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Nathaniel Bronner Jr.:  Welcome to brothers of the word, because 

brother you need the word.  And today, we are going to take our scripture 

from the book of Jeremiah the 18th chapter.  I am going to begin at the first 

verse.  And follow along with me as I read because I will be reading from the 

new living translation so that you will understand it clearly.  And it reads the 

Lord gave another message to Jeremiah he said, Go down to the shop where 

clay pots and jars are made, I will speak to you while you were there. So I did 

as he told me and found the potter working at his wheel. 

 

But the jar he was making did not turn as he had hoped.  So the potters 

squashed the jar into a lump of clay and started again.  Then the Lord gave 

me this message, Oh Israel can I not do to you as this potter has done to his 

clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand.  If I announce 

that a certain nation or kingdom is to be uprooted torn down and destroyed 

but then that nation renounces its evil ways I will not destroy as I had 

planned.  And if I announced that I would build up and plant a certain nation 

or kingdom making it strong and great, but then that nation turn to evil and 

refuse to obey me I will not bless that nation as I had said I would. 

 

Therefore, Jeremiah go and warn all Judah and Jerusalem say to them this is 

what the Lord says.  I am planning disaster against you instead of good.  So 

turn from your evil ways each of you and do what is liked.  But they replied 

do not waste your breath.  We will continue to live as we want to following 

our own evil desires.  Then the Lord said, has anyone ever heard of such a 

thing even among the pagan nations?  My virgin Israel has done something 

too terrible to understand.  Does the snow ever melt high up in the 

mountains of Lebanon?  Do the cold flowing streams from the crags of Mount 

Hermon ever run dry? These can be counted on but not my people. 

 

For they have deserted me and turned to worthless idols.  They have 

stumbled off of the ancient highways of good and they walked the muddy 

paths of sin.  Therefore, their land will become desolate a monument to their 

stupidity.  All who pass by will astonished and shake their heads in 

amazement at its utter desolation.  I will scatter my people before their 

enemies as the east wind scatters dust.  And in all their trouble I will turn 

my back on them and refuse to notice their distress.  Then the people said, 

come on let us find a way to stop Jeremiah.  We have our own priest and wise 

men in prophets.  We do not need him to teach the Lord and give us advice 

and prophecies.  Let us spread rumors about him and ignore what he says.  

Lord, help me!  Listen to what they are planning to do to me! 

 

I just read for you Jeremiah the 18th chapter the first through the 19th verse.  

And as I was working on last week’s sermon number 5418 called The Devil in 

the Dirt, God spoke to me as I was reading about how the clay interacted 



with the potter in that those verses and he simply spoke these words as he 

referred to people in his kingdom.  And the words that he spoke to me is the 

title of today’s message, simply called Back Talking Clay, Back Talking Clay.  

And the bible says as Jeremiah went to the potter’s place and there as he saw 

the potter squash the pot and remake it.  God says to Jeremiah concerning 

the nation of Israel as the clay is in the potter’s hand so are you in my hand. 

 

God is the potter, and we are the clay but how many times does the clay back 

talk to the potter?  How many times has God tried to shape our world to mold 

us to send us in his past and how many times have we given God just back 

talk.  That is not a new phenomenon; here you read what Jeremiah tried to 

tell the people.  Look if you do not change your ways God says that he is 

going to destroy it and they basically told Jeremiah to shut up.  We are going 

to continue in our way and we are going to do what we want to do we do not 

care what you say. 

 

You all thought that was a new thing.  They told Jeremiah and at the end of 

it, they were literally planning to do some rough stuff to Jeremiah that was 

spreading rumors about him.  And Jeremiah says Lord help me.  Listen to 

what they are planning to do to me, Jesus he told the Scribes and the 

Pharisees that you have killed all of the prophets before me.  So it is nothing 

new back then it is nothing new now.  If you come with a true word of God 

you will not have some problems.  Guaranteed with no question, you are 

going to have some serious problems it was that way with every profit in the 

Bible. 

 

The people just back talked, back talking clay.  Even the greatest back talk.  

You know Moses back talked to God.  I cannot go do that I am stuttering.  

Moses told God what he was going to—and Moses back talked and as even 

the verse in the bible where Moses had refused to circumcise his son.  And 

God was getting rid of the killing.  Moses the meekest man of all the earth, 

sometimes people even when we are close to God even when we are talking to 

God the directly we just got some back talk for God.  Jonah back talked to 

God and he ended up down in the belly of a big fish for days and had to be 

vomited—you all know the story of Jonah. 

