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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word! 

 

And today’s message it stems out of one of those personal experiences that so many 

of my messages have come from and now here God speak to me to kind of tell the 

people about this and it stems really from an episode that I was having a couple of 

weeks ago, I was lying in the bed and I was struggling.  I’m not talking about 

struggling with my wife; I'm just struggling by myself. 

 

And I was lying in the bed struggling and I was struggling with the issue simply 

called “The Struggle to Obey”.  And I have such a challenge in the problem obeying 

what God has told me to do.  Now, you rarely hear a preacher say this but everyone 

does, and the man who wrote most of the New Testament, Paul, he says it up front, 

“You know the stuff I should do is the stuff that I don’t and the very stuff I shouldn’t 

do, that’s the very thing I ---,” Paul had the struggle to obey. 

 

It is inherent in all flesh and you see all of us whether we admit or not, we go 

through waves in life.  There are times when we’re doing everything just right.  

There are times when we’re walking in step with the drum beats of God and then 

there are other times when we just fall off the wagon, fall out the step, get slack and 

totally not do of what we know we should do.  And I was going through one of those 

times and people look at me and they’ll say, “Well Pastor, you got everything 

together.  You're so disciplined.  Everything I see about you, it looks just so perfect.  

Looks like you -- nothing rattles you, nothing shakes your cage, nothing upsets, 

nothing has you off base, you just got it all together.” 

 

And to be honest about it, I have a lot of people who tell me that.  I have people who 

really don’t even know me, just around me for a little.  And they say that but they 

never see “The Struggle to Obey”.  They never see those dark moments and those 

times that every prophet will go through where he sits under the juniper tree and 

he asked God, “LORD, why me?  Take this away from me.  Take this bitter cup from 

me.  LORD, why do you choose me?  LORD, anybody but me?  Why did you give me 

these?” 

 

Every servant of God at times in their life, they will go through these points and I 

particularly at this time, I was just feeling low down.  I was feeling discouraged, not 

because of stuff in the world, I was feeling discouraged because of me.  I just felt off 

the wagon.  I got so much to do.  God has my life ordered every second of the day 

looks like.  I got to go to be it.  I got to be in prayer by 10pm; I got to be in the bed by 

11; I got to be up by 5; I got to pray in the morning; I got to stand at two hours a day 

and then exercise six days a week.  I got to do all these kind of -- I got a whole list 

about 13 to 14 things, I need to do and sometimes to be perfectly honest with you 

folk, I don’t do them. 
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And it is not that I have a disagreement with any of the things.  I know when I am 

in agreement and when I do the things, my life just seems to go perfect.  First of all, 

if I get my prayer at ten o’clock at night and I pray twenty minutes at night, by the 

time I got to bed at eleven, see the prayer at night, it just -- it brings of peace over 

your spirit and you sleep so much deeper.  And then, I’m ready, I pop right up at 

five o’clock in the morning and get my 40 minutes of prayer in the morning and 

every thing just goes perfect.  But God told me, he says, “One deviation leads to 

another.” 

 

So, I don’t get my prayer end at ten, then I don’t get in the bed at eleven, I don’t get 

up at five.  See, one deviation leads to another.  And if I don’t get my hour of prayer 

end everyday, my spirit is not at peace, stuff upsets me.  And then when you get 

upset, you don’t get to (00:05:02) in.  You know one deviation leads to another.  So, 

there I was lying in the bed, tossing and turning, all of the stuff running through 

my mind.  And God simply spoke some things to me and he says, “Teach just on the 

Struggle to Obey.” because I understood I’m not only one having this problem.” 

 

I'm not the only one who’s had it.  I'm not the only one who has it now.  And I’m not 

the only one who’s going to have it in the future.  All of us who really want to do the 

will of God.  We face almost on a continual basis the struggle to obey.  It's not easy 

to obey anybody, both the natural flesh.  Do you know the Sprite commercial?  Its 

main theme says “Obey your thirst”.  Now, we can do that.  See, we don’t have a 

problem obeying the appetites of the flesh, the lust of the flesh.  We don’t have a 

problem obeying your thirst but when God says, “The thirst for the living water” 

instead of Sprite, that’s when we go and that’s when we have a problem. 

