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Sometimes there are people who are supposed to be giving you a hug is why you 

need a hug 

 

Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. And today is 

the part 8 of a series entitled, “How to love you.” And this entire series is based on 

the verse where Jesus says, “Though shall love thy neighbor as thy self.” And in 

order for you to love your neighbor, you’ve got to first love you. 

 

The first message, “The power of love,” the second message, “How to know when you 

don’t love you,” the third message, “The difference between self-esteem and boastful 

pride,” the fourth message, “When others don’t love you,” the fifth, sixth and 

seventh message, “The first step, the second step and the third step to loving you,” 

and today’s message, “How to give yourself a hug.’ 

 

And today’s text is going to come from the book of 1 Samuel, the 14th chapter, the 

36th verse and it reads thus, “And Saul said, ‘Let us go down after the Philistines by 

night and spoil them until the morning light and let us not leave a man of them.’ 

And they said, ‘Do whatsoever seem if good unto thee.’ Then said the priest, ‘Let us 

draw near draw near hither unto God.” 

 

Now, to understand just a brief synopsis of the context of this, Saul was getting 

ready to go up against the Philistines. The Philistines -- as you may know the most 

famous of the Philistines was Goliath. The Philistines were some big people. They 

were fierce warriors. They were Israel’s greatest historical enemy. And this was 

who Saul was getting ready to go up against and Saul said, “Let us go up down to 

the Philistines in the night.” 

 

First of all, going against some stuffs and big giants in the night got us problems all 

by itself is one thing to deal with battles and stuff in the daytime but it’s another 

thing to deal with some stuff at night. 

 

My wife woke me up in the middle of last night because she thought she heard 

something moving around in the bathroom and it was in the night. Had it been in 

the day, she may have gone and then seen herself but it was in the night. There’s 

something about darkness that scares you just because it’s dark. That could be 

nothing there but it’s dark. If you even come into the house of God in the middle of 

the night and it’s dark in the sanctuary, it’s scary. And you know there are no 

demons in here but it is just scary just because it’s dark. 

 

So Saul said, “Let us first of all go down to this big, strong, vicious gigantic enemy. 

Let’s go down in the middle of the night and let’s spoil.” They’re meaning to take all 

of their goods and all of their stuff until the morning light. So Saul told the soldiers, 

“We’re going up against this big, rough, vicious foe in the middle of the night and 

we’re going to stay there until the sun comes up.” And he said, “Let’s not leave a 
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man among them.” He said, “Basically, we’re going to kill everybody.” And the 

soldier said, “Whatsoever that we -- ” but they were soldiers. And this was not a 

democratic society. 

 

When the king said something, you better do what the king said or the king just 

had your head chopped off. So it wasn’t that the soldiers felt so confident about 

going, they understood the order of things and they knew if they said anything 

contrary to what the king said the king could just say, “Kill that man right there.” 

 

So they said, “Look king, whatever you want to do.” But the priest who heard from 

God and who understood some things and who the King Arthur would go in and 

consult the priest said, “Hold up just a second here. We’re getting ready to go up 

against our worst enemy. We’re getting ready to go down to the Philistine territory 

in the middle of the night. You want us to stay all night long. You want us to kill 

everybody down.” They said, “Hold up just a second. Let us draw near hither unto 

God. Let us go and just check with the Lord on this before we go down that with all 

them big, strong, vicious folk in the middle of the night is to stay all night long and 

try to kill all of them, let’s just check with God about this whether we should go at 

all.” 

 

And I want to focus on those last three words of what the priest said, “Hither unto 

God.” And that’s what I want to talk about how to give yourself a hug. Hug means 

hither unto God. Hither fundamentally means -- it means to move closer to or to get 

close to. And basically the priest said, “Look, we got to draw close to God.” 

 

There were some situations in life people when you need a hug. And many of you 

right now need a hug. How many of you all need a hug? You just need a hug. We’re 

still the bible calls the Israelites, the children of God. We’re still children in our 

basic nature. And when we go through some stuff, we just want somebody to just 

wrap the arms around us and pat us on the back and squeeze us and whisper in our 

ear, “It’s going to be all right, baby.” I don’t care if you’re 60 years old. You still 

want to have somebody to wrap their arms around you, hug you close and tell you 

into your ear and reassure you, “It is going to be all right, baby.” 

 

Some of us right now, we’re just going through some stuff and we just need someone 

to just wrap their arms around us, pull us tight and hold us and tell us, “It’s going 

to be all right, baby.”  We need a hug. 