 

He backed Jonah and told him go over to Nineveh.  Lord, no, I do not want to 

go and tell the folks.  See even prophet back talked to God.  Elijah even 

talked to God.  Lord, I am the only one you got left take me on that I am tired 

of all this stuff so even the greatest of the great had stuff to say to God.  And 

God was trying to give them direction.  Preachers understand how God feel 

because often times when you tell folks something just out of wisdom and 

even they do not say to them, they just do not do it.  So it is nothing unusual 

with the clay back talking to the potter. 



 

Parents understand about back talking.  Every parent who has a child there 

comes a point where their child and you have nothing but the child’s good in 

heart.  All you are concerned about just as God all you are concerned about is 

the child’s well being to make sure the child does not hurt himself.  To make 

sure the child learns properly.  To make sure the child set with his future in 

life, but you have so many times when the child will just even if they are not 

direct you can feel it and you can hear the mumbling out of their breath, like 

a leopard’s—you all and every parent understand that the clay will back talk 

to the potter. 

 

We have a lot of good cooks here in the sanctuary both men and women.  And 

we have a lot of—sometimes they compete against each other baking cakes.  

And can you imagine that you as the baker and you get rid of the maker cake.  

And you will start with cracking some eggs to put in the bowl.  Can you 

imagine what it would be like if the eggs all of sudden went to talk and say, 

hey, what are you doing smashing me against this bowl, what are you doing 

stirring me up, what are you doing? Do you know this thing hurt I am 

comfortable all in my shell and then you are cracking me open spreading me 

out and what would it be like if your ingredient? 

 

You as the baker understands what the finished product is supposed to be.  

You understand the purpose of each ingredient.  But the egg does not know.  

So if the egg had the power to tell you what he thought about what you are 

doing, the egg would be just like the clay.  And they would be just like people 

speaking under God.  You see the egg can only see its small existence within 

a narrow frame of time.  God sees through out eternity.  So God can tell you 

something that is meant for you 25 years down the road.  But you cannot see 

it in the narrow frame.  And you will get way down the Lord and say that is 

why God told me that I could not see it back talking because suppose you 

were getting ready to put the milk in. 

 

And the milk say wait a minute, I am here comfortable in the refrigerator you 

get a flip, I do not like eggs.  You get ready to mix me in with these eggs and I 

have never gotten along with eggs.  And you get ready to see sometimes God 

will put you in the presence of some folk you do not like.  He will put you in 

some situation that you do not like.  But God understands the finished 

product and we as ingredients can only see where we are and where our 

comfort zone is but every time and everything that you go to get to make a 

cake you will pull that ingredient out of where it has been sitting out of a 

comfort zone.  And if the ingredient could talk to you it would tell you some 

things about yourself and about what you were doing and how they did not 

like what you were doing. 

 



Back talking clay.  When is the last time God has spoken to you and you just 

back talked to God?  Because you did not want to do it, because we have our 

own way of thinking, our own way of doing things in our lives you can 

manage.  God says look my ways are as high above the earth as the heavens 

above the earth.  His ways—and they are not our way so we do not have—the 

clay cannot understand what the potter is doing and if you ever gone through 

and just see what it takes to just make a vessel or make a pot.  Let me just 

explain that the process of transforming a lump of clay into a beautiful and 

functional piece of pottery and I went and looked it up and just got the steps 

of what it takes to just make a—just a pot, a functional pot the first step in 

making something from clay is a step called wedging. 

 

I have never heard of wedging because I have not made any pot.  I think I 

made some back in school years ago but I did not remember it.  And the 

process of wedging, it is a process that removes air bubbles from the clay you 

will be using it is of up most importance because when they are in the kiln air 

bubbles will expand and they will leave wart like bubbles or even cracks in a 

piece of pottery.  So the first thing you have to do is you have to wedge the 

clay, you have to get the air out.  Sometimes, God has to wedge us because we 

are too puffed up. 

 

We are too full of pride we walk with too much strut.  So God will have to 

wedge us before he can use you.  He has got to get the air out, because you 

know it is hard to tell a real proud person anything.  And definitely cannot 

tell him anything corrected.  So he has to first of all get you to a point to 

where all of the air is out.  And there are two kinds of wedging that I found.  

They have machines that will automatically run clay through a wedging.  But 

in the hands of a master potter there are basically two basic techniques that 

they use.  They have first of all what they call Japanese style wedging. 

