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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

And this is part two of the message, “When You Feel Like You Can’t Go On”, and if 

you haven’t heard Part 1, you need to go and listen to Sermon # 5486. You can go to 

AirJesus.com and hear the full message and it will give you the background of what 

I'm leading into. But there comes a point in life and this was the point that Elijah 

the prophet had reached, as he sat up under the tree and he told God in 1 Kings 

19:4, he said, that he might die and he said it is enough now Lord, take my life. And 

sometimes we’ll get to that point but I want to just give you some keys of how God 

dealt with Elijah when he wanted to just give up and die. 

 

And often times if you’re sensitive to the signs, you’ll be able to see how God can 

deal with you when you reach a point at which you simply feel like you want to give 

up. In 1 Kings 19:5 “Then he lay and slept under a broom tree, suddenly, an angel 

touched him, and said to him, Arise and eat. Then he looked, and there by his head 

was a cake baked on coals, and a jar of water so he ate and drank, and laid down 

again. 

 

Number one, God gave Elijah a sign that he was still with him and sometimes 

people assigned from God can be as simple as a sweet encouraging word. Often 

times when you’re wondering if you’re in the right destiny, when you’re beat and 

battered, you’ll just have someone that will just come up to you and just say – You 

know, I just appreciate you. And I appreciate what you do. It can be just a sweet 

word but there’s something about this sweet word – I had a lady on the other day 

and she said she ran a business and in the business she tried to help people but she 

gets so discouraged sometimes and she starts to run out of money and things get so 

tough and she says, every now and then a client will come up to her and just tell 

her, you’ve been such a blessing to me and you’ve changed my life with what you do 

and she says that simple sweet word of encouragement gives you the energy and the 

strength to get back up and to keep on going. 

 

As I was sitting here right before the sermon started and if you listen to Part 1, 

you’ll know that I'm in the midst of a fast and in the midst of the fast, often times 

energy drains from your body and my brother James leaned over to me and he 

asked – How is your energy doing? And I said, it is low because I was weak, I could 

feel myself being weak. He said – Well, let me just touch you and let me just see if I 

can just transfer some of my energy into you. And as he just laid hands on me, for 

about five minutes, I just felt my body strengthening up. See sometimes, just an 

encouraging word or just an encouraging touch and it makes all of the difference 

who you have around you because some people will lift you up and give you energy 

and all the folk will tear you down. 

 



It makes all the difference in just who you have around you. So I thank my brother 

James for that boost of energy and if he hadn’t given me that energy I might not 

have been able to stand up here and do part two. 

 

So God gave Elijah a sign of just a sweet piece of cake. In verse number 7 of that 

19th chapter of 1 Kings, “And the angel of the Lord came back the second time, and 

touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for you. So he 

arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty 

nights as far as Horeb the mountain of God.” God told him that the trip was too 

great for him but he probably didn’t think he was that great. God said, it was going 

to be too much for you, so I'm sending you some food. He probably didn’t realize that 

he was going to be travelling without food for 40 days. 

 

Often times, God won’t tell you how tough the thing really is going to be because if 

he told you how tough it was going to be you probably wouldn’t do it. And then some 

of you even now, that I have prophesied over and spoken with God has spoke and 

God has said, for some of you it’s going to take some years for you to fulfill the 

destiny that God has given you. It’s going to take you 40 through the desert hungry, 

struggling with the sun bearing, it’s going to take you some time to do it. And my 

business is doing super right now but it took me seven years before I ever got my 

first paycheck. 

 

Do you know that if God had told me from the beginning – it’s going to take you 

seven years? I would have said – What? If he had told me, it’s going to take you 

seven years before you’d ever make a dime, all you got to do is invest into this 

business, put money into it, work with it, it is going to take you seven years before 

you get a dime out of it. If God had told me that upfront, I’ll probably would have 

said, That’s okay. I don’t think I want to fool with him. Sometimes God cannot tell 

you how rough the journey is going to be in advance because if he told you upfront, 

you just wouldn’t do it. 

 

So God told Elijah that the journey was going too great for him, but let me tell you 

something people, and this is something I found in business, business is too rough 

for me. I can’t handle all of the stuff. I can’t figure it out. And every major 

breakthrough that we’ve had has been from a divine source. See it’s too great for me 

and is too great for my brother James, we’re partners in business, it’s too great for 

us but it’s not too great for God. So I have seen that, that which is too great for me, 

is not too great for God and God will strengthen you to make a journey that 

otherwise without his help will be impossible and that’s why Jesus in Luke 4:4, he 

says, it is written, Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word of God.  

 

People, there’s natural food, there’s natural money, these natural resources will not 

take you to distance of where you have to go. You can’t live by that, you’ve got to 



live by the word of God, but sometimes the word of God can get rough just like it did 

with Elijah. 

 

Number three, in verse 9 the 19th chapter of 1 Kings, and there he went into a cave 

and spent the night in that place, and behold, the word of Lord came to him and he 

said to him, “What are you doing here Elijah?” God will sometimes as you what are 

you doing.  Now firs of all, don’t you think God knew what Elijah was doing there? 