 

But the difficulty is that oftentimes you can not get a hug in the natural.  

Sometimes the very people who are supposed to be giving you a hug is why you need 

a hug. So you can’t even -- sometimes, you cannot get a hug in the natural. And 

even when you do get a hug, man’s hug is limited. They can sometimes give you a 

word of comfort but they really cannot solve or deliver you out of your situation. You 
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need a supernatural hug. You need to move hither unto God. You need to draw close 

unto God. You need to get in the presence of God. 

 

In Isaiah 40:11 the bible says what it’s like to be hugged by God. He says, “He shall 

feed His flock like a shepherd. He shall gather the lambs with His arm and carry 

them in His bosom.” That’s the way it is to be hugged by God. Man’s hug would -- 

when my wife hugs me, it’s a sweet, soft hug but when I leave out of the door, it’s 

gone. 

 

When God carries you in his bosom, when you are hugged by God, it goes with you 

wherever you go. And you’ve got to learn how to give yourself a hug in a 

supernatural meaning and basically the way that you fundamentally do that. 

 

The bible tells you in James 4:8, when it says “Draw nigh unto God” or “Draw close 

to God and He will draw close to you.” If you really need to give yourself a hug, you 

need to get close to the hug. You need to get close to the one who can really, really, 

really give you a good hug. 

 

This is perhaps best illustrated with many of us by a couple who had been married 

for a long, long time, over 20 years. They actually got a little up in the age and they 

were down in the country and they were in that truck driving down the road and 

the husband was driving, dust just kicking up in the back of the truck and the wife 

was seating over near the end and she was looking over to her husband and 

sometimes we can kind of go to thinking back and get a little irritated about some 

things and she said, “Baby, when you first married me and we were cuddling(ph), 

every time we went somewhere, we would always be snuggled up together. And now 

every time we go somewhere, we’re driving, we’re seating with all this dust just 

between us. Why have you grown so cold? Why don’t you touch me like you used to 

when we first got married? Why don’t you stroke my hair like you used to do? Why 

don’t you treat me like the object of affection that burned in your heart when we 

first got married?” And the husband just drove on. Sometimes you learn in 

marriage. You just think a little bit before you shoot off with the mouth. That’s a 

brother point. And it’s an old adage. Put mind in gear before you put mouth in 

motion. 

 

So, he just drove on for just a few seconds before responding and then he was 

driving down the dirt road and the road is rough ahead and dust kicking up in the 

back and he looked over at his wife and he just spoke three words. But the three 

words were so profound as she set there. This great (00:11:14) of distance between 

them, the air icy cold from the chill of her tone when he spoke three words, and he 

simply said, “I ain’t moved.” “He’s out sitting here in the same spot that I was 

sitting here when we first got married.” He said, “You wait over there. I moved” 
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Sometimes people, when we need a hug from God, we will wonder where God has 

gone. Let me tell you just like that husband told his wife, he didn’t moved. He’s been 

in the same spot.  He has the same availability. We have slid to the other side. We 

have moved away from Him. We have stopped seeking His face. We have stopped 

praising Him. We have often stop coming to service. We have moved away from 

Him. God is not moving and yet there comes a point in life when we need a hug and 

we wonder, “Where is the Hugger? Where are the loving arms of God? Where is the 

comfort?” And He hadn’t moved, we have. And we’ve got to learn how to put 

ourselves in position to give ourselves a hug from the hugger. So you’ve got to be in 

position to get a hug. Even though God’s arms maybe infinitely long, you have to 

put yourself in position to be wrapped around, to be covered by the feathers. You 

have to put yourself in position for a hug. 

 

And see often times, when we use the word “hither” and “thither”, hither means to 

draw close, thither actually means on the other side. And often times, instead of 

being hither onto God, instead of the hug, the H-U-G, we thither unto God. We get 

to tug. And we’re in a tug of war with God. This is another brother point. You 

cannot win a tug of war with God. 

 

This is another brother point: You cannot win a tug of war with God. You cannot 

win a tug of war with God. Do you remember the prayer that used to be your arms 

too short the box of God? Some of us are trying the tugging as God’s will. And again, 

we’re trying to win our tug and we need a hug. You’ve got to learn how to draw close 

unto God. 

 

And there are basically two times in our lives when we really seek a hug from God. 

