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Nathaniel Bronner: When people will upset you, when people will abuse you, 

when people will do you wrong, when all of the stuff in the world 

goes rough, when you run in short of this and a bad, stuff just 

happen. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:15 - 00:00:41) 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 3 of 3 of 

the Four Sides of the Cross by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message 

is number 5523.  That’s 5523.  Listen to all parts of the Four Sides 

of the Cross series by clicking series on brothersoftheword.com 

and now for part 3 of the “Four Sides of the Cross.” 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother you need 

the Word. 

 

 And today, this is the final part of a three part series called, “The 

Four Sides of the Cross” and in part 1, sermon number 5521, it 

was called, “God Has Your Back” and this was dealing with the 

back side of a cross and no matter what you go through when you 

are with God, God is with you.  It’s part one, 5521, “God has your 

back.  Part 2, “Dealt with the Left and the Right Side of the Cross. 

 

 So, they were two face on the cross both in identical circumstances 

but because of the choice that they made, one went to paradise 

and the other went didn’t and that sermon number 5522 entitled, 

“The Choice Is Yours” and today’s sermon number 5523.  It begins 

on the book of Mark Chapter 15 Verse 37, you don’t have to turn, 

you’ve heard this before, “And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and 

gave up the ghost and the veil of the temple was rent in twain 

from the top to the bottom.  And when the centurion, which stood 

over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, 

he said, Truly, this man was the Son of God.”  Truly, this man 

was the son of God. 

 

 And today’s sermon deals with that final side of the cross called 

front and center.  Front and center.   The centurion said, “Truly, 

this man was the son of God.”  The first thing about the front and 

center of the cross is that you have to truly realize that this man 

was the son of God. There were so many different philosophies on 

the earth, so many different religions, so many different beliefs 

even within the same religion, so many different interpretations 

but it boils down to with Christianity, you must believe that truly, 

this man was the son of God. 
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 You see, when you actually do an intellectual or an academic 

study of comparative religions around the world, to be perfectly 

honest, the tenets of Christianity outside of Jesus, not that much 

different from most of the other religion.  If you really boil it down 

and if you really ever studied other religions, you find it most of 

them, for the most part it boils down to a lot of the same stuff.  My 

father illustrated it best years ago when we had a warehouse 

building, and in the building, there was another group.  Actually, 

they were Islamic, who rented a space in our building and my 

father had in the back portion of the building his products were 

the warehouse portion was and there was a hole in the wall. 

 

 And my daddy didn’t want about going through the hole in the 

wall stealing any of his product so my father went over to the 

Muslims and he tells, look you got to seal up this hole right here.  

They had knocked the hole in some kind of reconstructing, say, 

you’re going to seal up this hole.  And he said, “Mr. Bronner, you 

don’t understand.  You see, we are Muslims.  We’re Islamic, we 

follow the holy Quran.  We follow the prophet Muhammad.  Our 

religion does not allow us to steal and my daddy said, “I don’t 

know if any religion allows you to steal, plug that hole up”. 

 

00:05:05 

 

 And it’s true.  See, no religion that I am aware of will allow you 

to do certain things.  So, many, that the basic tenets of 

Christianity, they are very similar to the tenets of other religions.  

The main difference, the main key, the one thing that is unique 

about Christianity centers around the cross and centers around 

salvation and centers around, if you follow some other religion, 

they said, “Basically, you get to pay for your own stuff.” 

 

 They will believe in the transmigration of souls what is popularly 

called reincarnation and they believe, you got to keep coming 

back, you pay for all your stuff.  Some of you all are going to be 

coming back a long time and see the problem, we’re trying to come 

back to pay for your all your stuff.  If it weren’t true, each time 

you come back, you messed up.  So, now like you come back in a 

life and then don’t do it wrong, you got to pay for the stuff you did 

in the last life, then pay for the stuff you do in this life for the last 

hundred lies. 
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 And when you study some of that principles, they said that the 

average person got to come back about 3 or 4,000 times.  So, if you 

have to pay for your own stuff.  So, the prime difference and even 

in their religions, the religion doesn’t allow you to violate any of 

the real moral principles but you have to keep doing all the stuff 

that the one major difference with Christianity centers around 

the cross and just like that centurion, you have to know the truly 

this man is the son of God because if you were the son of God, he 

cannot forgive your sins.  He cannot take on your burdens, he 

cannot clear your plate, it takes something bigger than a prophet 

to do that. 

