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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because you need the Word! 

 

Today I want to talk to you from the simple subject of “Why You Don’t Get the 

Promises of God.” And of you, you have actually wondered because of some of the 

things that either God has told you or some of the things that a prophet may have 

even spoken unto you and it hadn’t happen. And you have wondered to LORD why 

have the promises that you have made to me not been fulfilled. And why have I not 

received the promises that you have spoken unto me. And actually God spoke to me 

four reasons why people don’t get his promises. And I was going to speak today on 

the all four reasons, put all four of them into one message and he said, “No. You 

deal with the each one of them one at a time.” 

 

So, today is the first message in a four part series of “Why You Don’t Get the 

Promises of God.” How many of you have just by a show of hands feel that you have 

not gotten all of the stuff that God has promised you. I’ve had some stuff promised 

to me. Some stuff he has spoken direct to me. Stuff that prophets have spoken and 

that stuff just hadn’t come yet. You all have that situation, you know, you have that 

almost in every hand in the congregation went up and perhaps every hand of every 

person who is listening or watching electronically right now. Your hand goes up too. 

There have been some things that you have felt or heard that someone has told you 

that you knew was a true prophet or prophetess of God and this stuff just hadn’t 

happened. It hasn’t come true, so God want to this series to answer that longing in 

your heart, those questions of why haven’t I gotten the promises of God. 

 

Now, we produce everyday a 60-second motivational message in audio format called 

the Powerminute. You can subscribe to it at Powerminute.com. And we categorize 

as we are producing the Powerminute. We categorize them into one of four different 

categories. First, whether they are spiritual or general. Spiritual meaning it 

reference is God or Jesus or the Bible or something of a religious nature. General 

means is just applies generally to life without any particular religious reference. So, 

we’ll class them as spiritual or general and then we will class them as either 

uplifting or hard hitting. In uplifting it is just something that just makes you feel 

good. You know, just C. Elijah is an expert in uplifting sermons. He just makes you 

feel good. He can sometimes, when you’re feeling down and low. He just the way he 

preaches and he just makes you feel good. 

 

And the other type is called hard-hitting is the type where when you are just told 

like it is and just point and say, “Look, you know, you need to change that low down 

dirty behavior that you and it’s called a hard-hitting. This series of messages are 

going to fit more into the hard-hitting series. So, you might not be walking out of 

here floating on a cloud but if you listen and heed them. It will put you in much 

greater probability of receiving the promises that God has in store for you. See often 

times, you are going to have some hard-hitting corrective stuff to get the stuff that 

you want. You never are going to get the stuff that you want just laying in bed 
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watching television, it’s going to happen. It may feel comfortable but you never 

going to get the true promises of God laying back on an easy bed of ease. 

 

We’re going to be starting in the book of Jonah. The book of Jonah, all of you are 

familiar with the Prophet Jonah? To turn to Jonah, we’re going to be in the first 

chapter starting with first verse. So, Jonah 1:1-3 reads, “Now the word of the LORD 

came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, (2) Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 

and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. (3) But Jonah rose up 

to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and 

he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into 

it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.” 

 

We all know the story of Jonah, we’ve all heard numerous sermons preached about 

Jonah and how when Jonah decided to flee from the presence of the LORD 

everywhere he went or down. He went down to the dock, down to the ship and then 

down into the ocean. When you decide not to do what God tells you to do, everything 

you’ve touch and do is going down. That’s not a true promise of the good stuff of 

God. And on Jonah 2:10, “And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 

Jonah upon the dry land.” 

 

Now, the very next verse after Jonah was spit up into the land, Jonah chapter 3, it 

says, “And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time.” You all said 

that second time [Repeating]. See sometimes that you don’t hear God the first time 

and God has to send you through literal hale and then by the time you are down on 

the beach in the middle of a mess of vomit then when the word comes to you that 

second time, you are little bit more attentive in the second time. So that the same 

word of God came unto Jonah, the second time and after Jonah had been spit up on 

the beach then Jonah heeded saying, “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city and 

preach unto it the preaching that I be it thee. 

