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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

And today God has just placed upon my heart just to talk about, “The Goodness of 

God”. People, today we are so inundated with all of the things that are wrong in the 

world. If you watch the news, what you will hear is 95% negative. And because we 

are constantly bombarded with so much negativity, we soon can lose sight of the 

goodness of God because we see so much evil, so much negative, so much stuff 

wrong that we start focusing in all the stuff that’s going wrong and all of the stuff 

that’s going wrong in the world and we forget about the goodness of God. And that’s 

what God just impressed upon my heart to talk to you about today, just in the 

goodness of God. 

 

And I thought just about seven generalized areas that God is good—in these seven 

areas: 

 

1. God is good in the area of provisions. The Lord’s Prayer in those petitions, Jesus 
says to pray simply, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Paul says, “Having ye 

food and raiment be ye content.” He simply said, “If you got food and clothing, 

you ought to be content.” Now it doesn’t mean that you don’t strive for something 

else. But it means if you’ve got food and clothing – Jesus, the only material 

possession that he said for us to petition God was, “Give us this day our daily 

bread.” And do you know, God is good and he has given us everyday our daily 

bread. As a matter of fact, God is so good that our biggest problem is not getting 

our daily bread but cutting down on the daily bread God has given us. 

 

That’s how his abundance and his grace is so great that our problem in this 

country is not – that God has not given us – our problem is trying to cut back on 

the daily bread God has given us. So even just in that first thing of provision, it 

just shows us how good God is. I remember one evangelist said, “The stuff we 

have is enough and too much.” And just even in that daily bread, that the stuff 

he has given us is enough and too much. 

 

2. The second area that God is good in is the area of ‘Mercy’. When Moses was on 
the mountain the second time to receive the tablets again, after he came down 

the first time and the people had gotten into so much sin and he just broke the 

tablets. When he was there the second time in Exodus 34:6, the Bible reads, 

“And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD 

God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth”. 

 

When the Lord described himself to Moses, the first attribute was that of mercy, 

and even with the children of Israel, as Moses has come back up the mountain 

and they’ve done all of this sinning, God could have killed them instantly but he 

had mercy on them. I thank God for the goodness that he has just in the area of 

mercy.  When David had gone against the Word of God and sinned, and God 
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came to him and said, “Look because you have violated – I'm going to give you 

two options.” He said, “You can either let your enemies come and they will wreck 

a penalty on you or I will send this on you.” And David said, “Look Lord, no, I 

don’t want to be in my enemy’s hands. You do to me what you will because you 

have some mercy, but if you put me in the hands of man, there is no mercy.” 

 

I am thankful that God is a merciful God. You know, I’m thankful that I don’t 

have to be judged by human folk and human folk have my fate in hand because, 

do you know folk can be unforgiving? Do you realize that if your life was 

dependent on folk, you could be in some real trouble because a lot of times folks 

just don’t have any mercy at all? But God forgives us over and over and over… 

again. Even the people who do have mercy, it runs out quick. But God forgives 

us over and over and over again. 

 

Suppose I had to pay the full penalty for all of the sin – just even in the arena of 

my thinking – suppose you had to pay the full penalty just even in the arena of 

your thinking or even in the arena of just what you had done. Thank goodness 

that God is a God of mercy – the goodness of God. 

 

3. Third reason I look at the goodness of God is that ‘He gives us authority’. 
Deuteronomy 30:19 says, “I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, 

that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose 

life, that both thou and thy seed may live”. Do you know God is a good enough 

God that he gives us authority? He’s not a dictator. Have you ever worked under 

somebody and they are just absolutely – “Look, you do this my way or not at all. 

It’s my way or the highway.” Have you ever worked under someone and they just 

gave you no leeway or authority whatsoever? God says, “Look, I give you the 

choice. I set before you blessing and cursing.” 

 

And sometimes people we appreciate choice. As I was driving here today, the 

speed limit on the highway is 55. Now suppose your car had a Governor in it, 

and the minute it hit 56 it cut back. Suppose you just couldn’t go any faster than 

55, it will be a good thing but you will be mumbling and grumbling all of the 

way. See, it will be a real good thing but you will be grumbling and mumbling all 

the way. So I am just thankful that God gives us authority and I have the 

authority to choose 55 or 85. Now I chose 70 and I was doing 70 on the way 

which meant I could’ve gotten a ticket, I could have paid the price but for the 

mercy of God. 

 

So see, he gives us a choice to do right or to do wrong and fortunately he has 

some mercy. If God didn’t have mercy, my guess is that 90% of you would have 

gotten a speeding ticket just on the way the church today. And I thank God that 

he gives us the authority that we can choose the speed and we can slow up and 



 - 4 - 

speed up and he gave us that authority. I really would not want to be under a 

dictatorship of where I just couldn’t do wrong and maybe better. 

 

I had some Mr. Goodbars yesterday. It would be better if I bought those Mr. 

