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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

And today we’re going to as our main Scripture from the Book of 1 John, that’s little 

John and not big John that’s right after 1st and 2nd Peter. The Book of 1 John and 

I'm going to read the entire fourth chapter, which is 21 verses – what God has just 

lead me to read. And I’ll be reading from the New King James Version, so if you 

don’t have a New King James Version just follow along with me or you can follow in 

the King James Version, it’s not much different. 

 

1 John 4: 

 

 1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the 

Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard 

was coming, and is now already in the world. 

 

I just want to pause there for just a second. You know, everybody is talking about 

the Antichrist – what does the Bible say? The Bible says he's already in the world, 

the Antichrist has been here. Folks have been talking about who the Antichrist is 

and when the Antichrist – the Bible says, back here in John said it’s already in the 

world. So that’s why see, when you know the Word – My mother called me the other 

day and she was saying some preacher on YouTube was talking about three people 

who are big and famous and one of them was the Antichrist. I said, “Mother, you 

know better than that”.  I said – that’s in total violation to spirit and it’s in total 

violation to what the Word of God says. First of all, the Word of God says, “The 

Antichrist cannot acknowledge that Jesus has come.  

 

If he is a person he cannot acknowledge that Jesus has come. So that’s the first 

thing. So the Antichrist, the spirit of the Antichrist is already in the world. 

 
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you 

is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak 

as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God 

hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth 

and the spirit of error. 

    
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

 

Let me repeat that verse 8, He or she who does not love does not know God, for God 

is love. 
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 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not 

that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

    
12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and 

His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He 

in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that 

the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus 

is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and 

believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides 

in God, and God in him. 

  
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day 

of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but 

perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not 

been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

    
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 

not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 
21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his 

brother also. 

 

He who loves God must love his brother also. And I begin today after the scripture 

with a story of what happened to me last week. Many of you know that I used to get 

a birthday cake every year, German chocolate cake for my birthday. And there is a 

friend of mine who had known since my college years and his mother and his aunt, 

his aunt in particular would always cook me a German chocolate cake for my 

birthday. My birthday is the last day of the year, December 31st and for the last two 

or three years. I hadn’t eaten the cake. I hadn’t even taken the cake, if those of you 

at the Ark remember on one night, one of the New Year’s Eve, they brought the 

cake here to the church and I gave it to everybody here at the church. I just told 

everybody, because I did not want to take the cake home and the reason that I 

didn’t want to take the cake home is because I know my limitations. 

 

I don’t fool myself about some of my weaknesses. And I cannot stand against that 

German chocolate cake, I just know, there are no two ways about it. I remember one 

of my great movie likes was from one of the Clint Eastwood’s movies and it was 

right before he blew a fellow away. He said a man has got to know his limitations. 

You got to know your limitations and my brother Dale used to always say. You will 

never prove by constantly facing and standing up to temptation how strong you are, 

you will only prove what your breaking point is. So I knew not to battle against that 

German chocolate cake. So for the last two or three years, I wouldn’t even take it. I 
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left it here at the church, in one year, I left it in my office and it actually stayed here 

and molded. 

 

So this year they called me and they said, “Look, we want to bring that cake directly 

to you, we don’t want you to give it away, we want you to eat it.” And I told them 

even at my birthday, I said, “Look, I'm going on 42, 42 is a program at Do42.com.” 

it’s a 42-day program of mind body relationship and spirit and for that period, you 

cannot eat any cooked food. So I said – I cannot eat anything for 42 days. She said, 

when are you going eating? I said right after 42 and immediately after 42 they 

called me and they said, Look we want to bring you this German chocolate cake. 

And I said, I really don’t need that cake. That cake is not good for me. And finally 

my friend from college, he called me, he said – Look, he said my mother and aunt, 

they love you, they’ve loved you for years and they just baked, they looked forward 

to it, it’s the highlight of their whole year, just to bring you that cake. He said, “Let 

me bring you the cake”. Go ahead he said, I said alright, you can bring the cake, and 

they brought the cake, they called out to the office and make sure I was there and 

they brought the cake. 

 

And they said, you promised that you’re going to eat this cake, you’re not going to 

give this cake away. I said alright, I promised I'm going to eat this cake and I won't 

give it away. So they left the cake there in my office and I took a little slice of it. The 

cake was absolutely fantastic. So I took another little slice. That was on a Monday. 

