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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

And today is Part 1 of a three-part series called, "The 4 Sides of The Cross". Now 

there actually can be anywhere from one to 16 sides of a cross, depending upon 

what type of cross it is and what it's made out of. The simplest cross is simply one 

that you draw on a sheet of paper, that's two dimensional that only has one side or 

you can get a side that uses actual planks that actually technically has 16 sides, 

mathematically. But I'm going to be dealing with four particular aspects of a cross. 

And of course as Christians, we all understand and know that the cross represents 

our salvation, it represents the grace and the sacrifice of God as he sent his son 

Jesus to die for our sins. But the cross also represents destiny. And it also 

represents one of the most graphic and intense and excruciating methods of pain on 

the earth. 

 

So it represents salvation and redemption and grace and mercy and also it 

represents some extreme turmoil and trouble and tribulation. And in John 15:20 – 

the Bible says, remember the word that I said unto you. The servant is not greater 

than his Lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they have 

kept my sane, they will keep yours also. Here, Jesus said, "Look, if they crucified 

and persecuted me and you're one of mine, they are going to crucify and persecute 

you too."  Job 14:1 says, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of 

trouble." Psalms 90:10 says, "The length of our days is 70 years or 80, if we have the 

strength, yet their span is but trouble and sorrow for they quickly pass and we fly 

away". The Bible says it and as you read it, we have trouble and trial and 

tribulation and pain. 

 

So the cross represents our salvation but it also represents some extreme pain and 

suffering and people when you are following God's will for your life, you're going to 

have some pain and suffering. This is a brother point. Though you will have pain 

and suffering following God's will for your life you will have far more pain and 

suffering if you don’t follow him. So even though you will have some pain and 

suffering following God's will for your life, following Satan's leading not only leads 

to more pain and suffering in this life but it leads to an eternal life of pain and 

suffering. And no matter what you go through, no matter what you are dealing 

with, no matter what you have to deal with, I want you to remember the title of this 

message. Now, the series is entitled, "The 4 Sides of The Cross" but this first Part 1 

deals with the backside of the cross and it's simply entitled, "God has your back". 

 

You know in the world when we've got friends and when someone tells us, "Man, 

I've got your back on this." It fundamentally means that we know that they will 

back us up. That they are standing behind us that when we naturally deal with 

things in life, we could only really look in one direction at a time and if you're 

looking forward, you really can't see what's behind you and fundamentally what 
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they mean is the things that you cannot see, the things that you cannot handle, I 

will be behind you and I've got your back. 

 

The only problem with friends having your back is – friends have limited power. 

Often times some of your friends need more help than you do, so they don’t have 

even the power to pull you through in some of your situations because they are in a 

mess. So really, if you really want to have your back well guarded and well taken 

care of, it depends on who's got your back. And there's no greater source of power 

and protection than when God has your back – the backside of the cross. 

 

Matthew 27:45-46, this was when Jesus was on the cross, in his last agonizing 

moments and the Bible reads now, " 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness 

over all the land unto the ninth hour.  46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with 

a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say, My God, my God, 

why hast thou forsaken me?" And this has been one of the verses that has perhaps 

hustled and caused more debates in Theology. Here the Son of God at this moment 

of extreme trial and tribulation speaks out the words, "My God, my God, why hast 

thou forsaken me?" Now, Jesus knew what he had to go through, he knew he was to 

be crucified, he knew his destiny, yet in the midst of it, at the very end, Jesus 

hollers out Lord, why did you left me all alone to die on this cross. And Theologians 

have debated this back and forth in trying to come up with the reason. I think I 

understand the reason, there are just sometimes in the flesh where you just feel like 

God is just not with you. 

 

I mean there are just some times when stuff can get so rough. You know – When did 

God leave me and I'm all alone and if God were with me, how in the world would he 

leave me to go through this much pain. So even Jesus the son of God, the one person 

who has walked the earth, who should know better than anyone else, even when the 

pressure got on his flesh and when you read the real details or if you watch the 

movie, "The Passion of the Christ" and when you see what it is like to truly be 

crucified, it puts the body to the very limit of human endurance on the ability of 

pain. And when Jesus went through all of this – see some of you have gone through 

some stuff that's almost unimaginable. The pain has hurt so much; you really can't 

even put it into words. It's so bad that all you can do, if you talk about it, just 

grunting and grown about it – you cannot even verbalize it and articulate – it gets 

so rough. 

