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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word! 

 

And today we’re actually on Part 4 of an 8 part series called “How to Love You”. And 

this series fundamentally stands from the verse where Jesus says, “Love thy 

neighbor as thy self” and if you don’t love you, you cannot love your neighbor.” 

 

Part 1 of these series was entitled “The Power of Love”. Part 2 is entitled “How To 

Know When You Don’t Love You”. Part 3, “The Difference between Self-Esteem and 

Boastful Pride” and today, what do you do when others don’t love you? 

 

Now, it’s one thing for us to talk about and trying to get us to love us. But people, 

let me just be real, let me tell you like the talk show host Joan Rivers used to say, 

“Can we talk?” Yeah, what do you do when folk don’t love you? I mean what do you 

do? And in all of us, we encounter some situations in the varying aspects of our lives 

where we just meet people who to be honest about it, they don’t love us. Not only do 

they not love us, they don’t like us. So what do you do when you’re at your job and 

everyone who works at a company where there are many employees -- and some of 

you work at companies where they aren’t a whole lot of employee and yet on your 

job, there are some people to be honest about they just don’t like you. 

 

So what do you do when you're in situations? What do you do when you’re married 

and the love has going out of the window and things have gotten cold and when both 

of you and your wife roll over and look at each other, you know that the love has 

gone and you know deep down they really don’t love you. What do you do when folk 

really don’t love you? How do you love your neighbor and how do you have this love 

and people don’t love you? 

 

Some of you have relatives and you know goodwill, they can’t stand you. I’m just 

telling you like it is and all of you are Christian but you know goodwill they can’t 

stand you. What do you do when others don’t love you? 

 

Mathew Chapter 5 beginning at the 43rd verses says this, “You have heard that it 

was said you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy but I say to you love 

your enemies, blessed those who curse you, do good to those who hate you and pray 

for those who spitefully use you and persecute you that you may be Sons of your 

Father in Heaven for He makes his son rise on the evil and the good and sent rain 

on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you what reward have 

you, do not even the tax collectors do the same.” So here Jesus is saying 

fundamentally, you’ve got to love your enemies. And people, this is one of the top 

three tough verses in the Bible. 

 

This is a tough one, to love your enemies. And he said, “Look, if you just love people 

who love you then really what difference is it between you?” Republicans and the 

tax collectors, and sinners, what difference is it? 



 - 3 - 

 

Let me just tell you a story about Phoenix. That will give you an example of what do 

you do when others don’t love you. Phoenix is not a woman. Phoenix is not a man. 

Phoenix is my cat. Now a few months ago, I bought three kittens. My wife didn’t 

like cats but my son Josie, loves animals and he really wanted a cat. And he kept 

asking over and over, “Daddy, can I please get --.” So eventually, I said, “I’m going 

to get a cat but I’ll keep the cat up in the upper room.” And I went and bought 

actually three Himalayan expensive pedigree cats because normally, I don’t like to 

have a pet all by themselves because they get lonely. And I bought three kittens. 

 

Turned out after I had the kittens a couple of weeks, my son was actually allergic to 

the cats. So I had to get the cats out of the house and I have three of them but the 

problem was two of the cats, they were excellent personalities. They would cuddle 

up to you. They would let you rub. They will just perfect cats but one of the cats was 

the problem. 

 

This cat had the worst personality of any cat I’d ever seen in my life and I have pet 

owner all of my life. I've owned several cats. I had cats all through college. I just 

really like cats. But this cat was like a cat I had never seen in my life. This cat was 

totally anti-social. 

 

You could feed this cat. The cat if you try pet the cat, the cat would run. The cat was 

just -- this cat had a conflicts. Have you ever run into this -- something that had just 

a conflict but whatever reason the thing just wasn’t normal and it just would not 

react right. And you know, you try to show it love, it would piss at you. Have you 

ever had a situation where you just went -- you just to an unusual spirit? 

 

So I had to get the cats out of the house. So I ended up putting the cats up for sale. 

And I gave actually I ended up giving both of the cats away. They were expensive 

cats but I gave them both away but I didn’t want to give Phoenix away which is the 

cat with the bad personality because -- I said, “I don’t want to put this cat on 

anybody.” 