By Tuesday evening when I left the office, half of the cake was gone. I mean literally 

and I think it was a little over half of the cake. Over half of the cake was gone and 

no one else had eaten any of the cake but me. And take Wednesdays also, I went to 

the office but when I woke up Wednesday, I felt absolutely phenomenal. I usually 

feel pretty good anyway but sometimes you know, you just feel better than others. I 

just felt just fantastic. And I was trying to think, what’s just got me feeling just this 

good. And I thought about the cake, I said the cake –it can't be the cake because all 

that sweet sugar and you got this icing, this sweet and gooey, it’s filled up with 

Picard and all this kind of stuff. 

 

I said, all of this kind of stuff sitting on my stomach that cannot help me feeling 

good. I said it cannot be, but something. That was the only thing I had done 

significantly different but something I just felt phenomenal and I said, it cannot be 

the cake because I know those ingredients are detrimental to my body and this is 

not organic, natural, all-raw cake, this is an old fashioned, country down home 

German chocolate cake. This is rich in calories and fat and sugar. It’s got all of the 

stuff that you shouldn’t eat. So I knew by all natural law, it could not be the cake 

that had me feeling that good, but yet I could not be the way I felt and I knew it was 

something. So I – my brain and then it came back what my friend said. He said, 

they look forward to this all year long and they poured love into this cake. And then 

I began to understand, from my subject today the power of love. 
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Love can take something that’s not good for you and transform it into something 

that revitalizes you. Something that is wholesome cooked with animosity, ill will 

and hate can make you sick. And I saw the power of simply spirit, and I saw the 

power of love and how it transformed some things. God is love. 

 

Jimmy Hendrix a rock guitarist made one of the most famous quotes of love when 

he says, when the power of love overcomes the love of power then the world will be 

at peace. When the power of love overcomes the love of power then the world will be 

at peace. Often times, even in our relationships, we don’t have the power of love 

were operating in the love of power. I want to be in charge and it’s the love of power. 

When the power of love overcomes the love of power, almost every conflict we have 

in the world is rooted in the love of power. When the power of love overcomes the 

love of power then the world will be at peace. 

 

You seen people, what you love determines your results in life. You can just about 

look at a person, whatever you’ve got is a result in some form or another of what 

you love. The Bible says, those who love sleep are soon brought to ruin. Let me put 

that in common term, Lazy folk – some folks just love to sleep. And do you know if 

you love sleep, do you know that will have a major result in your life? Some folks, 

you can't hardly even wake them up and get them up to go to work. They love sleep, 

whatever you love will determine the results of your life. If you love money, then the 

things that are required to get that money will become a priority in your life. If you 

love to study, it will make a difference in your knowledge level. If you love to 

exercise it will make a difference in your body. If you love to eat, you are going to be 

struggling with weight issues. If you love your family, your family will feel secure. 

 

It makes a big difference whether you love to watch television or whether you love 

to read. It will make a difference in your understanding of the world. If you love 

women or if you love men, it’s going to make a difference in your romantic life. If 

you love being right all of the time, it’s going to make a difference in how open you 

are to the truth. If you love to listen, you’ll often have many friends. If you love God, 

you will also love your brother. If you ask yourself just that simple yet profound 

question, “What do you love?” And that answer will tell you the path that you are on 

in life. 

 

What do you love? Because there is an inner part of us that we gravitate secretly or 

openly to that which we really love, we are going to move towards what we really 

love one way or another. And there are basically three levels of love. The first level 

of love, it’s called “Egocentric Love”. And egocentric love is basically the love of self. 

It’s me, myself, and I. Do you all know anybody that’s got plenty of egocentric love? 

 

I mean it’s when we focus on us and our well being and what we’ve got and actually 

egocentric love is the first love that we really encounter because it’s what we’re born 

with as children. A baby is only concerned about itself. When it’s hungry it’s going 
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to holler. If you’ve got young children, they want all that stuff, you know it’s not 

natural for children to share their toys. Not only will they not share their toys, they 

want all of their other brothers’ and sisters’ stuff. It’s natural, so there is a natural 

part that as we are born into this world we are born with egocentric love that we 

love ourselves. 

 

The second level of love is called, “Ethnocentric Love”.  And this basically is the love 

that extends beyond us but is still our stuff. It’s ‘ethnos’ meaning, ethnicity or ours, 

it’s my family, it’s my school, it’s my church, it’s my race, it’s my nation, it’s 

ethnocentric love. And there’s nothing wrong with ethnocentric love but there’s a 

higher type of love than ethnocentric love –  

 

And that third level of love moved into what’s called, “World Centric Love”, where 

you basically love your brother and he’s not of your family, he’s not of your blood, 

he’s not a member of your church, and he’s not your social economic status. He 

didn’t go to your school, he’s not a member of your fraternity but it’s a world-centric 

type of love where you begin to love all of humanity. They’re not American, they’re 

human. 