 

And as God spoke to me in that early morning and I’ve got all of these commands of 

what you make call laws.  And some of you will say, “Well Pastor, that’s too many 

laws.”  Jesus didn’t give me the two laws and you all struggle to obey those too.  All 

Jesus told you to do was love the LORD with all your heart, soul and mind.  He says 

this is the first and the greatest commandment.  I'm going to be honest with you, 

I'm not doing that.  What?  “Are you telling me?”  “No, you're not”. 

 

He says, “Love the LORD….” with -- what, what?  “All!”  You can't give 10% of your 

money, but all?  He says, “Love the LORD,” I'm going to be honest about it; I have 

problems with the first command because all is all.  All is all, at least not one 

microgram of anything else.  All is all.  It says, “Love the LORD that God with ALL 

your heart, soul, and mind.  And the second is likened to “Love thy neighbor as thy 

self.”  You all turn to the person next to you, look at him. 

 

Now, do you love them like you do you?  Look at them.  Now, I'm not saying that 

they're not beautiful.  I'm not saying they're not the nicest person in the world.  I'm 

not saying that they're re not the best thing since sliced bread.  I'm not saying all of 
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that.  But I'm just asking you the question do you love them like you do you?  No, 

you don’t. 

 

So, just those two commands, just to obey those two commands, you see, not only do 

we in truth, not love our next door neighbor.  Most of us don’t even know our next 

door neighbor, much less love them.  You don’t even, really even know them.  So, 

just those two commands, the struggle to obey those two commands is humongous 

because we have so much stuff competing for our love and God is saying, “First of 

all, I want you to love me with everything you got.” 

 

And I mean, even the most spiritual people that I know.  The holiest, the most 

sainted who really have a hunger and a thirst for God, those who cry for the LORD.  

All at the time, loving God with all they have is a struggle to obey him. 

 

Hebrews 5:5, beginning at the first verse reads, “For every high priest just taken 

from among the people and appointed to represent them before God, to offer both 

gifts and sacrifices for sins.  He is able to deal compassionately with those who are 

ignorant and erring, since he also is subject to weakness.  And for this reason, He is 

obligated to make sin offerings for himself as well as for the people.  No one 

assumes this honor on his own initiative but only when it called to it by God as in 

fact Aaron was.  So also Christ did glorify himself in becoming high priest.  But the 

one who glorified him was God.  Who said to him: You are my son today I have 

fathered you.” 

 

As also in another place God says, “You are a priest forever in the order of 

Melchizedec.  During his earthly life, Christ offered both request and supplications 

with a lot of cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 

was heard because of his devotion.” 

 

Now, verse eight. in the fifth chapter of the New Testament, Book of Hebrews.  

“Although He was a Son, He learned obedience through the things He suffered.” 

Although He was a Son, He learned obedience through the things that He suffered.  

Now, this is Jesus who was the one and only begotten Son of God.  And the Bible 

says, “Although He was a Son, He learned obedience through the things that He 

suffered.” And this was the part that God reveal to me in that lying in that bed 

struggling.  He said, “Even my Son had the same issue.  He learned obedience 

through what the things He suffered.  You see, you cannot learn obedience unless 

you are what?   

 

Yeah, it's common, practical sense; he had to go through some stuff.  That is why he 

was set in the flesh, so we can go through the same stuff, you go through the flesh.  

And some stuff people, we had just to learn the hard way through some pain and 

trial, and tribulation.  He learned obedience through the things that He suffered.  
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And not only that He learned obedience through the things that He suffered, He 

went through some points that He felt just like I did. 

 

I use to -- but where?  Go and say, “Where?” Over in Mathew Chapter 19, beginning 

at the 16th verse, “And now, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Teacher, 

what good things shall I do, that I may have eternal life?  So, He said to him, why 

do you call me good?”  No one is good but one.  Now, I struggle with this verse for 

years.  When the man came to Jesus and said, “Good Master or Good Teacher.”  And 

Jesus said, “Why callest thou me good?” 