 

I said, “This cat is such an anti-social weird cat. I don’t want to put this cat on 

anybody.” So I actually took the cat out to my office. Put the litter box in there and 

kept the cat in my office and I told my assistant, “Look, on the days that I'm not in 

the office, you may need to come and feed the cat.” And my assistant said, “Mr. 

Bronner look, if you bring a cat in this office, I'm not going in your office. I'm scared 

to cats. I don’t like cats. If you bring a cat in this office, I am not going in your 

office.” So I brought the cat and I fed the cat, took care of the cat and eventually my 

assistant said, “I’m going to try to just go in his office just to see if I can get over my 

fear of this cat.” To make a long story short, in about a month, she absolutely fell in 

love with the cat. 
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Phoenix is the perfect office cat and I began to challenge myself to say, “I'm going to 

make this cat love me.” I mean but -- and the cat would come out and I have a very 

large office and the cat would just come in the middle of the floor and she would lay 

in the middle of the floor, she would just look at me all day long. She would just lay 

down the floor and just look. If you got up and tried to pet her, she would run. I go 

sit back down, she come back and sit in the middle of the floor and she just look at 

you. Beautiful cat, get up to pet her, zoom! 

 

And one day I just said, “Look, I’m going to change this cat down and just pet this 

cat.” And I literally spent about 15 minutes. I would run to catch her, she’s get up 

and run and I’ll go right behind her and I just did that for about 15 minutes and 

both of us were huffing and puffing and finally, she just got tired and she just stood 

there and just plot down and I just begin to rub her. 

 

But this is what happened people, the very cat that I though had the least value, so 

bad I didn’t even want to give her to anyone. I begin to fall in love with the cat. The 

cat never changed. The cat still seat there right in the floor and just look at you. 

 

The worst social spirit I've ever seen. My assistant she said, “Mr. Bronner. in the 

beginning, I was just terrified of cats.” And now she’s started reading books on cats. 

And I had to tell her she just started putting all kind of toys in my office and I said, 

“You can't junk at my office with all this cat stuff.” 

 

She had fallen in love with the cat so much. I said, “You need to go get your cat.” 

She said, “I don’t want any other cat but Phoenix.” I said, “You can’t have Phoenix 

because she’s my cat.” 

 

See, this is another one of these situations we often run into. We fall in love with 

somebody else’s cat. You understand what I mean? You fall in love with somebody 

else’s like cat and that’s not your cat. 

 

That was supposed to be you cat, that’s not -- or aimed for that to be your cat, you 

don’t own that cat, you don’t own that cat, that’s not your cat. Some of you all have 

fallen in love with somebody else’s cat. 

 

So I told her, “You got to get your own cat.” But what happened, I fell in love with 

the cat and the cat never changed, I changed. So people, there are some people in 

your world who don’t like you, they're not sociable with you, they don’t show you 

any kind of love at all. But when you make it up in your mind that I'm going to 

make you love me, you still may not change them but you changed you. 

 

Now there are situations and there are people and there are things in your world 

and they are basically three levels of what I would call “Aggravating Folk”. There's 

the dust level of folk and these are manner inconvenience and sometimes you’re 
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driving and somebody cuts you or gives you a finger or something like that. This is 

the dust level of folk in situation and with dust level, you brush it off and you keep 

on going. 

 

Then there is the mud level of folk. Mud is a little harder to get off of you. And these 

are folks who are sometimes in your world on a regular or periodic basis and they 

mess with you and it’s harder to get the mud off of you but you can still wash it off 

and keep going. They’re a mud folk. 

 

And the third level of folk, they are manure folk. Manure is harder to get off of you 

than mud or dust. And sometimes you’ll have manure folk in your world and 

manure folk really messes you up. They molest you, they abuse you, they persecute 

you. Manure folk, a whole different level but yet Jesus did not separate the type of 

enemy whether they were dust, whether they were mud, or whether they’re 

manure. He said, “Love your enemies” and He did not put a grade on it. He did not 

put a level and He said, “Love them all and love him anyhow.” 