 

And I could not find out exactly the details of what Japanese style wedging 

was but I could imagine the typical of Japanese style it was kind of a gentle 

kneading-type wedging as they work the bubbles out of the clay gently.  The 

other type is cowhead wedging.  Now sometimes when God has to get the air 

out a folk, he can use Japanese style.  But sometimes he has to use cowhead 

style.  Now you can imagine what cowhead is.  Some folk’s are just stubborn 

as bulls.  So God has to go to the cowhead-type of wedging just to get the air 

out a folk so that he can begin to mold them and make them and use them 

into their destiny. 

 

Second thing that you have to do is this, it is called throwing at the wheel.  

Throwing at the wheel and this involves you all have heard of the potter’s 

wheel where they take the clay and they have to first of all making sure that 

it is uniform in the center they put an opening or a hole right in the middle 



and throw it on the wheel.  And once they throw it on the wheel, they start 

pulling the clay upward to start forming what it is to be.  Have you all ever 

felt like you have just been thrown on the wheel?  I mean none of the stuff 

really with making pottery sounds very pleasant or very gentle.  But often 

times for God to really make us into what we are destined to be has to send 

us to a process and the process is often unpleasant.  So we are thrown on the 

wheel first we have to be centered and thrown and then lifted up to be shaped 

into really what we are supposed to be.  And once the walls of the piece or 

what is called uniform thinness and the piece is shaped to the desired form.  

The piece is cut from the wheel and moved to a board to slowly dry to a 

leather hard state. 

 

Some of you are just on the board right now, you are not on the board directly 

you are just on board.  And sometimes you have to be placed in a state.  Have 

you ever been o n a situation where like you just gone through a lot of stuff 

and you are stocked and stuff is not moving.  You are on the board.  And we 

want stuff so rapidly.  See we are used to in a multimedia society; we are 

used to all of the problems and crisis of the world being solved in 90 minutes.  

You go through a movie is 90 minutes and you watch television at 60 

minutes. 

 

We are used to all of the stuff in the world being solved.  All of the problem in 

everything that happened, everything coming toward here everything 

working out we are used to stuff done in a matter of hours.  It does not work 

like that.  Sometimes we have to stay on the board to where we are shaped 

and dried out and getting ready so God will put us on the board and that 

board takes a while until we are tough enough for the next state.  And then 

once a piece is dried to a leather hard state the potter can then start 

attaching the handles and the knobs to the pot.  They can trim the bottom 

piece to make it smooth and any of the finishing touches. 

 

Then it is scoured and then the handles are placed on with the scoured with a 

needle tool and the handles are placed and pressed into the body and then it 

is ready for the next step.  Upon completion everything is completely dried 

and it goes into the first firing.  The first firing is called the bisque firing.  

Have you all ever been to a bisque?  I heard a man on the street the other day 

he said this thing is just bisque this is what I think this is what he said.  So 

he was going through a firing.  But that is what that is.  The first firing is 

called a bisque.  So you go through a bisque firing.  So that is the first one, 

and some of you are in the middle of that now. 

 

But you are being prepared and you are being shaped, and you are being 

conditioned, and you are being seasoned but yet the clay as it goes through 

all these the clay is constantly rebelling about Lord why do I have to go 



through all this, why is all these stuff happening to me.  Lord, I do not want 

to deal with this.  Where are you?  And all you can see is just the heat and 

the pain of what you endure but yet sometimes we go through the bisque 

firing and that is just the first firing.  And as any remaining water will 

expand rapidly at its boiling temperature and it will create cracks and even 

minor explosions if you have not been sufficiently tempered.  See if you do not 

get on the board to dry out then you get put in the fire.  If you have not gone 

to the drying process on the board when you get in the firing you blow up. 

 

That is why some people when they are put under pressure they explode.  

They have not been properly tempered yet.  So God puts in—you get put in 

some fire and you just explode.  If you do not go through the process properly, 

the pottery does not come out.  And depending upon the size of the piece and 

number attachments it can take from one day to over a week to get 

completely bone dry and ready for the next step.  And this firing, the kiln is 

at 1828 degrees Fahrenheit.  And once the pieces had come out of the bisque 

firing they string enough to handle and are ready for the glazing process. 

 

And this time they will put glaze on to put you back into the firing and you go 

up to 2232 degrees Fahrenheit.  You know after you come out of one fire.  

Have you ever been on one fire right into the oven, and sometimes it is like 

that as God is working with a pottery.  And now often times we have to stay 

in the fire much longer than necessary.  And we have to go through a process 

as much more than necessary if we were just obedient from the start we 

would not have to go through all these and that is why God when he spoke to 

the children of Israel, he said look some of the folk who I told were going to be 

blessed because they have turned and become evil.  Now, I cannot bless them. 