God asked him the question so Elijah could face himself realization. So he asked 

Elijah, “What are you doing here?” Just turn to the person next to you and just ask 

them, “What are you doing in life right now?” What are you doing right now? What 

are you doing here Elijah? And this is the point; you see, in all destinies and 

directions, for you to get there, one of the first things you need to know is exactly 

where you are. So he was asking Elijah, where are you right now? Where is your 

mind, your spirit, your focus? What are you doing here? 

 

You need to know exactly where you are. See Socrates says one of the greatest 

things is to know by yourself, don’t worry about trying to know all else. The biggest 

problem is to know yourself and to be honest with yourself. See, we know all this 

stuff about everybody else but the real challenge – Where are you Elijah? What are 

you doing here Elijah? What are you thinking Elijah? What’s going through your 

mind Elijah? What is your purpose Elijah? What is your destiny Elijah? Yeah, I 

know you’re telling me about all of these other folks, see God didn’t ask him by 

entity of the folk. He didn’t ask him about Jezebel, he didn’t ask him about all of the 

false prophets. He didn’t ask him about all the children of Israel who wasn’t 

worshiping him, who was breaking all of the commandments and the covenant. 

 

God didn’t ask him about any or those other folk. God asked Elijah, what are you 

doing here? Because God knew – until you can get self realization, until you can 

understand about you, don’t go worry about trying to focus on all of the other folks, 

get yourself straight. God has told me that so many times. Don’t worry about – get 

yourself straight. And do you know by the time I get myself straight, do you realize 

that, it’s an overtime job. It’s not even a full time job; it’s a full time job with 

overtime. Just, where are you and what are you doing here Nathaniel? Just look at 

yourself – What are you doing – then put your name? Now go ahead, what are you 

doing? You see when you answer that question, that’s a serious question. So the 

third thing God brought to Elijah, he asked him a question so he could begin to 

understand himself.  

 

The fourth thing in verse 11, “Then he said, Go out, and stand on the mountain 

before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore 

into the mountains, and broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord; but the Lord was 

not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and 

after the fire a still small voice.” 



Now I want you to understand this about this. First of all, all of this was God. You 

all say—All of this was God. God told Elijah, go out and stand on the mountain and 

then God sent a wind. Now this was no ordinary wind, this wasn’t just a gentle 

breeze, because the Bible says, the wind broke the rocks in pieces. Do you know how 

strong has to be to break rock? You can’t even take a sledge hammer and break 

rock. Do you know how violent and powerful a wind has to be to smash and break 

into pieces solid rock? 

 

So God sent a wind that was probably a force of five tornado, so he didn’t send just – 

where you can just stand out there and just – you know enjoy the breeze whistling 

through your hair. No, God sent this wind toward the rocks to pieces, that’s how 

strong it was. Then God sent an earthquake, then God sent a fire. All three of these 

things that God sent were destructive. No question about an earthquake – Now fire 

had itself useful purposes but in that instance I doubt if it was that useful. That 

was burning up some stuff. And all three of those things were destructive. So God 

sent a force of five tornado and earthquake and a fire that preceded his voice. 

 

Sometimes when we see the whirlwind, we say, that’s got to be Satan. Most of the 

stuff, when you look through the Bible, that really destructive stuff, that wasn’t 

Satan – I've passed through the church called the Ark of Salvation. The flood was 

the most destructive thing recorded in the Bible. That wasn’t the Devil some of the 

stuff – their consequences or they are in the divine ordinance and plan of God but 

you’re looking at it, you think it’s the devil because if you’re standing there and 

you’re seeing this force five tornado hit and tear off rocks and these earthquakes 

and all this fire, you are going to say – get away from me Satan with all this 

destruction. No – that stuff was God. So here comes wind and earthquake and fire – 

and the Bible says the Lord was not in the whirlwind because you just – sometimes 

you cannot hear God in the midst of a whirlwind because there’s too much stuff 

going on.  You can’t hear God in the earthquake. 

 

You know one of the reasons why you can’t hear God because you’re too busy trying 

to survive. If an earthquake hit right now and this building start collapsing very 

few people will fall down on their knees trying to hear God. What you would do is 

get up, head for the door, you may even trample over some folk who wasn’t as fast 

as you. See, when you’re in the midst of crisis, very few people will bow down, stop 

and try to hear God. If a tornado was coming, none of you all – you may holler Jesus 

as you’re running but that’s not trying to hear God. You're trying to survive, so 

often what happens in the midst of crisis – no one takes the time to try to see what 

is the word of God, we are too busy trying to survive. 

