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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word!

Today is actually the 4th of a four-part series entitled ‘Why You Don’t Get the 
Promises of God’. In Part 1, Sermon #5468, we don’t get the promises of God 
because of God’s mercy; that many of the penalties and retributions that He said we 
would pay. He simply has mercy and grace and we don’t pay them simply because of 
God’s mercy. Sermon #5469, Part II, we don’t get the promises of God because it 
wasn’t God who actually made the promise. Part III, Sermon #5470, we don’t get 
the promises of God because we have a failure to meet conditions.

And today is Part IV and for Part IV, I’m going to begin with the 1st Verse of the 
Last Book of the Bible and everyone knows that the Last Book of the Bible, the 
Book of Revelations, it is the book, perhaps, containing the most concentrated and 
the most significant form of prophecy and promises of the latter days... The Book of 
Revelation and Revelation 1:1 says,

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him unto show to  unto His 
servants’ things which must shortly come to pass; and He sent and signified it by 
His angel unto His servant, John,”

That’s the 1st Verse of the Last Book, The Book of Revelations, of the Bible. The last 
two verses of Revelation; and this section, for those of you have Bibles that are 
sectioned off by topic and content, this last section of these final two verses in the 
Bible, they are entitled ‘I am Coming Quickly’ and that’s Revelations 22:20 and 21 
and it reads,

“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”

Now, the point of the 1st and the last verses, or perhaps the greatest book of 
prophecy in the Bible, the 1st and the last verses of this final epitaph, this final
book, the 1st and the last verses... The first verse says “which must shortly come to 
pass”; the last verse says, “surely I come quickly”. So, in both the first and the last 
verse of the greatest prophetic book in the Bible, it opens and closes telling you this 
stuff is shortly to come and it’s coming quickly.

And that was 2000 years ago. And we are now talking about the Book of Revelation. 
We’re in the last days that Revelation was talking about. He said it’s coming quickly 
and what must shortly come to pass. And that’s 2000 years ago. Do you all see a 
little bit of an issue with that? If someone told you this thing is coming quickly. 
Most of us think in terms of minutes. If it’s a real big thing, maybe days, a real big 
thing, perhaps, weeks or maybe stretching it in months or really pushing it out a 



couple of years. But when someone tells you “shortly and quickly”, thousands of 
years does not cross your mind. 

The fourth reason as to why we don’t get the promises of God: The fulfillment was 
not what you wanted or expected. “Quickly”, to God, is not “quickly” to you. And 
that which is coming quickly in the spirit is usually more times, than not, way too 
slow for you. 

I had an instance that really underscores sometimes is what God promises is not 
what we wanted or expected. It was years ago, long before I met my wife and one of 
the challenges that I had was trying to find the one. How many of you all right now 
are looking for the one? Just raise your hand. You’re looking for the one. You’ll 
never find them, that’s the first thing.

The first error that I made was looking for ‘the one’ because if you ever look for ‘the 
one’ you’ll never find ‘the one’ because ‘the one’ should always be God. Anytime you 
place – anything, whether it is a thing or person in the number one spot, you’re 
going to have a problem. So, first of all, I was looking for the wrong thing to begin 
with. I was looking for ‘the one’ and you really ought to be looking for the ‘two’ not 
‘the one’. 

But I was looking for ‘the one’ and I remember I was at our health spa that we used 
to have in Cottonwood, Alabama. I was back in the country. I was jogging down a 
country road and I heard God speak to me and He said, “You will have her in 90 
days.” That’s exactly what He said. “WOW!” I picked up my stuff. I felt a surge of 
energy pour through me. I said, “I have been looking for and I have been waiting on 
this woman for years. I have gone through one after another trying to find her and 
finally, God has spoken unto me and said ‘You will have her in 90 days!’” 
Hallelujah!

And it looks like, when God or someone has promised you something that you are 
truly waiting on it, do you know time slows up? It just slows up and then time just 
ticks slower and slower. 89 ...then 88… 87... 86

You know, it just – Time slowed up when you’re really waiting on something that 
you really long for and hope for and pray for. Time just slows up when that thing is 
promised to you and you’re waiting on this date so here, God says, “In 90 days, you 
will have her.” By the 89th day, I still didn’t have her so I had one day left. 

On the 90th day I was actually in Chicago, Illinois. I was at a Trade Show. It was a 
hair show. The hair show had as most hair shows typically do. They have a lot of 
models and so a lot of pretty women at the show. And God woke me up that 
morning early and He said, “Something wonderful is going to happen to you today.” 
I said, again, “Hallelujah!” Here I am in the midst of this show, all these beautiful 



woman, I’m looking for ‘the one’, God says I’ll have her within 90 days, today is the 
90th day, today has got to be the day that I’m going to get her.

I got up that morning with a pep in my step, made sure my hair was looking good, 
my clothes were all sharp and neat and I stepped out of my hotel room ready. And it 
was a Sunday morning and the trade show had a church service and I attended the 
church service and as I was there in the church service, I don’t even remember all 
the details of how I got to the line but a lady called up some people and had about 
15 or 20 people standing in the line in front of the altar. And it was a lady and her 
sister who was ministering that morning and she got to the person next to me as 
they were coming towards me and she told that person, “God says you are to receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit today.” 

