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Amen, I would just like to thank the Ark of Salvation Choir, my brothers and all of 

those who came from the Ark to be with us here today. With you here from the Ark 

of Salvation, would you just stand and let everyone at Calvary see you. 

 

And normally I don’t take anyone with me when I go to speak, this is  probably the 

first time they’ve ever gone anywhere with me to speak because usually when I go 

out, I don’t even tell anybody and the administrator asked me, could we bring a 

choir. And I told them, I said, normally, I don’t travel with anyone. And she said, 

Mr. Bronner I know, I said but this is Hoke Smith. This is a different ballgame. It’s 

a different league and because this is Hoke Smith we need to take everybody. 

 

And we were actually together upon yesterday; there was a funeral of Deacon John 

Robinson who was a Deacon at Witch Creek [ph] which is a church that we all came 

up in and Deacon Robinson was 98 years old and his son did the eulogy and his son 

was born when he was 62 years old and they had some videos of Deacon Robinson at 

his last birthday party and he was just telling the story and he was saying – people 

said that when he married his wife that he was not going to keep that young woman 

but I believe that because he married that woman – that’s why deacon got to be 98. 

 

And when I looked over and saw Mrs. Smith and so how good she was looking, Mr. I 

think you’re going to make it to 120 – but you know sometimes you can tell how well 

a man is really doing by just looking at his wife and you can tell how smart a man is 

sometimes by how he treats and honors his wife. You know, in many cultures it is 

traditional for the wife to stand on the left and the back. If you look at the picture 

on the front, he got his wife on the right in front. So, he’s got sense beyond intellect 

and he has been such a blessing to us throughout the years. He’s actually – Dr. 

Smith is actually been our tour guide around the world and we have gone so many 

places with him and because of him he took us to Israel and to Egypt. He took us to 

Greece and to Rome and Italy, and even his last venture; he tried to get us to go 

there. He went to Ethiopia and I wanted to go but you had to get about 10 

vaccinations to go to Ethiopia. I said, men, I'm just not going to take all those shots. 

I can use this, this is better. 

 

Testing let’s see, still there’s feedback, is there another mike somewhere that’s 

home? Okay, let’s see how that sounds – still. Why don’t you just turn on the hand 

held, I can just use this one and you can turn this one off and that may stop it. 

Sometimes I see, when God has a word for you to hear, the devil will try to get the 

man to shut it up. Amen.  Sometimes when you see a little stuff getting in the way, 

it just lets you know that – Amen, amen and amen. I might have to do like Red Fox 

used to do, he would put on his glasses and back way up so he could see. 

 

But indeed it is such a great honor for me to be here in the presence of such a great 

man Dr. Hoke Smith and his wife Mrs. Anne Smith and they have done such a 

phenomenal job here.  So when he asked me, would I come and speak today, I was 



indeed beyond honored to pay tribute to such a legacy and to such a legend as Dr. 

Hoke Smith.  

 

Before I begin, we’ll just bow heads for a word of prayer. Dear heavenly Father I 

just pray that upon this auspicious day that you show and guide every word that I 

shall speak, control every thought dear father. I pray that you open the hearts and 

minds of the people, that they should be able to receive that what you shall render 

unto them upon this day. Father, even let the word reverate into their hearts and 

mind just as this mighty speaking back to me. Father, feedback comes when a 

sound goes forth and it is amplified and fed back into the source. Father we just 

pray that even today that the words that you shall send forth, Father it shall go into 

them become amplified and even see back into others and it shall never stop 

ringing, in thy Son Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Your theme for this 22nd Anniversary is, “Unifying the Territory While Keeping the 

Vision”. And when I heard of the 22 years of Dr. Hoke Smith, to be perfectly honest 

about it the first thing that popped into my mind about the number 22 was 

Shaquille O'Neal. And he used to have a video game that they would advertize on 

television and it was a Shaq Game and I would never forget as watched the 

commercial they would get to one part and they would always say, talking about his 

shoe size, size 22. 

 

And indeed you have some big shoes to fill. I don’t think you’re size 22 but you have 

big shoes to fill. What does 22 mean Biblically? From the book, “Biblical 

Mathematics”, by Evangelist Ed Vallowe, 22 is the manifestation of light, 22 is the 

number that is connected with light. There were 22 bowls to hold oil in the candle 

stick and the tabernacle. There were three branches on each side of the staff of the 

candle stick. Each branch had three bowls; this makes six branches with 18 bowls. 

