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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

This is the third and final part of the Lord’s Prayer. Part 1 was Sermon # 5481 and 

it was entitled, “The Verse After” and this had to do – it was the only verse that 

Jesus commented on the Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:14 and 15 and Jesus said, “For if 

ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye 

forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

So Part 1, “The Verse After” dealt with – if you’re going to pray the Lord’s Prayer 

you have to forgive people because if you don’t forgive people, God cannot forgive 

you. 

 

Part 2 is entitled, “It’s Not My Prayer” and basically that talked about there’s 

nothing in the Lord’s Prayer that is individual. If you read and know the Lord’s 

Prayer; everything is ‘US’ and everything is ‘OUR’. There is nothing that is ‘ME’, 

there is nothing that is ‘MINE’, there is nothing that is ‘I’. And Jesus was telling us 

to pray not so much just for ourselves but to pray for others inclusively. 

 

So today, I'm going to deal with a third and final aspect of the Lord’s Prayer, as 

hopefully this series will take us out of our childish prayers because sometimes, 

children will pray prayers that are actually rather immature. Even some of them 

will say some things that may appear rather humorous to them but it’s actually – 

got a lot of truth and reality. 

 

One child was simply saying, lead us not into temptation but deliver us some email. 

And another said – and forgive us our trash passes as we forgive those who passed 

trash against us. And actually that’s kind of true about all that trash passing, that 

if God can forgive us our trash passing, then we can forgive others who are going to 

pass trash against us. 

 

Part 3 of the Lord’s Prayer is simply entitled, “Before You Ask”. Often times when 

we are praying, we don’t pray like Jesus told us to pray. We essentially just beg God 

for stuff. Lord give me this, Lord send me this, Lord get me out of this, Lord please 

this – this – this, Lord help me this… We simply beg God for so much stuff but if we 

understand the way that Jesus told us to pray ye in light manner, if we understand 

the process, then we will change the way that we pray and petition God. And when 

we get to the second part of the Lord’s Prayer – Give us this day our daily bread – 

Lord have mercy, we have begged God for bread. 

 

I mean, by bread often, it means simply that which we need for our material 

sustenance. You know even money is slangly called bread. How many of you all just 

in the last week have asked God for some bread? I mean some money kind of bread. 

We can almost, that’s why it’s called bread – Give us this day our daily bread and 

we ask God for things and so much and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil Lord. Get me out of 



this. And Lord, wipe my stuff clean and Lord, provide for me. Well those are all the 

petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, but see, Jesus told us to do something before we ask.  

 

Often times, we will skip the way and the manner that Jesus has told us to pray 

and we go right into the asking part. Can you imagine how it is – just you – do you 

know how it is? Some of you have some people and every time you see them – you 

all know what I'm about to say. Every time you see them, they want something from 

you. And you know it the minute you lay eyes on them that you know all they want 

is something from you and you know that they are going to come up to you – give 

me this, give me that, help me with this. You know that for the most part, the 

minute you see them and even if they give you something, you know – sometimes 

they say people that give you stuff and it’s got a string attached to it. I don’t even 

like to take stuff from some folk because it doesn’t even have a string attached – it’s 

got a rope and chains attached to it. 

 

And you know if they give you a cup of coffee, they want a whole coffee plantation 

back. So sometimes you can understand how God feels if every time he hears from 

you all you’re doing is asking him for stuff. Every time there’s a word that comes up 

to heaven that will grease his ears from your lips, every time God hears from you, 

all it has to do, you’re asking him, pleading him, begging him for stuff. And if we 

follow the pattern that Jesus has told us, has given us to pray. 

 

There is a part that he told us before we ask. Our father, which art in heaven 

hollowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. That’s what he told us to pray “Before We Ask”. 

 

There are 66 words in the King James Version of the Lord’s Prayer. That whole 

prayer can be prayed in less than 45 seconds. But we spend all of our time for the 

most part, just asking God for stuff. Martin Luther who was a great reformer said 

this, he says, “Our greatest sins are committed on our knees” and that’s kind of 

hard to understand and I know some people will say – Well Martin Luther must not 

know me very well. He said, “Our greatest sins are committed on our knees”. And 

he says, “The great sin in our praying is that we are too often self centered and self 

seeking”. And before we ask for bread, before we ask for rent money, before we ask 

for healing, before we ask for companionship, before we ask for trials and 

tribulations to be removed from our lives, before we ask, we need to understand 

what Jesus said to pray before we ask. 