First time is when we’re in trouble. It’s like the priest who said, “We need to draw 

hither unto God.” We’re getting ready to go on this rough -- and one of the other 

times is in 2 Chronicles 20th chapter. And it reads, “It happened after this that the 

people of Moab with the people of Ammon and others with them besides the 

Ammonites came to battle against Jehoshaphat. Then some came and told 

Jehoshaphat saying, ‘A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea 

from Syria,” and they are in Hazezon Tamar which is Ein Gedi, “And Jehoshaphat 

feared and set himself to seek the Lord and proclaimed the fast throughout all 

Judah.” 

 

So Judah gathered together to ask help from the Lord and from all the cities of 

Judah, they came to seek the Lord. Now, we will draw hither unto God but we’re in 

trouble. And that’s a good thing, that’s the thing we ought to do. But people, I’ll tell 

you, it would be a lot better off if you draw hither unto God, if you seek the hug 

before you get in trouble. Because that will do two things when you’re close to God, 

first of all, it’ll keep you out of a lot of the mess. 
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You know, most of the time when we truly find ourselves in a mess we’ve gotten 

away from God and what God really wants us to do. So first of all, if you draw 

hither unto God while you’re not in trouble, it will keep you out of trouble and if you 

do get in a situation, you have the strength, you have the faith, you have the 

surrounding, you have the angels with you to pull you through the thing. 

 

So most of us, unfortunately, we draw close to God. We only start praying -- I read 

over the prayer request that comes through Mountain Wings everyday. And the 

prayer team, they will read through prayer request and they can tell you 99% of the 

prayers, people in trouble. One percent, people are praising and thanking God for 

what He has given and what He has delivered them from. Ninety-nine percent of 

the prayers “Help me, Lord. Help me, Jesus.” One percent, “I just want to send up a 

prayer of praise and thanksgiving.” 

 

Now imagine if you were God, who would you want to hug the most? I mean, we’re 

in the image of God. Now, if you were God and you have one person every time they 

contact you they need something, and you know there are some folk like that. Every 

time the phone rings and you see on your caller ID that number and it goes saying, 

“What did they want now?”  Now, you know it. 

 

Now, when God sees your name on His caller ID, what does He say? Does He say, 

“What do they want now? What troubles are they in now?” then there’s the other 

type. And when you see the caller ID come in, if my mother calls me on Sunday and 

I see her on caller ID, 99% of the time, she’s going to talk about, “Boy, that was an 

awesome message you delivered today. That was something.” It’s just Diana’s on 

phone -- If I see Diana’s email come through, 99% of the time is going to be 

something praise words. It’s going to be something that builds you up. It’s two 

different kinds. Which one do you think God is going to want to hug the most? And 

we are made in the image of God that‘s why you need to seek a hug from God while 

things are going good. You need to send up praises and you need to send up 

adorations. You need to send up thanksgiving unto God now while stuff is going 

good. 

 

And you’ll find that when you seek God, things will stay smooth in your words. Not 

as you’re going to have problems but I can guarantee you’re going to have whole lot 

less of them. And when you’re with God, there’s something about it that takes away 

fear. 

 

Parents, they want -- they had two young daughters and they heard them talking. 

And one of them asked the other, “How do you know that you’re safe?”  And the 

little girl answered, “Because I’m holding Jesus tight with both of my hands.” And 

then the other sister said, “That’s not safe.” She said, “Suppose the devil came along 

and cut off your two hands?” And then the little sister thought for a minute and it 

troubled her for a second and then all of a sudden she just lit up smiling and she 
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said, “Oh, I forgot. Jesus is holding me too. So even if Satan did cut off my hands, 

I’m still safe.” 

 

So you need to know and feel that God is hugging you all of the time. But how can 

He hug you if you’ve walked away? How can he hug you? You haven’t event talked 

to Him in two to three years? You need to draw hither unto God. And when you do 

stuff, just change, is that -- I’m learning more and more to seek God’s direction on 

every little thing. And God will lead you to every path if you just listen and seek his 

voice. And sometimes it may seem silly when the bible says, “He will order your 

steps.” He really means it. 

 

I was in Baltimore most of last week. When I got to the airport, I was renting a car 

and the man said, “You could not--” I got to the rental agency, got my receipt. He 

said, “You can pick any car in this whole row.” And I just heard God speaking, He 

said, “I’m going to direct you to the car.” And I walked but I was looking on the text 

and see if there’s any special number on it to anywhere and I went right. I didn’t see 

anything. He finally said, “This car.” I got in the car. I said “Nothing is special about 

this car.” I cranked it up, looked at the old number, there was 4,200 miles on it. 

