were to become martyrs.  At some time during his 
imprisonment, he witnessed a group of prisoners being led to their execution and 
remarked, “There but for the grace of God, goes John Bradford,” the phrase for 
which he is best remembered and which has survived him—“There but by the grace 
of God go I.” 
 
But on January 31, 1555, John Bradford was tried and condemned to death with all 
the others, and on either the 30th or 15th of July, he was brought to Newgate Prison 
to be burned at the stake.  Though scheduled for four o’clock in the morning, the 
burning was delayed due to the large crowd that had gathered.  He was chained to 
the stake at Smithfield with a young man John Leaf.  Before the fire was lit, he 
begged forgiveness of any he had wronged, and offered forgiveness to those who 
have wronged him.  He subsequently turned to his fellowman and said, “Be of good 
comfort brother, for we shall have a merry supper with the Lord this night.”  A 
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writer his period recorded that he endured the flame “as fresh gale of wind on a hot 
summer’s day, confirming by his death the truth of that doctrine he had so 
diligently and powerfully preached during his life.” 
 
So, this is the story of a man who originally is credited of making the quote “There 
but by the grace of God go I.”  And he looked out of his prison cell and saw other 
man about to be put to death and later because of his belief in God, put himself into 
death.  Back in those days, if you did not fully agree with the church, you just did 
not just get put out of the church, sometimes you just got burned up or hang up or 
all kinds—you just did not disagree with preacher back in those days.  So, it was a 
rough thing if you had an issue even when we look at the man—William Tyndale, 
who was a man credited with transcribing and translating the bible in the English, 
he was burned at the stake because back then only the priest can read the Bible.  
So, any man who translated it the out of the language that the common people could 
not read, he was subjected and they killed him.  That is the bottom line, they just 
killed him. 
 
So sometimes, if you did not fully agree, you had problems and Bradford was a 
protestant and he believed so completely in the Bible.  That is why Jesus told the 
Pharisees, “Look, you kill all the prophets before me.”  The point is Bradford told 
others and said, “It is only by the grace of God that I am not in that condition.”  But 
yet, when he was placed in that condition, and here was a man tied to a stake and 
they are getting ready to light the fire, and he looks over to the other fellow tied and 
he is getting ready to get toasted to and simply tells him, “Are we going to be at the 
Lord’s supper tonight?” 
 
Now, that takes some Christian belief.  I mean, most of us, if we stomped our toe, 
we have some issues.  This man is getting ready to get burned at the stake and yet 
he understands—that is why your real religion is not really tested in good times.  
This is a real literal test of being put through the fire to test your religion.  Most of 
us sometimes cannot handle church if the air condition is not turned-on.  Can you 
imagine having to stand by your beliefs and often times what they would do, they 
would let you off, they would free you if would recant.  If you would say, “No, I do 
not believe any of the stuff I have been saying,” then they would free you.  Do you 
know if a lot of us were put on that stake and they came out with their torches and 
start lighting those twigs and that fire went to crackling and we started smelling 
that smoke?—a lot of us would back off of our Christian beliefs. 
 
But, here was a man who understood life after death and he understood the grace of 
God.  It was interesting that in our last weekday service I had my oldest son come 
up and read the scripture and I told him beforehand, I said, “Son, I want you to read 
the scripture and I want you to pray.  And he said, “What scripture do you want me 
to read?”  And I said, “You just pick one.” 
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So when he came up to read the scripture, this is what he read.  “It is better to have 
respect than good perfume.  The day a person dies is better than the day a person is 
born.  It is better to go to a funeral than a party.  We all must die.  Everyone living 
should think about this.  That is what he read.  I said that that is a deep verse for a 
12-year-old boy to pick out and read.  John Bradford understood that.  And he 
understood that as he had served the God, that even at the point of his death, he 
was going to a better place.  But he also understood that—but by the grace of God, 
there go I. 
 
And sometimes we do not understand God’s real grace.  And one of the big reasons 
why we do not understand God’s real grace is because we become so judgmental, 
and we look at others and we judge others and by judging others, it makes us feel 
better.  It is a classic parable that Jesus told a story, and I just want to read it 
quickly in Luke 18:9, Jesus told this story to some people who thought they were 
very good and look down in everyone else.  A Pharisee and a tax collector both went 
to the temple to pray.  The Pharisee stood alone and pray, “God I thank you that I 
am not like the other people who steal, cheat or take part in adultery or even like 
this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and I give one tenth of everything I get.”  The 
tax collector standing at a distance would not even look up to heaven, but he beat on 
his chest because he was so sad.  He said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  I tell 
you when this man went home, he was right with God, but the Pharisee was not.  
All who make themselves great will be made humble but all who make themselves 
humble will be great.” 
 
