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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. And today, I 

begin a series called, "Clearing Road Blocks". So many of us in life, we get to a point 

in life where we just feel like some stuff is just blocked – some dreams and 

aspirations and goals that you’ve had in your life. 

 

How many of you are just running and it just looks like the stuff is just blocked. So, 

I’m going to be doing a three-part series on "Clearing Road Blocks", and you can 

watch all three parts absolutely free. You can watch or listen at 

www.brothersoftheword.com. Just go to www.brothersoftheword.com, click “Series”, 

and you’ll be able to watch or listen to all three parts. 

 

Albert Einstein was once travelling from Princeston University on a train. The 

conductor came down the aisle to punch Einstein’s ticket. And when he came to 

Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket and he couldn’t find his ticket. He 

reached in his pants’ pocket, he couldn’t find his ticket. He looked in his briefcase, 

he couldn’t find his ticket. And the conductor said, “Look, Doctor Einstein, I know 

who you are. You’re one of the most famous scientists on the face of the Earth. We 

all know who you are and I know your integrity. I know you have a ticket. Don’t 

worry about it if you can’t find your ticket. Don’t worry about it.” 

 

So, the conductor went on about his business. He got to the other end of the train 

coach and as he punched everybody’s ticket, he looked back and he saw Albert 

Einstein just all up under the seats, just looking everywhere for his ticket. And he 

walked back up to Albert Einstein. He said, “Doctor Einstein, I told you I knew who 

you are. You don’t have to worry about trying to find your ticket.” And Einstein 

looked up at him. He said, “Look, I know you know who I am. I know who I am. But 

what I don’t know is where I’m going!” 

 

The first road block is that we don’t know what road we’re supposed to be on. That’s 

often times one of our biggest road blocks to destination, is that we don’t know 

where we’re going. We’re moving and often times in motion, but we really don’t 

know where we are going. Psalms 25:4 says,  

 

“Show me thy ways, oh Lord. Teach me thy paths.” 

 

That same chapter verses 12 and 13, “What man is he that feareth the Lord? Him 

shall he teach and the way he shall choose. They will live in prosperity and their 

children will inherit the land.” 

 

This is a Brother Point: Half of success is knowing what you really want. Half of 

success is knowing what you really want. And some of you reason, “I know what I 

want, pastor. I know exactly what I want.” Most of the time, you really don’t. Some 

of you say,  “Well, I just want some money. If I had a million dollars, I am 
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successful.” No, you’re not. If that were the case, all of the people with money would 

be fulfilled and content and wouldn’t have psychological issues. That’s not the case. 

 

See, many of you, if I were to ask for a list of your goals and destinations and the 

blocks and the number 1 thing you’d have up there, often times, is money. And yet, 

you’d say if you had money, it would solve all these problems but not in truth. 

 

First of all, if I said, “All right, let me give you a million dollars but what I’m going 

to do, I’m going to put it in a trust fund and you can’t touch it for 50 years.” “Now, 

wait a minute! Hold up! What do you mean I can’t touch it for 50 years?” You said 

all you wanted was a million dollars, I’m going to give you the million dollars; I’m 

just going to put it into trust fund. It’s yours, you just can’t touch it. “Well, no, that’s 

not what I meant! I want a million dollars that I can spend!” No, you don’t. 

 

What’s the first thing you’d buy with it? “Well, the first thing I’d do is I’d get me a 

nice, fancy car.” You really don’t want a nice, fancy car. “What do you mean I really 

don’t want it?” What you really want is to be seen and to impress folk. That’s what 

you really want.  

 

So, you have to see that half of our success, you see, if we stayed alone, stayed by 

ourselves, you we wouldn’t want half of the stuff we think we want – most of them. 

So, that’s why you really have to really be honest with yourself. Half of our success 

is knowing what you really, really, really want. And when you understand what you 

really want, you’re halfway to getting there. 

 

This is another Brother Point: you will never have true fulfillment until what you 

want corresponds to what God wants for you. You’ll never have true fulfillment 

until what you want corresponds to what God wants for you. And often times, we’ve 

got these blocks in the road and we can’t understand why we can’t get to where 

we’re trying to get to.  

 

And I just want to tell you some things in these three sets of messages on how to 

clear some of those road blocks. You’ve got to, first of all, know where you’re going. 

And it even helps to know where not to go. 

 

When I first became pastor of this church, first thing I wanted to was fill up the 

church. And I remember, I told you all the story years ago and I was praying and 

God began to speak to me. “Why do you want to fill up the church?” And I said, 

“Well, that’s ‘cause that’s what any good pastor is supposed to do.”  