 

 I can’t lay hands on you and cleanse your sins because I got stuff 

on my own stuff.  I’m trying to get cleared up.  I got stuff I’m 

struggling with my own stuff, so I can’t forgive all your sins 

because I got some dirt.  You can never clean something unless 

there’s something that’s clean and it is clean.  Do you understand 

what I mean?  You cannot take a dirty filthy rag and try to clean.  

I was trying to clean this podium.  I can take a dirt of filthy rag 

and clean the podium and Paul said, and all of our stuff, all of our 

righteousness is there’s filthy rag and a stitch.  Its’ dirty rag, it’ s 

a stinking dirty rag. 

 

 So, you can’t take a stinking dirty rag and clean anything.  So, I 

cannot clean you.  It takes something other than me something 

beyond me, something beyond any pastor to clean you.  So, first 

of all just like the centurion, you must believe that truly, this is 

the son of God and this is a brother point, actually by C.S Lewis 

and C.S. Lewis says this.  He says, “Christianity, if it is false, is 

not important.  If it is true, however, it is our infinite importance.  

What it cannot be is moderately important.”  That’s why Jesus 

said, “If you’re lukewarm, I just spill you out, either be hot or cold.  

If Jesus is truly the son of God, it is an infinite importance in your 

life and if it is not, it didn’t matter. 

 

 So, even it’s true or it’s not true.  I believe that it’s true. There 

was only one way that you’re going to make it in and you need 

yourself clean just as the centurion said, “Truly, this is the son of 

God.”  Now, as Jesus  was there on that cross and as I talked about 

in the last message, the two thieves and one said, “Lord, 

remember me” and Jesus told him, “This day, today you shall be 

with me in paradise” and the thing about that thief is this, that 

thief gave the rest of his life to Jesus. He gave all the life that he 

had left to Jesus.  That’s exactly what’s asked of you right now.  
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To give the rest of your life to Jesus.  Now, some of you will argue 

and say, “That man didn’t have much life left” and that’s true. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 He did not have much life left.  And this is another brother point.  

The more that you have, the harder it is to give it up.  It’s harder 

to give up something when you got a whole lot of it.  So, the thief 

didn’t have what a few men is left.  Some of you have decades left.  

And yet you asked the same as the thief was asked to give the rest 

of your days to God and to Jesus. 

 

 Turnover in Mark Chapter 12 Verse 41, “And Jesus sat over 

against the treasury and beheld how the people cast money into 

the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.  And there 

came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which 

make a farthing.  And he called unto him his disciples, and saith 

unto them,  Verily I say unto you,  That this poor widow hath cast 

more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:  For all 

they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast 

in all that she had, even all her living.” 

 

 It was easier for her to give all he had to God because she didn’t 

have much.  It’s much easier to put in two pennies and all you 

have is two pennies but if you got two million, that’s a whole lot 

harder to do.  It’s just a fact of life.  That’s true with giving.  If you 

look at the percentage of giving, poor people give a higher percent 

of their income than rich people.  Now, it ought to be the reverse 

because the rich people are the ones who can afford to give a high 

percentage of their income, but it didn’t work that way. 

 

 Because the more you have, the harder it is to just -- say, if Jesus 

had gone to that poor widow woman, and the widow woman had 

asked, “Lord.  What do I need to do to inherit eternal life?”  And 

Jesus said, “Give all you’ve got.”  She could pull and got them two 

pennies out of the hand.  But she went to the rich young ruler.  

And told him, “Give all you’ve got.”  This man got millions.  How 

much?  How much?  The more you have, the more difficult it is to 

give all that you have.  But if you got a whole lot, I got a solution 

for you.  

 

 I have already preached that sermon.  It was called, “How The 

Rich Get To Heaven.”  You can go to brothersoftheword.com.  It’s 

sermon number 5212.  Go listen to 5212 and it will tell you how 
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the rich get to heaven.  These verses, “And thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart and will thy soul and with all thy 

might.“  And then, “thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy self.”  Now, 

who said that?  Jesus said it later.  That’s Old Testament.  Now, 

so everybody thinks that’s New Test --.  That’s Old Testament.  

That’s the exact quote out of the Old Testament.  One of them is 

Deuteronomy 6, 5, the other is Leviticus 19, 18.  Go check it.  

That’s Old Testament.  Jesus said, Some God say way back in the 

Old Testament.  You got to love but the key to it is this.  Just as 

the thief of cross gave up his last moments, God wants all you.   

 

 He say -- and this is why, these two verses to put it bluntly the 

hardest H.  Those two verses are hard as H.  To give God, “All you 

got, you shall love the Lord thy God with all.”  How much is all?  

