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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

And today is Part 3 of the Series of “How to now Know the Voice of God”.  In Part 1 

we went over even the situations in the Bible of even where experienced Prophets of 

God were deceived and even they had difficulty for one reason or another discerning 

the true voice of God.  So how do you know the voice of God? 

 

In the second part of the series, we went over the seven ways that God can speak to 

you. But how do you know truly the voice of God? And in these last two parts of 

these series, we’ll cover – how do you discern whether it’s God, your flesh or the 

devil and this is not a question, it’s not a new dilemma, it’s not a new challenge 

trying to figure out, is this God or not? Even back in the Old Testament in the Book 

of Deuteronomy 18:21-22, the Bible says, “21 You may say to yourselves, “How can 

we know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD?”  22 If what a prophet 

proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a 

message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do 

not be afraid of him.” 

 

Now, here the Bible says even back then – it said, “Look, how do we know if this is 

not from the Lord? How do we know it? And basically the answer was – Well if it 

doesn’t come to past you know it wasn’t me. That’s kind of obvious. See the question 

that you need to know and the answer that you really want is – How do you know if 

this is from God before you act on it. How do you know beforehand, obviously if it 

doesn’t come from the past, it wasn’t from God, that’s how they tell you tell. In the 

Old Testament, if it didn’t happen it wasn’t me. 

 

So how do you know?  And this thing is not new. One man wrote in and he simply 

says, he says everyone talks about doing what the Holy Spirit says but you do not 

state how you know it is the voice of God. I have yet to read any book or any article 

or hear any sermon that can lay that out. It’s easy to say that the Lord told me to 

leave this or do that and I was blessed down the road because of it. Anyone who can 

present a way, one can actually know that the voice they are hearing is from God, 

not man or Satan would change the world. That’s probably why the world hasn’t 

changed. 

 

So this man said – Look, I’ve read everything, I’ve listened, I've heard sermons and 

I still have not heard anybody tell me how do I know for absolute sure that this is 

the voice of God. And to be honest about it people, even what I'm going to share 

with you is still not going to tell you for absolute sure that you know this is God. I 

mean even to the point, perhaps the most dramatic thing that has happened in the 

last couple of years, God had told me to finish a book that I was writing and to do it 

before the end of the year. And I came in the Ark early, in my office before noon. I 

worked all day and it was a New Year’s Day service. So I came out of my office 

about 9-o’clock in the evening. 
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I was up here in the pulpit; I saw some paper back in the choir stand. I stepped 

back over to pick it up and while I was there, there was this huge explosion that 

occurred right over in this corner, right where the statue of Jesus stands and I 

wasn’t the only one who heard it. There were several other people here – Brother, 

was it loud? (Very loud) I was like – Boom! And God had told me, when you finish 

this book, I will audibly let you know. All of us rushed over – we still could never 

find anything. 

 

And as I was sitting there during the service God spoke and he said, “It is finished.” 

That was the sign. Now that was a loud something and yet because we couldn’t find 

any natural cause, I knew that this was God, but most of the time God doesn’t 

speak to you that loud, it’s not that dramatic, it’s subtle and you’re trying to 

wonder, “Is this God, is this me, or am I hearing from the devil? How do I know that 

this is God?” so this is not a new question. It’s an ancient question that men have 

wondered and men still wonder. 

 

I read about Pat Robinson where he said, “I'm writing most of the time. I've got a 

good track record but sometimes I just miss it.” And it’s like that with everyone who 

hears from God if they tell you the truth. You go up to anyone who hears from God 

and asks, “Have you ever missed it? Have you asked him?” So how do you know 

whether this is one of the times when you got it, or whether this is one of the times 

when you’re missing it? How do you tell whether it’s the voice of God? 

 

I'm going to give you some practical keys that I hope can help some of you as you go 

through these dilemmas: 

 

First – you need to put things into two categories. Now there are three types of 

things. Number one, is the type of thing that require you to do something or you’re 

influenced by something that you do and if it’s not God, this thing can cause some 

major negative consequences in your life. For example, if you think you hear God 

saying, “Quit your job and move to Alaska.” Now, is that God or is it not? Now if it’s 

God, there may be some great blessings for you to quit your job and move to Alaska. 

And if it’s not God, you may move up there and freeze to death. So you don’t know if 

this is category one where the thing can have major negative consequences in your 

life if this is not God. 