 

And the first three things of the Lord’s Prayer deal with the majesty of God, the 

purpose of God and the will of God. The majesty of God, our Father, which art in 

heaven hollowed be thy name. And when you study into what the word ‘hollowed’ 

mean – to set it apart, to set it above, to make it first, it is separated, unique, it is 

consecrated. When something is hollowed, it’s not ordinary. Our Father, which art 



in heaven, ‘hollowed’ be they name. We’ve got to learn how to put God separate, 

above, everything else in our lives. First, Our Father hollowed be thy name. 

 

For those of you who don’t know. We are in the midst of our annual trade show 

which is being held now at the Georgia World’s Congress Center. It’s one of the 

largest if not the largest trade shows in the state of Georgia. And my brother called 

me on yesterday and he said, “CNN which is the international – it is basically the 

largest news organization probably on the face of the planet – and he said, CNN 

wants to interview us tomorrow, which is today at 12 noon.” He said – this is the 

biggest interview that we probably ever have had or ever will have because this will 

go around the world. He said – You need to get somebody to preach at the Ark so 

you can be there at the CNN interview. 

 

And I wanted to ask God before I committed to that but I was hesitant about what I 

would hear because I wasn’t sure because sometimes if there’s something that’s 

really beneficial to you, you get it twisted up – what you heard. Do you understand 

what I mean? I'm just playing this simple. Sometimes, if there’s something – you 

know you’ll hear God and – for something you really – really want to do, you can 

hear all kinds of stuff from the Lord. I'm just telling you the truth. 

 

So I knew that – with the way it was being presented and going all around the 

world – I wasn’t sure that I could even trust my spirit to be pure enough to hear it 

correctly. So this is what I did. I'm not suggesting that you all do this but this is 

what I did. Because I just didn’t trust myself to hear it clearly – I'm just – you all 

know, I tell you stuff just like this – what I did – so I may be ashamed of it but I'm 

going to tell you anyway, this is what I did. 

 

So I took a quarter out of my pocket and I said Lord, I said, - Look, I don’t even 

trust that he’s right because this thing is so big I don’t even trust it – that your 

word will get through my spirit clear enough. So I said, Lord, what am I going to do? 

I'm just going to flip this coin and you control this coin. And I said, heads I go to the 

show and tails I go to the Ark. So that’s what I'm going to do. And I heard God 

speak clearly, and this is what he said – Why are you going to put me on the tail 

side? I said Wow! God wants to be on the head side. He does not want to be tails in 

your life. And see, this – this is the problem, what happens with some of us. See 

sometimes when we have gotten our tail in trouble then we go to calling on God. 

 

We don’t put him as head but when we have gotten our tail – there is a little bit 

more descriptive with that tail – but when we have gotten our tail in trouble, then 

we want to go calling on God. That’s when we want to put him as head once we have 

gotten our tail in trouble. So he said, why are you going to put me on the tail? And 

instantly I knew I was hearing pretty clear from God. So I flip that coin and it came 

of head – so I'm here. 

 



So, this is what happened. Early this morning my brother called me and he said, I 

talked with the CNN man, the anchor person and he said, he’s not going to be there 

until 2 o’clock. So when God is head God will change everything around if you just 

put him as head. See, hollowed be thy name. Before you go ask him for all these 

stuff, before you go crying and wining and begging and belly aching to God – put 

God as head of your life, get him off the tail end, put him upfront, put him above, 

separate him, hollow him so everything shines down from above with God in your 

life and you’ll find some things will start turning around and some changes – and 

God will take and change schedules. He’ll influence people; stuff will go to heaven 

that you don’t even understand. Just put God head – Hollowed be thy name – Our 

Father. 

 

And people when you understand and just understand our father, when you have 

God as your father who owns the cattle of thousand hills and owns the hills. When 

you have God as your father, what is it that he cannot give you? But there is plenty 

that he will not give you. Now there’s a difference in there. But God wants you to 

have what is best for your life. 

 

Brother Ivan was over at my house last week. She comes over periodically to help 

my son Christian with his music and afterwards they had gone downstairs to play 

ping-pong. I told you about my sons and their competitiveness with the ping-pong. 