 

Now, there are fundamentally two types of love. The first type is what’s called 

“complaisantly love”. Complaisantly love means basically that you like them and 

they like you. This is what I call the same kind of love in mafia has. It’s mafia type 

of love. It’s the same type of love where Jesus say, “Even the tax collectors do this.” 

You love them, they love you. You love the mafia folk, mafia folk love you. That’s tax 

collector, mafia level love. It’s the love that takes absolutely no Christianity of love 

of Christ to have. If someone gives you and comes up to you and said, “I'm going to 

give you a thousand dollars a month.” It takes no love at all to love that person. 

 

But there’s another type of love called “benevolent love”. And benevolent love is the 

type of love that happens when you don’t agree with their actions, when they don’t 

do right by you. Benevolent love is a type of love that you have for a person not 

when they offer to give you a thousand dollars a month but when they steal a 

thousand dollars from you. That’s benevolent love and that’s the kind of love that 

we have to have when we really are going to be able to love and have that spirit of 

love. When people hate and curse and persecute us, we have to have benevolent 

love. But there's a still -- there's a challenge and people, you’re looking at me and 

you say, “Pastor, I understand that but how do I love folk who really don’t love me?” 

 

Romans Chapter 12 beginning at verse 17 says, “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 

Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody if it is possible as far as it 

depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge my friends but 

live rooms for God’s wreath for it is written. It is mind to avenge. I will repay.” Says 

the Lord, “On the contrary, if your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty give 

him something to drink. In doing this, you will heat burning colds on his head. Do 

not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.” This is a broader point, if you 

only love those who love you then what's the difference between you and a person 
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who does not know Christ? If you only love those who love you, then what's the 

difference between you and the person who does not know Christ? And often times, 

people, we’ve got to learn to love others even when they don’t love and appreciate 

and value and respect us. 

 

And Jesus fundamentally says -- there are basically three levels of when people 

don’t love. He said, “Those who curse you -- “ He said, “bless them those who, hate 

you, those who persecute and use you.” 

 

Now with those three things, there are three types of things and they basically come 

from the heart, from the mouth, and from actions. Do good to those who hate you. 

Well those who hate you, that’s a matter of heart. That’s what people feel about you. 

They may never see a word to you but sometimes you can just sense. They don’t like 

you with a hoop(ph). There is something that’s in the spirit, that something in the 

heart. Those who curse you, they'll tell you about it. And those who do stuff, their 

actions, so you have a heart and you have words and you have actions. Each one of 

them Jesus says, “There's a different response for each one.” For those who have a 

heart issue and they hate you, Jesus said, “Respond that with action.” He said, “Do 

good to those who hate you.” And that’s not easy. It’s absolutely not easy. I'm not 

going to sit here and lie to you and tell you it is, it’s absolutely not easy. Do good to 

those who hate you. 

 

Then the words, He says, “Bless those who curse you.” That’s not easy. People are 

sometimes very fluent with curse words. “You no good, low down, blankidy-blank, 

blank, blank, blank, blank, blank.” It’s hard to bless someone who just curses you. 

That’s not easy. But people, if they were easy, you wouldn’t need the love of Christ. 

It’s what separates you from the behavior of the world. And then actions, they did 

use you and persecute you. He says, “Pray for them.” So each one of them has a 

different response and there's a pass. I understand all that you're saying. But how 

in the world am I going to love this folk and they treat me like this? It is important, 

people, for you to understand you need to love because all of that stuff will reflect 

how you feel eventually about you.  

 

Have you ever notice this? Those who have a whole lot of problem with everybody 

else they're always complaining about stuff, they hate this group, they hate that, 

they complain. Have you ever notice they always seem they have a whole lot of 

problem with the folk right around them? See, until you can learn how to love all of 

those close and far you really never get it right on the inside because how you view 

everyone else, you view it through your own eyes. And when you start getting a love 

on the inside, you start seeing the beauty in everyone else even when they got some 

mess in there world. 

 

So how -- Pastor I understand but how do you do this thing? First of all, let me 

explain the type of love here that Jesus is talking about. It's talking about our 
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agape love. And there is a difference between agape love and the erratic(ph) love. 

