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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because Brother, you need the Word.  [Applause]  

“Leonard is dead.  Leonard is dead.”  These were the words that my mother spoke to 

me not too long ago, and Leonard is a relative.  He’s the brother of a member who 

attends here with Lirio and the brother-in-law of Walter.  And, my mother spoke to 

this to me, “Leonard is dead.”  And as we were there at the funeral on the last week, 

we were sitting on the front row on the side of the pulpit and I had a program in my 

hand and family was there and this was before the start of the funeral.  And, as I 

looked at the program, I saw the name on the program as the program will give you 

in the highlights of life, the proper name of the person and all of the details.  And, 

as I looked there in big letters it said, “Edgar Lenton Redig” and then, it had in 

parentheses also called “Wizard”.  And, I looked it over and I read through and I 

could not find anywhere the name of Leonard.  My brother, James, was sitting to 

the right and he was the youngest and I asked James, I said, “James, his name is 

Lenton, L-E-N-T-O-N.  I don’t see Leonard anywhere.”  I said, “Did you know that 

his name was Lenton?”  And James says, “No, I always knew him as Leonard.” 

 

Now, this Leonard grew up in my mother’s hometown and I went there every 

summer so I’ve known him literally for as long as I can remember.  But, James 

being the youngest of the brothers perhaps, he did not have a memory that went 

back as far.  So, I turned to my left and I asked my mother.  I said, “Mother, I'm 

looking here with the program and I don’t see Leonard anywhere on his name was 

Edgar Lenton.”  I said, “Did you know that?”  And, my mother, who went back 

further than I did, looked at me and simply said, “I thought his name was Leonard.”  

So, I figured out I needed to go back even further so my mother’s sister who was 

older than she was, was sitting on her left and I looked over to her and I asked, I 

said, “Maxine, the name here in the program, it’s Edgar Lenton.  Did you know that 

that was not his name of Leonard?”  And Maxine said, “I always thought his name 

was Leonard.”  And, her husband was sitting to the left of her and he had grown up 

in that town.  And, he put his two cents worth and as he looked over and said, “I 

thought his name was Leonard.”  And my cousin Eric John, who was sitting behind 

me and he said, “I always called him “Wizard.”  And his mother, Harriet was sitting 

to his left and she said, “I knew his name was Lenton.” 

 

And as I have gone to all, I heard God speak a word and he simply said, “What 

people call others and themselves is often not what I call them.’’  And you can go 

through all of life being called a name that is not really your official and highest 

name.  And, he was called Leonard all of those years for all of his life and that’s all 

that I knew and that’s all that it’ll like everyone I knew and that was not even his 

name.  And, God says often times what we call others and what we call ourselves is 

not what God calls you.  And I want to talk to you today from this first part of 

simply what name does God call you. 

 

Turn to the person who is next to you and just ask him, “What name does God call 

you?”  Do you realize that God has a name for every one of us?  He knows 
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everything about us just now you know that if He has the hairs on your head 

numbered, you know that He knows your real name, say it your real name.  See, 

there are some of us who we go by what’s called aliases.  It is a name that people 

know us by and call us by but it is not our real names.  Some of you who, for 

example, you’re on check sites or you own dating sites and you don’t put your real 

name in there.  You’re known by what’s called back in the OZB days a handle.  And, 

some of you in the electronic world, you got a handle but it’s not your real name.  

See -- see some of you got a name, you know “brown sugar 82” but that’s not your 

real name.  It’s your handle -- it’s what you are known by in the cyber world but 

that’s not your real name.  What name does God call you?  In Isaiah 43:1, the Bible 

says, “But now thus saith the lord that created thee, O Jacob and he that formed 

thee O Israel, fear not for I have redeemed thee.  I have called thee by thy name, 

thou art mine.” 

 

God claimed Israel on the basis of four factors.  He created, he formed, he redeemed 

and he named.  Everything that is God’s -- see it was the first job on the planet.  

