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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

I recently attended a convention where Charles Darden, he’s the star of the TV 

show “Rock” was speaking and he told a story that happened while he was in 

prison. And he said, he really became converted as often many people do while he 

was in prison to Christ. You know sometimes God can speak to us best when we’re 

locked up, jammed up, can’t move one way right or left. So he said, he actually 

became converted while he was in Prison and he was attending a Bible study every 

day. And the man who was teaching the Bible study – one of the prisoners 

confronted him one day. He said, “Look, you don’t know that Bible.”  And the other 

fellow who was teaching the Bible says, “Yes I do.” 

 

He said, “You don’t know that Bible” he said, “I’ll bet you $20.00 that you don’t even 

know the Lord’s Prayer.” He said, “Yes I do!” He said, “I’ll bet you $20.00 that you 

don’t even know the Lord’s Prayer, if you know it just say it, and if you say it right, 

I’ll give you $20.00”. He said, “All right.” Stood back and straightened up his shirt 

and he said, “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I 

should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.” And the other fellow just 

stood there, and just looked at him. He just looked at him for a few seconds and 

finally he reached in his pocket and said, “I’ll be dog gone, here’s the $20.00, you did 

know it.” 

 

Now people, I hope we know the Lord’s Prayer better than those two gentlemen did. 

And today is Part 2 of the real Lord’s Prayer and I want to begin reading in 

Matthew 6:5 and this is Jesus talking, “5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be 

as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 

corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They 

have their reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 

thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 

seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain 

repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their 

much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what 

things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 

thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation,” 

And I want to just concentrate on a very important part of that prayer that will 

perhaps do for you what it did for me as I begin to study of the Lord’s Prayer. It 

changed the way that I was praying because I was praying the child’s prayer and 

you’ll understand it by the time that I finish. 



And today’s message is simply entitled, “The Lord’s Prayer – It’s Not My Prayer”. 

And I know some of you are saying, well pastor, what do you mean, it’s not my 

prayer?  The Lord’s Prayer, it’s not my prayer. Jesus gave us an example of both 

where to pray and how to pray. Now, he’s not talking about really corporate prayer. 

He’s talking about your personal prayer. He’s talking about don’t pray standing up 

in front of people just to be seen of men. There is a part of corporate prayer. 

We have corporate prayer Wednesday. We have it here Saturday. We have it here 

before every service. That is a necessary part of corporate prayer, but even the 

corporate prayers. Jesus is saying, “Look, when you really want to do your own 

prayer, you need to get in secret.”  That is the prayer that really counts. So Jesus 

tells you where to pray and then he tells you how to pray it. 

Now I want you to understand some very – a very important thing that I didn’t 

realize until I began studying the Lord’s Prayer and that’s why I say, it’s not my 

prayer.  The first word of the Lord’s Prayer is “Our” – Our Father which art in 

heaven, hollowed be thy name. Thy will be done, thy kingdom come on earth as it is 

in heaven. That is known as the adoration portion of the prayer. And next come the 

petition portions of the prayer. Give us our daily bread. Forgive us our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation. There is no “My, I, Me or Mine” in the way Jesus told 

us to pray. 

And as I began to realize that, I began to realize, I've been praying wrong all these 

years. Not like Jesus told us to pray but the way I wanted to pray.  You know, too 

often we just do the things the way we want to do it and not the way God told us to 

do and then we wonder why got this mess, why things don’t work, why stuff is 

ineffective. When you understand how Jesus told you to pray, there’s no – I, there’s 

no – Me, there’s no-Mine in it. And when I began to realize this, how many of our 

prayers are nothing but – Lord help me! Lord give me this, Lord I want this, Lord 

can you send me this, help my house, help my family, help my company, Lord help 

my stuff. 

That is not the way Jesus told you to pray and it’s plain as day when the revelation 

comes to you. There’s not an I, a me, or a mine anywhere in the Lord’s Prayer. And 

as I saw this thing, I began to just get some revelation and some understanding of 

why Jesus told us to pray that way and what its real implication is for our lives. 