And I’m just standing there but the sister, they said, “No, no, no, no sister! It’s not 
this person! It’s this man!” And they came and stood right in front of me and the 
lady put her hand on my head. And you know, I’ve seen folk fall before, and usually, 
when you see fold fall, you see the folk just pushing on them and I’m a scientific 
man, I said, “First of all, it’s a matter of leverage and you get somebody this big and 
they’re pushing on you and they’re pushing it on purpose—Yeah you’re going to 
fall!” because they throw you off balance. 

And then the people don’t want to get embarrassed by standing there, so a lot of 
people, people just fall on their own anyway. They’re not really knocked out. You all 
thought that yourselves!

So the lady put her hand on my head and she says, “God has spoken to me and said 
that you are to receive a gift of the Holy Spirit today!” And I’m standing there long 
before I became a pastor or minister and I’m just thinking in my scientific mind,
“You are not big enough and strong enough to throw me off balance by just putting 
your hand on my head and throwing me out of improper leverage. It’s not going to 
happen!” That’s what was going through me. I am not going to fall like the rest of 
these folks who just fall and just fall!

That was what was going through my head. And as the lady put her hand on my 
forehead, and she began speaking in tongues and it began, something started 
happening to my feet. There was a warm tingle that began at my feet and then, all 
of a sudden, it started rising up my feet and it rose all up to my thigh. Then, it 
rolled all up into my chin. All of a sudden, my whole body was just vibrating; just 
shaking. And all of a sudden, I couldn’t stand up!

And then I fell on the floor. Not only could I not stand up, somehow when it hit me, 
my mouth flew open. I could not stand up and I couldn’t close my mouth. So I was 
laying there on the floor for literally about 20 minutes; I couldn’t stand up and I 
couldn’t close mouth. When I finally was able to regain composure and get some 



strength back into my legs, I went back over to the water table, I drunk about 7 or 8 
glasses of water because my throat had dried up because I wasn’t able to shut my 
mouth. And then I understood and realized, that was the ‘her’ God was talking 
about.

Now, the problem with that: That was never what I wanted nor expected. It was off. 
It was exactly was God had said and I realized the ‘her’ was simply a ‘Holy Ghost’ 
experience realized. But I said, “Holy Ghost experience!? That’s not the ‘her’ that I 
wanted! That’s not the ‘her’ that I expected!” See, often times, we don’t get the 
promises of God simply because it is neither what we wanted nor expected, but it is 
what God meant for us. And we get it misinterpreted.

Sometimes, the Word will come and you’ll hear a word from God. It says, “You’re 
about to experience breakthrough!” Your mind goes, “Oh my goodness! I’m about to 
get a promotion? I’m about to get a new car? I’m bout to get a new house? Got to get 
money coming in somewhere? I’m getting to experience breakthrough!” 

Sometimes your breakthrough would actually be something that breaks through. 
And in all hell breaks loose in your world from that breakthrough and what you 
expected and what you wanted was entirely different from what God meant. And 
we’ll sometimes get some of these and God says, “I’m going to take you to another 
level!” And we think, “Oh, He’s going to take me to a level! Oh, shocking I’m getting 
ready to go.” 
You don’t realize that you’re on another level. Sometimes, the level is down and He 
will bust you before He will lift you. So, sometimes, we don’t understand when God 
says something, it is neither what we wanted nor what we expected. 

I have a real good close friend of mine. Years ago, God told him that after a certain 
period of time and after a certain event, God told him, “You will never have to worry 
about money again.” And after the time passed, they still had money issues, still 
had money charges, still worrying about money. And he came to me and he said, “I 
just don’t understand it. I know God said that after this point, I would never have to 
worry about money again.” And it wasn’t until this morning I was working on this 
message that I understood. God said, ‘You would never have to worry about the 
money.’ He didn’t say you’re going to have it.

People, I am here to tell some of you right now who are, right now, worried about 
some financial issues, you’re worried about how you’re going to pay this, you’re 
worried about how you’re going to handle this, you’re worried about some economic 
future. I’m sitting here to tell you right now: You don’t ever have to worry about 
money again. 

Now, you can choose to worry about money but you don’t have to. See, when you 
understand what Jesus said in Matthew 6:25. He says, 



“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, or stow 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? And 
why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not 
labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed 
like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you 
of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' 
or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.”

You don’t ever have to worry about money again. Now, you can choose to but you 
don’t have to. So, sometimes, when you understand... See, sometimes, when we are 
born into a new level of understanding, we understand that what God said was 
exactly true, we just didn’t understand the thing or it was not what we thought or 
wanted. 

The greatest prophecy in the Bible that we look forward to is the return of Jesus. 
They didn’t understand it. In Luke 18:31, the Bible says,

“Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He 
will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, 
flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”
Listen to Verse 34... Luke 18:34

“The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, 
and they did not know what he was talking about.”