 

I had someone email me in Mountain Wings a few days ago. And they basically said 

they're giving up on God because they have prayed so hard and God is not 

answering – he said, I don’t even know why even subscribe to Mountain Wings. It's 

not helping. It looks like God has just left me. And he went on to details on some of 

the things that had happened in his world. His wife had left him and he wasn’t in 

the US. He was over in another foreign country but people go through the same 

stuff – I don’t care where you are. I don’t care what country you're in. I don’t care 
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what neighborhood you're in. I don’t care what color you are. I don’t care what 

education you have. People go through stuff no matter where they are. So he was 

actually in one of the Middle Eastern countries and he was just saying one thing 

after another had happened to his world and his life and he just felt that he couldn’t 

go on and he was fed up with God and he just said, "God has just left me – Why has 

God forsaken me?" Sometimes we will feel that way because we go through so much 

excruciating pain that surely God is not with me.  

 

See, the sixth hour was actually 12 noon and the Jewish in the Roman world; they 

began the day counting at 6 am in the morning. So the sixth hour of the day was 

actually 12 noon and he died at 3 pm that's right in the middle of the day but yet it 

said there was darkness. There are some times in your world when it ought to be 

light but it's dark. It ought to be bright but is dull, it ought to be right but it's 

wrong, it ought to be flowing but it stopped up. You know – it ought to be. You 

know, you go to school, you've worked hard. You're money ought to be right but yet 

your bank account is the wreck. You know it ought to be, by all of the natural law it 

ought to be some light shining yet you were in the midst of darkness and 

sometimes, people we will go to depression and there's no reason and you start 

crying – what's wrong – I don’t even know. 

 

Sometimes you just go through some stuff and there's a spirit on you and you just 

feel depressed and you can't even put your finger on what it is, it's light but 

somehow it's dark. So here it was in the middle of the day and there was darkness 

and all this pain and Jesus was wondering where was God and why had God 

forsaken him. There are some things about the Father; it correlates in the natural 

with the heavenly – as it is in heaven so it is on earth. There are some natural 

things about a father that a real good father is not going to be visible to you 

sometimes. Mama will always be there but Daddy will sometimes step back. 

 

I have instances just in my own role as a father of where I have to step back and let 

the child learn. I remember vividly a few years ago, as my son was learning to swim 

and I was right there at the pool standing there watching them and the instructor 

came over to me and she said, "Mr. Bronner, can you go and go somewhere else, 

because with you standing there, your children focus on you and they look to you 

when they need to be learning how to swim. When they take a glop of water they 

want Daddy to pull them out of the water and they got to keep on swimming." So 

what I did, it was a big – they had bleachers, I went way up in the corner where you 

couldn’t even see me. And then I even went outside and looked through the window 

at my children and they would look around but they couldn’t see Daddy anywhere 

but Daddy was there. And they struggled and glop water and nearly choked or felt 

they were nearly about to choke and drown and I imagined in the child's mind, the 

child would say, "Why has Daddy left me in this water, left me with this mean 

teacher?" 
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See, when someone's really trying to teach you they always – Why has Daddy left 

me with this mean, rough teacher, left me here to struggle and I could die in the 

middle of this thing – and Daddy, my Daddy is gone, he's out there on his computer, 

or on the phone somewhere, just not even caring about me and I'm down here 

struggling in pain, in turmoil, why has my Daddy forsaken me. Yet Daddy never left 

their presence, he was standing above looking down but the child could not see 

Daddy. All they could see is the pain they were going through. 

 

I remember my son Josees when he was very young and we were on vacation down 

in Florida, and I remember he was running along the sidewalk and there was 

something in me that just cringed because that little bitty legs running on that 

concrete, he could fall and hurt himself. And there was a part of me that wanted to 

go and grab and say – Son don’t run because you may fall and hurt yourself. But yet 

there was a part who is that man that says, 'This boy needs to learn how to run. 