 

You could hear God say, “You need to marry this person”. Is that God or not? If it’s 

not God all of a sudden, you wake up the day after your wedding and tell me – “Uh-

oh.”  See, if it’s not God that “Uh-oh” can cause you a whole lot. So you really need 

to know on major category one thing whether or not this is truly God because your 

action on the thing can have major impact on your life. 

 

The second category of things – there are things that are independent of anything 

that you do. Someone could come to you and say – God says that the price of gas is 
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going up. Well whether you do anything or not, whether it’s true or false – there’s 

nothing you can do about that whatsoever and sometimes you hear some things like 

that. We had a prophet years ago before 911 happened and then the revival prior. 

He had said there’s going to be a major airplane crash that will shake this nation. It 

was absolutely true but there is nothing you could’ve done about it one way or 

another. 

 

So there are some things that are true but they just – you have no power to 

influence them whatsoever. There are some worldly things, there are some national 

things, of government, or a city, or sometimes even things on your job but you 

cannot control them, you cannot influence them. All you have is the advance 

knowledge, it’s category two and things that you really don’t have an influence over 

and you’re actions don’t matter in that case. 

 

The third category, and these are things that you really have nothing to lose by 

following if it’s God or not. A lot of times I'll have that. I'll hear God say, “Go and eat 

at a particular restaurant today”. Well, I don’t have anything to lose about that. I 

mean I didn’t have that idea where to go anyway. Sometimes I'll hear just God say, 

“You get your gas at this station today.” Just simple things, maybe God may not. 

But small things like that, you don’t really have much to lose and sometimes even 

in the small things I have seen how God has worked because he has sent me to a 

place and something will happen that lets me know I know I was supposed to be 

there to help someone or to influence someone. Sometimes people just see – I have a 

slogan on my car. He may send me somewhere so somebody can see my car and go 

to Do42.com and it changes their life. 

 

So it’s a small thing but because the thing is so small you have nothing to lose by 

doing it. And sometimes God will send you a message to someone – God says for you 

to get your body in shape. Well you don’t have anything to lose about that whether 

that’s God or not. It’s some good stuff so at least you have nothing to lose by doing 

it. So that’s the third category. 

 

So first category – Major things that can make you have a major influence even on 

the negative end, if it’s not God. Second category – Things of the world that you 

can’t influence one way or the other. Third category – Smaller things that really 

don’t matter and you have nothing to lose by following. So it’s the category on things 

that really make the difference and where you really need to know. And as one 

person says, “The bigger the thing that God tells you, the bigger the prayer needs to 

be about the thing.” So when it’s a big thing – when it’s a major category one thing, 

you need some real guidelines so that you’ll know – Is this God, is this me, or is this 

some demonic force trying to derail and destroy me. 
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We often say, “Try the spirit by the spirit”. In 1John 4 – what does that mean. We 

may get to that – because that’s not easy. That’s a complicated thing. So how do I 

really – really know? 

 

                First thing is this, you need to know God as best you can. Now, you will never fully 

understand God. Isaiah 55:8 says, 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to 

it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed 

for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the 

purpose for which I sent it.” 

 

 You need to try to understand God as best you can but even in your best mind, you 

can't understand God. You can't understand God. See God says, My thoughts are 

not your thoughts, your ways are not your ways. My ways are as high above the 

earth as the heaven is. Look, you can’t touch my ways. Have you ever walked 

outside and just seen how high the heaven is. He says, My ways are as high above 

your ways as you the heaven is above the earth. Just go out and look up sometime 

and see – you can look up in this place and you can get a big ladder. If he says, My 

ways was high as the church’s sanctuary ceiling, you can get a ladder to get up 

there. But he says, My ways are as high above your ways as the heavens are above 

the earth you can’t even begin to comprehend God’s ways. But even in these series 

of verses, God gives us a simile, now a simile is an English portion of syntax that 

uses ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

 

So he says, you cannot understand my ways but my ways are like this. He says, like 

as the rain comes down, but when the rain comes down, he says, it watereth the 

earth and it give bud and it gives seed to the soil and bread to the eater. You don’t 

understand and at that time, they had no understanding of rain. So you don’t 

understand rain but what you can understand is this. When I send the rain for you, 

it waters the earth and gives a soil seed and it gives the eater bread. So what God is 

saying in a nutshell – Though you may not understand my ways, my ways are to 

bless you. 