 

See Jesus operated in a world-centric type of love or else only the Jews would have 

access to Jesus. Jesus had to open up to all Jews and all Gentiles and to let anyone 

who would come unto him; he had to move into that higher level of love. And see, if 

we could move our personal love life to the higher levels, it would change our 

personal relationships so much. If we could just move from just first egocentric and 

then from ethnocentric and then to world-centric, where you cared about all human 

beings and that you had a love for man and womankind and your heart overflowed 

with love. 

 

It’s not an easy thing to do. But sometimes people we have to begin at just some 

base levels. Do you know, I believe the divorce rate could be cut way down, if we 

could move from the natural? For example, if women would just love their husbands 

as much as they did to children, divorce rate would go way down because the love of 

a woman for her children is natural. So if women just could love their husbands like 

the children, divorce rate would drop to the floor. If men gave their wives as much 

anticipation, appreciation and attention as they did to Super Bowl, if men just gave 

their wives as much attention and appreciation as they did to Super Bowl, divorce 

rate would drop to the floor. If men would just see about their wives as well as they 

do their car, you see a man would never be his car, it’s not going to happen. If men 

would just revere their wives as much as they do their car, divorce rate will go to 

the floor. 

 

If we could love each other with the same love that God loved men and if Christ 

loved us – for God so loved the world, see that’s a world-centric type of love. It didn’t 

say, for God so loved the Jews or the Greeks or the Romans or a particular race or a 
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particular country – For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son. 

But with the power of love, you really cannot move to world-centric love until you 

first handle egocentric love. 

 

You see you cannot love your brother well when you don’t like yourself. That’s why 

Jesus says, “Love thy neighbor as thy self”. If you hate yourself what does that 

mean about your neighbor? So you cannot move to a higher level of love until you 

first have mastered the lower level. You cannot love your brother until you first of 

all love yourself. And there are so many of us and we have problems loving others 

simply because we have problems loving ourselves. We feel bad about ourselves and 

broken people break people, hurt people hurt people, simple as that. 

 

So when we’re broken and when we’re hurt, it is difficult for us to show love to 

somebody else. And most of this stuff comes about through early childhood and 

circumstances of birth. And what Jesus says even has more and more meaning, 

you’ve got to be born again. And some of the things that we’re born into, we have to 

be re-born so that we can properly love others because first of all, we’ve got to learn 

how to just love ourselves. 

 

They surveyed members of hate groups and they found that virtually all members of 

hate groups had major issues with their daddies. They didn’t love daddy. So if they 

didn’t love daddy who looked like them, how in the world can they love another 

person who didn’t look like them. So we’ve got to learn to move from the ego or 

what’s called the ‘MEgo’ to the ‘WEgo’ and then finally to the ‘YOUgo’, it’s not what 

I can do for me but what I can do for you. And when we move to that level – that’s 

why God has given me that command of ‘help someone everyday’ it changes your 

focus away from just you to others. 

 

But first of all you’ve got to like you. You’ve got to look in the mirror and you 

actually have to like you. Because if you don’t like you, you will treat other folks just 

like you treat you, which is bad. Or you will tolerate things that you would not 

tolerate if you like you. Some of us tolerate mess because we feel that’s what we 

deserve. I’ve had people tell me, Pastor I just don’t deserve any better, and if you 

don’t feel like you deserve any better, you are grossed up too, you’re just terrible. So 

you have to first of all, the power of love, you’ve got to first of all love ‘You’. 

 

Everybody, just give yourself a big hug. Just hug yourself, I mean hug yourself good. 

You’ve got to first love you. And the first expression of unselfish love, when you love 

you, and then you begin to love others, the first expression of unselfish love is that 

of a healer. And you will try to heal broken and torn and battered situation with 

others. The next expression of unselfish love beyond the healer is the transformer. 

You will move from trying to heal to trying to make people whole and not get sick in 

the first place. You will transform minds. But all of this requires the power of love. 
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And whether it is in a cake or whether it is in something that you do for someone 

else, the power of love transforms lives beginning with your own. Do you know love 

and the hormones that come from just when you’re being in love; do you know that 

thing that makes you healthy? Love has a power; you don’t even need food when 

you’re in love. Do you understand what I mean? You don’t even need food. When you 

really care – you don’t even need food when you’re in love. Heavy duty love 

empowers you, there is the power of love but you must first love ‘YOU’. And you can 

love you because we understand that God first loved us. 

 

And if you don’t feel like anyone else in the world loves you, you need to understand 

who really loves you. You need to know ‘who’s your daddy’, and you need to know 

that daddy loves you. It’s the power of love. And next week, I want to just get into 

some things that will teach you and begin to teach you how do you love you? 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 

the Word. 

 

Amen, amen and amen. The Power of Love. 

 