Even though there was a risk that he could fall and skin his knee, he needs to learn 

how to run and Daddy has to step back and sometimes Daddy has to let them trip 

and Daddy has to let them fall and Daddy has to let them hurt themselves because 

they have to learn. I can't baby them all their lives. If I baby them all their life they 

will never grow up, they will never go strong. Daddy has to step back and let the 

child learn. 

 

A Brother Point – A good father will discipline you and send you some rough 

training and rough training is only appreciated when you have to endure rough 

times. See that's the part when stuff gets rough, then you are thankful that you had 

a Daddy who would step back. And see even now, the older generation is tougher 

and the younger generation knows – they got more knowledge now but the older 

generation was tougher because the younger generation has been babied their 

whole lives. When we used to go out and ride a bicycle we didn’t even know what a 

helmet was. Do you understand what I mean? Now, kids that ride the bicycle, they 

got on a helmet, they got knee pads, they got elbow pads – they're dressed up like 

they're going to a football game. We will be running down the hill 100 miles an 

hour, no helmet, no pads, no nothing – and we fell and we skinned ourselves up but 

it made us tougher. 

 

So there are sometimes when Daddy just has to step back and let you learn and let 

you go through what you need to go through but we always have to remember that 

God has got our back. And there was a story that I ran across, it really radiated and 

resonated so much with me. It's a story of a man, as he was learning to fly a plane 

because I was going through the same thing learning to fly. And he was out with his 

instructor and the plane went into a dive and then went into a stall and they were 

spiraling down. And the instructor just sat there and the student looked over the 

instructor – and you know the instructor just wouldn’t do a thing. So the student 

had had to grab and wrestle with the wheel and the rotors and finally got the plane 

back going. When they finally landed the student just lit into the instructor – Men, I 
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was about to crash and men I was spiraling towards my death and you just sit in 

there, I'm paying you by the hour to teach me and you just sitting there letting me – 

about to die. And the instructor just looked at him and the instructor simply said, 

'There is no position of this airplane that you can get it in to that I cannot get it out 

of.' There is no position that you can get this plane into that I can't get it out of. 

That's the way God is. 

 

Sometimes we're just spiraling down looking like we're about to crash and we plead, 

'God why don’t you just step in and solve all my problems'. Why don’t you just pull 

me out of this bad mess on me, you've got the power, you made the world, you 

formed the heavens and formed the stars in the sky, blazed the sun, turn on the 

light switch, how come you can't help my little bitty thing? Yes, he can handle it but 

he just sits there just like that instructor there while you're spiraling out of control. 

Because often times if God did straighten it out then we haven’t learned. And the 

next month we are spiraling out of control again. So God has to do like a wise 

father. And he trains and he gives you the word and he gives you the guidelines but 

there comes a point, Daddy has to step back. 

 

My son turned 15 last month and he got his learner's license. And I was going up to 

Helen for a day of rest; Helen is a little town up in the Blue Ridge Mountains. I just 

heard God speak, 'Take your son with you.' So I drove the Smart Car and said – Do 

you want to go? – he said 'Yeah'. So we drove up. We got there late that night. The 

next day we got up and I asked one of the local people – Is there a road here that's 

not well travelled? My son just got his learner's license and I want to teach him how 

to drive. So he told me a highway and I drove over and got out and let him get in. 

He's never driven a car before in his life. I said, 'Now Daddy is getting ready to 

instruct you how to drive and we pulled out and slowly – and no one else is on the 

road and we were driving back to the country and he had the hang of it pretty good.' 

And I said, there is a place that I remember going on my motorcycle called 'Deal's 

Gap' it's over in Tennessee and I said, it's one of the twistiest most dangerous road 

I've ever driven in my life. 

