
V9194 

How to Know The Voice of God 

Part 1 
 

 

 

Sermon Title: How to Know The Voice of God Part 1 

Sermon Number: 5497 

Speaker: Nathaniel Bronner, Jr. 

 

 

 
Links to sermon–Windows Media Version is fastest download, MP3 is best audio quality: 

Windows Media Version http://www.theonlineword.com/s/5497.wma 

MP3 Version http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5497.mp3 

 

 

AirJesus.com 
and 

TheOnLineWord.com 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               AirJesus.com                          TheOnLineWord.com 

 

 



 - 2 - 

Nathaniel Bronner, Jr.: Flesh has a voice and it is loud.  Welcome to Brothers of 

the Word because brother, you need the word! 

 

 “How to Know The Voice of God?”  This is a question that has played so many of us.  

How do we know when it is really God who is speaking to us?  How do we know 

whether it is God or whether it is self, or whether it is some demonic force?  How do 

we know the voice of God? 

 

And I am going to be teaching a four-part series dealing with this because this is 

not a simple subject.  I want you to open your Bibles to the Book of 1 Kings 13th 

Chapter, and there I'll be reading a story that kind of sets the example of sometimes 

the difficulty of knowing whether this is God. 

 

1 Kings Chapter 13, beginning at the first verse, and it’s a lot of scripture to read, so 

you can just follow along with me.  "And, behold, there came a man of God out of 

Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel and Jeroboam stood by the altar to 

burn incense.  And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD and said, O 

altar, altar, thus saith the LORD.  Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of 

David, Josiah by name.  And upon thee, there shall he offer the priests of the high 

places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee." 

 
"And he gave a sign the same day, saying, this is the sign which the LORD hath 

spoken.  Behold, the altar shall be rent and the ashes that are upon it shall be 

poured out.  And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man 

of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from 

the altar, saying, lay hold on him.  And his hand, which he put forth against him 

dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him." 

 

"The altar was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign 

which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.  And the king answered 

and said unto the man of God, ‘Intreat now the face of the LORD thy God and pray 

for me that my hand may be restored me again.’  And the man of God besought the 

LORD, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it was before." 

 

"And the king said unto the man of God, ‘Come home with me and refresh thyself, 

and I will give thee a reward.’  And the man of God said unto the king, ‘If thou wilt 

give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor 

drink water in this place, for so was it charged me by the word of the LORD saying 

eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest.’" 

 
"So he went another way and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.  Now 

there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel and his sons came and told him all the works 

that the man of God had done that day in Bethel.  The words which he had spoken 

unto the king, they told also to their father.  And their father said unto them, ‘What 
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way went he?’  For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came 

from Judah.  And he said unto his sons, ‘Saddle me the ass.’  So they saddled him 

the ass and he rode thereon, and he went after the man of God and found him 

sitting under an oak.  And he said unto him, ‘Art thou the man of God that camest 

from Judah?’ And he said, ‘I am.’" 

 

"Then he said unto him, ‘Come with me and eat bread.’  And he said, ‘I may not 

return with thee, nor go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water with 

thee in this place for it was said to me by the word of the LORD, ‘Thou shalt not eat 

bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.’  He 

said unto him, ‘I am a prophet also as thou art and an angel spake unto me by the 

word of the LORD, saying, ‘Bring him back with thee into thine house that he may 

eat bread and drink water.’  But he lied unto him." 

 

"So he went back with him and did eat bread in his house and drank water.  And it 

came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the 

prophet that brought him back.  And he cried unto the man of God that came from 

Judah, saying, ‘Thus saith the LORD, for as much as thou hast disobeyed the 

mouth of the LORD and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God 

commanded thee, but camest back and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the 

place of the which the Lord did say to thee eat no bread, and drink no water, thy 

carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.’" 

 

"And it came to pass after he had eaten bread and after he had drunk that he 

saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back.   

And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way and slew him, and his carcase 

was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.  And, 

behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing 

by the carcase.  And they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt." 

 

"And when the prophet that had brought him back from the way heard thereof, he 

said, ‘It is the man of God who was disobedient unto the word of the LORD.  

Therefore, the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him and 

slain him according to the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him.’  And he 

spake to his sons, saying, ‘Saddle me the ass.’  And they saddled him.  And he went 

and found his carcase cast in the way, and the ass and the lion standing by the 

carcase.  The lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass." 

 
"And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of God and laid it upon the ass, and 

brought it back, and the old prophet came to the city to mourn and to bury him.  

And he laid his carcase in his own grave and they mourned over him, saying, ‘Alas, 

my brother!’  And it came to pass after he had buried him that he spake to his sons, 

saying, ‘When I am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man of God is 

buried.  Lay my bones against his bones,’ for the saying which he cried by the word 
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of the LORD against the altar in Bethel, and against all the houses of the high 

places which are in the cities of Samaria shall surely come to pass." 

 

Now, that’s a lot of scripture.  It’s a lot of scripture because that is a twisty story, 

but it is very indicative of sometimes what can happen when you try to hear, 

understand and discern the word of God.  Here you had an experienced old prophet.  