All.  “With all thine heart.  And with all thy soul.”  That’s your 

mind.  “And with all thy might.”  And then “thou shall love thy 

neighbor as thy self.”  Those two verses are hard as H. 

 

 But Jesus said, of those two verses on these two verses rest all of 

the law and the prophecy.  Now when I said, hard as H, what I 

meant was those are hard as heaven because they really, that’s 

what you need to get into heaven.  Those two verses are hard as 

heaven.  Now some of you very few of you, may have thought I 

was talking about something else.  But those two verses are hard 

as heaven.  Heaven is not easy to get into. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 That’s why Jesus said, “wide is the road that lead us unto 

destruction and many thereof shall enter.  Narrow is the path 

that leadeth unto life and few there be that find it n.”  Heaven is 

not easy.  And that’s what Jesus -- if it was easy, he did say, “wide 

as the road that lead them to heaven and many go”-- no, that’s not 

what he said.  Those two verses are hard as heaven.  So, we have 

to put of that side of the cross.  We all want God to have our back.  

We all want the choice of paradise but you got to put Jesus not 

first in your life, no not first. 

 

 So, what do you mean not first? No, not first.  You have to put him 

front and center.  Let me explain what I mean when I say not 

first.  He sometimes -- and my father always have to state when 

he brought us up with a philosophy, “God first, family second, 

business third.”  And that’s true.  And that’s what we attempt to 

do but the reality of it is, that’s somewhat compartmentalizes 
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thing.  You got to put God, and you got to put Jesus not first.  You 

got to put them in the middle of everything.  See you cannot pray 

and leave home and say, “Jesus, then my family.”  No, it’s got to 

be, “Jesus in my family.” 

 

 You cannot say Jesus, then my job or career or business.  You’ve 

got to say, “Jesus in my job or career or business.” You’ve got to 

put Jesus front and center into everything that you do.  I had a 

situation last week, we were shooting a commercial in my 

company for product and I had been out of town the prior week 

and they had schedule the thing to be shoot on Sunday beginning 

at 8 am.  I said, “You can’t shoot that on Sunday.”  They say, “Well, 

Mr. Bronner, you don’t let us work on Saturday cause that’s the 

Sabbath Day” and. I said, “You can’t shoot it on Sunday either 

because that’s the day we will go to church.”  I said, “We just can't 

do it.  That’s not an option.”  And I said, “No, there’s not an 

option.”  You got to put Jesus not first, in the middle of your stuff.  

And every decision that you make, you need to have Jesus in the 

middle of your stuff.  Everything you do, Jesus needs to be. 

 

 See, the problem that many of us have is Jesus’s in the church 

and we live in here.  When you get out of the church, Jesus needs 

to be in the middle of everything that you do.  He needs to be front 

and center into your life.  He needs to be front and center in your 

world.  He needs to be front and center in all of the things that we 

think about.  So, you see, this is a brother point.  It matters most 

what we do when we come out of our prayer closet.  What you do 

in your prayer closet is significant but it matters most what you 

do when you come out of your prayer closet. 

 

 That’s why Jesus call the Pharisees, they all send they're praying 

to be (00:18:29).  He said it matters most what you do when you 

come out of your prayer closet.  You have got to keep Jesus front 

and center in everything that you do in your life.  And there’ll be 

so many challenges and so many situations where those verses 

that are hard as heaven.  When people will upset you, when 

people will abuse you, when people will do you wrong.  When all 

of the stuff in the world goes haywire.  When you run in short of 

these and bad just stuff just happened and you got to keep Jesus 

front and center of everything that you do. 

 

 When the disciples came to Jesus and says, “Lord, how many 

times do we forgive a person?” And Jesus says, “70 times 70 a 

day.”  That’s 490 times a day.  If they mess over you 491, you’ve 
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got Jesus’s permission that have retribution.  But up to 490?  And 

to keep Jesus front and center into that.  That stuff hard as 

heaven.  That stuff -- how many of you all have had someone do 

you wrong just in the last 7 days?  How many of you all had 

somebody do you wrong in the last 7 days?  And more people think 

I see, more, more hair just start going.  There, sometime you see 

a person, “Oh”.  You seem just shaking. Raise your hand. 