 

I got to do something else to them.  And the other people I have told them 

destruction was coming because they repented now that would not come.  So 

often times, people are timed in the fire; are timed on the drawing board.  

How much kneading and wedging we have to go through to get all of the air 

out.  A lot of that stuff depends upon us and if we would just be obedient until 

the voice of God.  Most of the time when the voice of God comes and speaks 

the majority of the time is stuff we do not want to do in our natural nature 

that is why he has to tell us. 

 

See the stuff, we already want to do, God did not have to speak.  If the stuff 

we do not want to do is the stuff that goes against our natural nature that is 

the stuff most of the time God has to tell us.  So people if we did not rebel and 

if we did not back talk so much we would not have to go through so much.  

Now see even after a beautiful pot is made, a pot is no good all by itself.  A 

pot is made to be used.  A pot is made to have water to be put in or food or 



flowers or to serve and that is what we have to understand when the potter 

makes a beautiful pot. 

 

We are not made to sit on the shelf.  Some of us want God to come into our 

lives so we can sit down.  A pot is made to be used a pot is functional, it is 

made to serve.  And when we understand the purposes of the potter.  And 

sometimes people will never understand the purposes the pot.  Even the 

Bible says all of the prophets they just see through glass darkening.  So we 

will still never fully understand all of the purposes of the potter but all 

through we hear is voice.  The problem never was the people did not hear 

God’s voice.  That was never the problem.  The problem was they would not 

do it. 

 

That has always been the problem, it was the problem in the ancient days it 

is the problem in the days, because Lord, we got a better way.  You think you 

got a better way.  Until stuff, go to go in here and here you realize sometimes 

that stuff may not even manifest it in the next generation and you 

understand why God told you that.  So there are things that if the clay did 

not back talk to the potter.  Jesus went through an experiment as he was 

there in the garden and he said Lord, look if there is any other way to do this. 

 

He said but nevertheless thy will be done.  He recognized that this process is 

going to be some serious fire that he was going to have to go through and look 

if I do not have to go through this then send me another out.  But 

nevertheless, thy will be done.  There are things that God has told me to be 

honest about you that I just absolutely do not want to do.  Absolutely do not 

want to do.  There is no question, I just do not want to do it.  But when you 

get to a point where you simply said nevertheless Lord even though I do not 

want to this thy will be done. 

 

When the clay can submit to the potter, we will find some things in our life 

down the road it may not happen instantaneously because a lot of stuff we 

are looking for the stuff we do it this morning.  We looking for an answer this 

evening then come like that.  It is like those who go to a long process in school 

you spend four years in college you may spend another four years getting an 

advance degree all that time is struggle.  The benefit just did not come right 

it comes after then.  So it comes after we have submitted to the will of God.  

But all through the Bible the problem has always been that people, the clay 

back talked to the potter.  And until we get to the point that where we tell 

God, Lord, not my will but thy will be done.  Once we get to that point, we are 

going to see the pottery is going to be absolutely beautiful. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother 

you need the word. 



 

Female: Dear Lord I just thank you right now I thank you that I am not 

that mud lying out not useful to you because that is trotted under the foot of 

men and not useful Lord.  I thank you for seeing the need of the people father 

today may be even one of them.  And Lord, I thank you that as I heard the 

petition for someone to come down I heard different words Lord.  I heard that 

the wheel with the will and when you are in your will on your wheel that 

there is nothing that will not come to you that is due to you.  There is 

something on the potter’s wheel in the potter’s wheel that is so powerful.  

Thank you for needing me Lord not kneed but need thank you for needing me 

Lord in your kingdom, I thank you father that this day has just been a 

blessing to me and to those whose hearts were ready for it Lord.  Thank you 

that you are making a masterpiece.  Thank you, Jesus, that not piece but 

peace, be of God in me.  Lord, I thank you for moving today because you have 

truly spoken a wonderful word.  Thank you potter, I will not back talk you I 

will do, as you will in my life.  And I thank you for being patient with me and 

being patient with us.  And in the name of Jesus I will turn according to your 

direction from this day forward.  In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

This ends the message number 5419 by Nathaniel Bronner Jr.  To hear other 

messages or to send this message number 5419 to a friend simply go to our 

airjesus.com and the onlineword.com.  This has been the message number 

5419 Back Talking Clay.  Listen to our airjesus.com and the onlineword.com 

often and keep your spirit charged up. 