 

I remember years ago when my father was alive and we have a condo in Florida and 

my father would go there periodically and you’d be responsible for leaving the condo 

like you found it neat and clean. And one day the management people called the 

house and they said, Mr. Bronner has left this condo in a mess. It’s just all junked 

up. And my father was a little junky. So when the management told us that it 

wasn’t hard to believe that my father had left a little junk in the condo because that 

was kind of the way he was. But then they began to say, we went in to clean up and 

we found cigarette butts and beer cans and we knew right on – Wow, wait a minute, 
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no, no, no. Now, if you said we found watermelon rinds and lemon – yeah, that 

would have been him, but you talking about cigarette butts, no, no, no. That was not 

my father. 

 

And sure enough when they checked, someone else had rented the unit and it 

wasn’t him. But see by the very action, because we knew our father, we knew his 

works and we saw his fruits and we knew his manifestations and when they told us 

something that was out of character with our father, we knew that was not him. 

You have to know your father. You have to know as best you can, God, how he 

works, that he wants to bless you and you have to know his Word. And when you 

read and study his word, you will get a greater insight into his character and then 

you will be able to help discern his voice. 

 

Sandy Gregory wrote a story that kind of illustrates is – called the remote 

employee. And basically it says, imagine you are hired to open up an office in 

another state where you're way somewhere and your new boss gives you a high tech 

two-way radio and it gives you a policy and procedure manual and tells you that you 

will receive instructions once you arrive on this two-way radio and off you go. And 

when you get there you hear voices, your boss’s voice over the radio and he says, “I 

will communicate to you through this radio but take note, our competitors, our 

enemies also have access to this channel. They will try to impersonate my voice 

with false messages, to spoil our purposes. Oh no, but how will I know it’s you or 

how will I know whether it’s the enemy giving me instructions. Your boss comes 

back and says three ways. 

 

First considering the situation, check every message. Supposedly from me, check it 

against the policy and procedure manual that I gave you. So the first thing you need 

to do when you hear from God is, check it against the policy and procedure manual. 

See if this lines up with the guidelines that the boss has given you. Also, if I am not 

talking, don’t focus in on the noise pretending that I am. If I am not speaking, let 

the manual be your guide. 

 

Do you know everytime you get a two-way radio, when you push the buttons and all 

kind of static on it. The world is full of static. That’s why you have to have some 

quiet prayer time to be able to even get away and to be able to even listen to the 

voice of God. Second says, the manual doesn’t cover every situation. You have to 

know my voice. You see often times, when you really know someone; they don’t even 

have to introduce themselves. You may not have talked with them in ten years and 

the minute you hear their voice, you instantly know who it is because you know 

their voice. You’ve got to get to the point where you know the voice of God. And 

third thing, you’ve got to understand the overall purpose. You see if you know the 

overall purpose of what God has called you to do, you can begin to sense and to see 

when things are starting to move outside of that purpose and off track. 
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Number one, check every message against the manual. Number two, get to know 

his voice. And often times, you know that by just asking yourself, ‘What happened 

the last few times God told me something?’. Now see, if that last five times God has 

told you something that just left you and guided you in all kind of mess—that might 

not be the voice of God. So what happened the last few times God told you 

something or you thought you heard God tell you something?  And if that has, you 

all messed up; maybe that’s not the voice of God. 

 

Third, understand his overall purpose for your life. Now there’s one key – and this 

still can get twisted because even the best of the best miss it, so I want to give you 

another key that will help and it’s from basically Proverbs 11:14 which says, Where 

no counsel is, the people fail: but in the multitude of counselors there is safety.” So 

whenever you get something in that category one and you think you have heard 

from God. I want to give you this rule, “Check it with two wise people.” Don’t check 

it with a fool. Check it with two wise people. And if they both say go, then you know 

that you probably heard from God and they are going to tell you one of three things. 

They’ll tell you go, that what you’ve heard is correct, what you’ve heard is wisdom, 

and what you’ve heard is probably of God. They’ll tell you go, they’ll tell you ‘No’ – 

something’s off here, or they’ll tell you ‘Slow’. They’ll tell you, ‘Wait a minute, give 

this thing a few month before you move on. Hold up, this maybe God, this may not 

be God.’ But you have nothing to lose by waiting. Hold up, they’ll tell you ‘Go’, 

they’ll tell you ‘No’, or they’ll tell you ‘Slow’. 

