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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the Word. 

 

And today we’re still in midst of the series, entitled “How to Love You.”  And this 

series basically it roots from the verse Matthew 22:39 where Jesus basically says, 

“Thou shall love thy neighbor as thy self and if you cannot love you then how can 

you love your neighbor.”  So as we go through these series, the first in the series was 

simply entitled “The Power of Love.”  The last message was entitled “How to really 

know if you really do love you.”  And today’s message is the third message in the 

series. And it will be entitled “The Difference between Self-Esteem and Boastful 

Pride,” and I'm going to give you one key. And this one key will allow you to not only 

tell the difference but keep control and to keep pride under control but yet to allow 

your self-esteem to be at the proper level, because you need self-esteem without 

question. And self-esteem by the dictionary definition which is also called self-

image, it’s basically how we think, see and feel about ourselves. It’s basically what 

you think about you and you have to have good self-esteem to really get anything 

done. Do you know if you don’t think anything of yourself, chances are you won’t 

really do much with yourself. You have to really feel good about you. 

 

To get anything really positively accomplished in the world, and a lot of times our 

self-esteem really it roots from our early environments, that’s why if ever we have to 

go to the psychiatrist or the psychologist who put you on the couch. And they’ll 

begin asking you about your childhood, because your self-image is really rooted and 

founded in what mama and daddy placed in you from an early age. If you heard 

mama and daddy telling you, “Son you can do it. Daughter you’re the greatest” 

there’s nothing you can’t accomplish if you hear mama and daddy constantly 

building you up. It will take root within your soul and when you are an adult, you 

will feel confident about life and confident about what you want to do, but if you 

hear those around you from an early age -- you will be nothing. You’re stupid, you’re 

ugly, if you hear all of that kind of stuff, that thing will carry through to your grave. 

And that’s why a psychologist will take you back to an early stage to try to find out 

the foundations. So often our self-esteem if it’s rooted heavy into those around us in 

our formative stage and those who feed into our lives and those who support us. 

 

It reminds me of the story of the great opera singer and he was one of the greatest 

opera singers in the world but he was going through a little down point. You all 

have gone through a down point. And his wife was trying to cheer him up and he 

said -- he was just saying, “Baby, I’m just not as good as I -- as I should be.”  And 

she says, “Well, honey you are absolutely awesome. Your voice and your projection 

is immeasurable, you are just absolutely magnificent.”  And he said, “No, oh no 

baby, I just don’t feel real.”  She said look, “Who in the world is better than you?”  

And he said, “Caruso is better than I am.”  And then she said, “Well who is next?”  

And he paused, and he thought about that thing and then he thought about that 

thing and he thought about it and he said, “Well, come to think of it. When I really 
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analyze this thing, come to think of it, there isn’t anybody over than me behind 

Caruso.”  And then he said, “And the more I think about it, Caruso is so hot.” 

 

So the point is those who are around us and what they feed into us can greatly 

affect our self-esteem. And it is interesting when you study history and psychology 

particularly in the African-American community. Right now, the incident of black 

on black crime is high, particularly where males are involved. But when you study 

history the absolute lowest point in African-American history of crime, the lowest 

point was back in the 60s during the Black Pride Movement. And when they had 

the people believing in themselves and proud of the way that they look when they 

became proud of themselves, they respected other folks and as a result, the murder 

rate dropped to a historical low. Even in the worst economic, even in the middle of 

the Ghetto the murder rate dropped a historical low because people felt good about 

themselves. See, if you don’t like you, not only do you not love the other person but 

you’re subject to harm and even kill the other person because you don’t like you. 

When they boosted up and made people like themselves, everyone they saw who 

looked like them they liked. And as a result, the crime rate, the murder rate, the 

assault rate dropped through the floor, just because they begin to love themselves. 

 

Love thy neighbor as thy self. And if you don’t love you, you definitely cannot love 

your neighbor and will often damage your neighbor just because you don’t love you. 