Now, the last message dealing with the Lord’s Prayer is Message # 5481 and it was 

entitled, “The Next Verse” and it was actually the next verse after the Lord’s Prayer 

where Jesus said, “Look, if you don’t forgive others their sins then my Father cannot 

forgive you your sins”. So it basically – and if you go back and listen to that 

message, I basically told you, “Look, if you don’t forgive people, you don’t need to 

pray the Lord’s Prayer because the Lord’s Prayer basically says, Father forgive me 

as I forgive others and the corollary of that is this, if don’t forgive others don’t 

forgive me”. And all of us have some sins, have some wrong doings, some stuff we 

haven’t done, some stuff we should have done. All of us have messed and 



unrighteousness in our lives. And what the Lord’s Prayer says is – Look, God you 

forgive me just like I forgive others and is I'm not forgiving anybody then don’t 

forgive me. 

So the Lord’s Prayer is a dangerous prayer if you have unforgiveness in your heart 

and soul. It’s a dangerous prayer. You don’t need to pray it if you have 

unforgiveness. But the other thing about the Lord’s Prayer is, there’s nowhere in it 

where it says to pray just for you. No, every single word that deals with a petition 

deals with the corporate body. And it begins with our fault. See, we pray – My Lord, 

you know, we’ve never ever seen, even the way – My Lord, My Lord… It’s not just 

your Lord, Jesus said, “Our Father” our, it’s not just you. 

Turn to the person next to you and just tell them, it’s not just you! See, when we can 

get to the point of understanding that life is not just you. That’s why so much of our 

stuff is messed up now, because we just think about us. It’s not just you. So Jesus 

even told you when you start praying the way that Jesus told you to pray, it will 

change your very focus of life. And I have to read to you myself because everyone of 

my prayers was a childish prayer. 

Now, when you go on back and when you look at the childish prayer, think what the 

childish prayer says. Now, who – see this is the childish prayer or how did we get 

the childish prayer, our parents taught it to us. Everything about the childish 

prayer is self centered.  Now the childish prayer didn’t come from the Bible. The 

childish prayer came from man, that’s why you have to be very careful of the stuff 

man gives you. See, man will give you some stuff, it sounds good. Now I lay me 

down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep, if I should die before I wake, I pray 

the Lord my soul to take. 

It sounds good. It is poetic, it sounds right but everything in it is against what Jesus 

says about how to pray. But it is the stuff man gave, you see there’s a lot of stuff 

that man and society gives you that seems modern. It feels good, it sounds good, but 

its dead wrong against the word of God. And every one of us has learned to pray 

from the childish prayer and most of us have never grown up from it. Now, I lay me 

down to sleep. If I should die, which is basically me – Look it just says about me. 

That’s what their whole prayer says. 

You know, it’s the prayer that I was preaching about – you know, the man who 

prayed, “Lord bless me, my wife, our two children, us and no more”. That’s basically 

what the child’s prayer is. When it is so obvious, everything in the child’s prayer is I 

and My. But if you listen to many of our prayers and petitions to God, it’s the child’s 

prayer. Lord, help me pay this rent Lord. Lord help me get the promotion Lord. 

Lord help me find me a good husband Lord. Help me and find me a good wife. Lord, 

get this pain out of my body Lord. Help me – Me, me, me, my… 



It’s the child’s prayer and even though we know the Lord’s Prayer we say the child’s 

prayer. And there is a point in life of where we simply have to grow up and we have 

to stop using and saying the child’s prayer. I have to re-gear myself even when 

praying for my company because every prayer I said for my company was for who – 

My company, so even in our corporate meeting, we would always – every prayer is 

always for my company – Lord bless the folks right here. 

I had to begin to start praying for other companies, for other righteous companies 

and I had to take it beyond because what happens people with the mentality of 

praying for just me – often what you’re really saying is Lord bless me but destroy 

them. Lord let our sales go up but let everybody else’s sale go down. What really 

happens when you really look at the inner soul—Lord, let my child do well in school, 

let my child be the top. Well that means, you let everybody else’s child be under. 

And really when you start looking at our childish prayers, I had to re-gear even in 

my company. I have to re-gear, so Lord, let every righteous company prosper. 

There’s enough for everybody. It’s our Father and when you understand our Father 

who art in heaven, when we start hollowing the name of God, see, you got to get 

through those first ones before you get to the asking part. 