Well, they challenged brother Ivan the ping-pong. And when I walked down stairs, 

there was brother Ivan and Josees locked in the heat of a vicious ping-pong game. I 

mean, they were back and forth, they were sweating – they were playing like – 

mean and they were vallowing back and forth within one point of each other. But I 

as the father stood there and I love Brother Ivan. Do you understand that? I love 

Brother Ivan, he’s a good man, I want the best for Brother Ivan. But Brother Ivan 

was there playing my son and there they were vollowing back and forth. 

 

One got one point then another got another point then finally they went into deuce. 

And there I was as the father standing there. Now, if I were not related to Ivan and 

if I were in partial, I would have simply said, let the best man win. But because I 

was the father, because that was my child, there is something about a father that 

will go out to the child even when the child doesn’t deserve it, even when the child 

has been wayward, even when the child may not even fully acknowledge the father, 

there is something about a father that goes out to the child and because it was my 

child, you are a child of God. And because you are his child, even when you don’t 

deserve it, because you are his child, God wants the very best for you. 

 

And Jesus – Jesus said, “Look, if evil men” he said, “If they won’t give snakes to 

their children but only want good things for their children, what do you think the 

heavenly father wants for his children? I know without question that God wants the 

best for men. But I have to recognize the majesty of God. Our Father which art in 

heaven, hollowed be thy name. Father I set you above, I set you apart, I set you 



over, I set you as head of my life. They kingdom come, the purpose of God, God 

wants the kingdom of heaven in your life. God wants you in heaven and when a 

father wants the child in heaven and wants the best for the child, then you’ll 

understand that everything God orchestrates in my life is for my good. It may not 

feel good but it is for my good. 

 

And see this is where we as children often get things so confused, twisted up and 

misunderstood because it doesn’t feel good, we think that it is not for our good. And 

what we want, we want the stuff that feels good even if it is not for our good. Do you 

know, there’s a whole lot of stuff that feels good that’s not good for you? When we 

understand the purpose of God and when you know, and sometimes I have to talk 

with some of my sons at times. And I have to ask them a simple question, especially 

when I have to restrict things from them, when I have to discipline them, I ask 

them one question. Sometimes even when I have to tell them to do things that they 

are scared of, don’t want to do. I ask them one question. Has daddy every told you to 

do anything. I’ll put you in any situation that was harmful and it wasn’t for your 

better good. 

 

Has Daddy ever done that? And everyone of my sons will always have to answer – 

No daddy never has. Has God ever put you in a situation that was really for your 

ultimate distraction? Never God, you are his child—and when you understand that 

just as in earth – and here I am retched flesh and I only want to best for my 

children. Here I am with all these flaws and here I am with all these cracks and 

with all these dark spots. I mean here I am with all this mess and I only want the 

best for my children. If I'm like this, what about God, for you? And when you 

understand the purpose of God and that the purpose of God in your life is to bring 

the kingdom heaven within. 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and 

finally, thy will be done. The will of God – when we understand that we often will 

not understand the will of God. God is complicated. I recognize that plenty of time. 

God is complicated. He says it in his word. I had a situation once where God has 

spoken something to me and it didn’t come to pass like I thought. It came to past 

but it was totally twisted from what I figured. And I just trusted God, I really did. I 

said – Lord, why can’t you just tell me this stuff straight. I got to be in some riddle 

of parable in this – why can’t you just tell me the stuff just straight. Why you got to 

be so twisted? And I never will forget God answering me just as clear. 

 

He said my word is twisted. So you got that right because there’s a lot of stuff still 

on that we don’t understand. But even though there maybe twists and even though 

we may see through a glass darkly, the will of God in some instances, we cannot 

understand his orchestration. We are just a clay and he’s the potter. The things of 

God are beyond our comprehension. I can’t understand a God who could create me. I 

can’t even make a strand of hair. I'm a cosmetic chemist. I have a degree in it but I 



can’t make a strand of hair. So if I can’t make a strand of hair, how can I 

comprehend the being who could make the entire body fling the stars in the earth 

and the sky. How can I even begin to understand his comprehension? My IQ, I'm 

like an absolute bumbling idiot. 

 

So I understand that I don’t understand. And I understand that the will of God 

maybe beyond stuff that I will ever be able to comprehend. But I understand that 

the will of God is beneficial for me if I just do the word of God. Many times the will 

of God will send you through some stuff. As a matter of fact most of the time, it will. 