Worst thing you can do is get tied up with someone who hates themselves. I can 

guarantee you. You are going to have a big problem. And you can pour as much love 

and you ought to pour as much, but you’re going to have a problem. If they hate 

themselves, you are going to have a problem, because they are going to see in you 

everything they hate about themselves. Love thy neighbor as thy self. And you see 

self-esteem and having confidence in what you can do. It’s very close and akin to 

faith. You know, even Jesus couldn’t do anything where there was no faith. Even 

the Son of God could do nothing when the people didn’t believe that He could do 

anything. 

 

You have got to have and see you are the same way. You’ve got to believe that you 

can accomplish some things before you’ll ever be able to do it. This is the brother 

point and it’s by Henry Ford. It’s one of his classic quotes when he simply says, “If 

you think you can do a thing or think you can’t do a thing, you’re right.”  If you 

think you can do a thing or if you think you cannot do a thing, you are right, self 

confidence, self-esteem, you’ve got to have it to accomplish. But what about pride, I 

mean, what exactly is pride and what is the difference between self-esteem and 

boastful pride?  We all know pride has some issues. 

 

In 1 John 2:16 the Bible says, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and 

the lust of the eyes and the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the world.”  The 

pride of life and see basically all pride it roots from one of the four P’s. Virtually all 

pride comes from one of these four Ps. First of all possessions, possessions makes us 
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proud, you know what we’ve got, how much we’ve got. What we’ve drive, what we 

wear, where we live all of these kinds of stuff makes us proud. Possessions can 

make a person proud. And then that didn’t even have to be big possession. You 

know, some people get a new hat and you can’t tell him anything with that a new 

hat. Possessions make us proud. 

 

Power can make us proud. I never will forget I had a fellow who -- he worked in a 

big company and he said, he was dealing with a customer and for whatever reason 

the customer got irate at him and the customer made a statement that was real 

deep. He was mad and it wasn’t in the best of spirits, but it had a great deal of truth 

to it concerning power. And the customer told him, he say, “You put a tie around 

some folk neck and it swell the head off as big as a watermelon.”  And he was just as 

right as he can be. Some folk you give them a little power and it goes to through 

their heads. And if they’re manager get promoted they and just they -- oh you give 

them power and they just can’t have, they can’t handle power. And there’s a court 

also that goes absolute power corrupts absolutely. Power is one of those four P’s that 

lead into pride. 

 

The third of the four Ps that lead into pride is “Prettyness”. You know, when you 

really looking good and you know you’re looking good or at least think you don’t 

even have to be looking good, all you have to do is think you’re looking good, but 

when you are looking good and this even begins from again, when we were young 

children. When people would brag on just the way that you’ve looking and all the 

stuff would start swelling and going up then blowing up your head and you become 

proud. See, that’s why Satan Lucifer was a beautiful angel and he was so pretty. He 

could sing so well that Lucifer eventually said, “I ought to be god, because I’m just 

pretty.”  Prettyness can take our pride to an extremely high level. 

 

The fourth of the P’s is “Prowess”. And prowess is defined as an exceptional or 

superior ability in something. You know, when you’re just good as something that 

can make you proud. When you just good and you know that you’re good and the 

world is telling you you’re good, that can make you proud. So, the four P’s are the 

fundamental elements that can make us prideful and all of these when you lean and 

looked at it, all of them are really gifts given by God. And the problem with pride, 

pride is a self feeding animal. I have a quote that I wrote years ago and this is the 

brother point and it’s simply goes like this, “Ego has a voracious appetite and the 

more you feed it the hungrier it gets.”  You know, you can’t just satisfied pride. 

When you got a real prideful for a person, if you give them a compliment, they want 

another one. And if you don’t give them a compliment, they get an attitude because 

you didn’t. The more you feed ego, the hungrier it gets. 