00:20:00 

 

 We’ve had people do us wrong.  We’ve had stuff to happen and we 

have to keep Jesus front and center in the middle of all that.  And 

you see people, that is the difference between a Christian and a 

heaven.  Everybody treats folk who treat them good, well not 

everybody but you know as a general principle, people will treat 

you good if you treat them good.  The devil with a question is a 

question as opposed to treat a person good when the person 

abuses them.  That’s the difference.  So, if you don’t have that 

difference, you don’t have Jesus.  You’re just like the rest of the 

world.  And often times, even in the middle of the church, we still 

don’t manifest that real difference.  The real difference in Jesus 

is that you show a difference side than the rest of the world even 

when someone is not treating you right.  

 

 People, if you can just get past your spouse with that, you’d be 

doing good.  Some of you just get to get out your office with it.  I’m 

not even talking about your boss.  I’m just talking about the folk 

in your house.  The next time your spouse does something that s 

not right, you need to respond with Jesus front and center because 

you know what we often do and you all have heard the statement, 

you’re about to make me what, lay my what?  Religion down.  

That’s exactly what we say.  That’s exactly what we do and that’s 

exactly what we mean.  See, if we truly have our religion because 

that’s what the religion is.  That’s what Christianity truly is and 

some people -- said and folks that you got to make me lay my 

religion down and they lay that religion down and some folks don’t 

even go back and pick it up. 

 

 So, we have got to understand that we need to have Jesus front 

and center and everything that we do, Matthew 5, 16 says, “Let 

your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  What’s 

different about you.   Turn to the person and says, “What’s 

different about you?”  What’s different about you?  What’s 

different about you.  What’s different about you going to make 
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your light shine where people can look at you and people can say, 

“There goes an angel, there’s some special about them.”  What’s 

different about you?  If you have Jesus front and center in your 

life, there will be things in your world that will shine when it’s 

raining. 

 

 It will shine when it’s stormy, and it will shine when the clouds 

had covered up the sun.  It will shine when you are drenched.  It 

will shine when all of the stuff has gone to pieces.  When you have 

Jesus front and center in your life, even though you are on the 

cross and even though you’re about to die, when you have Jesus 

front and center in your life, the light of God will shine.  Jesus 

said the word, tetelestai, tetelestai.  It means as the Greek word, 

that mean, “it is finished.”  If a promissory note we’re paid, the 

one holding the note wrote, tetelestai across it and it was a deed 

to property and it was not in effect until it was dated and signed 

and when that was done, tetelestai was written across.  

 

 When a father sent his son on a mission, the son was not to return 

until he had performed the last act of the mission.  When he did 

return from a successful mission, he used the word tetelestai to 

report it in eternity.  The son gave the father a promissory note 

and on that cross, Jesus uttered the word, “tetelestai, it is 

finished.”  Your salvation is finished.  Keeping Jesus front and 

center in your life.  People, it doesn’t just save you eternity, it 

saves you here.  I have never believed that God wants us to have 

hell on earth and heaven in the future.  It saves you here. 

 

 When you can remove animosity and hate and unforgiveness, and 

grievances, and grumbling and complaining from your spirit, it 

brings paradise here.  That’s why Jesus said, the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.  It brings it here, the kingdom of God is within, 

tetelestai.  He said, “It’s finished.”   He died for you.  Put him front 

and center in your world and let your light shine so that all men 

and women are able to see.  

 

 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  You 

can go to brothersoftheword.com. Watch this entire series 

absolutely free.  Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the 

Word because brother, you need the Word. 

 

 Amen. 42 causes you to live where your light will shine.  You have 

to find someone every day to compliment.   The person I 

complimented yesterday to be honest was the installer who came 
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yesterday.  I said, “Men, you should know what you’re doing.  You 

are just an absolute expert professional and he just beamed and 

he was glad.  It forces you -- but this is what will happen when it 

begins to train your spirit.  I’ve started finding myself instead of 

just complimenting one person a day because it creates the habit.  

If you force yourself long enough, you become like the thing you’re 

trying to do and I found myself just compliment sometimes two -- 

I said I don’t force to do with one person, but I found myself just 

compliment.  You go and you’ll be surprised when you have to 

start looking for something, you’ll see it.  

 

 When I went to the movie, there was a man taking up the tickets 

and I said, “Man, you have got the best spirit.  A man a ticket 

taker I’ve ever seen and he did.  He just had a good bubbly spirit 

and he said, “Oh, thank you so much.”  Most of the time, all people 

are used to just dealing with folk in a hurry, grumbling and 

driving about this and very rarely do they ever see any light 

differently.  