 

Now, for those of you who don’t know, 4,200 is the number of seats that he has told 

me that the next church we move to we have to build.  And see, the car, if I had 

gotten another car, I don’t think it will make any difference or whatsoever. But God 

began to speak to me.  He said, “Look, I've got to make sure that you will follow me 

in little steps so that I can lead you somewhere big. And if you won’t listen to me in 

little things, you’re not going to listen to me in some big stuff.” And he’ll lead you. 

 

And everyday in Baltimore, I gotten through walk to the city and sometimes I’d 

walk five or six miles a day and I’d walked -- I would just walk because I need the 

exercise. And I went through actually some rough areas but I would hear God 

speaking. He just said, “Go down this street, turn the left right here.” And as long 

as I followed where God’s -- I wouldn’t worry. I’d see some big old folks hanging out 

with the younger folk just really get out of jail. 

 

And to be honest about it -- and it didn’t bother me. I walk by just as confident 

without a shred of fear because I knew I was walking where God told me to walk. 

Well, if He had told me to turn right and I saw some rough folk down the right road, 

I would rather go down in that that road, then if I looked down the left and 

everything looked clear, but that would where God told me to go. 

 

When you draw hither unto God, He will lead, He will guide and He will take you to 

every step of where you’re supposed to go. Oftentimes, we feel alone, we feel lost 

because we’ve walked away. And people, you will go through stuff just because you 

are close to God. It doesn’t mean like that you won’t go through it. If they read all 

the lies of all the prophets, you will go through some stuff. But when you are hugged 
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up in God, no matter what you go through, there’s something about it. There’s a 

piece that even when I have to go through some stuff and so I have to go through 

some stuff, but it just didn’t bother me because I know I’m where God said I’m 

supposed to be. And as long as I’m doing what God told me to do, where I’m 

supposed to be even if I’d see the ultimate, when you look at the disciples, they end 

up getting killed. They die. They get their heads chopped off. 

 

When you read about the disciples, everybody except John died a fairly violent 

death. And looking at that in the natural (00:22:07), “I don’t want to go there.” But 

no, no, no, they were in the path that God told them to be. And just like Stephen 

when they were stoning him, he could look up and even in the midst of these heavy 

stones, he could smile because he could see the gates of heaven open up. 

 

When you follow and draw near to where God wants you to be, and when you draw 

near to God, you’ll get the greatest hug in the world and its continuous and it last 

and it wraps around you. And God’s hug, it brings you peace, it’ll bring you 

protection, it’ll bring you provision.  I don’t even worry about any money. I just 

don’t. I have economic issues like everybody else. Sometimes my issues are a 

hundred times greater than other folk that got more stuff. But I don’t worry about 

anything because I know God has it all in control as long as I do what He tells me to 

do. 

 

I don’t worry about going anywhere. My mother sometimes, “What about you and 

the panel(ph)?  What about the plane?” I’m not worried about this plane crashing. 

Nothing is going to happen to me as long as I’m walking where God has ordained to 

walk until it’s my time. And when it’s my time, I’m ready to go. There’s a peace that 

goes when you get a hug with God. 

 

I just want those of you just right quick. I want everyone who needs a hug to just 

stand up. If you need a hug, just stand. Don’t be embarrassed about it. I need a hug 

myself so I’m standing up myself. If you need a hug, just stand up. 

 

Now, I want everyone who needs a hug to get a hug before they leave here today. 

And I don’t want you to get just a hug. I want you to get three hugs. And the other 

principle is this: When you give what you need, it returns. See, you cannot give a 

hug without getting a hug. Did you understand that? You cannot give a hug without 

getting a hug. See, some of you have not gotten a hug because you haven’t given a 

hug. 

 

So when you hug, you get a hug back. So I just want you to look around. Now you 

have to be careful in the church because some men may look and say, “That’s a fine 

-- ” and I don’t want you to get everything -- you understand. I don’t -- none of that. 

You need what’s called a “Holy Ghost hug”. So not a club hug, you need a Holy 

Ghost hug. But I want you to look around and I want everyone to hug at least three 
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different people. And when you hug them, I want you to just tell them this, just tell 

them, “Baby,” because we’re all children of God. We’re all a child of the Most High. 

Just tell them, “Baby, it’s going to be all right.”  That’s all you have to tell them. 

Just hug them, tell them “Baby, it’s going to be all right.” 

 

So you all pick out three people. And right now, go and just give them a hug and 

just tell them, “Baby, it’s going to be all right.” Amen. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. Remember you can go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com and listen to this entire series, “How to Love You” 

absolutely free. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word. Amen. 