 

Proverbs 16:5 says, “The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this, they 

will not go unpunished”. So what is the difference between having a healthy self-

esteem of loving yourself which you absolutely need and pride?  And I want to give 
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you this one key that will help keep you out of pride but yet keep into healthy as 

self-esteem. Pride fundamentally says, “I Am Somebody.”  Pride says, “I am the 

greatest.”  Now, we have heard both of these slogans, one of them was made popular 

by one of the great civil rights leaders, but it that actually from the poem that he 

had written, and the poem was “I Am Somebody” but most people only have the 

sound bite of those three words. And the problem with “I Am Somebody” it’s a good 

statement but it’s not a God’s statement, because it becomes rooted in pride and 

self. I am somebody, Mohammad Ali used to say, “I am the greatest.”  He was 

known as the greatest and because he believed he was the greatest, he was hard to 

beat. I mean, he needed the self-esteem and he had a man psychologically whipped 

before they stepped in the ring, because if you step in the ring with the greatest, it 

meant that at best, you can be second greatest. So, that was the best you could do 

and he was telling his opponent, “I am the greatest.”  So even if you are great, the 

best you can be is second greatest. So when you stepped in the ring, you are 

automatically defeated because you are going up against the greatest. And that’s 

what he called himself and that’s what he declared, “I am the greatest.”  “I am 

somebody”. “I am the greatest” those are statements that will allow you to go far in 

the world, but that’s not particularly where we want to go. 

 

There was a difference between the phrases “I am somebody” and “I am the 

greatest” and between the statements, “I can do all things through Christ which 

strengthens me.”  Same powerful superlative statements but different attributes, “I 

can do all things.”  Now see that’s first of all -- that’s a heavy duty statement, “I can 

do all things.”  That means there is no limitation to what you can do but there is a 

difference on who you attribute your abilities too. “I can do all things through Christ 

who strengtheneth me.” 

 

Romans 1:25 says, “They exchange the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and 

served created things rather than the Creator.”  See, “I am somebody,” I am the 

created thing. “I am the greatest,” I am the created thing. And this is the problem 

often times to where it’s when we move from healthy divine self-esteem into a 

boastful destructive pride, is when we switched up the Creator with the created. It’s 

when we switch up the pot with the potter. It’s when we switch up the cook with the 

food. It’s when we mixed up the divine with the dust. And we don’t understand that 

everything that we are, even when are great, even though we can do all the things 

through Christ who strengthen, everything that we are comes from God. And that’s 

where we messed up and that’s where we switched over into pride and move out of 

healthy self-esteem is when we start taking all that God’s created. And people, I 

understand sometimes the tendency, they want to take the credit, because you work 

hard. 

 

Sometimes in business we’ve spent all these hours, all these time, all these work, 

developing and marketing and putting all of the stone into something. So when the 

thing succeeds next we want to say, “Look what my hands and look what my brain 
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has done.”  But you always need to understand, Deuteronomy 8:18, “But thou shall 

remember the Lord my God, for it is He that giveth the power to get wealth.”  And 

see, we forget that and we start talking about, “I am somebody.”  Do you know how 

smart I am?  And people don’t understand it because to be honest that “I’m real 

smart myself I’m not smart as I used to be but I’m still pretty smart.”  When we 

begin to understand who gave us the smartness in the first place, what makes you -- 

I say I always had that. When I was in elementary school when I grad -- I had the 

highest IQ out of the whole school. I was on the newspaper when I was in high 

school. I was in the top 20 scorers in the whole city. I’d been studying hard. One 

from study it was just not full. Where do you think it came from?  What did I do to 

get it?  When you begin to understand -- some in you are looking in the mirror, tell 

me whoa what did you do?  You were born like that. And sometimes the creature 

will take credit for the creations. 