Goodbars if I hadn’t reached out of the sky and just grabbed my – and said, “No 

my child, you cannot have these Mr. Goodbars, no!” It would have been better 

but I'm just thankful for the authority that God has given me and I had the 

authority to choose. That brought a zit out on my face but I enjoyed them. So I 

have the authority to choose God as a good God that he has given us authority to 

choose blessings or cursings, life or death. 

 

4. Fourth thing in the goodness of God that I'm thankful for is that he gives us 
direction. He doesn’t leave us lost in a world with no idea of which way to go or 

which way to turn. God gives us direction. John 16:13, “Howbeit when he, the 

Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.” God leads us and he 

guides us by his word and by his spirit and voice that he places on the inside of 

us.  

 

I am thankful that he gives us direction and whenever we follow God’s direction 

with the authority that he has given us, it takes us to an entirely new height. 

 

5. The fifth thing that I am glad about in just the goodness of God is that he 
chastises us. Hebrews 12:6 says, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 

scourgeth every son whom he receiveth”. Now let me read this in the NIV, 

“because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he punishes everyone he 

accepts as his son”. 

 

You mean to tell me Pastor, you’re thankful for the goodness of God because he 

chasteneth you? Yes I am. See, just as those of you who are parents and even 

though it may cause you some degree of aggravation to punish your child – Oh it 

does them so much good in the long term road of life. And the Bible says that 

because he loves us, he chastises us and those whom he accepts as a son, he 

punishes. 

 

Now some of you have not given thanks if God chastises you. You're not giving 

thanks if every now and then you have to get a whipping. You’re not giving 

thanks if every now and then if you have to be placed in the time-out corner but 

do you know if God did not chastise us, can you imagine where some of us would 

be today if there were no consequences that he brought before us. I'm just 

thankful to God that he loves me so much that he disciplines me. And he 

sometimes will give us a pretty good gap of time between the deviation and the 

discipline but I'm just thankful to God that I know that I have a father who will 

spank me. And sometimes you have to recognize when God is spanking you. But 

it’s not just to recognize the spanking, it’s to recognize the love that’s in it and to 
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understand that God does not punish us to make us miserable. God punishes us 

to make us better. God punishes us so that we don’t go on the left hand path and 

down the wrong road. He sets things against us sometimes to keep us on that 

right path. So I'm just thankful for the goodness of God that he chastises us. 

 

6. Number six in just the seven reasons I see God is so good – He sent his Word. 
Not only he gives us direction in many other ways but he sent his Word. Do you 

know if someone could give you a book with just the details of your life, it will 

probably make things easier but it wouldn’t make them as interesting?  If I 

knew every turn to make and every twist in every step, it will probably take 

some of the excitement out of life without question. God gives us some map but 

he doesn’t give you all of the details of every twist and turn that you would take.  

He sends his word to lead us to guide us to let us know that we’re on the right 

track. We’ve got a blue print of life but there are some details that are left out for 

your life but the principles are always there. The details may vary but the 

principles never do.  I'm thankful for the goodness of God because he sent his 

Word. 

 

7. Number seven, I am thankful for the goodness of God because he sent his Son. If 
anyone of us who are parents have to sacrifice one of our children who was 

perfect, for someone who had done wrong, who wasn’t going to do right, who was 

messing up. If we had to sacrifice one of our children, in perfection for someone 

imperfect, very few in any of us could do that at all.  I am thankful for the 

goodness of God because he sent and sacrificed his only Son for me. Do you know 

that’s a personal thing? He did it for you, that’s a good God. 

 

And God just kind of lead me yesterday to text my friend, he’s Pastor Al Woods and 

pastors of church in Florida. And he said, just ask Al, “What are the seven things 

that he sees in his life that really evidenced the goodness of God?” And he texted me 

back about an hour later about the seven things and I want to share those with you. 

 

The first seven that I gave you – those are general but I want each one of us to kind 

of look at individualized personalized things that really show to us the goodness of 

God. I see Pastor James and Minister Stephanie sitting out there. See there are 

seven things on their list – they have seven children. Now, seven children is a lot of 

children and that’s a blessing but it fits under number three. He gives us authority. 

 

Now, it was prophesied to them – you're going to have more children than any of 

your brothers and then he said, you’re going to have – each one of the children was 

almost prophesied but they could have stopped that. And they could have said, ‘Oh 

no, no we’re not, no, no, no we’re not’. And do you know if they said, ‘No we’re not’, 

do you know what would’ve happened? It wouldn’t come. See the promise was there 

but it wouldn’t come. So you recognize the goodness of God. And seven children is a 

job. 
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A lot of things in life depend upon how you look at it. See some folks will be fussing 

like mad about seven children, it really would. Some folks fuss by one. But you’ve 

got to understand your personal goodness of God. So when Al sent me his list. The 

first thing he had on the list was an increased knowledge of his essence. As I’ve 

been talking with him for the past – a little bit of a year, he’s been telling me that 

he’s beginning to see God more and more in his life. He’s 50 something years old but 

yet, he said, “Now, I'm starting to see God in all of the little details of my life. 

