
5524

Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word.  And today I 
just want you to turn to the person who is next to you and I want you to ask them 
one question, “What are you afraid of?”  And today I want to talk from the subject of 
fear factor.  Now, fear factor actually was a television program and they gave you a 
grand prize of $50,000 if you could do certain things and the person who can do it to 
the end would get the grand prize and they would have you do some pretty daredevil 
stunts but it went all the way from jumping off of a cliff into some water to where 
they would always--the part it would get most people as when they would have this 
stuff for you to eat and sometimes they would have just big live roaches and you 
just had to put to the roaches in your mouth and just crunch in the juice would run 
down and legs would be out wiggling.  They're like some of you although scattered 
well that’s why the program was called Fear Factor.  And some people are not just 
eating a roach some people they're even scared just for a roach that runs across the 
floor much less having to eat it.

So, there are some things in life that just causes us fear and in II Timothy 1:7, the 
Bible says, “For God have not given us the Spirit of fear, but a power and of love and 
of a sound mind.”  And I John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love but perfect casts 
out fear, because fear hath torment.  He did feareth is not made perfect in love.” 
Fear will paralyze you.  It literally does.  If something scares you before you can 
react especially if you’re not trained in the thing.  Before you can react, the first 
thing that happens if something scares you is you freeze.  You absolutely, literally 
freeze in your tracks.  There’s something about it that just causes you just to stop 
and fear can literally paralyze you and fear often will keep us from doing what we are 
supposed to do simply because we are afraid.

Now, some fear is healthy.  Some things you may need to be afraid of.  I’m a pretty 
brave person but there’s--for example, I’m scared to wrestle a grizzly bear.  I’ll be 
honest about I’m just  scared to wrestle a grizzly bear.  Some things--there is  a 
healthy amount of wise fear that you need to have about some things, some things 
you need to be afraid of and from the list of fears that’s derived from what people 
search on most, I want to just go down the top 20 fears that people have.  Number 
one is the fear of flying and most of these fears, I know people personally who have 
these fears.  Number one is the fear of flying and they always have this big names, 
phobia  is  the  word  that  fundamentally  means  fear  so  if  you  want  to  have  the 
technical term, you put the scientific name in front of phobia and fear of flying is 
called “Aerophobia”.  Some people are just you know they’re just really scared to 
even get on an airplane.  They’re scared of flying.  I’ve seen people and they just 
absolutely will not.  I remember my company when I first took my company on a trip 
and we had to expand our horizon.  Normally, I had rented a bus who will drive us, 
so we’re going to do something different this year.  We’re going fly to where we want 
to go.

But, I had a person I had two people in the company.  They had never flown before 
and they were scared and they said, “Mr. Bronner we’re just not flying we’re just not 
going.”  And what I did, I bought them plane tickets and you know when you buy a 
ticket, it’s in your name so you can’t—and it is non-refundable.  And I said, “Look, 
here is this ticket.”  I said, “You got one or two choices, you leave to be with us on 
that plane or you can take this ticket and tear it up and put it in the trash and stay 
here because I’m going.”  Yeah, one or two choices and when they got back, they 
flew there and they flew back and when they got back he said, “Mr. Bronner, here I 
am.  I’m almost 40 years old and I’ve never been on a plane in my life.  I'm always 
afraid.  And it wasn’t that bad.”  Three months later, they were on a plane again.
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Aerophobia was the first of the fears.  Second is the fear of public speaking called, 
“Glossophobia” some people scared that they just got glossophobia.  It’s a fear of 
public speaking and that’s a big fear.  There’s the fear of heights.  Some people are 
just scared.  If you go up on a mountain or in a tall building in the winter, they just 
go shaking.  They have a fear of heights that’s called “Acrophobia”.  There’s the fear 
of the dark called “Nyctophobia”.  That makes good sense actually spelled N.Y.C.T.O 
but people have fear of the dark.  Number five is fear of intimacy and this what 
causes a lot of people to mess up in a relationship because deep down they have a 
fear of intimacy either they have seen some one get hurt, they’ve been hurt before, 
and it develops this fear of intimacy.