The tax collector understood all of his flaws and the Pharisee, which is the modern 
equivalent of the preacher, did not understand that.  Sometimes, we as Christians 
have a tendency to forget that ‘but by the grace of God, there go I.  We forget about 
that thing.  It is easy for us to tell what we are not doing.  That is what the Pharisee 
sees it.  “Lord, I thank you that I am not cheating, I am not stealing, I am not 
withholding my times.”  You see, we always tell what we are not doing, what we do 
not tell is what we are doing.  That is the part that you never hear, publicly made.  
We will always tell the good stuff, we do not tell the bad stuff and see everyone has 
that stuff. Everyone no matter who you are, everyone has that stuff, and if it were 
not for the grace of God, there go I. 
 
I have had just some personal experience.  I remember once when I was in 
California.  I was at the breakfast early that morning.  I am really health oriented 
and I saw this man all out of sheet had on his plate.  He just have all these mess on 
his plate.  He had all these grease and butter just oozing everywhere.  He just have 
a pile of mess on his plate and you could tell it.  And I was looking at the man and I 
said, “Lord, have mercy.”  This man, does he know that he is just messy, all and out 
the sheet.  I am just telling you the truth.  That is exactly what was going through 
my head because I was sitting and I was in a good shape.  I have a lot of fruit down 
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at my plate.  My plates were just clean, it is just healthy looking.  I am just judging 
this man. 
 
And God spoke to me.  And he said that man is living to the best of his knowledge.  
He said, you got melon and you got citrus fruit on your plate and he said, “You know 
that, then combined it well.”  He said that man is living to the best of his knowledge 
and you are not doing the best what you know how to do, and that taught me a 
serious lesson.  I was judging another manner of one’s in my mind.  And I was 
looking at some of the stuff that he was doing and saying to my self, “That is just 
our shame!”  Have you all ever said that about to someone?  I mean, do you know 
someone else who had said that about someone else?  Do you know someone and 
they have said that about—“that is just a shame!” and that was what I was saying 
to myself—“that is just a shame!” 
 
And God spoke to me, he said, if you came from the background that he came from, 
you would be doing worse than he is.  So, I have learned just some things about 
judgment and judging others.  And really, that is why the bible has Judge and not 
‘let he be judge.’  And you will be judged by the same standards that meet on people.  
I just do not want to deal with the harsh standard of the judgment because of all of 
the flaws and I need grace because ‘but for the grace of God, I would be in some 
serious trouble.  And in every single area of my life, I would be in some serious 
trouble.  And it has nothing to do with that I have not really otherwise on a good 
life.  That has nothing to do with because all of our will to misdeal is stupidity.  You 
see, there is not one of us who is not recklessly spared somewhere, on the way to 
somewhere where it lay.  There is not one of us who has not done that.  There is not 
a one of us who is not driven and we have been sleeping and not at the will.  What is 
the difference between you who was saved and someone else who went on a ditch 
and wrap around or treat and that was seriously injured for life.  What is the 
difference?  What saved you?  What made you worthy when you were doing the 
same thing they were doing or possibly even worse?  What made you worthy?  But 
by the grace of God, there go I. 
 
So, I have seen some things.  I remember once, I was at my office when a man came 
out to interview me for a magazine.  And when he came and he came into my office, 
he was in a wheel chair.  He interviewed and as I walked him out and walked him 
to his van, I asked him, I said, “Do you mind if I ask what happened?”  He said, “I 
fell off of a motor cycle when I was young and when I felt off the motorcycle it 
paralyzed me.”  And my mind flashed back when I was 14 years old.  Young, acting 
a fool, 87 miles per hour on a curve and lost controlled.  I walked away scratched 
but not broken.  How many of you have been scratched but not broken?  And I 
walked away scratched but not broken. 
 
Actually, it was a Christian magazine that the man was working for.  So, I am 
asking to my self why is it that I am saved and kept hold, and why is it this man is 
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broken and paralyze?  It was ‘but for the grace of God, there go I.  In so many 
things, I could go right down the list of things after thing after thing, after thing 
and understand that it is not my goodness that has kept me.  Now, it makes a 
difference but sometimes, this is one thing you have to understand about grace.  
God is full of mercy.  He is full of grace but he is not endless.  And when you read 
the bible, you begin to see that.  I had recently started reading just some of the 
Major Prophets and that stuff is just rough.  And almost all of what the major 
prophets talked about most of the time of the transgressions of the children of Israel 
and how God gave them chance after chance after chance after chance until he just 
got tired of it.  And when he got tired of it, He did not bring destruction on them. 
 