 

And it is God who gives us all of the power, all of the ability, sometimes will be over 

the middle of the night and have a flash of insight that we take credit for the 

insight. God will place a notion down into our spirit and we take all of the credits 

for. Now, I believe that when -- I believe that I can do anything, I set my mind too 

because God has given me the mind and as long as I’m in His divine will, He will 

lead, He will guide me, He will open doors, we have just especially in business, 

we’ve seen some stuff happened where we know people who are smarter than we 

are. People who have far more money than we have, have far more experience all is 

these kind of stuff. People who had the natural, logical that they would have 

succeeded, we’ve seen this is just fall off and fall under. And we seen us prosper and 

we know without question is not to us. 

 

See, the difference between self-esteem and pride is when you recognize it’s not you. 

But when you recognize it is who you belong to doesn’t make any difference you see. 

I am a child of God and a lot of the stuff in the world to be honest about it came 

from my parents, because of my mother and father. But what did I do get my mom 

and daddy?  Tell you what you were born into somebody’s, what did you do the -- 

when you began to understand the difference between self-esteem and pride. And 

pride comes the end when we begin to take credit for God’s work and it becomes 

apart from we don’t understand is all God’s work. Everything good comes from the 

Lord. When we begin to understand, is not a person in this room who would not had 

have been dead without the Lord’s interference. There’s not a person in this room 

who hadn’t dozed off at the wheel and would have driven off a bridge or went to a 

tree had not something snap you back. It is not a person here who would not have 

been totally destroyed without the hand of God putting His hand into your life. 

 

And if we will take the credit for God’s work, talking about look how smart I am. 

And people -- you got to work hard, there’s no question about that, but this time the 

folk will work hard and it is the favor of God. Back to Deuteronomy 18, “Without 

God you can’t do anything.”  And that’s what I recognized. My whole mental ability 
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is nothing. It’s just stuff to be I can figure out. I can figure it out with a hoot. I need 

God to help me through a lot of these tuff. And that’s the difference. We try to take 

credit for stuff God is doing. And people, I don’t ever want you to get to the point 

where I ever tell you let God do it all because it’s not what His word says. See, He 

will give you the power to get some things but you still got to get them well get it. 

And that there’s a big difference and a lot of times in the church, we want to lay 

down and just put our head, “Lord just send me send it to me Lord, send it to me.”  

No, no, God has given you the hands. He’ll give you the energy. He’ll wake you up in 

the morning. He don’t need if you get late or you're lost. No, He gives you the ability 

to go out and do but you have to understand. Everything comes from God. And 

when we understand this and internalize it, it will keep us humble. It will keep us 

praising God. It will always keep us thankful. 

 

The Bible says, that you know, after we are -- after we have eaten and are full and 

are in our in our big houses, then we begin to say, “Look what my hands have done.”  

When we’re hungry, we pray unto God to feed us. After we are full we then begin to 

say, “Look what my hands have done.”  Understand always every good thing comes 

from God. It is not us, we are only vessels and instruments of the Lord Almighty 

and who we know, believed and acknowledge that it will keep us from getting into 

boastful pride, because all praises go to God. 

 

We thank you for joining us today of Brothers of the Word. Keep that in your spirit. 

Give everything and all honor always unto God. Thank you for joining us today 

because brother you need the word. 

 

When God leads you people through some things, and I understand sometimes why 

God has to send us through what many of us will call liberal health. Because unless 

we go through some things we don’t really recognize that it’s God’s hand at work, 

and if you’ve always been warm and comfortable, always been full, never been in 

trouble, you’ve really never know the delivering power of God. You take it for 

granted. You don’t appreciate it because this is the way stuff is always be. 

Sometimes God has to just let us go through some things so we can see. There’s no 

testimony without a test. And sometimes there’s no testimony without some 

mourning. Most of the testimonies involved a test and some mourning. And God will 

have to send us through this stuff. Sometimes, yes we will know what he is and 

we’ll recognize and acknowledge that both by the grace of God, both by the grace of 

God, but by the grace of God. 