 

Same thing, he told of Jonah that first time. So Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh 

according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of 

three days journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city, a day journey and he 

cried and said, “Yet, forty days and Nineveh shall be over thrown.” Now that word 

overthrown in many of the other Biblical translations, it says destroyed. And Jonah 

went to Nineveh and he said, “In a short period of time – time is running short and 

in forty days this city is going to be destroyed.” 

 

Now often times overthrown really meant it was going to be siege and taken over by 

military might, that God was going to let an invading army coming in and kill and 

enslave and destroy the city. God has a thousand ways to overthrow you. And it can 

go all the way from just a trip up to a total smash up. God has a thousand ways to 

overthrow you. So, Jonah went and he declared the word of the LORD unto the 

people continuing on. In Jonah that 3rd chapter beginning with the 5th verse, “(5) So 
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the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 

from the greatest of them even to the least of them. (6) For word came unto the king 

of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and 

covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. (7) And he caused it to be proclaimed 

and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let 

neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink 

water: (8) But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto 

God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in 

their hands. (9) Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his 

fierce anger, that we perish not?” 

 

What the King said is this, “And see, back in that day, the King was not like the 

male. But the King had absolute the authority. You didn’t do what the kind said? 

The king had your head chop off. So, when the King said something and you did 

what the King said, “You didn’t have to go through some long court martial and 

court procedure.” The King just walked by, and saw you weren’t doing what he said, 

“Chop that man’s head off.” That was it, so you didn’t question the King. So the 

King said, “Let every man, let every person, let ever even the beast. See I don’t want 

anything eating anything. Everything in the Kingdom is going to fast. 

 

Do you know what the problem—the president of the United States would have? If 

he said, “I realize this nation has turned and is in the midst of evil ways, I want 

everybody for seven days not to eat. President will be impeached tomorrow but in 

that day the King had absolute authority and he commanded everyone in the 

Kingdom generally under the penalty of death to follow his decree or else.  

 

He’s basically saying that God is going to kill us all. If you all don’t stop eating, I'm 

going to kill you before God gets to you. And that’s what it took sometimes to get 

people to even do right. And then in that 10th verse of that 3rd chapter of Jonah, 

“And God repented of the evil that he had said that he would do unto them and he 

did it not. And God repented of the evil that he said that he would do unto them and 

he did it not. Continuing on in Jonah 4, the first two verses but it displeased Jonah 

exceedingly and he was very angry. And he prayed unto the LORD and said, “I pray 

thee Oh LORD was not this my saying when I – was yet in my country. Therefor I 

fled before unto Tarshish.” Now people I want you to understand this very clearly, 

God put his word out to those people through the prophet. He said, “In forty days 

Nineveh will be destroyed.” That was a promise because it was God word. 

 

He said it, “In forty days Nineveh will be destroyed.” And the King heard it and he 

believed God and turned not just the King but he turned the whole Kingdom away 

from their wicked ways and repented unto God. And then the Bible says that God 

had repented of the evil that he was about to do unto the people and did not do it. 

Why do you not get the promises of God? And as God spoke these four things unto 

me, the first one was mercy. See a lot of times when we think of the promises of 
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God, we just think about all the good stuff. He promised that rough stuff too. We 

just think of the good things of God but God’s promises were not all blessings. They 

were blessings and curses. He promised the people of Nineveh in forty days, I'm 

going to destroy you and that case, Oh my goodness, and that King has straightened 

up. The Bible says that God repented of the evil that he was about to do unto the 

people of Nineveh and he did not do what he said he was going to do.  

 

He made a promise to the people, “I’m will kill you. “  Basically what said, “I’m 

going to destroy you. I’m going to overturn this city.” And God did not do what he 

said that he would do. The first reason that you sometimes don’t get the promises of 

God is mercy.  I preached a series years ago dealing with blessings and cursings of 

God. And as I studied, what I discovered was the cursings were enumerated in the 

Bible three times more than the blessings were. Just study Deuteronomy and you 

will see it. God talks about the curses three times more than he talks about the 

blessings. And how many of us have done wrong and violated what God has said 

and we have not received the promise of that curse because of mercy. Because of 

mercy and here Jonah says in that first chapter to that second verse, he says, 

“Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish for I knew that thou art a gracious God and 

merciful slow to anger and of great kindness and repent his thee of thee evil. 