 

I punched it in the GPS and it was 75 miles away and I hit the 'go' button. I hit 

avoid highways and go. So we took the back roads all the way over to Tennessee and 

it wasn’t really 75 miles to the Deal's Gap motorcycle resort – Deal's Gap was 

another 20 miles. It was almost 100 miles away and we got there and we parked at 

the place and there was a tree out in front, a huge tree and on this tree are all of 

these wrecked motorcycles hanging on the tree. When people wreck their 

motorcycle, they'll bring it out and it's just all twisted mangled metal and they are 

mounted on the tree. And there you see all these motorcycles in this tree. And I 

point us – these are the trophies of fools. These are the trophies of those who went 

too fast around dangerous curves. Look at this tree and look at these motorcycles, I 

said, I'm getting ready to let you go through Deal's Gap and the place is actually 

called the Tail of the Dragon. In 11 miles, it has 318 curves. 
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So we got in that car and I said – Let's go. And he drove the 318 curves to the end 

and we turned around and came back. So he drove 636 curves in 22 miles. And I 

mean, he was just driving and he learned. I said one thing about it, when you come 

out of this Dragon's Tail; you are going to know how to drive around some curves. 

And I sat there, and I was ready to grab the wheel if anything had gone wrong. And 

then he drove back to Helen. So he drove 250 miles on his first day of driving. But 

see, that's the way a Daddy would do. 

 

Now, Mama wouldn’t have done that. Mama would have headed out on the field 

where you couldn’t even do anything but just go in the field. Daddy had him going 

around the side of the mountain where if you went too fast, you'll flip it over and 

roll down the mountain. That's the difference between a father and a mother. You 

have a heavenly father and that heavenly father would sometimes send you through 

some stuff but he's right by your side, you just can't see him. And when the pain 

gets worse, you sometimes can't even feel him, you can't feel his presence and 

sometimes when you pray, he won't even answer. And it just feels like you are all 

alone but people never forget that backside of the cross, no matter what the pain is 

like, no matter what the turmoil is like. Never forget, God has your back. 

 

And God is there, and God has pulled you through some things and you don’t even 

know it. There was one story of a man 100 years ago, back right after the Civil War 

and he was on a steam boat and he was DL Moody, he's a famous evangelist. It was 

his choir leader. And they recognized him on the boat and they asked him to sing 

one of his songs and he piped up with one of the songs and after the song, someone 

came up to him and said, look, were you on – in such a town back in 1862. He said, 

'Yeah, I was.' He said well you were in the Union Army, I was a confederate Soldier. 

And while you were on duty as a sentry, I was in the woods and I had taken my rifle 

and I had you in my sights and I was getting ready to pull the trigger and you 

began singing that song and I said to myself, well I can let him finish the song 

before I shoot him and when you sang the song, there was something about it that 

brought back memories of my mother. And when you finished that song, tears were 

flowing down my face and I just dropped my rifle and couldn’t shoot you. And I just 

wanted you to know that God was watching your back, back then, you never knew 

about. That there are some things that God has protected you from, that shielded 

you from and you don’t even know all of the stuff that God did. 

 

God's got your back. See, just like what happened with Paul. Do you know that 40 

men set out to kill Paul? Forty men set out to kill Paul. And it's over in the Bible, 

it's in Acts 23:12, "And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and 

bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till 

they had killed Paul. And they were more than forty which had made this 

conspiracy. Now, this is what they said – Look, we're not going to eat, we're not 

going to drink until we kill this man. Paul was eventually killed but he was killed in 
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Rome by the Roman Emperor many years later and he was killed after he spoke the 

verse – I have ran the race, I have finished my course. 

 

Nothing's going to happen to you because God's got your back as long as you're on a 

mission and 40 men who swore they wouldn’t eat, what do you think happened to 

the men who couldn’t eat and drink – they did, they took a vow, they couldn’t touch 

him until he had done and fulfill his destiny. When you're on a mission for God and 

when you are walking in your destiny – nothing will touch you until it's time. You 

may go through some stuff but God has your back. So understand this backside of 

the cross. That no matter what happens in your life, when you walk with God, God 

has your back.  

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. You can go to Brothers 

of the Word.com and hear this entire series and many more messages absolutely 

free. Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you 

need the Word. 

 

Amen, amen, God's got your back people and sometimes children get angry at the 

fathers. I know my son was, he was just beat at the end of that day. He was tired 

and you know most of the time he can just get real joy out of just driving at his first 

day. He had gone 250 and it wasn’t just a normal 250 miles. He went on 250 rough 

miles. So at the end of that day, he said – Dad, I'm tired, but he was trained. Often 

times when God gets through with you, you'll be tired but you'll be trained. You'll 

know how to pray, you'll have some patience. Sometimes people we pray for some 

stuff but we want God to do the stuff like we wanted. Lord give me patience and we 

want God to just, you know, put patience in our heart. No, God will give you a 

situation where you need to be patient in. 

