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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word.  And today, 

this is part two of The Four Sides Of The Cross.  The prior message was part one of 

The Four Sides Of The Cross and it was subtitled, God Has Your Back.  That was 

message number 5521.  Today is message 5522, part 2 of The Four Sides Of The 

Cross, and we’ll be studying today from the book of Matthew Chapter 27 beginning 

at the 33rd version.  You don’t have turn as you’ve heard this story many times. 

 

And when they were come unto place called Golgotha.  That is to say a place of the 

skull.  They gave him vinegar to drink, mingled with gold.  And when he had tasted 

thereof, he would not drink and they crucified him, and parted his garments casting 

lots that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet.  They parted my 

garments among them and upon my vaster did they cast lots.  And sitting down, 

they watched him there and setup over his head, his accusation written.  This is the 

king of the Jews.  Then were there two thieves crucifies with him, one on the right, 

and another on the left. 

 

Now, there were two thieves crucified along with Jesus.  The bible doesn’t say what 

they did, only that there were thieves.  Some version says that they were robbers, it 

didn’t say what they had stolen because the range of thieves in this society -- it 

could have been anyone from a purse snatcher to made of, to a fellow who swam the 

folk out of billions.  Both of them were thieves just different levels, different stater 

but they were both thieves and robbers, so the bible does not tell what crime they 

committed or what level of thief they were.  It simply says that they were thieves 

but I’ve got news for you, we’re all thieves. 

 

But when you really bought it down, we are all thieves less than one out of three 

people in churches across this country and across the world give God what is proper.  

The bible in the Book of Malachi says, “Would a man rob God?”  Yeah, a man would 

rob God, no question. So yes, -- how do we rob -- you rob me in times and often.  Yes 

a man would rob God.  So if you look at church statistics even in the best of 

churches less than one out of three are in Covenant was actually giving God what 

God is due. 

 

Look at the person to your right and then look at the person to your left.  Now, out 

of the three people who have just looked at each other, two of them are statistically 

thieves.  So it’s the same ratio was on the cross.  You had two thieves and one who 

wasn’t.  That’s the same ratio that even exists in the church today just dealing with 

thievery. 

 

I heard a man once say that once he became saved, he no longer sinned.  And I say 

it to myself, “Not only is he still a sinner but he’s a liar on top of it..” Now, I 

understood what the man meant.  He meant that once he was saved, he was less of 

a sinner.  That’s really what he meant.  Not that he no longer sinned, he was less of 

a sinner.  So all of us are thieves and even those who are in Covenant without 



 - 3 - 

money, we’ve stolen praise from God.  We’ve stolen time from God, we’ve stolen 

God’s adoration, we’ve even stolen some of God’s credit for some of those stuffs God 

has done, and we’ve taken credit for.  So even among the one out of three, we’ve still 

stolen and we are all thieves so Jesus was on the cross in the middle of thieves just 

like he is in the church in the middle of thieves. 

 

Paul said as simply -- when he says, “We have all sinned and falling short of the 

glory of God.”  Now, this is a brother point.  We are not perfect even the best fall 

short.  But the best get better and the worst get worse.  None of us are perfect.  We 

all fall short but the best even though we are still thieves and robbers, the best get 

better and the worst get worse. 

 

And reading on down continuing in that passage, Matthew 27 verse 39, and they 

that by reviled him, wagging their heads and saying, “Thou that destroyest the 

temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself.  If thou be the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.”  Likewise, also the chief priest mocking him but the scribes 

and elders said, “He saved others, himself he cannot save.  If he be the king of 

Israel, let him now come down from the cross and we will believe him.  He trusted 

in God.  Let him deliver him now.  If he will have him for he said, ‘I am the son of 

God.’”  And verse 44, “The thieves also which were crucified with him cast the same 

in his teeth.”  Let me read that in a different translation, the “in his teeth” 

translation.  The robbers who were crucified with him also spoke abusively to him.  

The NIV says, “In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also hit 

insults on him.” The message of bible says, “Even the two criminals crucified next to 

him joined him in the mockery. 