This man went to the king and said, "He didn't just prophesy."  This man brought 

forth miracles while he was standing there.  He went and told the king what was 

going to happen if he didn't straighten up and what was coming, and the king said, 

"Seize this man!"  He is going to throw him in jail and the king's hand just withered 

up. 

 

Now, that’s something.  How would you like to have that power that if somebody 

says something against you, there hand will just wither up.  I mean, I'm actually 

seeing some stuff like that.  I haven't seen a withered hand, but I had a fellow who 

was just talking against me one day and just saying all kind of stuff, and I saw 

something fold and snap and it literally broke his hand.  But this man, this was 

miraculous without question.  So the king's hand withered and when the king's 

hand withered right in front of them, he knew he was dealing with a man of God.  

And he said, “Please pray, pray to get my hand” -- and then the prophet prayed and 

the king's hand was restored. 

 

Now, that's another level.  That's beyond prophecy.  That's a demonstration of an 

instant, overt, obvious miracle.  So you weren't even dealing with just a normal 

prophet who just had word of the future.  You were dealing with a man who had 

instant miraculous miracle working power.  This was not an ordinary man.  And as 

he was walking and as he was leaving, the king offered him -- he said, "Look, come 

to my house.  Let me feed you."  The prophet said, “Look, I can't take anything, none 

of your food, and even if you gave me..." some of the other terms, "…even if you gave 

me half of your kingdom, I can't take it.  God told me not to eat or drink, nor go back 

the same way that I came.  So I've got to leave this place by a different route."  Can't 

eat, can't drink. 

 

This was a bona fide, proven man of God with miraculous miracle work and ability.  

And as he was traveling along the road, here comes another old prophet who comes 

and tells him that, "Come back to my house and eat," and the first prophet said, 

"God told me I can't eat anything in this land nor drink anything."  And the other 

prophet says, "But an angel came to me and told me you can eat." 

 

Now, you would think that the first prophet would know the real voice of God.  You 

would think that a prophet who have the power and the ability to command a hand 

to wither and instantly restore, you would think that this man would know when 

somebody is lying and when they’re not. 
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This story, I have read over I don't know how many times, trying to understand it.  

How could a man that steeped in God's power not know the true word of God?  Now 

people, I don't know how many of you all have had a miracle that you performed 

recently.  But I can safely say that this man was above the level than any of us.  I 

can pretty much safely say that this man was above the level of any of us because 

we just can't work those instant, overt, obvious, wither-restore miracles like that. 

 

So this was a serious man of God walking in power and you have to ask yourself, 

how was he deceived in not knowing the real word of God?  It's not that God didn't 

change his mind.  It's not that God could not have looked and said, "Well, I told you 

not to eat there, but now I'm going to allow you to eat."  James and I, we've had that 

experience before.  We were years ago, probably -- I don't know, 20 years ago, we 

were on a fast and we were on a seven-day fast, and it was day three.  We were 

down at my grandmother's house. 

 

I had a gold corvette at that time and we were sitting out in the corvette.  I was 

slumped behind the steering wheel and James was slumped in the passenger seat, 

and we have been sitting there for about 15 minutes and we've been sitting there 

and we hadn't gotten out of the car to go to my grandmother's house because we 

were just too weak.  It was the roughest three days of any fast I'd ever been on.  It 

was a seven-day fast and we knew we had -- four days ago, we were just -- I was just 

sitting behind the wheel and -- see, the ‘vette is a low car.  It almost sits on the 

ground, so you have to -- it takes a little energy to get out of that car. 

 

And we were just sitting there and neither one of us didn’t have the energy to even 

get out of the car.  We were just sitting there and we’re looking like, "Man, I'm 

hungry."  I said, "Man, I'm hungry, too."  We were just tired.  It was something -- it 

was just a dream that was just beyond normal.  And then, I heard the word of God 

speak to me and say, "You can eat now."  And I told James, I said, "James, I think I 

have God's hand.  We can eat now." 

 

First of all, we were at grandmama's house.  You see, it’s just a whole -- you 

understand what it means when you're at grandmama's house and you haven't 

eaten in three days, and you're at grandmama's house.  We were at grandmama's 

house and I heard God said, "You can eat now."  And I told James, and James said, 

"I don't know.  We're just hungry."  And we struggled out of the car and I had to ask 

the Lord.  I said, “Look, I don't know whether this is you or not."  I said, "This is 

you.  You've got to just give me…” and he spoke a scripture.  

 

And when I opened the Bible to go to the scripture, the scripture was about eating 

bread.  And I told -- I said, "James, hallelujah!  Hallelujah!"  I mean, hallelujah!  

But I understood part of the problem of the first prophet.  They didn't have cars in 

that day.  They didn't have busses or planes and you had to walk or ride a slow 

donkey.  Wherever you were going, it was hot.  This man had nothing to eat nor 
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nothing to drink all day, and who knows for how long.  He was hot, he was tired, he 

was hungry, and he was thirsty. 