Most of us would not give people chance after chance after chance, probably, I can 
just mess up with you one time.  And we mess up, I do not know how many times, 
and God sometimes, He gave the children of Israel years and generations to get 
right.  Sometimes God will give us years to get right.  Years to get to do what His 
word says, he gives us grace and mercy that we do not even deserve.  And as he 
spoke back to me that to me that day—but for the grace of God.  Oh my goodness, 
what condition would I be if it were not for the grace of God.  And hold what 
condition you would be if it was not for the grace of God.  And you see, some of you 
are thinking in your minds right now, “Well pastor, I am in bad shape,” no, you are 
not.  You have some issues, but you are not in real bad shape.  For most of you to be 
honest, about 80% of you, all of your problems will be solved, you think, with money.  
About 80% of you right now would think, “Lord, if I had a million dollars in the 
bank, I will be straight.”  How many of you think of that, right now?  Go ahead raise 
your hands.  A lot of you are thinking right now, Lord if I have a million dollars on 
the bank right now, I will be straight!  So, a lot of are thinking that most to your 
problems would be solved if you could just get some money in the bank. 
 
So, in truth, God has kept you preserved.  He lifted you up and He kept you from so 
much stuff that when you really understand how much his grace has truly kept you.  
You do not even understand about money until you travel.  We do not have real 
poverty in the US.  You do not even understand about money to your travel.  For 
most of us, you got running water, you got heat on, you got all you could eat, you got 
it all, you got rules over your head—you do not even understand about poverty until 
you travel, until what you see is a precious commodity, just to have water it did not 
make you sick.  You do not even understand this stuff.  So, when we truly 
understand the real grace of God, then we will see how blessed, how blessed we are. 
 
Romans 5:6 says, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for 
a good man some would even dare to die.  But commended His love toward us, in 
that, while we where yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more than, being now 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  Let me read this 
in other translation so you can understand it. 
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When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us 
sinners.  Now, no one is likely to die for a good person, though someone might be 
willing to die for a person who is especially good.  But God showed His great love for 
us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  Basically, what Paul 
is saying, if we are going to die for a good person, how many of you are going to die 
for somebody?  Sometimes, the only time you might get that is sometimes Mama 
might be willing to die for her child. 
 
So, the bible says here that scarcely people would die for a good person even now if 
it is a real good person, but it says Christ came to die for sinners.  For all of us with 
all of our filthy stuff and our mess—Christ came to die for sinners.  You see, a 
mother will sometimes die for her child.  But God, who is loved, will send his child 
to die for you.  You see, that is one thing a mother will not do.  Mother may die for 
her child but she is not losing her child to die for sinner, but God will—but for the 
grace of God, they go I. 
 
So people, have you thank God for his grace lately instead of begging him for some 
most stuff?  Complaining about what is wrong.  Have you thank God for his grace?  
I recognize that I may not have everything that I won’t, but they are far more 
things that I do not want that I do not have, then, there are the things that I do 
want that I do not have.  I do not have a whole lot of stuff that I am glad I do not 
have.  And God has blessed me in untold measure just as He has you.  ‘But by the 
grace of God,’ if it was not for the grace of God, first, I would not be here.  Second, I 
would not be standing here.  I maybe in a wheel chair but I am standing here by the 
grace of God.  So, I understand the grace of God.  And that same grace God has 
sprayed over you.  That same love God has sprayed over you—but by the grace of 
God.  The devil will only bring before you the things that you think you are missing. 
 
And let me give you another thing.  It is God’s grace that has kept you from some of 
the stuff you want.  It is God’s grace that he has kept you from some of the stuff you 
want.  Some of you, if you had those million dollars, you would be messed up in a 
month, it is God’s grace that he has kept you from some of the stuff and some of the 
people that you want.  ‘But for the grace of God, they are go I,’ and Lord I just thank 
you for sending your son, for having grace over me all of my life.  Lord I thank you 
that I have not had to deal with just this but mercy because there had been many 
things and too much stuff in this world I have been wrong off.  And that 87 miles, I 
was breaking every limit known but I was wrong, but I had grace.  You have been 
wrong, but you had grace. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because Brother you 
need the word. 
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As we prepare to close out, I just want us to just listen to a song.  As I was 
preparing the sermon, I was listening to a radio station and the song just came on.  
It was timing and I knew that it was divine, so I just want you to just bow your 
heads and just listen to the song it is about Darwin Hobbs and it is just called ‘Your 
Grace.’ 
 
[Music Playing] 
 
Listen to message number 5415 by Nathaniel Bronner.  To hear other messages or 
to send this message number 5415 to a friend, simply go to airjesus.com and the 
onlineword.com.  This has been message number 5415, “But for the Grace of God.”  
Listen to airjesus.com and the onlineword.com often and keep your spirit charged-
up. 