 

Lord, give me faith. And we want God to just touch us and be filled with faith. No, 

God will give you a situation that seems hopeless, so that the only way out of it is 

faith. So often times, the way that the master – a father works, it will put the 

student, his children through some tough times. He did it to his own son, when he 

told Jesus – this is my son in whom I'm well pleased and he sent a dove – you know 

the first place God sent him? To the wilderness for 40 days with no food, that's a 

Daddy for you. And a Daddy will look down on a child and say – I need to toughen 

them up. I need to prepare them against the wills of the Devil. I need to strengthen 

them so they can stand in these circumstances. I need to make it so that they can 

preach and teach to others and be an example, but I'm going to have to do some – in 

yourself – and he'll give you – take you to bridges that don’t feel good. And you'll 

think God has forsaken you because you have all these pain. And you'll think God 

doesn’t work that way, God doesn’t cause pain. You haven’t read your Bible. 

 

The oldest book in the Bible, Job is a classic example of pain. When God stripped 

everything he had but Job came back stronger and with more – God always had his 
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back, even though when he was there, when all of his stuff gone, when all of his 

children dead, all of his money taken, picking at dry sores with a stone and in the 

midst of all of that, there was God. 

 

He said all right, I'll let you do this but you cannot touch his life because I've got his 

back. You cannot touch his life. But to Job – it's like Jesus on that cross. God you let 

all this stuff happen to me, where in the world are you? He's got your back. And 

often times you cannot see what is behind you but you need to know that he is 

there. God has your back. 

 

And on this day, on this Father's Day, I'm just going to ask for fathers who want to 

rededicate themselves to their children to come forward. It's not a call for salvation, 

it is a call for fathers, it's not a call for mothers. This is a call for fathers and you 

want to re-dedicate yourself to your children. It's not easy being a Daddy these 

days. There's no two ways about that. It's not just, it is not easy these days, it never 

was easy. When you go through history, it has never been easy, but God has always 

looked for a few good men and truly it takes a man to be where I am. And today if 

you want to re-dedicate yourself as a father, it takes time to be a Daddy. There's no 

two ways about it, it takes time and sometimes it will take a father doing things 

that just hurts him. It hurts to punish children because you love them so much. God 

does not take joy in punishing his children when he knows where there is not 

chastisement. 

 

That's what the Bible says – Father will chastise a child that he loves. Where there 

is no chastisement we will go astray and often not come back. So we have two men 

who have come forward. Is there any others? And this is not saying that you are a 

bad father but you want to re-dedicate yourself. There is a difference in being 

lukewarm and being on fire.  There is a difference between being lukewarm and 

being on fire and children now, they need a Daddy who is on fire. They need a 

Daddy who is really there for them, so that they would know without question, 

Daddy got my back. There is one thing to have a heavenly father and that's the 

greatest thing but children need an earthly father they could see. They need to 

know that their earthly father has their back. Is there enough on this day? And you 

want to re-dedicate yourself as a father to your children. Amen, amen. 

 

I just want to pray with you today – Dear Heavenly Father, right now, we pray for 

these men who have come for you Father, we pray right now that they shall be 

examples unto their children. Father, ye even unto those who are yet unborn, 

Father we pray that their child and children shall be able to look at them and they 

shall be able to say – I want to be just like Daddy because my Daddy is great, 

because my Daddy follows the word of God, because my Daddy takes care of me, 

because my Daddy is a good man. 
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Father we pray right now for just the anointing of awesome fatherhood to be upon 

these men dear father. Father we pray that it shall enter unto them and it shall 

flow unto their children dear father and shall even flow from their children to 

theirs. The Bible says, a good man leaves in inheritance for his children's children. 

We pray right now Father that the anointing of awesome fatherhood shall be upon 

them and shall move from them unto their seed. In thy son Jesus' name we pray, 

Amen, Amen and Amen. 