 

And I’ve had so many situations in my life, I wish I could just tell you, that just 

been saying it all my life doing it. Oh, I have some situations but I have seen God’s 

hand literally put hands around me and just protect me and watch over me. So 

everything I have, I have to -- I said, “Lord, I just thank you, I just thank you, I just 

thank you.” because of the one thing you -- and if they were left up to me, I’d be in 

bad shape, I’d be in real bad shape. I’d be -- how many of you all have just done 
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some crazy stuff when you are young get crazy?  I’ve still got scars on my body from 

falling off that motorcycle at nearly 90 miles an hour, we were just crazy. And 

somebody have done some foolish crazy stuff and but by the grace of God and you 

know people, who didn’t do half what you did?  I have folk, I have my college 

roommate was riding around the block on a motorcycle half my size at 20 something 

miles an hour and fell off and broke four or five bones in his body, he’s in the 

hospital for weeks. And I say, ”Lord I’m going nearly a hundred and I only get 

skinned up. Thank you, you know up there?  So, see I’m telling you see, some of you 

all -- you have a dozen stuff, that you ought to be dead and if not dead you out to be 

in real, real bad shape. But yet, God has kept you, has brought you back. You’re 

walking around, be able to get up these steps, we don’t have handicap access here in 

the heartland and you are what in here. 

 

God has just protected you. And sometimes people we don’t -- I’m just appreciating 

even my body more and more and more. I told you, I had this problem with my 

knee. It’s about back together now. But that I feel, I can just jump up and down, I 

mean that was the point, I was having some issues with the -- I’m appreciating 

every joint I got now. Sometimes you don’t appreciate this stuff until you lose it. 

And then, when you lose it, then you go to praying but why don’t praise God right 

now, just for the stuff you’ve got. And see, this is truism that will always remain 

true. There will always be some stuff missing in your life that you want, “Oh, I don’t 

care how much money you get.”  There’s always going to be something that you 

wished you had that you do nothing. Don’t focus on that. Focus on the stuff that you 

do have, that you could be thankful for and stuff that you don’t. And don’t wait until 

you lose it before then you got to -- you know, Lord I wish I had appreciated it while 

I had it. Pastor James, you got to role to do but that -- I just got -- I feel good today. 

I’m going to tell you, I feel good today I really, really do. And it’s all due the -- I got 

classmates and I got friends who are younger than I am and they’re dead. I feel 

good today and I am thankful. I got a classmate. He’s younger than I am. He’s not in 

his right mind. He’s on the psychiatric care right now. I’m close in getting this.” 

 

Sometimes when you really start thinking about how good God has been to you, 

you’ve get to the point where you can not articulate it. And all you can do just to -- I 

mean, that’s really allowable, that when you really start thinking about how God 

has been -- how good He’s been to you and when you stop letting the world that you 

focus on the stuff you’re missing. You’re going to get to a point where you’re so good 

you can’t even put it in words. God has been good to me. I don’t know about you. But 

I do know about you because you’re here. What I don’t know is I don’t know what 

you’re thinking. I do know that you are here, that you are well and strong, that you 

are in your right mind, I do know that but I don’t know what you think about. And 

you maybe focused on all some little bitty stuff, you maybe mad about this day and 

all but they just don’t have they’re not praising God. When you understand all this 

stuff comes from God that He has blessed you beyond measurement, when you’re 

not what you’ve got it’s what you appreciate and what you praise. And when you go 
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to praising God for the stuff that you have and understanding that it’s all up to 

Him, and it’s His glory, and it’s His stuff and it’s His plan. Some of His plans are all 

great with me. I’ll be honest they don’t agree with me, I would have done it 

different. When you have done some stuff differently and you, I had done it 

different. But I am not God but I trust him. And I trust Him that He’s going to do 

right by me. Even when I don’t do it right by Him as I should, because I don’t. I 

wish I could stand up here and tell you, I can’t do everything God tell me to do to 

lead. I wish I could tell you that but I’ll be lying off a stone. I don’t do right with God 

all the time, but He’s just right by me all the time. And when I think about that, 

that’s all I can say. 