 

Can you imagine, even we as -- we don’t even say that.  I mean, if someone says, 

“Men, you're good man.”  You say, “Men, I ain’t no good.  Don’t call me good.”  And 

the thing has puzzled me for years.  The most perfect human to ever walk the face 

of the earth, Son of God and the man comes to him and says, “Good teacher or Good 

Master.” He didn’t even say perfect, he just says Good.  Good Master.  And Jesus 

said, “Why do you call me Good?”  For there is none good but the Father for He 

learned obedience through the things that He suffered. 

 

And as I lay there tossing and turning and God said even my son had the same 

issue.  He learned obedience through the things that He suffered.  And sometime in 

the times of perhaps the dark moments that we are not privileged too because as 

most leaders, you are not privileged to the dark moments.  You’ll never hear it.  

Most preachers, you never even hear that they don’t do anything.  They’ve lived the 

perfect life and I remember I was that -- I was speaking on a program and the 

pastor had an old friend that he is also on the program and they had known each 

other for decade’s way back when they were boys. 

 

And the friend was hollering out on the pulpit, “Men, we were some male back then.  

We have a real…” and the preacher said, “Wait” he say “We weren’t that bad.” And 

he hollered back we weren’t that good either.  We all go through the stuff and there 

are times where we learn obedience to the things that we’ve suffered.  And 

sometimes we will look back on those times and we realized our imperfections, our 

deviations, our irregularities, our slightness.  And sometimes it will make us feel in 

a nutshell unworthy, unworthy of a perfect God, unworthy of his unrestricted love.  

It simply makes us feel at times unworthy.  And that’s what I was going through.  

And I laid there and I said, “LORD, all of these shortcomings that I have,” and it's 

not that I'm not really,--to be honest about it, relatively, I think, I’m a pretty good 

man. 

 

If I was a woman, I’d be the man I want to marry, to be perfectly honest, but I think 

I'm a pretty good man.  But it has nothing to do with that.  It has to do with what 

God has told you do to.  See, Paul say, “Look, no one follows the law better than I 

do.”  Paul knew that, Paul knew that he was a pretty good man but compare against 

God’s perfection, Paul could see all of the flaws and all of the shortcomings, and all 
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of the temptations that he fell to.  Paul understood that compared to the radiance of 

God, he was a stench.  And that’s how I felt tossing and turning in that bed and as 

God begin to speak to me.  And see the young men who came to Jesus and said, 

“Good Teacher, what good things shall I do that I may have eternal life?”  And Jesus 

says, “Why do you call me Good?  No one is good for the one that is God.”  And then 

Jesus said, “But if you want to enter in the life, keep the commandments.”  And the 

man asked Him which one, and then Jesus begins to name the commandments. 

 

And the young man said to him, “All these things have I kept from my youth 

because I’ve done all that already from when I was a boy.  What do I still lack?”  

And Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to 

the poor and you will have treasure in heaven and come, follow me.”  But when the 

young man heard that saying, he want away sorrowful for he had great possessions.  

He said, “I’ve done all the stuff since I was a boy.”  And Jesus said, “If you want to 

be perfect, sell what you have, give it to the poor and come follow me.” 

 

And see for the longest in the church, we’ve looked at what was called the rich 

young ruler and criticized him for not following Jesus.  But you cannot do it either.  

Especially if you got a whole lot, you can't do it either.  Even in the churches that 

hammer every month on ties, and the maximum they can get to is 40% of the folk.  

Half the folk won’t even give ten percent and you're talking about giving all and you 

have a whole lot.  I have kept all of the commandments.  Jesus said, “Give 

everything, come and follow Me,” I said no brother. 

 

And I understand that because anyone who has a lot in you estimate and see, 

especially he was a young man.  There's a difference if you re 95 years old, about 

going to glory, that’s different.  But for a young man, that takes a level of strength 

that just not present in human flesh.  So, what do you do? And God even spoke this 

word serious.  He says, “So many of those who are worthy feel unworthy and so 

many of those who are unworthy are puffed up.”  And so there's so many of those 

who are worthy, feel unworthy but yet so many of those who are unworthy are all 

puffed up.  There's nothing wrong with me.  I'm doing right and so many of those 

who are unworthy are puffed up. 