 

Now the thing is, the Bible says there is safety in the multitude of councilors and so 

many of us get in peril and in trouble when we think we hear from God. We run off 

and we don’t consult with anybody about the thing. See people, when you go to a 

wise person, you’ve got to have one thing and that is an open willing spirit to do 

what it tells you. No sense in you asking you’re not going to do it, you’ve got to have 

an open spirit that if they say ‘Go’ then you’re ready to go but if they say ‘No’ and if 

they both agree and both of them tell you ‘No’ or if both of them tell you ‘Slow’, you 

need to have the open spirit to say, “Well, I may not need to do this – they told me to 

wait three months, I may need to wait three months, or I may need to wait three 

years. Go, No, or Slow, there is safety in the multitude of councilors. 

 

So even thought people there is no solid formula that I can find that will absolutely 

tell you whether something is of God or not.  Some of the stuff is in the Bible. If God 

told you to move, quit your job and move to Alaska, that’s not in the Bible. You can 

check that by the manual. It’s not in the Bible, there is nothing the Bible because 

sometimes. God did tell – he told Abraham, pick up your stuff, get all your stuff, 

leave all your folk behind and go through the way I'm going to show you to go. So 

you can find president for that in the Bible. So you can't say, God is telling you to 

quit your job and move to Alaska. You don’t know but if you check it with two wise 

people – First of all, do you have a job waiting on you in Alaska? No. Well what are 

you going to do when you get to Alaska? I don’t. 
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See when you check it with two wise people then they will be able to give you some 

insight into whether or not this thing is most likely from God or not. I wish I could 

tell you a concrete formula but I cannot. The things of God are sometimes difficult 

to grasp and sometimes we don’t even understand those things. Sometimes people, 

God will tell you some things and he’ll send you through some rough stuff 

deliberately. And see, if you walk into a hospital and you didn’t know what it was, 

you didn’t know anything about medicine and you were just from another planet 

that never had illness and you walked into a hospital and you walked into an 

operating room and there you saw these folks with mask on with knives cutting folk 

open, you would say, “My goodness, these evil folk” because you didn’t understand 

they were operating but the operation required some pain for them to go through to 

get well from the thing that was making them I'll. 

 

So often times, there are things that are of God. And to be honest, when God told 

Jesus, “This is my beloved Son with whom I'm well pleased.” You know the first 

place he sent him after he said that? Straight into the wilderness, with no food for 

40 days to be tempted of the devil, sometimes that which is of God is not pleasant, 

because he’s preparing you for a purpose but how do you discern whether the 

wilderness that you’re heading into is because God wants to send you there or 

because you just want to go there of your own stuff. That is a part of being able to 

discern and understand how the flesh will speak to you and we’re going to go into 

some of that on the last part of this and upon next week, at the end of the service, 

we’re going to have all of those with the prophetic gift and we’ll have four of them 

here in the Ark and for those who wish to be touched and anointed, for God to just 

open your ears, for you to be able to hear from God, but people, let me tell you 

upfront, if you choose that, that’s not an easy path, because you don’t need to ask to 

hear from God if you’re not going to do what you hear him say you to do. And often 

times, what God will tell you to do is not something what you want to do because 

what I found out in life, most of the stuff we want to do, we are already doing. See if 

you want to do, you are already doing it. 

 

So often times what God will tell you to do is some stuff you really don’t want to do. 

Next week, we’ll go into that in the next message on how to deal with the flesh and 

to separate that. But for today, that one major key that’s probably outside of some of 

the spiritual things, their safety in the multitude of councilors, check with two 

people and asks them whenever you have major category-one stuff. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 

the Word. 

Amen, amen. Now, next Sunday will be the day after Christmas. I know that many 

of you will be out of town and you won’t be able to participate in the anointing but 

God had his schedule for this day. He already said, even for prophetess free to close 

it out next weekend. And sometimes it’s even hard in ministry, you know, how do 
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you know that this is God speaking you because some of the stuff is a little – it’s 

unusual. It’s like God spoke last year, he said next year, our testimony is on video. 

How do you know that’s God? People, leaders, question it too. How do you know it’s 

God? 

 

As I was studying, I was reading a lot of the stuff for some of the big well known 

Christian leaders and they were talking about some of the stuff, they just missed it. 

How do you know? And often times, you have to just press forward. See, I'm not 

exactly positive every time, but what I am sure about is this, God’s got my back. 

See, I'm not sure about every detail but this is one thing I do know, God has 

watched over years, protected me years, guided me years, blessed me, he has 

prospered me – and see that’s why – I see look now Lord, I'm doing the best I can to 

hear your voice, you got to make sure that this stuff is coming through, and I'm 

getting it right. Help me with this stuff and sometimes God won't even answer me 

with some stuff. I’ll be asking God – he’s quiet, can’t hear a mumbling word, like the 

heavens just shut up. Sometimes, to be honest about it, you are going to go through 

this people sometimes. So when you’re hearing opens up, sometimes God is just not 

going to speak, he’s just going to leave you out there hanging, wondering what to do 

next – What do I do now? 