 

See, that’s why he didn’t want to go to Nineveh because I know you. Your telling 

these folks you’re going to destroy them but if they straighten up, I know you, you 

give this folk mercy. I know you and Jonah said, “He was mad because it made him 

look bad as a prophet.” He came and then telling the folk, “Look, you are going to be 

overturned in forty days and day forty-one—. Sunshine and palm trees blowing, the 

King seating on their thrown, ladies serving their husband tea, just sitting there 

rocking the baby and nothing happened. And Jonah mad with God, “I know you, I 

know you full of mercy. You are full of kindness. You forgive this folk. You told them 

you were going to destroy them, you sent me there to tell them that, and they are 

still walking around in health and strength. 

  

You did not deliver unto them the promise that you had me to tell them. The first 

reason that you have not gotten some of the things that God has promised is due to 

mercy. I should have been dead or at the very least severely cripple. I told you to 

store before 14 years old, 87 miles an hour barreling down the road on a motorcycle 

and lost control on a curve and cracked my helmet, bit my crash bar and should 

have crippled and killed me. And it was my fault. I was doing it at least 50 miles 

over the speed limit and it was my fault, just like with the people of Nineveh, it was 

their fault. See a lot of this stuff you have done is your fault ain’t nobody has a fault 

with yours, it’s your fault. 

 

And by all spiritual and natural law, some of you listening to me right now, should 

have been dead. There are some things God has told you not to do and you did, you 

should have been dead. But yet because of what Jonah knew about God, the things 
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that caused him to flee because of that trait, because of that character, that’s the 

first reason why you haven’t gotten some of the promises of God. When you read 

Deuteronomy 28:15, it talks about and surely these things will come on you if you 

don’t keep my law. And how many of us have kept his law? I’m not talking about the 

old LORD in the Old Testament, I'm talking about the LORD of the New 

Testament.  You haven’t kept that law either and if you got the things that God 

promised you, if you got it all in full measure without his mercy. 

 

I had spoken to you of years ago when God told me, he said, “You will have to go 

through with Job experience” and I said, “I’ve been dreading that thing for the last 

and I don’t know five of six years. And when I finished 42 at this time and I was 

there in prayer, God spoke to me and he said, “The Job experience for you has been 

fulfilled and canceled. And I say, “Hallelujah.” But the thing is, he spoke it that I 

was going to have to go through it. Thank goodness that I have not gotten all of the 

things that I deserve and that he had said. And see, actually that was not the only 

case of where God changed his mind. 

 

The first case was long before then and in the book of James, it says, “In every good 

and perfect gift that’s from above and cometh down from the Father of light with 

home is no variableness nor shadow of turning. It says about Jesus – Jesus Christ is 

the same yesterday, today and forevermore and God is the same. I had been 

pondering for the longest about Adam in Genesis. My scientific mind has poured 

over that thing a hundred times and my issue was this, “In Genesis 2:17, the Bible 

says, “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for 

in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 

 

Eve ate it, Adam ate it. Adam died at 930 years old and I’ve been have an issues 

with that verse. And at first, I said, “Well, God did say that a day with him is like a 

thousand years.” I said, but he defined that day. He said the evening and the 

morning – he defined the day.  Adam and Eve ate that fruit and God told them, “If 

you eat this fruit and the day you eat it, you shall surely die.” And I went through 

that thing over and over and trying to figure out every kind of way around it. I could 

figure out—I couldn’t understand it but this is the same God of the Ninevens. This 

is the same God who when the King repented had mercy and did not bring the 

judgement that he said he was going to do. This is the same God, so I couldn’t 

understand why God didn’t kill Adam and Eve in the very day they sinned. 