 

 So, it forces to be like Jesus and then as the training occurs, you 

do it more and more and even when you finished 42, you find the 

habit lingers on and you find yourself doing the same things living 

like Jesus who wants us to live and showing the light of the world 

that they haven’t seen in the midst of so much darkness.   God 

has your back and you have a choice between the left and the right 

side no matter what your circumstances and you need to keep 

Jesus front and center into your world. 

 

 I’m just hearing God speak to you.  People, just even start with, 

just pick one little area that you need to keep Jesus front and 

center and I’m not talking about the big area.  I’m not talking 

about, I want to keep Jesus front and center in my job, a little 

area.  What I mean little, something like I want to keep Jesus 

front and center in the lunchroom at my job because sometimes, 

it’s a rule of trying to get a habit if you take off two bigger chunk, 

it’s too much and you can’t just, I’m just hearing God speak, “Tell 

the people pick one little area to start with and put Jesus front 

and center in that one little area. 

 

 So don’t, also not your whole job, you may just say, just my 

lunchroom.  So, when you come into the lunchroom, you mainly 

said, “Jesus, you’re right in front.  I’m going in now.  I see it -- I 

but I’m going in there now.” And Jesus is front and center in the 

lunchroom and if you can keep him front and center, just work on 
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the lunchroom, just work on lunchroom, just work on where it 

may be.  Everybody, some of you -- it maybe in the car going to 

work.  Wherever you -- I’m in the car going to work.  I will keep 

Jesus, that means, I get to switch from the station that I’m 

listening to and I got to keep Jesus front and center while I’m 

going to work.  It means that I’m talking on the phone going to 

work or coming back to work I’m going to keep him.  As he makes 

it a little thing, just one way, don’t do it two way, just one way. 

 

 I’m going keep Jesus front and center in my car going to work and 

coming back is a different story but going to work, I will keep 

Jesus front and -- just begin with a little area in your life and put 

Jesus front and center and then look that’s where you begin 

because if you try to just make a radical change,--  it’s a human 

nature.  If you take on too much, we fall off the way.  Start with a 

little area in your life and said, “I’m going to keep Jesus front” -- 

it maybe just when you’re going to bathroom.  

 

 Start in this, some of you are cursing in the bathroom, just when 

you’re going to the bathroom.  I don’t know what your situation 

is.  Maybe while you’ re in the bed, whatever the case is pick a 

little area in your life and make a commitment, “I’m going to keep 

Jesus front and center in that area of my life.”  Maybe it’s why 

you’re in them anywhere but church, anywhere but church.  You 

need to keep him front and center when you leave church, when 

you want to walk out the door, anywhere but church.  I know 

sometimes, there as an issue even at church but anywhere but 

church, make a commitment today to pick just a little area of your 

life and said, “I’m going to keep Jesus.” 

 

 I’m going to focus on this one area and Jesus will remain front 

and center in this area of my life and as you bring him in, in one 

area, you see good works in the same manner as bad.  Do you 

know if you let Satan in one little area of your life, it’s not long 

before that force and that evil and that power begins to infiltrate 

all the other areas of your life good works the same principle.  If 

you let Jesus in one little area of your life, if not long before that 

same spirit will begin to steal over into other areas of your world.  

 

 So, that’s what I just heard from God, just pick one little area of 

your life and make a commitment to keep Jesus front and center 

within that area.  I hear God speaking some of you that little 

thing, it has to do with the relationship with a person but if you’re 

thinking to yourself, it’s just too big.  He says, “Take a slice at a 
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time out of the date.”  For example, some of you may have an issue 

with your spouse, that’s just too big -- look maybe to do like seven 

to nine every evening.  And some of you, that’s too more time.  

That -- doing 7:00 to 7:30, whatever it is, do a little thing, just do 

a little thing, just what it -- make it little.  So, if you can’t do the 

whole person, take a slice of timeout do 7 to 9, (00:32:15) 7 to 7:30.  

God says, “If you make a focus in one little area of your life, just 

in that, just to be and watch the change. 

 

Female: This message number 5523, Part 3 of the “The 4 Sides of the 

Cross” series by Nathaniel Bronner.  To hear other messages or 

to send this message number 5523 to a friend, simply go to 

brothersoftherworld.com.  This was part 3 of 3 of the 4 Sides of 

the Cross” series by Nathaniel Bronner.  Listen to The 4 Sides of 

the Cross” series by Nathaniel Bronner.  Listen to The 4 Sides of 

the Cross series by clicking series on the brothersoftheword.com.  

This message was number 5523.  That’s 5523.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:33:06 
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