 

Have you ever been in a situation were people said you who is supposed to be all 

such and such, now look at the mess you’re in?  Have you ever been in a situation 

were folks said, “Look, I thought you say you were Christian?  Well if you were a 

Christian, how come you’re in that mess?”  If you know God, why can’t you call 

alone God to get you out of your circumstances?  If you’re all this, why is all that 

happening to you? This is a similar situation and sometimes, you maybe advising a 

folk on money and telling them how to handle that and all of a sudden you’ve got 

some issues with your bills.  The minute that happened, folk said, “Look, you’re 

telling another folk what to do, and then your money is running tight.”  You may be 

counseling a folk with marriage and all of a sudden, you’ve got trouble in your own 

marriage.  A folk would say, “Look, if you said you’re a great marriage counselor, 

how come you have got trouble in your house?”  Sometimes, we have issues no 

matter what the situation is and sometimes a folk will look at you and you say, 

“You’re supposed to be all of this.  Why do you have problems?” 

 

So here they were saying to Jesus in essence, you’re supposed to be so powerful.  

What are you doing up on that cross? I had a situation where my computer hard 

drive crashed and often times a folk will come to me and they want me to fix it and 
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they understand I’m really technical with stuff and I told them, “Look, I can’t do 

anything right now.  My computer has crashed.” And they said, “You got problem 

with your computer?”  Yeah, my computer bust like everybody else. But sometimes, 

people will think that just because you Pastor James is an absolute computer 

genius unless week, he was talking about a virus and got on his computer and he 

just had to restore everything.  And I said, “You let a virus getting on your 

computer?” 

 

So just because you are an expert, folk think that you ought to be perfect and you 

ought to never have any kind of --.  You will go through the same things with some 

stuff and you’ll -- world that Jesus went through.  They will think that you’re never 

supposed to have anything go wrong with your stuff.  Another Brother Point, just 

because you do the right things does not mean the things won’t go wrong.  Just 

because you do the right thing does not mean that things won’t go wrong. 

 

Now, that was the version in Matthew.  The version in Luke is a little bit different.  

In Luke Chapter 23 beginning with the 32nd verse, “And there were also two of the 

malefactors. led with him to be put to death.”  Now “malefactors”, it’s an unusual 

word but basically it’s used in the King James version, it is still a proper English 

word but most people never use the word “malefactor” but basically, it means it’s a 

criminal, it’s a person who is broken the law.  It’s someone who has done wrong.  

And there were also two other malefactors, led with him to be put to death.  And 

when they were come to the place which is called Calvary, there they crucified him 

and the malefactors went one the right hand and other on the left.  Then said Jesus, 

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  And they parted his 

raiment, and cast lots.  And the people stood beholding and the rule is also with 

them decide derided him saying, “He saved other let him save -- same things that he 

said in Matthew. 

 

And verse 39, “And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him saying, 

‘If thou be Christ, save thy self and us.’  But the other answering rebuke him 

saying, ‘Does not thou fear God seeing thou art in the same condemnation and we 

justly for we received the due reward of our deeds but this man have done nothing a 

mess.’ And he said under Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me when though comes under that 

kingdom.’  And Jesus said under him, ‘Verily, I say unto thee, today thou shalt be 

with me in Paradise.’” 

 

The other two sides of the cross, I talked last time about the back of the cross, the 

God has your back.  Today, I want to emphasize the left and the right side of the 

cross.  And there Jesus was with two thieves, one on his left and one on his right.  

The bible actually does not see which thief was on the left and which thief was on 

the right but my assumption would be -- I can’t prove it but my assumption would 

be with that first thief who told Jesus to save himself then him, he was on the left 

side. 
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Generally in the bible everything good is on the right side and at second thief was 

on the right side so I’ll use those reference points even though I cannot prove that. 

 

So here Jesus was with two thieves, one of the left and one the right.  Now, 

understand this.  Both men where in the identical circumstances, both of them 

hanging on the cross, both of them are going to be dead soon.  They might have had 

entirely different backgrounds, one may have come from a very stressful strain, 

impoverished background, the other may been like the that stock swimmer and 

come from a very privilege background.  I don’t know what their backgrounds were, 

all I know is they’re both in the same boat right there.  And yet you had two people 

in the same circumstance but totally opposite outcomes.  Same circumstances, 

totally opposite outcomes.  This is another Brother Point, it is not our circumstances 

that make the most difference in life.  It is our choices in those circumstances. 

 

See, both of the men got the same pain.  So it’s not the fact that you’ve got pain that 

make the difference.  Both of the men got the same nails to their hand, both of the 

men hanging in the same hot sun, both of the men undergoing the same ridicule, 

they had identical circumstance but opposite outcomes.  And the difference between 

the outcomes was not the circumstances, it was the choices that they made.  You’ve 

got to make sure that you choose right. 