Number six is the fear of death or of dying called “Necrophobia”.  Number seven is 
the fear of failure.  So many of us will not do things, we will not attempt things, we 
will  never  reach  our  destiny  because  we  have  fear  of  failure  and  that’s  called 
“Kakorrhaphiophobia” big, long, hard, but it’s basically you’re just scared that you’re 
going to fail so you never try and if you never try you won’t fail but if you never try 
you’ve already failed.  This is a brother point by Louise Boon.  “Don’t fear failure so 
much that you refuse to try new things.  The saddest summary of life contains three 
descriptions, could have, my have, and should have.”  Lou Rawls had a song called “I 
woulda,  coulda,  shoulda”.   Could  have,  might  have,  and should  have,  we  never 
attempted because we have kakorrhaphiophobia fear of failure.

Number eight is fear of rejection.  It’s another thing that causes so many problems 
often in relationships because we fear, we scared they were going to get rejected. 
Number  nine,  fear of  spiders  called “Arachnophobia”.   There  was a movie called 
“Arachnophobia”.   It’s  fear  of  spiders.   Some  folk  are  just  scared  of  a  spider. 
Number 10 is fear of commitment.  Another thing that caught--you see how many of 
these stages even a relationship based and a lot of these stuff that’s why we have 
sometimes so much difficulty, there’s so much fear.  There's a fear of commitment, 
number 10 fear.

Number 11 this is the first one that I have not seen, that I don’t know anybody who 
ha this fear.  But, it’s a legitimate fear.  Number 11 is the fear of flowers.  I said, 
who in the world is scared of flowers but I guess if they were scared of flowers, I 
wouldn’t even know it because some people are scared to walk in the forest, they’re 
scared to get near plants, they’re scared of this and that.  So, some people may 
have, you just know they have it.

Number 12 is the fear of driving.  Some folks are scared to drive.  I’ve seen that 
before.  It’s a real fear.  Number 13 is the fear of dogs.  So all these have long 
names, I’m not going to take the time because you’re not going to remember the 
long names anyway.  13 is the fear of dog.  Some people are scared of everything 
from a poodle to a Great Dane.  They’re just scared of dogs.

Number 14 is the fear of dentist.  Some big old folk are just scared to go to the 
dentist.  They’re just scared to go to the dentist.  Number 15 is the fear of snakes. 
Almost everybody in here is scared of snakes.  Number 16 is the fear of needles. 
Number 17 is the fear of being alone.  Number 18 is the fear of water and number 
19 is the fear of God and number 20 is the fear of abandonment.
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Now, I went through these top 20 fears and there are more other than that.  But, 
these are the top 20 based on the fears that people search on.  They’re afraid of but 
the interesting thing about this is that the Bible tells you to fear only one thing and 
the one thing that the Bible tells you to fear is number 19 out of 20.  It’s almost the 
last thing.  It’s almost the least thing that we are afraid of is the very thing the Bible 
tells you to fear.  And out of 20 fears, there are more people who are afraid of 
flowers than they are of God and that tells you something about our mentality that 
we fear all of these other stuff.  We fear flying and don’t fear God when God made 
the birds, when God made the sky, when God made the eagle, when God can hold 
you up on wings of angels, we fear flying more than we fear God.  We fear a dog 
more than we fear God.  We fear a serpent more than we fear God.  We fear even a 
spider that we can step on and squish more than we fear God.  And as I looked at all 
of these things out of the top 20, the fear of God was next to the last fear.  The only 
thing that we fear less than the fear of God was the fear of abandonment and I had 
to say to myself, “Where have we missed it that nowadays no one has a fear of 
God?”

The problem often times is not only do the people have not have a fear of God.  A lot 
of times they really don’t even have a belief in God.  And you can’t-- well, I started 
to say you can’t fear something that you can’t believe in because a lot of folks are 
scared of a lot of different haints and boogeyman and all of that kind of stuff.  So, 
sometimes you can’t fear--some people are more afraid of the boogeyman than they 
are of God.  And the Bible says the fool has said in his heart, there is no God and yet 
the Bible  also says in  Psalms 111:10, “The fear  of  the Lord is  the beginning of 
wisdom.”  It is the beginning of wisdom, to be afraid of God.  Now, I know that God 
is love that God is full of mercy that God is full of grace, but God is a father and as it 
is on earth, so it is in heaven and every time you have good daddy, don’t be scared 
of that daddy.