When Adam was there, God gave Adam the job of naming things.  What does God 

call you?  Four factors -- the prophet Jeremiah had four factors.  Jeremiah, 

beginning in that first chapter, fourth verse, “Then, the Word of a Lord came unto 

me saying, “Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee.”  Then, you ask a deep 

statement?  God told Jeremiah, look He said, “Before I formed you, I knew thee.”  

See, formation was the second part of the four.  He created first.  So, God told 

Jeremiah, “Look, before I even formed you in your mother’s womb, you were created 

and I knew you.” 

 

God had named him before he was even placed in the womb.  That’s some deep 

stuff.  See, some of you think you are beginning, just began when you popped out.  

God told Jeremiah, “I knew you, not only before you popped out.  I knew you before 

you were put in.  I knew your name, I knew who you were and I knew which you are 

going to do.  I knew what I had called you.  Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew 

thee and before thou camest forth out of the womb, I sanctified thee.”  That’s that 

redeemed part and “I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.”  That’s what he 

called him. 

 

Before you even were in the womb, I had ordained you a prophet unto the nations 

then said, “Oh Lord behold, I cannot speak for I am a child.”  But the Lord said unto 

me, “Sayeth not I am a child, but thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee and 

whatsoever I command thee, thou shall speak.”  “Be not afraid of their faces for I 

am with thee to deliver thee” sayeth the Lord.  Then, the Lord put forth his hand 

and touched my mouth and the Lord sad unto me, “Behold, I have put my Words in 

thy mouth.  See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms to 

root out and to pull down and to destroy and to throw down, to build and to plant.” 
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Now, I just want to use these few verses just to build this first part of “What name 

does God call you?”  The Bible does not say how old Jeremiah was when God spoke 

these words to him.  But, I don’t think Jeremiah was very old.  The scholars say 

that Jeremiah was a teenager.  I believe that he was even younger than that.  Then 

said, “I, oh Lord, behold, I cannot speak for I am a child.”  Normally, in the Jewish 

culture, when you are 13 years old, you officially become a man on your own.  So I 

believe Jeremiah was even younger than 13 when God spoke these words to him.  

And I want you to understand the dynamics of what went on here.  God did not tell 

Jeremiah that he was not a child.  What he said was, “Say not that you are a child.”  

God did not deny the fact of the weakness, of the immaturity of Jeremiah.  He did 

say, “Look, don’t say that you are a child.”  He didn’t say that he was a child.  He 

just told Jeremiah, “Don’t say it, don’t say it.” 

 

See, there are some things in your world and God has called you for but yet you 

have some problems, some issues, some weaknesses and some history.  You’re a 

child in some arenas.  There are some legitimate, obvious reasons why you cannot 

do what you feel God is leading and what he has called you to do.  You got some real 

stuff going on.  This stuff Jeremiah was a child.  It was different if he would have 

been like Moses.  Moses, when God called Moses, when he smote the Egyptian, 

Moses was 40.  It would have been different.  And, here Jeremiah said, “Lord, I 

cannot speak for I am a child.”  But if you notice, Moses said the same thing.  When 

Moses came back out of the wilderness, he was 40 years old when he smote the 

Egyptian and had to leave out but he stayed in the wilderness 40 years before he 

came back to the Pharaoh. So, Moses was 80 and he said, “Lord, I am a flaw speech.  

I can’t speak eloquently.”  Same thing Jeremiah said. 

 

People, we’ve got all kind of issues as to why we cannot do what God has called you 

to do.  And God told Jeremiah, “Say not that you are a child.  Let me tell you what 

you are.”  He said, “I’m going to send you to nations and over kingdoms to root out, 

to pull down, to destroy, to throw down, to build and to plant.”  He said, “I'm going 

to send you to kings.  I'm going to send you to nations to do these six things.”  And, 

you know those six things that God called Jeremiah to do?  They are often the same 

six things that you have to do within your world.  Four of the six things really 

involved rooting out negative stuff.  And, oftentimes before you will ever build on 

the positive, you got to root out all of the negative stuff that’s there.  You got to tear 

down.  You got to destroy.  You got to pull out.  You got to get rid of all of a whole lot 

of mess.  Sometimes, before you can bring in and plant and grow the things that 

God has to be grown into your life.  So, God had to tell Jeremiah who he was and 

God was telling Jeremiah as Jeremiah was trying to tell God why he couldn’t do it.  