Whereas before I didn’t see it and even though I was Pastor now, but now I'm 

starting to see God in all of even the little details of my life.” 

 

So the first thing, how many of you all are just starting to see God just in the little 

details of your life. You’re starting to see God more and more and more and his 

handy work, more and more and more. So the first thing is, “I see the goodness of 

God because I can see an increased knowledge of his essence.” The second thing he 

says is, “Good health”. I see the goodness of God in my good health. Now he has 

good health. I taught with him a lot he’s not in the dark, he’s not coughing. Now he 

may not be in light, A-1 athletic condition but he’s got good health. He’s got good 

health and he’s got good health. He said, “Man, to be honest about it, I haven’t 

followed the health rules.” “I don’t exercise. I don’t eat right a whole lot of the times. 

He said, “I haven’t followed that”. See, he said – I see God’s mercy! I've got good 

health, I haven’t followed particularly good health rules but I got good health. 

 

Some of us haven’t done – What the hoot on following good health but yet we’re up, 

we’re strong – Mercy. Amen. Not a single cough, your lungs are clear. No one used 

the handicap access. No one here was in a wheelchair. Do you know how much of a 

blessing that just the goodness of God. Wow! 

 

The third thing he said, he saw the goodness of God. He said, “God has given me a 

servant’s heart.” I can hear him sometimes just working with people and helping 

people. He said – I'm thankful just in the goodness of God that he gave me a 

servant’s heart and instead of me always wanting from others, he’s given me the 

heart to serve. Some of you, God has placed in a position where other people 

constantly call and pull on you. He’s given you a servant’s heart that you're placed 

in positions to help and serve others. 

 

The fourth thing he said – He said, “A faithful loving wife who shares my love for 

God.” Do you know it’s a blessing to have a good spouse? I mean a good spouse. 

Number one he said, faithful, that’s a big one. Number two loving, that’s a big one, 

who shares my love for God, that’s a big one. If you’ve got a good spouse – No one 

has a perfect spouse, but if you’ve got a good spouse – oh that’s something to be 

thankful for and that’s something to just really praise the goodness of God. 
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The fifth thing he said was, “A ministry that shapes my character.” Now I talked 

with him a lot about ministry. And to be honest about it, he goes through some 

turmoil in his church because he got some folk that just gave him the devil but he 

says, “I'm thankful for a ministry that shakes my character”. And there’s a 

statement that goes, “You can always judge the character of a man by whether he 

asks for a light load or strong back.” He says, “I may go through some turmoil in the 

ministry but it’s helping to shape and mold me.” 

 

See, God has placed some of you in some situations and it’s helping to shape your 

character. You want it easy but God says, “No my child, I'm going to put you in this 

because this will make you stronger and this will make you a woman or this will 

make you a man.” He said – I'm thankful for a ministry. He didn’t say, I'm thankful 

for an easy ministry. He said - I'm thankful for a ministry that shapes my 

character. Some of you got spouses and they help shape your character, they sure 

do. Some of you got others, you got jobs and it helps shape your character and you 

need to be thankful for the training that it gives. You don’t develop strong muscles 

by not going against any weight. You don’t learn how to really sail a ship without 

ever having sailing some rough waters, your faith is not faith if it has never been 

tested with some adverse circumstances. It’s not faith. If you haven’t tested it you 

don’t even know whether you have it. He says – I'm thankful for a ministry that 

shapes my character. 

 

Number six he says, “I'm thankful and I see the goodness of God just in my Father’s 

health, longevity in example.” His Daddy is in his 90’s and still going strong. So he’s 

thankful for that. And number seven he says, “I'm thankful for a great friend in 

you.” Do you know it’s a value to have a friend? And a friend is often times worth 

more than a fortune and some of you got some real good friends and you’ve never 

even given thanks and understand the goodness of God just in having good solid 

friends. 

 

And actually he had one more. I asked him for seven and he had eight. And I guess 

he just had to catch himself and stop. See when you really start thinking about he 

goodness of God and you really start listing that, you can’t keep it at seven. You’ll 

start writing off the paper and if you really start thinking about everything God has 

done for you and has given you. If you really start – you can't limit that to seven, 

when you really start thinking about it, your list will start getting pages and pages 

and pages. And last, he said I'm thankful for a niece to love and care for like a 

daughter. 

 

He and his wife, they had no children but he’s got a niece and he puts his love and 

care and focus on the niece. He’s not focusing on what he doesn’t have; he’s focusing 

on what he does have. And when you do that, there’s a joy that will bubble up from 

inside of you and spread to all of those around you.  
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“The goodness of God”—For those of you who are electronically hearing or watching 

this message, you need to make your own list. If you’re in depression, just make a 

list of the goodness of God and all of the things that are right in your life instead of 

focusing on the few things that are wrong. And when you start making out that list, 

you're going to go way beyond seven. You’re going to start seeing some things and 

instead of all of the negative news of the world, you also will begin to see and 

recognize the goodness of God. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 

the Word! 