 

So, how do you obey in the struggle to obey, what did you do?  Because all of you're 

going to face, not going to face, you are facing it right now.  The stuff you need to be 

doing, whether God has spoken it directly into your life whether it is spiritual or 

natural or practical.  All of you right now are struggling to obey things that you 

know you should do.  So, what did you do? 

 

The three quick keys: number one is you have to realize that obedience is a path to 

less suffering.  He learned obedience through the things that He suffered.  When He 

obeyed, it reduced suffering.  And when understand that obedience is a path to less 

suffering even though you may go through some tribulation trying to get inline in 
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obeying.  When you obey what is right, it always produces less suffering down the 

road.  It maybe more pain right now, but it always produces less suffering down the 

road.  You see, we are in a nation that is geared now for what it's called instant 

gratification and we don’t understand the instant gratification has pain down the 

road.  The obedience may have pain right now but it has a reward down the road. 

 

So, the first thing is to realize that obedience always leads to reduce suffering.  

When God tells me to exercise six days a week that’s painful, but it leads to reduce 

suffering down the road.  It will keep me from being in the hospital, already sick, all 

kind of pain.  It leads to reduce suffering down the road.  It’s a problem now.  It’s a 

problem to pray an hour a day.  It's a challenge to steady two hours a day.  All the 

stuff as a challenge but it leads down the road to reduce suffering. 

 

The second thing you need to understand is obedience is against the natural flesh in 

the way of the world.  Your flesh is always going to tell you to do some that’s 

fundamentally not good for you.  The stuff that you see with your eyes, that look 

real good, that you want to full with, the flesh will always tell you and the way of 

the world it is always been contrary to the ways of God.  So, when it is in the world 

and when it is in the eye, you have to always recognize that this thing has contrary 

to obedience.  It looks good.  It feels good.  It smells good.  See, all it sounds good.  

All of these things of the earth and of the world will take you away from the 

obedient path of God.  Obedience always leads to reduce suffering and obedience 

will generally always be away from what your natural flesh and emotions want.  

And it will be away from the way of the world. 

 

The third and final point, in order to truly obey, you need to develop a system and 

I’ve understood that real clear.  And I understand now why God had to give men the 

law because without the system, we just get off.  See, if God just told me, I want you 

to just pray some everyday.  If I didn’t have time to pray and a time -- amount to 

pray, I will be way off.  If you don’t have that stuff in a system, you're going to go 

get off.  One of the things that we do and God told me to do every year was no talk 

which is a time.  It is at notalk.com.  It is a time where you just get away and get 

quite. 

 

I did it a year before last, “well, why didn’t you do it last year?”  Because I didn’t 

have system, He didn’t tell me when to do it.  And to be honest about it, the thing is 

painful.  Do you know it's a problem to shut up?  It really is.  It’s much harder than 

you may think that thing was painful.  But it benefited me so much because I didn’t 

have on a system and God hadn’t told, I’m also get too when I get to it.  And guess 

what?  I never got to it -- exactly.  So, whatever you really want to do to obey, you 

have to put that thing in a system.  If you want to exercise, you have to have a 

system.  You guys cancel while I’m on workout when I get ready.  You won’t ever get 

ready? 
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And if you don’t have any system, it just will -- I wanted to keep the Sabbath but I 

was having difficulty.  Because often times on Saturday, I take the kids to that 

workout, to the sports stuff and I just really can't rest.  I don’t work but I can’t rest.  

And I say, “LORD, I going to pick another day.”  He say, “Well, pick another day but 

whatever you do, make it a system.  So, I pick Wednesday.  So, every Wednesday I 

shut down but it’s a system. 

 

If I didn’t have the system and I say, “Well, I’m going to just rest one of the day,” if 

something would come, it will get -- whatever you do, if you really want to obey, you 

need to make it a system.  With that law, yeah, you need it.  See, supposed you 

didn’t have speed limits right there on the highway and just say go fast as you feel 

like it.  Use your best judgment.  Do you understand that?  If it said, “Just use your 

best judgment”, my mother would blow the doors off your car. 

 

Because the only thing keeps her slowdown is the speed limit and the blue light.  If 

it say you --- because my mother -- mother is older, but mother rode.” If the speed 

limit -- one minute, mother would blow the paint off your door going by you.  You 

need a system of whatever you want to do if you truly want to obey.  So, just those 

three things, understand that obedience causes reduced suffering.  It’s good for you. 