Just go read the lines of any of the prophets and when you read their lines – most of 

them are two pronged. They just say, just kill me, Lord just kill me now. They really 

did. So sometimes God can send you through some things but if you understand and 

never forget that you are his child and he is your father. And understand that his 

purpose is to bring the kingdom of heaven in your life. And understand that if you 

stay in his will, even when you don’t understand it, just stay in his word. 

 

You won’t understand all this stuff orchestrating on this, just like I didn’t 

understand that CNN thing. I didn’t understand that God was going to shift the 

stuff around. He just wanted to see if I was going to be faithful. Sometimes God just 

wants to see if you are going to be faithful. Abraham didn’t understand it when he 

was about to take the dagger and stab it into Isaac’s heart. He didn’t understand it. 

So there are some things that you will not understand. But if you are faithful, if you 

are faithful to do these things before you ask. Jesus gave us the pattern of how to 

pray. But like so many other things of the Bible, we have gotten away from the 

pattern in just done it our way. 

 

Before you ask, understand the majesty of God. Our father charged in heaven, 

hollowed be thy name. Understand the purpose of God – Thy kingdom come and 

understand as best as you can the will of God. And if we can change our prayer life, 

we will change the results of our prayers. God wants to answer your prayers but he 

wants you to even pray them in the right manner. 

 

Go and listen to this entire series. Just go to AirJesus.com, put prayer in the search 

box, it begins with message # 5482. You can listen to them all absolutely free at 

AirJesus.com. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the word because 

brother, you need the Word. Amen, amen, and amen. 

 

And also don’t forget even on that first message, that C. Elijah has been preaching a 

series. And the series, he’s concluded the series entitled, “How to Forgive and Let 

Go.” So the first part of this series, it talked about – that you had to forgive others 

in order for God to forgive you. Forgiveness is not an easy thing. When someone has 

done you wrong it’s very difficult to let that stuff get out of your system but it’s 

absolutely essential. So when you understand the purpose and the will, it doesn’t 

mean that it’s easy but it does mean, it fits God’s purpose and it is in his will that if 



you ever do his will, stuff would work out. If you ever do his will, stuff will work out. 

Amen, amen. 

 

Well, we’re going to just ask right now, if there’s anyone who wants to come for 

salvation or re-dedication of your life unto our savior Jesus the Christ who is 

perhaps the most classic example of doing the will of the father. When you look up 

the first words of Jesus in the Bible – I believe it’s in Luke 2:29.  And in the first 

words of Jesus, the first words that Jesus says, “I have to be about my Father’s 

business.” He began his ministry, the first words in the Bible, was he had to be 

about his Father’s business. “I can do nothing that I don’t see my Father do.” 

 

If you look at the last words of Jesus as he was crucified before he was resurrected, 

his last words – “Father, Father” if you understand even the Hebrew, the first word 

in the Scripture, if you have a Strong’s Concordance is ‘Ab’, which means father. So 

it begins the Scripture. It began and ended Jesus’ earthly ministry, ‘Our Father’ 

and his Father is your Father.  And when you can grab that revelation – but his 

Father sent his Son through some stuff, and his great power didn’t even come until 

he came out of that wilderness. You know, when the Holy Ghost landed on him – 

the first thing he did was set into the wilderness and some of you will have to go 

through a wilderness and you don’t understand why. And you say, Look if I'm in 

God’s will, I wouldn’t be having any trouble. Well, what Bible you’ve been reading? 

 

I mean, what Bible have you been reading? All of the folks who did the most stuff 

for God had the most trouble. So just because you have trouble in your life, it 

doesn’t mean that you're not in the will of God but you need to make sure that the 

trouble that you are having is because the Devil is attacking you because you are in 

the will of God, not that he’s attacking you because you put God as a tail. 

 

So from these four messages, three that I have brought and actually the series that 

C. Elijah brought – some of us just needs to make a turn-around and just to change 

in our prayer life. And I had someone to even tell me today that – Pastor that thing 

you preached last time about changing that prayer from me to us, it’s hard – but it’s 

a change of focus. It is a change of words and it will be a change of results, because 

whenever you’re out of God’s will, you just can’t get what God has for you. So as you 

make these changes and as you put God first in your life as head of everything, you 

are going to see some changes.  

 