See, when you understand who your daddy is, Our Father who art in heaven 

hollowed be thy name – now there’s a difference between hollowed be thy name – 

you have to understand what that really means to set apart, to set it above. Are you 

hollowing God in your life? For those of you who are parents, all you got to do is ask 

your children, they can tell you. All you got to do is ask your children, they know 

without question whether you put God first or whether you just get to God when 

you can. Now, most of the time you can’t, they know. 

If you want to know whether you’re hollowing God ask your children. Just go and 

ask the child – Look, does Daddy put God first in life? And if they go – who? And if 

they say – Who, you’re not hollowing God in your life. Hollowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come. Jesus says, the kingdom of heaven is within. When you start 

hollowing God in your life, there’s a kingdom of heaven that will come in you and 

then – then you go ask him for the stuff. Give – but it doesn’t say give me my daily 

bread, give us our daily bread. Lord forgive us our debts as we forgive OUR debtors. 

Lead US not into temptation. Don’t just let me be righteous dear Father, help 

everybody who wants to be righteous, Lord. Help everybody be righteous. 

When we start looking at how Jesus truly told us to pray, we’ll change the way that 

we pray and when we change the way that we pray we will change the way that we 

behave. I began to understand it clearer even while God had given me the 

command, do not compete. Now, this is not for everybody, but it was specifically 

what God told me and I was having issues with it because my children liked to play 

me and stuff. And recently they’ve been on this ping-pong kick and they – and the 

last time that I played my children in ping-pong, my left knee went to aching 



again—T he same knee that ached when I went to racing them and competing 

against them.  

And I was saying to myself, I can go out and ran five miles and I don’t have any 

problems but I play this one game where two or three four games and my knee is 

aching and I knew in my spirit, I said, I told you not to compete but I said, Lord, 

these are my children, I told you not to compete. And I began to understand because 

I saw the gleam in my children’s eyes as they competed with daddy. Now, 

understand this, daddy is the human flesh, the human being that provides every bit 

of that material possession, daddy provides for everything they have. Daddy pays 

the rent, daddy buys the food, daddy pays for the help, daddy pays for everything 

they put in their mouth, where they sleep, daddy pays for everything. But all they 

wanted to do was put the mess out of daddy. 

Competition will sometimes, it will even make you forget where your source is. So I 

was saying to myself, Lord, I want to be able to play with the children but I got – 

and see every time I knew when he had my knee hurting, I knew it wasn’t physical, 

it was God telling me – I told you not to do this and when you deviate from what I 

tell you to do, it’s going to cause some pain in your world. See many of you got pain 

in your world but I guarantee you, generally where there is pain in your world, you 

have deviated from the word of God. You may be on track with what man says, you 

may be on track with the child’s prayer but you’re out of line with the Lord’s Prayer. 

So I knew and I had to device the way I see it – well let me see if I can play with the 

children without violating the competition. So yesterday – because everyday I get – 

Daddy can we play ping-pong, can we play, I’ve gotten better Daddy, I think I can 

take you now. Let’s play ping-pong. So yesterday, I decided, I said – Look, I'm going 

to play with you but I will not keep scores. We will just – no score keeping because – 

I sat down with them, I explained about my competition. I told them I could not 

compete. I said we’re just going to play but we will not keep the score. 

So I began playing and my son got the first point but we weren’t keeping score. He 

got the second point but we weren’t keeping scores, he got the third point and as he 

got the third point, I saw a little smile across his face and when the smile went 

across his face he didn’t get another point for the next ten points. But what I saw 

even within my own children in competition – there’s nothing wrong with 

competition, it hones skills and drives and it helps you sometimes to rise in the 

world but God was trying to show me, I don’t want you competing, I don’t want you 

competing by trying to pray, prophesy, and preaching. And sometimes, if you go to a 

service where you got several preachers you can see the competition among the 

preachers. 

Everybody wants to pray better preach better. Everybody just wants to outdo 

everybody. Competition is a spirit that will get in you that causes it where you want 

me, mine and I to do well and everyone else to do bad. It’s against the Lord’s Prayer, 



which wants all of us doing well. And we need to change our focus even in the 

manner in which we pray. 

And let me tell you something people, the oldest book in the Bible is actually the 

book of Job, it’s not the book of Genesis. Job is the oldest and most ancient book of 

the Bible. And some of you will say, well, I need to pray for my stuff because I got – 

Pastor you don’t understand how much pain and how much anguish and how much 

suffering I'm undergoing. How much need – I need to pray for my needs. You don’t 

have any problems than Job did. Job lost all of his children. Job lost his health. Job 

lost all of his money. Job lost his reputation, you don’t have any problems than Job 

had. Job was sitting there with no children—All of his children dead, sores all over 

his body, everybody looking down on him wondering what he had done, his wife 

telling him to curse God and then he was broke. 