He said, “I am a child.  How in the world do you expect me to go and talk to kings 

and go and talk to kingdoms, and I'm a child.” 

 

And, some of the things God will call you to do you’ll have these reasons as to why 

you cannot do them and, the reasons will be real.  Jeremiah was a child and back in 



 - 5 - 

the culture, you couldn’t even become a priest until you were at least 30.  

Sometimes, you didn’t have respect until you were at a certain age so Jeremiah, he 

had a good point but God said, “Look, I'm going to put the words in your mouth.  I'm 

going to do this.  I'm going to send you and you go with my power.”  He said, “Don’t 

be afraid of their faces.  This is what I am going to do.” 

 

 

And oftentimes we will look at the situation in life and we will look not at what God 

has given us, but we’ll look at the negative and we’ll look at what we lack.  

Supposed Bill Gates right now would sit around his breakfast table moaning about 

he can not play basketball like Michael Jordan.  Now it sounds crazy to you, here a 

man who is one of -- if not the richest man in the world and suppose he would sit 

around moaning everyday that he can not play basketball like Michael Jordan.  

People let me tell you one thing, there is absolutely nothing that you can do with 

what you don’t have.  God will always ask you, what do you have in your hand? 

 

What do you have, what have I given you?  He didn’t tell Bill Gates, you know I 

didn’t give you the ability basketball like Michael Jordan, what I gave you that 

ability to do was to create operating systems for computers and with that, I’ll give 

you the power to go before kings.  So when God grants you something and when God 

gives you something he will call you into this thing and you have got to understand 

the name of what’s called the calling that God has placed upon your life. 

 

And people so often with so many things, we feel so inadequate, its normal when 

God has called you to do something that’s great and it may not be a great thing in 

terms of the world’s scale.  God may simply have called you to be great children.  

And you’ll say, this is so hard, this is so difficult, but when God has called you to do 

something, he will empower you to do it.  What name does God call you?  Names are 

critically important, I have four boys, my wife and I.  And each one of my boys’ 

names, God spoke the name, the first one is named after me and I believe when 

Prophet Dexter prophesized to him over at in the youth, the team meeting, he 

basically told him that he’s going to be just like his daddy. 

 

But that was where the daddy told him a few years ago, so the prophecy confirmed 

what is prophet daddy already told him.  He’s named after his daddy, but God spoke 

the name of the other three boys and within the name is often the destiny.  And just 

as God knew the names of all of my boys, before they were in the womb, the last one 

in particular and you all know his name because I used to preach about it because 

we have such a conflict in the house, because his name was George and my wife just 

didn’t liked that name.  And George was unusual because he defied the probability 

and the pattern.  There are six of us, six boys that my father had but every one of 

the sons except for James and myself.  They have all girls and one boy. 
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After I had three boys and actually God spoke the name Christian and George 

whom we only had two before either one of them was conceived.  James has three 

boys and four girls, so the probability if I followed all of my brothers pattern was 

that it very least George was going to be a girl.  He spoke his name ten years before 

he was ever conceived, do you know God knows who you are decades and hundreds 

of years before you’re even conceived.  And sometimes people we have a difficulty 

accepting what God has called us and some of you got a call and Jeremiah said, “It’s 

like a fire shut up in my bones.” 