The difference is this, the agape love reflects action. The other type of love reflects 

feeling, none of the stuff that Jesus told you to do is fix your feeling. Every one of 

them is an action. Pray for them, bless them, do good. Every one of them is an 

action. See sometimes, you don’t have a choice about the way you feel. Somebody 

curse you, that’s an automatic reaction to me. I’m going to knock them out. 

 

I want to be perfectly honest with you. That’s the natural physical reaction of the 

flesh and most of the time you cannot stop it. You cannot necessarily stop the way 

you feel but you can change what you do. Every one of these actions was reflecting 

and it had to do with how you respond with an action. 

 

If they curse you out, you don’t have to -- see everyone -- there's not a curse -- all of 

you are fine -- saying it. I mean it’s not a curse word in the book you don’t know. 

 

That’s a rough statement but it’s true. There's not a curse word in the book that you 

don’t know. So it’s not that you like the equipment of the vocabulary. Now I may 

come out with some grand linguistic terms that you may not understand but it’s not 

a curse word I can come up with you don’t know. So you are fluent in curseology. 

 

So if someone were to curse you out, it is not that you don’t have the equipment to 

respond in kind. You’ve got the equipment but you have to make the choice and its 

not that necessarily you can control your feelings because you’re about to go rare up 

on the inside when someone curse you -- but Jesus says, “Bless them”. That’s an 

action and it is a conscious decision that you can make. 

 

Those who hate you Jesus says, “Do good.” That’s an action. He didn’t say you have 

to feel good about it. He said, “Do good.” There's a difference and this is what you 

can do. And when your actions start changing, it will eventually change how you 

feel. You see, you control what you can control and eventually that will help you 

control what you can't control. That’s a brother point. Control what you can control 

and eventually, that will help you control what you can't control. 

 

See if you start acting, doing good, blessing, praying for them and even some of us 

and our prayers -- I get some prayer request through mountain waves and I just 

don’t like them. Damn, I mean I’m serious. I get some prayer requests that are just 

rough. They’re not praying for the person, they’re praying for the destruction of the 

person. 

 

So when Jesus says, “Pray for them.” He really means pray for them. Don’t pray 

against them. Don’t pray for their destruction. Pray for their salvation and all of 

these things, these are conscious actions -- you cannot particularly change how you 

feel but you have absolute control on what you do. So if someone shoots you a finger, 

you give him a prayer. 
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Buy them something, send them some flowers. Buy them lunch, send them a gifts 

card. Do something, do good for someone you know doesn’t like you. This is what 

you have the power to control and once you go to changing your actions, it will 

eventually change the way you feel but the main thing about this is you have to 

change the way you feel about others to truly change the way you feel about you. 

 

Every psychological study done almost every hate in the country, all roots back to 

something about themselves they don’t like. It all roots back to something in their 

history where they have turmoil and tribulation and they have some kind of discord 

-- that every bit of hate towards someone else or someone, it always roots back to a 

malfunction and a dysfunction in the person themselves. So if you really want to get 

your self functional, you have to learn how to love all other even when they don’t 

love you and eventually you're going to be just like I was with that cat. Something I 

thought was no value, low value. 

 

I was talking to my wife one day in my office and the cat --I said, “Hey sweetheart.” 

“He’s said who is that you’re talking to?” I said, “The cat.” She says, “You call the 

cat sweetheart?” “Yeah, I love this cat now.” 

 

People, love others. Do it in action and when you do it in action your feelings will 

not be far behind. 

 

Remember you can go to the BrothersoftheWord.com. You can listen to this entire 

series of How to Love You because you need to know how to love you so you can love 

you so that you can love others. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because Brother you 

need the word! 

 

Amen. Amen and Amen, Amen. 

 

I hope that this helps someone and if it helps one it will help multiples because it 

will change the way you behave toward others which will change them. 

 

This is another brother point. You cannot choose who comes against you but you can 

choose who you come against. You can’t choose and you can’t control other people’s 

actions but you can control yours and that’s the whole point that Jesus is making. 

Respond with that which you can control with the love of Christ and eventually as 

you begin to do it, you begin to feel it. People, you need to love you because you are 

worth loving. You are worth loving. 