Job had all these issues but yet – and Job was whining and pleading and praying to 

God. How many of you all have been whining, pleading and praying to God like him. 

You’ve been whining, Lord help me – Help me Lord! Help me Jesus help me. How 

many of you all – but Job, having gone through all of this, it wasn’t until the 42nd 

chapter of the book of Job, which has 42 chapters. It wasn’t until the 42nd chapter 

and the tenth verse that said – and the Lord turned the captivity of Job, he turned 

the captivity. See, some of you all are just held hostage and captive by all of this 

stuff. The Lord turned the captivity of Job but he didn’t turn the captivity of Job has 

just been praying all of those prayers. 

If you read the book of Job when Job has just been praying all those prayers, if you 

read the book of Job, all the stuff – on how much trouble he’s in. Lord, I wish I just 

hadn’t been born, why are you doing all this stuff to me? God did not change a 

single thing in Job’s life until the 42nd chapter the 10th verse of the Book of Job. And 

it said, “And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: 

also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.” They were the friends who 

had been talking about Job through his whole ordeal. They weren’t encouraging 

him, these are the friends who kept saying – Look, you must have done some pretty 

bad stuff – to all this stuff to come on you. You have done just some mess, some low 

down—these were all of the friends who had ridiculed and criticized and ostracized 

him through his whole process. 

And God said, he did not turn the captivity of Job until he changed from the 

childish prayer to the Lord’s Prayer. Some of your captivity is not going to be turned 

until you change from the childish prayer to the Lord’s Prayer. Until you stop 

whining and belly – God knows – Jesus says, Look – he says, Look, Our Father, he 

knows what you need before you even ask it. He knows what situation you have, not 

that he doesn’t know but God says he did not turn the captivity of Job. Perhaps the 

book of the Bible that is most identified with great suffering and loss, he did not 

turn the captivity of Job until Job prayed for his friends. 



We got to change the way we’re praying. OUR Father, listen to what it says – who 

art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. Thy Kingdome come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven, give… Keep going with it. I said say it loud, the corporate part, 

OUR, US, and forgive us out debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver who from evil? Us! Not me, not I, not Mine, Us! 

Until we understand the Lord’s Prayer many of us will not be delivered from our 

captivity. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. I hope this 

message changes the way that you pray. You can hear this message absolutely of 

charge or send it to a friend who needs it at AirJesus.com. We thank you for your 

joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 

Amen, amen and amen. And we often have had altered calls where we come from 

one thing or another but almost in every instance of every altered call that I can 

remember in recent times, we’ve always come for our selves, for us – Me, My, I. 

Sometimes to even change a mentality or a flow of that way we have been going 

through life. It begins just with a step today and I want to just ask those to come 

and come to the altar to pray for someone other than you, someone even other than 

your own. Someone else that fits into the category that’s not me, myself and I. We’re 

so focused on just us, so many days, weeks, months and years of life that we have 

even forgotten how to be concerned about other people. 

So right now, I'm going to ask those who want to pray for others and have that 

person in mind, not you, not yours, what others to just come today and just come to 

the altar. For those of you who are listening online, just bow your heads and thing 

about someone else. And as you come and as you begin to pray for others and don’t 

just pray for the good folks. See, don’t just pray for the people who have just been so 

good to you. God said, he didn’t turn Job’s captivity until he prayed for the people 

who have talked about him, for the people who have said all kind of negative stuff, 

from those who had hurt Job. 

God said, he didn’t turn Job’s captivity until he talked about the folks who had been 

low down to him. See, when you understand what Jesus said, he said, Bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who despite – who’ll use you, these are the ones that 

elevate you as you can pray for them. And in your heart right now, I just want you 

to be silent for just a few seconds. 

Bow your heads, think of that person and I want you to say a prayer for them. 

Amen, amen and amen. You may go back to your seats and be seated. Some of your 

captivity is going to change just from this today and your prayers will change as you 

remember and think of what the Lord really said about how you should pray. 

 

 