 

Number two; understand that obedience through to the God’s word would generally 

always be against the flesh and against the world.  And number three, if you truly 

want to obey, put it in a system so that it’s regimented.  So, you know when and 

what to do and it becomes a habit that becomes ingrained in you.  We’ll always have 

a struggle to obey.  That’s always been and that will always be.  But the more we 

learn to obey, the more blessings will come into our life, into our world, and we will 

even become greater blessing to other, but it’s a struggle and you are worthy people.  

And God has had to send people to me over and over and over just to tell me that 

you're chosen, you're a favorite of God. 

 

God is pleased with you; at times I didn’t think so because I wouldn’t please it with 

myself.  Because I wasn’t a hundred percent but yet, I struggle to obey and you 

struggle to obey.  And we’ll keep struggling but we’ll get better and that’s the key, 

we’ll get better. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 

the Word. 

 

Amen.  Amen, and Amen. 

 

It is not easy to obey.  I remember my brother the other day, one of his favorite 

stanza was always “God would not make you do right, but He’ll sure make you wish 

you had done right.”  So, do right people and for those of you that even upon this 

day and you need to take this day to just going to turn some things around in your 
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life.  And get on the path of what you know he has directed you to do because you 

know that God, He doesn’t speak to everyone in the same way.  Some, He’ll speak in 

it’s clearly in their mind and spirit.  And other is just -- sometimes He’ll bring it to 

an old lady who just come up to you and tell you and point her finger in your face.  

And it has the point of truth at the point of that finger and you know it.  There's 

something about that preach your soul even if you don’t like it.  So, oftentimes God 

will speak in a thousand different ways to you.  And the problem oftentimes is not 

the word of God, it is never been the word of God.  It's been His people obeying that 

which He spoke. 

 

And the people even got to point they even need God to speak through them 

directly.  They send as a prophet.  They send as a king, so it could buffer between 

you and God.  Because it is not easy doing what God says but all it is so beneficiary.  

Do you know why I am fully on that program?  I don’t feel like a million dollars, I 

feel it like a trillion dollars, a million is too cheap.  You can't buy this kind of feeling 

and look for a million, you can't do it.  It's a trillion dollars when you really are 

doing what God tells you to do.  There's something about your spirit, your body, 

your soul, and everything just feels right.  You cannot buy that and when you 

deviate, when you walk away from God’s word and His command, there is a cloud 

and starts to come over you.  Comes over your spirit and stuff just start to be icky, 

even when you may have a lot.  It gets icky because you have walked away and 

you're not obeying that which God told you to do. 

 

So, people you all looking just -- I just see trillionaires not me, I see trillionaires.  

And God just places a glow on you just because you’re doing the best you can.  And 

that’s all he asked for.  You see, first of all, He knows we’re not going to be perfect.  

He put us in these bodies, and He knows we’re not going to be perfect.  He does not 

ask you for perfection.  All He wants you to do is give that all you’ve got.  Love the 

LORD with all your heart, soul, and mind, and the strength.   

 

So, He didn’t ask you how strong you are and how strong and you are, how strong in 

breathing, you mind and ears.  He just wants of what you got.  So, if you give Him 

what you’ve got, that’s enough.  It’s “the struggle to obey.  And some of you just 

really need to turn today.  And you need to walk in the path of where God has lead 

you to walk starting today.  I'm going to turn the service over to Pastor James.  I got 

to be at another church in a little while to preach there.  So Mr. Beard I’m going ask 

you to come forward, (00:29:27), a young man there on the blue shirt,, in the dark 

blue vest if you would just come forward. 

 

All three of the men, I don’t know why but I just hear God pointing you three out.  

And there, I hear God speaking, that’s just a point of obedience that God has kind of 

laid upon your heart and spirit.  And always understand that with God’s 

instruction, there comes change and there comes great blessing, there's just a point 

of obedience.  I have no idea what God has been speaking to you. 