 

And then there are some other things that appear to be so fantastic, this big old 

4200 seat church, how are we going to get there… - Do you understand what I 

mean? Some of this stuff, and what God will speak will seem to be so fantastic to 

you and you’re wondering how but that’s the way he works with almost all of the 

people. That stuff was so far beyond him, - He can do exceedingly abundantly above 

all that you even ask or think. And I don’t know but we’ve seen some pretty big 

miracles recently and he says, ‘That’s not even the bigger miracles’. So you wonder, 

what else is coming? But that is not my problem; I'm always safe at that. My 

problem is to do the best that I can with what God has told me to do. And 

sometimes people though, telling is just a test. Maybe a small thing but God knows 

– when I read this Bible and I spent over those seven days of no talk, I spent those 

seven days, read more Bible and concentrated more than ever. I saw one pattern 

over and over and over and over… 

 

The pattern was this, God would prosper the people, bless them, free them, it wasn’t 

too long after that, that they deviated and did all kinds of singing. He would punish 

the people and then they would cry out and wale and hallow – Help me Lord, help 

me Jesus. And then he would hear and he would forgive them and restore them, 

and they moved back into prosperity and the cycle began all over again. And it 

happened over and over and over and over… So I then began to understand 

sometimes why God even has to hold some stuff back from us because there is the 

cycle. He prospers us and then we go our own way. Then he has to bring the 

punishment and you say, Okay Lord, I hear you; I'm just getting ready to straighten 
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up now. I'm straightening up, he restores us, cycle begins all over again… all 

through the Bible. 

 

His ways are as high above our ways, as the heavens are above the earth but I know 

without question that his ways are to bless us and prosper us and not to harm us.  

 

Next week as we wrap this up, I hope that some of your ears will literally pop as 

they are touched but I will strongly warn you, don’t come down here if you’re really 

not going to do what he says. It’s better for you never to hear it than you hear it and 

blatantly not do it. If you're not going to do what the two wise people tell you, don’t 

go ask. If you’ve already made up your mind, no need to ask him. Look this is what I 

want to do, I just want to tell you about this. Don’t ask. So don’t come down next 

week if you’re not prepared to submit to the words that God will speak. See God’s 

problem was never speaking to the people. His problem was always getting the 

people to do what he said. That was always the problem, it was the problem then, 

it’s the problem now.  One of the things he has told me, three out of four services, be 

out of here on time. And I’ve got an atomic clock and we’re going to follow that to 

the heel, we’ve got about three and a half minutes. Some people say, you ought not 

to be that strict, you’ve got a good point, but that’s you. You have a very good point, 

it makes a whole lot of sense, but if God tells me to be out of here on time, then God 

controls all these stuff – it’s just better to do what God says, it’s just better than me 

sitting right here – Lord I sure wish I hadn’t done that – he told me not to do that, I 

shouldn’t have listened to that folk and that’s what happens. That’s what Moses 

said, I shouldn’t have listened to that folk, I can’t get into the Promised Land, and I 

shouldn’t have listened. 

 

So people, next week pray about it, seek God’s word on this. And ask God, should 

you come down here for that anointing and hopefully you can hear that because I 

really don’t want you to come if you you’re not going to do what you hear. I really 

don’t so I'm trying to discourage you because I know how it can be if God is going to 

speak – You need to be submitted to follow what God will speak to you. Stand to 

your feet and come across the isles. We don’t have time today for Call for Salvation, 

you don’t have time for membership, but like I always say, if you really want to be a 

member, you really want to be saved; you’d be here next week. If you won't be here 

next week, you really weren’t serious about it.  

 

Bow your heads. Dear heavenly Father, we just thank you for the Word, we thank 

you for the word that comes out publicly and we thank you for your words that come 

privately into our hearts and into our spirits. Father as we move into next week, I 

pray that you speak to the people. Father you know them, you know their hearts, 

you know what you have called them and let them know whether they should come 

where they can even receive a greater measure of the sensitivity to your voice. 

Father you know the destiny, you know the plans that you have for them, plans to 
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prosper them. Father, I thank you for speaking on dominion and Father I pray 

sincerely that I listen in thy Son Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 