 

Same reason that he didn’t kill you because right now, see, and let me tell you this 

people. If God were to wipe your slate clean, right now but if you said, “If you sin 

again, I’m going to kill you not one of you would be in Church next Sunday. I mean, 

if he wiped your slate clean right now but he said, “If you say it again I’m going to 

kill you” and if he stopped with that not one of you would be in church next 

Sunday.” Because every one of us would be dead because we can’t keep our thoughts 

clean, we can’t keep our actions clean. We can’t keep our heart clean. We are in this 



 - 7 - 

corrupted flesh and if God didn’t have mercy on us, if he delivered all that the 

LORD promised from the very beginning. See that was the first penalty God gave 

man, he said, “If you eat of this fruit, you are going to die today not tomorrow today. 

And the evening and the morning were the first day. If you eat of this stuff, you are 

going to die today, thats the same of Ninevites. That’s the same God of Adam. 

That’s the same God who told the children of Israel, he was going to kill them in the 

desert and remember Moses went to God and he said, “LORD have mercy on us 

folk.” I know they know good, how know they are murmuring and complaining and 

wining, I know that. But LORD have mercy on these folk. And when you go and 

when you read that – and when you read it, the 14th verse of Exodus 32nd chapter 

says, “And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.” 

 

Same words he said about the Ninevites. Thank goodness that I know the God who 

Jonah knew. Thank goodness that Jonah understood that you are slow to anger and 

full of mercy, so the reason that some of you don’t have the promises. See all of you 

– see when you talk about a promise, all people think are about the blessings.  You 

don’t even think about the curse, all you think about are the blessings. And that 

what you have read his word three-fourths of the stuff are with curses and one-

fourth with the blessings when you read it and understand it. So, with the LORD, 

Oh LORD you told me, yes he told you some other stuff too that you’re going to 

have. You aren’t complaining about that. 

 

If it were not of God who Jonah knew, I’d be in bad shape. I’d be in bad shape, so 

thank goodness that I don‘t have all of the stuff God promised when I do wrong. I 

would be cripple and perhaps even dead where that truly. So, people God even today 

as he brings out these four reasons just as to why you don’t have promises of God. 

First thing you need to do is getting out on your knees and just thank God that he is 

a merciful and he is a forgiving God and he has not brought upon us all of the 

things that our deviation from his word will deserve. See the Bible says the penalty 

for sin is death. 

 

Next Sunday none of us will be here because all of us not only have sinned and come 

short of the glory of God. We not only have sinned which a past tense verb. Some of 

you have got some stuff, if I had a screen, just to see what’s on your mind. Some of 

you guys, “Oh my goodness.” If I could just see into your minds right now—I mean 

some of you would have some stuff going on in that mind right now.  I’m not talking 

about once you leave the church it’s running through your mind right now. So, not 

only have we—we have sinned and come short of the glory of God, we are sitting 

right now and for some of us and you going to sin before the sun sets today but with 

the grace and the mercy of God, there go I. 

 

 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you 

need the Word! 
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Amen. 

 

And the greatest thing that God did was to send his son. I ask for my son Christian, 

he had been asking me, can he sing a song? I told him, “Well, I let you to sing once I 

preach about that particular subject but I can’t a few just led to let him sing that 

song today. It has been an interesting service from beginning to end but God is 

doing some things in your world, not just in the Ark because the Ark is just a 

building – the true church of the people. So, God is doing some things right now 

within our hearts and within our spirits. And he wants us to make these changes, so 

Christian come on and sing your song. 

 

Amen. 

 

He is ready [Laughing]. Now he didn’t have the music, you have to sing it without 

the music. Just sing it without the music but see sometimes people, when you are 

going to need God it’s not going to be in the choir plan. There’s not going to be any 

music and you’re going to have to do it. So, just go ahead and sing it without the 

music. Christian just ago ahead and sing it. 

 

Christian:  From the manger to the cross, perfect love to save the lost. You were 

faithful all the way. Though you felt pain, still you obeyed and you forgave. That’s 

how I want to be, spirit come over me. Let be more like Christ. My Father’s will be 

done, as in his only son, let me be more like – more like Christ. 

 

From the manger to the cross, perfect love to save the lost. You were faithful all the 

way. Though you felt pain, still you obeyed and you forgave. That’s how I want to 

be, spirit come over me. Let be more like Christ. My Father’s will be done, as in his 

only son, let me be more like – more like Christ. 