 

Now, let me just kind of go through and outline first of all, the thief only left did 

what was normal and natural.  He really didn’t do anything wrong because most of 

you all would have done the identical thing in the identical circumstances.  Oh no, I 

wouldn’t.  If I have been back there, hanging on that cross, I would recognize Jesus, 

I would have done this.  I know you wouldn’t have.  Let me give you a modern 

parallel.  Let’s just say for whatever happened you lost your job and then in a few 

months, you’re homeless.  So you go to the homeless shelter.  Sometimes people out 

of the street, it costs $7.00 to get in a homeless shelter, you bum up $7.00, you to 

the homeless shelter, you’re there laying on the cloth, you’re not smelling too good 

because you haven't had a bath because you have been homeless. 

 

So you lay on the cloth and there left to you, there was another man laying on the 

cloth.  And the man looked over you and said, “Look men, I've got millions of 

dollars.” He said, “I got millions in the Bank of America.  I got some millions in the 

Bank of England.  I got millions in the Bank of Scotland.  I’ve got all kind of money.  

I’ve got investments, I’ve got millions, I got million with price.  I just got millions.”  

And you look over this man and he is thinking just like you are.  He’s laying on the 

same kind of cloth you’re laying on in the homeless shelter. 

 

So, you’re looking over this main claiming that he has millions and he’s laying over 

the cloth next to you and you’re broke, so the natural and the normal respond to 

that would be, if you’ve got millions --?.  This is a natural and normal response, “If 
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you have millions, get yourself a nice hotel and house out of this place and while 

you were at it, --”  Do you understand? This is the natural response.  So here this 

thieve looks over at a man who is in the same circumstance that he is and to be 

honest about it people, that was not a good circumstance.  That was about as bad 

shape as you could get in. 

 

You couldn’t get in too much worse shape than on a cross, crucified, your blood 

running out, nails running through your hand, hot sun, and you’re going to be dead 

in a few.  You can’t name too many other circumstances, too much worst than that.  

So here this thief is on the left side, he looks over at this man who claims he got all 

his power, who claims he got all this stuff, he says what is natural.  If you own that, 

get yourself out of this mess and while you’re get yourself out of this mess, take me 

with you.  That’s a normal natural response of the natural intellect and of the flesh.  

So the man really did nothing a mess based on natural logic and sense. 

 

But the other man on the right side, he looked over and he said two things.  First of 

all, he spoke to the man on the left side.  He said, “Look, you ought to fear God.”  He 

said, “We’re on this mess now.  We are about to die, you are to have some respect, 

and you ought to fear God.”  First thing the man, it was witness to the other man.  

And the second thing he did, he said, “Lord,” -- and just by that tittle says as a 

whole lot.  He didn’t say “man”, he didn’t say “brother”, he didn’t say “you”, he didn’t 

even say “Jesus”.  He said, “Lord” which is a title.  So he recognized something that 

the natural mind could not see because in the natural mind, the same as the man 

on the left side and the natural mind, he was in just a bad as shape as he was.  So 

he recognized something outside of and beyond the natural.  See, that’s why so 

many of us miss Jesus because we’re looking for Jesus in a natural form and he is 

there on a super natural and you cannot see it with your natural eyes. 

 

So he was looking over and he said, “Lord, remember me when thy come into thy 

kingdom, remember me.”  And Jesus says, “Today, today!”  Now see, that’s a deep 

thing because it gets into some heavy theology about heaven and paradise and all 

these, you’ve got to go through the judgment and all that comes, I don’t know about 

at all that to be honest.  I’m not an expert in the tribulation, the post, the pre-

tribulation, I’m not an expert in the seven levels of heaven, I’m not an expert in -- I 

don’t know about all that kind of stuff.  All I know was, Jesus told that man 

“Today!”  So he didn’t go to any judgment.  He said, “Today you’re going with me in 

paradise.”  So then -- I don’t about everybody but I know one man in paradise -- 

paradise is not heaven, I don’t know about all that, I don’t know who was on the 

other side.  All I know is that one man today went Jesus and he said, “Lord, 

remember me.” 

 

People, you have got to be able to see in the midst of all your messy circumstances.  

And see the first man, this is basically what he see.  He said, “Look God, I believe in 

you if you get me out of my mess.  I believe in you if you give me plenty of money.  I 
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believe in you Lord if you send me a fine woman, not an ordinary woman, a fine 

woman.  I believe in you Lord if you send me a good looking man.  I mean I want me 

a tall, good strong, good looking man with plenty of money.  Lord, I want that man, 

who’s right everywhere.  So look, if you send a good looking man with plenty of 

money, who’s have right everywhere, I believe in you.”  So this is the kind of stuff 

that a man on the left said.  “Lord I’ll believe in you if you will get me down off this 

cross, if you will get me out of this situation, if you will just make my life all smooth.  