 

So here comes another prophet who says, "God says that you can eat now."  So even 

though he may have had some suspicion, he was hungry.  There was always a 

danger of the flesh when you are hungry.  And sometimes when you are hungry, you 

will listen to things and you will do things that you would not ordinarily do if you 

are well fed.  See, if the man had just gotten through eating a big meal and if he had 

just gotten through with two quarts of water, he was just full.  And the man came 

and said, "God says you're not to eat anything in this land, but you can come and 

eat with me."  This man, "I'm not going to take that risk.  I'm full."  But he was 

hungry. 

 

So there's a point in life for trying to discern the word of God.  Flesh gets in the way.  

And I believe that in this particular instance, it is what happened to this man.  He 

was just hungry.  And then you ask, "Well, why did the second prophet lie to him?"  

And I don't even know the full story because the Bible didn't understand -- see, the 

second prophet was a legitimate prophet because while they were sitting and 

eating, God spoke to him and said, "Because he has eaten this food in this land, he's 

going to die."  And he said, "Oh, alas my brother, God just spoke to me and said 

you're going to die from eating here."  So he was a legitimate prophet.  It wasn't 

that he was a faker.  He was a legitimate prophet of God. 

 

So here you had two legitimate old prophets.  They weren't even newbies.  

Sometimes you can chalk it up to when you're getting anything and when you're 

unseasoned, when you're inexperienced -- they were old prophets.  They were true 

old prophets of God, one who succumbed to hunger and one who for whatever reason 

just flat out lied. 

 

So this was a good story to open up with how do you know the real voice of God, and 

it's not easy people.  I can tell you, it's not easy, and that's perhaps why God says 

you're going to have to spend the rest of this month just dealing with this story and 

dealing with this subject because that is not easy.  A lot of people who claim they're 

hearing the voice of God, I know for a fact that's just not God.  What it is, is flesh.  

Flesh has a voice and it's loud.  Flesh has a voice and it is loud, and whenever you 

have a -- see, there were two things with the prophets. 

 

Number one, one was hungry and the other knew that he could get the man if he 

just told him what he wanted to hear.  That's why the Bible says on the last days, 

men are going to preach stuff just for itching ears.  And basically, sometimes those 

even in ministry, they just tell folks stuff that they know they want to hear, not 

necessarily the truth.  But see, if you're hungry, what you want to hear is, "I've got 

some food for you."  If you're broke, what you want to hear is, "Your check is in the 

mail." 
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So whatever your situation is, if you can find someone who will tell you what you 

want to hear, you go with them, and that's what happened with the first prophet.  

The second prophet told him what he wanted to hear even though it wasn't from 

God.  And maybe the second prophet rationalized it.  And maybe he said, "Well, my 

house is a holy house.  This is a holy food."  I don't see any reason to worry why he 

can’t come to his holy house and have some holy food.  And maybe he rationalized 

that in his own mind, I don't know.  All I know is old prophets were deceived or 

deceiving about the word of God. 

 

So if the prophets, if sometimes they mix it up, what about us?  If the man with that 

kind of miracle working power, if he succumbed come to flesh, what about us?  I'll 

walk in the prophetic and to be perfectly honest, all the stuff I had don't come quite 

to pass like I feel.  I just don’t.  I don't know anybody where everything has been 

100%.  I just don’t.  I don't care who it is.  I don't care how great their ability is.  If 

you ask me and you get the real truth, sometimes some of the stuff just don’t -- they 

don’t come out right. 

 

So how do you know?  That's a real -- turn to the person next to you and just ask, 

“How do you know?”  How do you know the truth and the real voice of God?  So this 

is the beginning of this series and as I get into it, I'm going to start giving you some 

guidelines that will help you, so that when you're on the road of life and perhaps 

when you're in a situation and something comes to you and you're hungry, and you 

don't know whether it is real or not, false or truth, from the divine or the demonic, 

you don't know, you're going to need these teachings just to lead and to guide you 

and to be able to discern and to help you discern that which is real and that which 

is false. 

 

Even Jesus when he talked Peter and he asked, "Who am I?" and Peter says, "You 

are the Son of God."  And Jesus says, "Surely, flesh and blood has not revealed that 

to you, but only God."  Five verses later, Jesus tells him, "Get thee behind me, 

Satan."  And Peter was the one who the church, the rock, the church was built on.  

It lets you know there's some divine and some demonic.  Peter couldn't tell the 

difference.  Peter couldn't tell it; the old prophet couldn’t tell it. 

 

So as we move into these series, I'm going to give you some keys that will help you 

discern the word of God. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

It's 12:29 and it's time to go.  Now see, one thing I do know, God says three out of 

four services, be out of here on time.  So this is the beginning of the month, we've 

got a month to go, but I don't want to run over today.  So stand up, come close, grab 
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hands and listen.  If you got a word from God, you've got to know how to follow that 

word and be obedient to the word, and God will always bless and prosper when you 

are obedient. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, we just thank you for your word.  Father, as we begin this 

series, I pray that you shall enlighten us, give us discernment, let us know when 

you speak and more importantly, more importantly, give us the diligence and the 

submission to follow that which you say.  Be with us, go, guide and protect us.  In 

thy Son Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 