And the candlestick itself, the staff were four bowls and that’s in Exodus 25:31-34. 

This is a total of 22 bowls serving the seven lamps. The purpose of the candlestick 

with its lamps was to give light. 

 

In Matthew 5:15, Jesus said, “Neither do men light a candle and put it under a 

bushel but on a candle stick and it giveth light to all in the house. Let your light so 

shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father, which 

is in heaven. The savior called the children of light. You are all children of the light 

1 Thessalonians 5:5, when 14 for salvation is added to 8 for the new birth, the sum 

is 22. In Acts 22:4, Paul was relating the experience on the Damascus road. He told 

about the great light that shown from heaven. He said, he heard a voice saying unto 

him, Saul, Saul why persecuted thou me. In this place, the name of Saul occurs the 

22nd time. In Numbers 3:39, a total of 22,000 Levites were numbered to serve in the 

priestly work of the tabernacle. 

 



They were to give and minister light to the people. The number thousand means 

glory of the Lord and 22 is the number of light. Thus the number 22,000 Levites, 

were to reveal to the people the light of the glory of the Lord – 22 is the number of 

light. And Jesus is the light of the world but yet it takes a shepherd to even bring 

the light unto the house of the children of God. So we thank the shepherd for 

bringing light for 22 years. 

 

But that’s not God lead me to speak on, that’s what I looked up on my own. And 

every time I speak, it is a good thing and I wish that I could take the best of my 

messages. Messages that were tried and true that I knew how people were going to 

react to, I wish that I could take the best of my messages and go and preach 

somewhere else and use that same message. Most of the time the church is not here 

so no one would have heard it before so they wouldn’t know that they are not brand 

new. 

 

I wish that I could do that but God has never let me go anywhere with an old 

message, nothing wrong with that but each time he has given me a word of that 

house at that time. So the message that I bring to you today is brand new. And I 

heard the deacon speak about the revelation that he got as he was walking. Well 

deacon I didn’t get this revelation while I was walking, I was riding. And I was 

riding – I take Wednesdays off and I was – God just let me go to the springs. There’s 

a place called Indian Springs in Georgia, it’s an hour outside of Atlanta. And I just 

got in my car let the top back. Now I have a smart car, smart car is actually is the 

smallest car in America. Now I have a big Lexus, when I want to go somewhere to 

impress people, I’d drive a Lexus. 

 

But when I don’t give a hoot about folks, I'm with the smart with the top down. So I 

didn’t give a hoot about folks, I was in the smart car, I punched in the GPS, the 

destination for Indian Springs, I knew how to get there but I wanted to take a 

different road and I punched up the navigation settings, it says, avoid highways. 

Sometimes you want to get somewhere in a hurry. Other times you just want to 

enjoy the journey. Let me tell you something people, many of your lives will be a 

whole lot better if you could punch in avoid highways. There are sometimes in life, 

to be honest about it, you need to learn how to just enjoy the ride, how to just enjoy 

the journey. 

 

And I punched in – avoid highways, and I went some places that I had never gone 

before. I mean, I went down some gravel dirt roads, dust, chicken up everywhere 

but I crossed over some crystal springs that I just had to get out and just marvel 

over. I saw some things that I saw some things that I would have never seen had I 

had been on the big busy 4-lane highway that everyone else was owned. 

 

Let me tell you something people. If you want to really ever get to the crystal 

palace. Jesus even says that wide is the path that leadeth unto destruction.  In 



other words he says the highway. And there’s a whole lot of folk are going to be on 

the highway, that if you want to get to the place that there will be salvation and life 

– eternal life, it’s going to be a dusty path, there’s going to be a very few people on 

and you may look around and not see anyone on the things but you. But sometimes 

you have to learn to travel the road less travel and to enjoy the journey and as I was 

travelling, not by the highway but on the byways – you have heard the old time 

expression the highways and the byways, this was a byway. 