 

Some of you got stuff and it’s like a fire shut up in your bones.  And God has called 

you into a thing and because sometimes you may not even like the calling, some of 

you have been called to evangelized -- and often times people the calling is not 

particularly viewed in the eyes of the world, its overly spiritual.  Some of you have 

other callings and have not -- Bill Gates was not called into a spiritual calling but 

because he followed what his calling was, he’s able to donate billions of dollars to 

education and to educate people because he followed his calling.  When God calls 

you something, you’ve got to be able to know not what the world calls you, not what 

people call -- there’s another name that God has called and most of us don’t even 

know what God has really called us and what he has called to do. 

 

You’re calling just maybe cooking, even the calling within the church, some of the 

folk are led to just clean up in the church and sometimes God will place it in your 

heart -- and said, “But I don’t want to do that, I want a more elevated position.”  

And Jesus maybe speaking to you to wash the feet of somebody and because you 

don’t like the name of the sound, you don’t want to do it.  And I’ve seen that just 

even with just the names of children that God knew it, way, way, way in advance.  

And he would speak it but it just sounds too common to us.  I had a time with 

George, it’s a common name but yet it’s a name of a king.  And I had to tell my wife 

I said, “Look I very state his name after King George, unless couple of presidents 

have been George’s.” I said “That’s some regal name but its just so common.” 

 

And when George came out on a couple of years the way he walks, he walks like a 

king.  You don’t see George -- what he doesn’t -- he walks like this, he walks just 

like what his name at its highest and best calls him to be.  And with some of you 

God has placed a calling just in your name, and some of you don’t even know what 

your name means, you need to find -- And parent when you get rid of the name you 

stood, you didn’t know what that name means. And we know all the crazy stuff. 

 

And you need to name you children, my name Nathaniel means given or gift of God 

and it may be a reason I just thought -- it may be a reason why I cant even accept 

money in ministry, it’s got to be a gift, God knew before I was born, so you’re going 

to be a gift to ministry, and you’ve got to understand some things even just as what 

you are called -- God has a name that he has ordained and he has called you before 

you ever entered your mothers womb. 
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And you have to be able to get away and to get sensitive to be able to understand 

what God has called you.  I'm getting ready to go this week on no talk, and for seven 

days I’ll go away and shut up, shut away and just get quiet and just hear and listen 

for the still small voice of God.  Some of you can not hear your true divine name 

because too many other for what call and use some other stuff.  And some of the 

stuff is not positive and you’ve got to get away where you can hear what God is truly 

calling and I -- there’s a Bible verse that goes, all things work together for good for 

those who love the Lord and are called according to his purpose. 

 

When God whispers your name, do you even know what it is?  I remember Martin 

Luther King, when people were asking, how did he stand all of the taunts, and all 

the bad and vial names that people would call him.  And Martin Luther King simply 

says this, it doesn’t matter what people call him, it matters what you answer to.  

You’ve got to be able to answer when God whispers your name, and he’ll whisper 

your name and in the name is a calling and that’s why we need to go to the Bible 

everyone where he changed and showed them destiny, he changed what they were 

called. 

 

And some of you got some names, you know the one name that you do choose and 

I’ll find sometimes I can tell even just with people is just an email address, you 

choose that.  Some people have to move their email address says what they think 

about themselves.  I mean they have some email and the email address is just 

totally negative, you need to even, especially on the name you can choose, some of 

you need to change your email addresses and you need to change your email 

address into something of what you want to be. 

 

What you are called, so God is just speaking just in this first part of, what name 

does God call you?  And there’ll be two other sessions and keys as we begin to 

research, and to prove what scripture says just in the power of the name and of 

what God calls you and the calling that he has given you.  God is whispering 

something to his people now, but in order for you to even answer.  You’ve got to 

really know what your name is.  Do you really know the name that God is calling 

you? 

 

We thank you for joining us today at brothers of the word, tune in for parts two and 

part three, just so you can learn, how to know, how to respond and how to really 

know within your soul the name and the calling that God has called you.  Join us 

again next week, same time, same channel, you can go to airjesus.com and send this 

message to a friend absolutely free.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers 

of the word because brother you need the Word. 