Lord, I’ll believe in you.”  That’s what the man on the left said. 

 

And so many of us, we lead God just because our lives aren’t right, just because 

we’ve got some rough stuff, just because we are on the cross, and we want God to 

smooth everything out.  See the problem is even when God does smooth it out and 

that has been proven over and over in the bible, even when God did take the people 

off of the cross, it wasn’t long, we all say it wasn’t long.  It was long -- see, if a thief -

- if he a real thief, first of all he is a liar, first of all they crooked, he’s unfaithful, you 

can’t depend on, even if Jesus got him off that cross, a thief is a thief.  And that 

rascal stole the minute he got off that cross and walked around the corner.  And 

that’s what God knows. 

 

God has seen when he has delivered his children out.  He delivered my -- but five 

years later and they all in everything.  So God knows to get you off of your cross and 

get you out of your mess all the time.  No, that is not going to straighten you up.  

God knows. 

 

And the choice between that left and right side of the cross and this man on the 

right side said, he just said, “Lord, it is pain because that still hurt --” Because that 

still hurt.  He was hurt, some of you all are hurting right now.  He did not ask Jesus 

to take away his hurt and pain.  He didn’t even ask Jesus to get him off of the cross.  

He didn’t ask Jesus for anything.  All he said was, “Lord, remember me.  When you 

get to your kingdom, remember me.”  That’s all he said, “Remember me.” 

 

See, one of the left said, “Lord, bless me.  Bless me and I’ll believe.”  The man on the 

right says, “Lord, remember me because I believe.”  There’s a big difference between 

those two and we have to determine whether we are going live on his left or his 

right sign of the cross because you will always have pain in one form or another.  

And sometimes to be honest about it, we need.  Sometimes, we just need.  And you’ll 

never know God’s looking, what form God is, you can’t tell that stuff by -- It could be 

that that man could have million laying up on the cloth. 

 

I had a man that one of the ushers came to me, we were talking about the 

transportation.  I mentioned ridding the bus or something.  And I went my car and I 

pulled out a motorcar for those listening from out of town, motors are subway 

transits system here.  He said, “Pastor, what are you doing with a motor car?”  I 

said, “Because I ride the bus sometimes.”  He said, “But you’ve got three cars and 
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motorcycle.”  “Yeah, I ride the bus sometime.”  You can’t tell just because somebody 

ride on the that don’t have a car.  You’ll never know when you will entertain an 

angel on the unaware.  You’ll never know what form Jesus will come in because 

when Jesus came back even his own Mama didn’t recognized him.  So sometimes 

Jesus will come in a form and you cannot recognize him.  He looks like somebody in 

bas shape, as a matter of fact, he may come like somebody in bad shape just to see 

how you respond. 

 

You’ve got to decide whether you’re going to be on the left or right side of that cross, 

there are four sides.  God’s got you back but that choice is yours and it does not 

depend on the circumstance.  You’ve got to choose, right.  You’ve got to choose Jesus 

through all of your hurt, through all of your pain, and sometimes you’re pain is 

going to last for a long time.  I'm just going to be -- I’m going tell you, breakthrough 

isn’t coming tomorrow.  Some of you are going to have some issues, you’re going to 

have some issue tomorrow, you’re going to some issue next week, and next year but 

even in the midst of all of that, you’ve got to choose right.  You’ve got the choose 

right, you’ve got to choose right and not choose left.  And you’ve got to believe in 

God, you’ve got to believe in Jesus, you’ve got to -- you’ve got to just simply say, 

“Lord, remember me.  Lord, remember me your servant.  Lord, remember me.” 

 

He knows your situation.  Jesus can see the man who was on the cross.  God, you 

don’t think God know what you back account is?  Jesus could see the man who was 

on the cross.  He didn’t need to go and pull out your problems out, he knows what 

you situation is.  Lord, remember me, remember me.  He didn’t ask Jesus for a 

thing and Jesus said, “Today!”  People, the very day that you decide to make Jesus 

your Lord, that day you’re going to move to paradise. 

 

That’s a whole another sermon where paradise really is but the very day that you 

decide is the day that you’ll be in paradise.  You’ve got a choice between left or right.  

Choose wisely. 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the Word. 