 

So as I was travelling down the byway, I just began to hear God speak to me and to 

reveal some things just about your theme of simply unifying and dealing with the 

word of Unity. And he began to just expose to me some – it’s kind of logical, 

liturgical Jesus. In other words, he began to give me a meaning to the thing. And if 

you take just the breakdown and I began to see it so clear. If you take the word 

Unity, which we all know it means to come into one accord with each other but God 

began to just show me some things about this. So as you all are unifying to really 

reach the vision that the pastor has set forth, he began to show me some things 

about this word unity. 

 

First, the prefix ‘un’ that prefix is actually – it is a German derived prefix and 

fundamentally it means ‘not’. Whenever you put ‘un’ in front of something, it means 

‘not’. Let me just give your this – for example, if you are saying that something is 

unequal, you are saying that it is not equal. If you say that something is 

unprofitable, it means that it is – not profitable. If you say that something is 

unlikely, it means that it is not likable. If you say something that it is unofficial, it 

means that it is, not official. If you say that someone is unpopular, it means that 

they are not popular. If you say that someone is unprofessional, it means that they 

are, not professional. If you say that something is unlawful, it means that they 

are… 

 

Now let me break it down to where you can really understand it. Ladies I just want 

to talk to the ladies for just a second. Now, just say for example someone has – or 

you asked about a man and they begin to describe this man to you. And they say 

that he is unemployed, I have to break it down where it moves out of the realm of 

every tower and out of all the German prefix and all the gothic meanings to where 

you can understand it. So if they say that he is unemployed, it means that he is 

what? I got some response out of that one. That’s why you have to break this down. 

If they tell you that he is unfaithful, what does that mean? Not faithful. If they tell 

you that the man is unbalanced, what does that mean? Not balanced. If they tell 

you that the man is unstable, what does that mean? Not stable. If they tell you that 

the man is an unbeliever, what does that mean? Not believing. And finally, the 

clincher, if they tell you that he is unattractive, what does that mean? [Laughter] 

 

So I think that you get the meaning of the prefix of ‘un’. And let me tell you 

something about this ‘un’. See if you get such a man, your future with him will be 



uncertain and will most likely have an unfavorable outcome because he is unfit for 

you and you will be uncomfortable and misery will likely be unavoidable. You see, it 

also means that relationship is uncalled for and you could get knocked unconscious. 

And it is undeniable, you will have big problems because he is ungodly and you will 

eventually have to unhook yourself.  So in the word Unity, we understand that ‘un’ 

is not. 

 

The last two letters of unity, it’s the suffix ‘ty’ now ‘ty’ or either ‘ity’ – from a 

semantic and a grammatical point, it actually means a state of such as a modest 

state or mighty. It means a state of might or simplicity – means a state of 

simpleness but as I was riding down that dusty byway with God’s son beaming 

through the top, God let me just see another meaning of that suffix of ‘ty’ because it 

is pronounced ‘ty’ by itself. And God let me see kind of a knot and the 

understanding of tying something and then he let me see the word on in front, ‘ty’ at 

the end and ‘I’ right in the middle and the revelation is simply this – If you ever 

want “Unity” you have to untie yourself from “I”. 

 

If you ever want unity, you have to untie yourself from I. You will never accomplish 

a great vision. You will never pull together for the good of the people as long as 

everyone is just focused and self centered upon ‘I’. Do you know it takes money to 

accomplish vision? And vision without provision is nothing but wishful thinking. It 

takes money to accomplish a vision and sometimes in church, we cringe when we 

talk about money. But it takes money to accomplish a vision. None of this stuff in 

here can you get without money. I don’t care how spirit filled you are. Somebody 

had to pay for it somewhere. These lights that are burning – I don’t care what the 

name of this church is, it could be Calgary of the Apostles of the Sanctified Holy 

Ghost – Saints that are redeemer of the Lord Jesus Christ… You know, you could 

have a 20 word name and Georgia Power is going to send you a bill for with that 20 

word name on it, and if you don’t pay that bill, you’ll be in the dark. 

 

It takes money to fulfill a vision. It takes provision and often times when the pastor 

has a vision; it takes finance to bring the vision into reality. And you will have to 

untie yourself from ‘I’ to fulfill the vision. Because every time the church needs 

something I can guarantee you, just like this mike began to act up, you will hear 

some feedback into your ear that will say to you. Yes, I understand the pastor has 

this project for the church and for the community but I – Me, I want a new car. I 

understand that we want to build an educational building but I, I want a new suit 

or clothes. Yes, I understand that we want to go and help the homeless but I want 

to go out and eat at a fancy restaurant every week. 