Now, they love daddy and they know daddy loves them but they are straightened up 
when daddy comes around because they have a fear of a real good daddy and they 
know that daddy will often times straighten their mouth.  Daddy will get them on the 
right path.  My father loves us to no end.  But, we were scared of our daddy because 
we  knew  our  daddy  did  not  play,  we  knew  that  if  we  cut  the  fool—and  then 
nowadays you can almost go to jail but we knew our daddy would pick up something 
and knock us out of the head and we knew and we had a fear for respect of our 
father.  The same way as our Father in heaven but nowadays, we’re no longer afraid 
of God.  We’re afraid of something or somewhat everything else but God.  Matthew 
10:28, this is Jesus and Jesus says, “And fear not them which kill the body but are 
not able to kill the soul but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.”  Let me read that from the message of the Bible, “Don’t be bluffed into 
silence by the threats of bullies, there’s nothing they can do to your soul, your core 
being.  Save your fear for God who hold your entire life, body and soul in His hands.”

People, we need to be scared of God.  I mean not the type where you walk around 
trembling but just like we are afraid of a good father because we know God holds 
everything in our life, in our hands, and see when you’re right with God, He’s all you 
have to be scared of.  You don’t have to be afraid of this other of the 19 on the list. 
I’ve just got off of a plane yesterday, have to make a connection so I flew, took off 
and landed twice,  not  a  drop of  fear whatsoever,  even when the plane went to 
turbulence it didn’t other me one bit.  But, I have a fear of God.  I'm not afraid of 
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that plane ride because see I know as long as God has me in His hands nothing is 
going to happen to me until my mission is finished.

I wouldn’t care if the plane broke in two and I was sitting in the back half and first 
class went to crash, I knew that that tail of that plane was going to glide right on 
down, hit the ground, and ski and I walk out.  That’s exactly the way I felt as long as 
I’m right with God, I’m not worried about anything else and even if the plane did 
crash, the worse that can happen is I get to heaven a little early.  But, see if I’m not 
right with God, that’s why fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  Ralph Waldo 
Emerson he says, “The wise man in the storm pray to God not for safety from danger 
but the deliverance from fear.”  People there are not to be anything in the world that 
we should afraid of but God.

The first use of the word “Fear” was in Genesis 9:2 and the Bible says, “And the fear 
of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every 
fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the 
sea into your hand they are delivered.”  Basically, it said every animal need to be 
scared of you and that’s my right.  Every chicken, every cow, every trout, every 
catfish, every hawk, because I will eat them up, said the dread of you would be 
every one of them, you’ll  eat them up.   That’s  why when a chicken see a man 
coming that chicken need to get out of there because--and God says the dread of 
you will be on every beast on earth.

But, the second use of the “Fear” in Genesis 15:1 and the Bible says after these 
things the word of the Lord came to Abraham in a vision saying, “Fear not Abraham, 
I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward.”  He told Abraham don’t be scared 
because I’m your shield, I got your back, I got your front, I got your left, and I got 
your right side, your top and your bottom.  I got you totally.  So don’t be afraid. 
But, the Bible says after this thing, what things when you go back and look at it 
that’s when Abraham told the king of Salem, “I’m not going to take any of your stuff 
that you’re trying to give me.”  So you cannot say that you made Abraham rich. 
Only God has made me rich and he said after these things, Abraham had the vision, 
see, when you are right with God, He becomes your shield and He becomes your 
reward.  I’m scared of doing wrong by God.

I was talking to a friend of mine the past weekend.  I told him before God told me if 
you work out six days a week you’ll never be sick and I told my friend, I said, “Look, 
if you ever see me sick, don’t ask me why I’m sick, ask me why I didn’t work at six 
days a week.”  Because, God will keep His hand on me, if you do what God tells you 
to do, there is a protection that surrounds and see, I didn’t work out six days a week 
last week.  I didn’t work out six days a week before that, well pastor why are you not 
sick because I got grace.  But, if I do get sick, you can rest assure I haven’t done 
what God told me to do and sometimes God even—daddies are like that.  A good 
daddy don’t give you a whip in the first time you mess up.  Sometimes he will let you 
go to second time and even the third time.  “All right, one more time.”