 

We’re trying to fight the battles and deal with all of the stuff that’s coming at us – 

God is the last thing on our minds. We’re trying to handle the situation and 

preserve ourselves. We get distracted by all of the destructive stuff and we fail to 

hear the true voice of God. So after all of these three calamitous things had passed, 



the word of God says – and the voice of God was still in a small voice. Sometimes 

you have to get quiet and you have to get out of your mind and spirit. All of this 

stuff is going – Well, Lord you don’t understand – and all this stuff. You can’t hear 

God because you’re too busy dealing with the distractions and the destructive stuff. 

And you can’t hear God giving you instructions because you’re too busy worrying 

about the tornado, the earthquake and the fire. And you can’t hear God telling you 

what you’re supposed to do because you’re too busy worrying about stuff that’s 

happening in your world that’s destructive. And you can’t hear God. 

 

Number five, verse, “So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his 

mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, suddenly, a 

voice came to him, and said – What are you doing here, Elijah?” And I want you to 

understand this, God asked him that question two times, in verse 9 and in verse 13. 

He asked him the same question four verses apart. What are you doing here Elijah? 

So after all of the calamity had come, God still wanted Elijah to answer that 

question – He said well I'm a servant of the Lord of host and all of other folks are 

just messing up. They are trying to kill me like they killed all the other prophets – 

he went into the same identical work explanation that he told God the first time 

God asked him what was he doing here. He should have understood that God was 

looking for a different asset if he asked him the answer twice. 

 

If somebody asks you a question and you answer it and they ask you the same 

question all over again, they are going to let you know that that answer was wrong 

or insufficient. So God asked him a second time. People after you have gone through 

hell, you ought to have a different answer. After you have gone through hell you 

ought to have a different answer. You are not to be the same coming out as you 

were going in. That’s a problem that so many of us have in life. We have the same 

mentality coming out of a mess that we had going into mess and as a result, it keeps 

us on the mess go round. 

 

We get right back on the same misery go round that we were on before because our 

answer to life is the same. We are treating the new situation the same way that we 

treated the old situation and we get the same results. What are you doing here 

Elijah? Same answer as he gave him before. When you go through this stuff, you 

ought to have a different perspective and a different answer. 

 

Number six, in verse 15, “Then the Lord said to him, Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus:” Now God never did answer Elijah’s answer why he was 

there. He just went on, just totally ignored it because God knew that wasn’t the 

answer he was looking for. Then the Lord said to him, go return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus: and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria: 

Also, you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel: and Elisha the 

son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.” 

 



After Elijah had gone through and witnessed all of this destructive force God then 

gave Elijah the power to select and anoint kings of nations. Before he was sitting 

under a tree asking God to kill him but God said, I can’t do that. You don’t know 

where your destiny lies. Man, you are going to go and you are going to anoint kings 

of nations. 

 

See often times we give up hope because we just don’t know what our destiny is. We 

want to stop because we don’t know what the future holds. See, if just even with 

business, if God had told me it’s going to take you seven years before you ever make 

a dime, I might have said, I'm not going to do this thing. But if he told me the end 

point – he said after those seven years your company will then produce 80% of your 

income, then I may have said, whatever, maybe I can make it through this seven 

years understanding that. So if you knew where your destiny was, if you could see 

the greatness, we give up because what we see is nothing but a dark tunnel with no 

light at the end. And sometimes we get a pessimistic attitude where we say that – 

Well, if there is a light at the end of the tunnel; it’s nothing but an oncoming train. 

 

So sometimes because we cannot see a bright point in the future and we lose hope 

and faith, we feel that we cannot go on. When you understand the true destiny of a 

true child of God, it will give you the strength to go on and one thing about my life 

in the world that I have an absolute belief in is that it is ordered by God then I got 

an awesome destiny coming. Now the challenge is, I don’t know how am I going to 

get there.  I don’t know a lot of the steps, I don’t know how long it’s going to take 

but I know God has shown me just a glimpse of the destiny that’s coming. So no 

matter what I have to go through, if I have to go through the tornado, if I have to go 

through the earthquake, if I have to go through the fire, God has shown me a 

glimpse of my destiny. So if you know the destiny then it helps you to go on and to 

do what God has ordained you to do. 

 

Number seven, he told him to go and to place his mantle on Elisha, who later asked 

for a double portion of what Elijah had. And Elijah told him, if you see me go up 

then I’ll be able to grant you that wish. And see, Elijah, he saw Elijah go up, this is 

a long distance from the man sitting under the tree wishing to die. It has to do with 

legacy. And if you know that those who come behind you can be even greater than 

you. So you giving up doesn’t just affect you, it affects all those coming behind you. 

If Elijah had given up there would have been mantle to place on Elisha. So if you 

give up, it doesn’t just affect you. It affects everybody who comes behind you. 

 

When you feel like you can’t go on – People, if you know your destiny, if you just 

look for the little clues that God will give you about the sweet encouragements, it 

will help you to go on through the earthquake, the fire, and the tornado. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. Now, if you haven’t 

heard message number one, which is Sermon # 5486, go to AirJesus.com, be sure to 



listen to part one of this message. We thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 

 

 Amen, well actually it’s 12:31 so we are one minute over so we are already 

overtime.  

 