 

You see, you will never into unity until you can untie from ‘I’. You know, even Jesus 

himself, to accomplish the vision of the Father have to untie himself from ‘I’. Jesus 

said, If there is any other way – Jesus didn’t want to go on that cross. I don’t care 

what you preach – He didn’t want to go on that cross, to be nailed to the cross, 



hands and feet, pierced to the side, bleeding and all that. He didn’t want to go on 

that cross. Jesus said, if there is any other way to take this bitter cup from me. If he 

could do this any other way – see that’s the equivalent I imagined Jesus had some 

thoughts in his head. Jesus might have thought, if you could put John up there. 

Matthew, he can stand it plus, I don’t kind of like the way he looked anyway. What 

about Peter, he’s the rock, he ought to be up. 

 

I'm sure that some thoughts that are not recorded are there. Jesus didn’t want to go 

on that cross. If there is any – he said, if there is any other way that you can send 

anybody else, there is always an ‘I’ and if Jesus had an ‘I’, what about us? If Jesus 

had stuff – what does it say about us? And see, some of the things that Pastor has 

asked you to do, you would say it if there is any other way. You ought to say amen 

on that because I know it’s true. You have said, if there is any other way but Jesus 

said, never the less, ‘Not my will but thy will be done’. Jesus said, if thine I can be 

single, that has a meaning – but many still haven’t understood – If thine I can be 

single then thy whole body will be full of light. 

 

When you can bring all of the I’s all of the Me’s, all of the My’s into one accord, with 

one purpose in one leader, when you can bring all of that into one accord, that’s why 

what the children of Abel, they are on one accord and God looked down and said, 

look at these… And see when you know Nimrod, Nimrod was a black man, look at 

these Negros, if they are on one accord, speaking one language, there is nothing 

under heaven that they can’t do. And God looks down to the clouds and he saw the 

children cooperating, he saw the mason saying, put 20 bricks there and 40 bricks 

here, and 60 bricks here, and 80 bricks there. And God saw, - look I don’t think it 

needs to be 20 bricks there. I think it only needs 15 bricks – well I have to carry the 

bricks, do you understand what can get in the way of building a tower to heaven? 

 

And God looked down and he saw – he said because they are on one accord there is 

nothing that they cannot accomplish. And God had to go in and confuse the 

languages so that they could not understand the vision. And when they could not 

understand the vision, the tower came tumbling down. You’ve got to learn how to 

untie yourself from ‘I’. You have a visionary, that is the definition of visionary – is 

the person who can see what the ordinary person cannot see. If everyone could see 

it, you would not need a visionary. You have a visionary, and if you can learn to 

rally behind the visionary, if you can learn to untie yourself from I, there is nothing 

that Calvary cannot accomplish. There will be times when just like Jesus, you will 

say, is there any other way? 

 

That’s why you trust the leadership, and with leadership you need to be willing to 

follow leadership wherever leadership goes as long as they are following Christ. And 

when you can see a man who is living the life, you need to be prepared to follow that 

man, to get behind his vision, to get behind the program and to provide provision. 

Your first obligation is always here. Pastor Milner is here today and I didn’t even 



know that you knew Dr. Smith. It’s the second time that I’ve seen you since I saw 

you at your church. I was there at a service at his church. I don’t know how long ago 

it has been, and he told the congregation about the homeless program and 

corporation that he had and while I was in that audience God spoke to me. He said 

sow into that man and his mission. I’ll send you a check every month. And I saw 

him one night in the grocery store and he walked up to me – because you know, 

preachers are not dressed like preacher when they enter the grocery store. 

 

So I didn’t recognize him. I had only seen him one time before and he walked up to 

me and he just looked at me and he said, Pastor Bronner, you don’t know who I am, 

do you? I said—no I don’t, he said, you send me a check every month. So, today is 

only the third time that had seen you. But what I did see was vision and action. And 

wherever there is vision and action, you need provision. 