Now, these are the men who are, physically, with Jesus. He told them about as clear 
as He could tell but because the experience was so far into them, they had never, 
not only had they never experienced anything alike, they’d never even heard of 
anything like that. It was so far into them that even when He told them, they still 
had no comprehension or understanding.

See, sometimes, people, God will whisper something in your mind but it’s so far 
unto you that you say, “I can’t do that! I’ll never be that. That can’t be me.” It’s so 
far unto you. It’s so above where you are that you have no – you can’t even grasp it. 



The disciples who walked with Jesus... and the Bible says, “They didn’t understand 
any of it.”

Often times, we don’t get the promises of God because it is not like we wanted or 
expected. Even when the women who showed up at his tomb, that’s in Luke 24 
beginning at the first verse.

“Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with 
them. They brought spices to adorn his body with. And they entered in, and found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were 
afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake 
unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.”

Remember what Jesus said so the next time something starts to worry you about 
money, remember what Jesus said! So when you remember what Jesus said, and 
they were there preparing to adorn His dead body. And then you’re going to say, 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? Get away from some of that dead! 
Why do you look for the living among the dead? That’s stuff dead!” Why do you look? 

They didn’t understand. And you know the disciples still didn’t even understand 
after Jesus rose after he was back into the Earth for 40 days. Act 1:6

“When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou 
at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”

Some of this stuff God is not going to tell you when it’s going to happen. It’s not for 
you to know. The time nor the season... He just not going to tell you when it’s going 
to happen. Whether it’s going to be tomorrow or ten thousand years from now, you 
don’t know when this stuff’s going to happen. 

“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.”

The angels asked both the women at the tomb and the disciples a question 
beginning with “Why?” “Why do you look for the living among the dead? And why do 



you stand gazing up in the heaven?” In other words, Why are you looking for Jesus 
all in the wrong places when the truth and the understanding of God’s fulfilling 
promise? Jesus I’ll be with you always. He’s going to live right here in your heart. 
And when we can get Jesus into our hearts, the fulfillment of the promises of God 
will start to manifest.

See, our concept of the fulfillment of the promises of God, basically, is for God to 
give us the desires of our heart. But usually, that heart is rooted in a lot of fleshy 
stuff. And until he can change the heart, he can’t give you the desires of the heart 
because the heart is not really towards him. The heart is towards all this stuff. 
You’re looking for the wrong one and you’re waiting on the wrong one. 

And sometimes, even when you get what God has sent you, it’s not going to be like 
you figured it was. God’s going to send it to you for a whole different purpose than 
what you had in your mind. And God will send things to you and send you through 
things for your edification and benefit that you neither want nor expect.

The whole idea of Jesus was not something Jesus wanted. He said, “Father, is there 
any other way? Take this bitter curse.” He said, “Is there any other way I can get 
this stuff done without having to go through that terrible crucifixion. Is there any 
other way? But nevertheless, thy will be done.”

When we get into the mind and to the heart of Jesus, there is a point that which we 
will say, “Lord, is there any way? Hey, get me out of this.” But we have to 
understand that, “Lord, is this thing is thy will? Is it thy will? Is it the fulfillment of 
thy word in my life? Then Lord, I will go through it with a smile on my face and a 
joy because even though I don’t understand all of it, I’m understanding a little bit.” 

And as the old folks say, ‘You’ll understand it better by and by’. The disciples didn’t 
understand it before He died yet when He rose, they saw Him again, they 
understood it more and more but even when He went up in the Heaven and they 
were just standing looking up, they still didn’t fully understand. You will never fully 
understand the workings of God but you will understand it better by and by. 

All of God’s promises comes from a God who cannot lie but there are reason why we 
fail to see the manifestation of these promises in our lives. And this fourth one is 
because it is not like we wanted or expected. 

And do you know sometimes that something is not like you wanted? You won’t even 
see it even if it standing right in front of you. It’s just not like you wanted it. You 
won’t even see it. You’ll deny it, you will blind yourself to, you will never admit it, 
you won’t even see it just because it’s not what you wanted.



And very and rarely is our will fully in line with God’s will. Most of the time, what 
we wanted is not really what God wants for. It’s like a child and a parent. You serve 
your child then most of the time what the child wants for dinner is not what you’re 
serving. They don’t want what you’re serving for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. 

They do not what you want and that’s the same way it is with the Heavenly Father 
and us. What we want is stuff that tastes good, smells good, and look good and we 
enjoy chewing on. What God says, “I’m going to give you some stuff that’s going to 
build your spirit, build your character, get you prepared to come up to Heaven. I’m 
going to give you some stuff that’s good for you though it may be bitter sometimes 
going in.” 

We don’t get the promises of God because we often fail to understand that what we 
want and expect is not what God has for our best interest. 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of The Word. You can hear all four of 
these. Just go to AirJesus.com, click ‘Series’ and you could listen to all four 
messages. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of The Word because, 
brother, you need the Word!