 - 10 - 

 

You know like He speaks sometimes in many different ways, but maybe your mama 

just telling you.  So you understand what I'm saying?  I don’t how God is speaking 

to you right now, but I do know that He pointed you through me and out and simply 

to say this, and it has nothing to do with saying that you're not obeying, but He is 

saying this, there is a point of greater level of obedience.  And I hear Him speaking, 

as you move to a greater level of obedience, the blessing will not increase linear, it 

will increase exponential.  Do you all understand the math behind exponential 

versus linear?  Linear basically means if you put one in and you get one out.  

Exponential means if you put two men and you get four out. 

 

So, He says as your obedience gets linear, your blessings will become exponential.  

And I’m going to ask you to go sit back down.  And when I turn the service over to 

Pastor James, get up and come back up, if you choose to, you can go sit down, 

actually sit down.  I notice it's unusual, but God’s words are some unusual ways 

sometimes, because oftentimes I think He is teaching through this, because 

sometimes He’ll point some things out and then have to get back up, and sometimes 

the getting up and getting through at the second time is harder than it was first 

time. 

 

You’ll have to get back up out of your own.  And this is what happens sometimes 

with God, sometimes God will make that first revelation so crystal clear.  You see 

supernatural stuff just happen all -- and then it looks like He disappears.  And 

there's nothing there, and He leave you sitting there but you know He spoke this to 

you in His great thick glory cloud.  And now looks like you're in a desert.  And you 

can't see God, you can't see Jesus and you're wondering what has happened?  And 

all you're left with is the command to do what He says, what it looks like He is gone. 

 

The same thing Jesus went through when He said, “Father! Father, why had thy 

forsaken me?”  God, was right in the purpose in plan of destiny but it look like He 

was gone.  So, as James comes and does whatever he is lead to do, those three men, 

if you make a decision and I have -- honestly, I have no idea what God has been 

speaking to you about or how He has been speaking.  But I know without question 

that it is so.  And if you have made in your mind, the decision right now to say I’m 

going back, just like when He told me I want you to get in shape to pass the SEAL’s 

test.  That thing in fact, beat me to death.  I mean my muscles slammed when I'm 

trying to run and swim.  And that thing, I said, “LORD, I’m really fit, this stuff will 

be killing young folks.  Why in the world you got me out here just struggling with 

all of these stuff.  This is hard.”  

 

Usually when you have a great destiny, He is not going to call you to anything easy, 

the stuff going to break your back and the muscles going to be sore, strained and 

you're right there sweating, and wonder, what in the world did had I gone right 

back this?  You see, sometimes you're out there swimming, you're tired, you're about 



 - 11 - 

to drop off, you get a big gulp of water, nearly choke.  Did I really hear God say this?  

And this is what will happen when you get in the desert.  And it looks like God has 

just left when you’re lying in bed struggling with your lack of obedience.  It looks 

like God has left when you're alone by yourself.  “LORD yes, I took this vow to 

remain faithful and to keep the bed clean.”  But when you're lying in the middle of 

the night by yourself, “do I really hear God say this?” 

 

So, there are times that He will test you in your obedience.  But God is saying 

particularly to those three men, “As you move learning you're in obedience, God will 

move exponential, and where you only maybe able to take it to two, God can take it 

to four and then to eight, and then to sixty.  He can multiply and that sometimes by 

the binary factor of two but by the decimal factor of ten.  You take it at one and He 

takes it at ten.  And you take that ten and devote that to God and He takes it to a 

hundred.  And you take that hundred and He takes it to a thousand and you take 

that -- God can do exponential when we will just do linear.   

 

So, we’re moving in a different dispensation.  People, miracles are happening there, 

do you understand that?  How many of you all need a miracle.  I mean just need it.  

See, first of all, do you know how blessed you are just a faith that you need a 

miracle because miracles only come to folk who need them.  You need a miracle.  

You can't get yourself in position for a miracle if you don’t need it.  So, if you need 

miracles, miracles are happening now. 

 

And God wants to line up and I don’t know why He just had me bring out men 

today, I don’t know, but just suppose.  You three men, look over the other men that 

I’ve brought up.  Just holler to him, just suppose, just supposed!  God has a destiny 

for you people.  He is sending out His word today to just obey that which He has 

spoken.  Yes, it’s a struggle but the reward is so much greater than the struggle. 