 

See people, there are some things that we’re not going to do directly. I'm not going 

to build houses for the homeless. Pastor Smith went to Ethiopia with habitat for 

humanity. He actually built the house for the homeless. I'm not going to do that, I’d 

be honest. There are some things that I'm not going to do. I don’t make any bones 

about it, some stuff, I am just not going to do. I'm not lead to get out and build 

houses for the homeless, I'm not lead to carry a lot of food and groceries. It’s just I'm 

not lead to do all these. I’ll tell people upfront, that is not my mission. It’s just like 

your Deacon says, you got to know your gift. That’s not my gift. But what I could do, 

see God will never hold you responsible for what he has not called you to do. 

 

That’s not my problem, but what I could do, I could send a check every month to 

support several houses – that’s what I could do. Do you imagine what the Kingdom 

of God would be like if everybody did what they could do? See, if everyone just did 

what they could do and what God directs you to do, you’ll change the whole world. 

So, you have a man here who has built houses for the homeless. And what he is 

doing here at Calvary, he’s building houses for your soul up in heaven. And he’s 

teaching you how to occupy. And God just spoke to me, travelling down a dusty 

road, headed to a spring, where you can get some clean, refreshing, cool water that 

will not only revive your body but there’s another kind of water that when you drink 

of that, you’ll never thirst. And this is what Dr. Smith has been teaching you and 

preaching, for 22 years. And those of you who have been faithful, you’re going to 

even start seeing a different light. 

 

You’re going to start – Pastor, I want to physically help you put some light in this 

place. I'm not talking about spiritual; I'm talking about some build ups. Because 

what it does – sometimes when you move to a different dispensation, there is a 

physical manifestation that goes along with it. So I want to ask you to help you put 

some light because in the Ark – it’s really bright there. We got all these big heavy – 

but it adds a different vibration to service because it brightens stuff. So as the 22nd 

– it’s the year of light and I want to just help, I am not going to do it all because we 



all need to pay for some of this lighting yourselves. You will appreciate it a whole lot 

more but just as an indication of the different dispensation that you’re moving into 

representing life, I just want to help you put some additional fixtures so that you 

take the illumination. 

 

Sometimes you have to change things in the natural and those things will begin to 

manifest themselves in the spiritual. As you all sit in more light, Dr. Smith will 

even start receiving more revelation and light and you will get more light and you 

will be able to become light to the world as you go out and minister and serve as 

examples to other people. So Dr. Smith for 22 years and Mrs. Smith in such beauty, 

as I saw her yesterday, I kept looking – 3 or 4 times, look like she ought to be older 

than that. Do you understand what I'm saying? 

 

To be honest about it, I wasn’t even sure it was you. I said, it looks like, she ought to 

be older than that but that looked like a young woman. I said, it looks like here, but 

that’s just, she’s too young. That is a manifestation under good covering. Because 

she is sleeping with a man every night, ladies you are not going to get that close to 

the pastor. She is sleeping with a man every night and if it’s not working for her – 

you see it’s working for her. As you get up here for the anointing that stuff will flow 

to all of you. So Dr. Smith, I am just so proud of what you have done here at 

Calvary and the bright future that I see. And I just want to sow into it, so at least I 

can have maybe one of the light fixtures, the next time I come back, I’ll help put 

that light fixture up there as it moves to a new level and I just even see you going to 

a new level. I'm going to keep that 120 over you. Amen, amen. 

 

He has been such a monumental giant in our lives. People, I thank you for inviting 

me here today, it’s been a pleasure, it’s been an honor. I've spoken here once before 

many, many years ago and I remember Pastor Smith – you said it I think out of 

error, when you said I was putting $100,000.00 in the collection. I said, it is not 

$100,000.00, I think I put $1,000.00 there. I said, but accept that in one day, I'm 

going to come back and do that. It’s not today; you all say it’s not today. And people 

you have to understand, sometimes things are prophetically spoken over you and I 

have seen cases of where it may take 20 years to manifest in your life. But if you are 

faithful to it, it’s coming and it may take a while, the road may seem difficult, it 

may seem long, it may not seem that you are not going to make it, it may seem 

there are too many mountains, but if you are faithful, and if you hold true to the 

vision, and hold true to the visionary, you will get to the destination. 

 

I thank you so much for inviting me here today. You have blessed me tremendously 

through your Pastor. Continue to love and support him as he continues to nourish, 

encourage, and help you grow. God bless you. 

 

[Applause]  

 



 

 

 

 