I have a fear of God in that when God has given me a command and I don’t do that 
command, I open myself up even if God doesn’t do anything against me, I open 
myself up to some demonic stuff because I walked outside of the Will of God and 
sometimes  it’s  just  totally  enough.   Working  out  six  days  a  week,  that’s  just  a 
natural protection.  But, if I don’t do what God has told me to do, I open myself up 
for stuff to happen.  But, if you do what God has told you to do, you’ll be blessed and 
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so many things in my life when I followed God, I can go anywhere without fear and 
without worry because I’m scared of God.  I really am and when you read that Bible, 
when you got to the end of your rope with God, He got pretty rough with you.  He’s 
full of love but He can be a rough daddy when you continue when you not follow 
what He tells you to do.  But, I can go anywhere in the world and I don’t worry 
because I only fear one thing.  Turn to the person next to you again ask them that 
same question that you asked them in the beginning.  “What are you afraid of?”  And 
when you are afraid of God, you need not to be afraid of anything else on this earth.

The worse someone can do to you is kill you and even with that, if you’re right with 
God, you’ll be in God’s hand in the paradise.  So, the worse they can do is do nothing 
compared to what God can do.  And if we listen people, you won’t have worry about 
it.  I ride a motorcycle and I remember when I bought that motorcycle.  It’s a BMW. 
It’s a real sharp motorcycle and I remember when I went to-- I took a test drive on 
that and I was getting ready to buy it and I heard God speak, “Do not buy another 
motorcycle for one year.”  I really wanted that.  Have you ever had something you 
really want, I mean you wanted it and you wanted it right then I wanted that bike 
right then but I heard God speak “Don’t buy another motorcycle for a year.”

I walked out of that showroom.  I put it in my phone on my calendar and one year 
later, it alarmed, I walked in and bought it.  And you see if I had been riding at that 
motorcycle and I had bought it when I wanted to buy it I could had on a stainless 
steel helmet, I could had on pads, gloves, just a full body armor and I would not 
have felt protected.  But in the will of God I don’t worry about stuff but outside of the 
will of God you open yourself up to all kind of danger.  Now I am not suggesting that 
you not use wisdom.

The number one fear is the fear of flying.  I used to fly a small private plane.  I 
stopped flying.  God didn’t tell me, it was just wisdom.  After I had my second son, I 
said, “This thing is too dangerous.”  I need my insurance went off four folds.  Now, I 
believe God would’ve protected me up there without question but every time I go up 
in that plane, you go procedural thermos and the plane would just a 100 ½ feet a 
second.  You’re stomach go up in your mouth.  And you go in the land went all 
blowing the plane.  There’s a big difference in a big jet in a loom.  I was in the loom. 
A loom is as big as a wheel-barrow.  So,  wisdom said,  “Look boy,  you got two 
children  now.   Your  insurance  just  quite  drooped  the  insurance  company  knows 
something.”  I stopped flying out of wisdom.  See, there are some things that people 
you need to do out of just flat wisdom that you don’t need to hear the voice of God. 
It may not be in the Bible but just wisdom will tell you, this thing is not healthy, it’s 
not beneficial, it’s too dangerous.  You need to stop doing this thing.

Three quick things about fear that will help you get over some fear.  Number one is, 
understand the truth of the fear.  For example, fear of flying on planes is 24 times 
safer to fly than you used to drive.  So, if you understand the truth of it, you will 
help remove the fear.  Number two, prepare for the fear.  If you’re afraid of water, 
learn how to swim.  See, prepare for the fear.  There’s the reason often times more 
people are scared of water.  They can’t swim.  Learn how to swim.  Number three, 
don’t hang around with a scared folk.  That’s why the Bible says, “For God has not 
given us the Spirit of fear.”  Fear is a Spirit and if you hang around folk who are 
scared, the Spirit gets on you.  So, just do those three—if you want to be courageous 
about something, you got to hang around some folk who are courageous.  If you 
want to go sky diving, you got to hang around somebody who’s willing to sky dive.
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Now, I’m not suggesting you sky dive, but you will never sky dive hanging around 
some other men, “Men, you might be craned.  Get a man job out of, men no.”  You 
will never do it.  So whatever you want to do, you have to hang around someone 
who has  courage  enough to  do  that.   So,  know the  truth.   Number  one  about 
whatever it is that you fear.  Number two, if possible prepare for the fear so that you 
are prepared.  If you’re scared of cancer, well change your lifestyle so you don’t get 
it.  Don’t be just be scared of cancer, change your lifestyles.

Change your lifestyle so you reduce the probability.   If  you’re scared of a heart 
disease, if you’re scared of losing your job, get some further education so you shield 
and start your own stuff.  Prepare for your fear and then don’t hang around folk who 
are scary.  For God has not given us the Spirit of fear and fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.  What are you afraid of?  There should only be one answer to 
that question.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 
brother you need the word.
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