 

See, some of you all want some stuff not really because you really desired in your 

heart, you wanted just to meet other folk’s expectations of what you think you are 

supposed to do. I said, “Lord, that’s just the thing a good preacher ought to do!” And 

then He said, “Why?” 
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And He kept asking me the question of why and each time, I would always answer 

with him with just a traditional, worldly answer. And I finally realized, “Let me ask 

God what does He want me to do.” See, I’ve been telling him what I think I ought to 

do. Let me ask Him what do I need. He said, “Don’t focus on trying to fill up the 

church; fill the people.” 

 

And it took me a long time to understand that. But now, I understand it far, far 

better. And if I had tried to do what I thought I needed to do in my own mind, I 

would’ve become frustrated. I would’ve become upset, maybe even have given up, 

maybe have felt like a failure because, first of all, people, you’ve got to know 

destination and you will never be fulfilled until your will matches up with what 

God’s will is for your life. 

 

Christians without goals are little like Alice in the fairytale, Alice in Wonderland. 

In a conversation between her and the Cheshire Cat, Alice asked, “Would you tell 

me please which I ought to go from here?” “That depends a good deal alone where 

you want to get to,” said the cat. “I don’t much care where,” said Alice. “Then it 

doesn’t matter which way you go,” said the cat. 

 

If you don’t know destination, it really doesn’t matter which way you go. Because if 

you don’t know where you’re going, any road would get you there. And you see, the 

real irony of this road block is that it’s not a road block at all. That’s the problem. 

 

Often times, we got a wide, open field, and there’s no path and we’re just wondering 

wherever the wind blows us. You’ve got to, first of all, know destination. And see, 

that’s many of our problems with road blocks. We don’t know where we’re going. We 

absolutely do not know where we are going. 

 

Let me just read the lyrics to the theme song from the movie, Mahogany. It’s a song 

that came out decades ago, sung by Diana Ross. “Do you know where you’re going 

to? Do you like the things that life is showing you? Where are you going to? Do you 

know? Do you get what you’re hoping for when you look behind you, there’s no open 

doors? What are you hoping for? Do you know? Once, we were standing still in time, 

chasing the fantasies that filled our minds. You knew how I loved you but my spirit 

was free, laughing at the questions you once asked of me. Do you know where you’re 

going to? Do you like the things that life is showing you? Where are you going to? 

Do you know?” 

 

“Now, looking back at all we planned, we let so many dreams just slip through our 

hands. Why must we wait so long before we see how sad the answers to those 

questions can be? Do you know where you’re going to? Do you like the things that 

life is showing you? Where are you going to? Do you know?” 

 



 - 5 - 

And I’m going to give you three keys that will help you find your correct destination. 

Key number 1 is simply, "Write the vision and make it plain". Write the vision and 

make it plain. 

 

I’ve got several GPS units. I’ve got some built in my car. I’ve got one on my phone. I 

have one in my bag that I travel with. The GPS, that’s the Global Positioning 

System, but there’s also a God Positioning System. But what the GPS, with all of 

these sophisticated technology, with 24 satellites surfing the Earth that can 

literally pinpoint you with micro-inch accuracy, with all this technology, a GPS 

system is absolutely no good unless you put it in a destination. 

 

You cannot just cut on the GPS and just say, “Take me there”. Now, even I have a 

GPS. It responds to voice input. I don’t even have to type it. I can just push the 

button and tell it where I want to go. But the point is, I’ve got to tell it where I want 

to go. I’ve got to be specific. I’ve got to name a city. I’ve got to name a country. I’ve 

got to name a state. And I’ve got to name a street or point of interest. I’ve got to 

name something specific in order for the system to take me where I want to go. 

 

So, key number 1 is you need to write the vision and make it plain. That comes out 

of Habakkuk 2:1-3. It says, “I will stand upon my watch and set me upon the tower 

and we’ll watch to see what he will say unto me and what I shall answer I am 

reproved. And the Lord answered me and said, ‘write the vision and make it plain 

upon tables that he may run that readeth it for the vision is yet for an appointed 

time, but in the end it shall speak and not lie. Though it tarry, wait for it, because it 

will surely come. It will not tarry.” 

 

So, here, God is telling Habakkuk, “Write it down. Make it plain. Put it on tablets.” 

You need to write your destination down, and you need to write it down in detail 

and you need to write the 'what' of the thing. I’ve even begun a policy. 

 

Now, a lot of people contact me and they want business advice and this, I would not 

meet with people unless they write the stuff down. And my father, as I go through 

life, I understand that man had more wisdom than I can ever have. He would not 

meet with folk unless they wrote it down. And he would simply tell ‘em, “Write it 

down, and send it to me. Right then, and I'll talk with you.” And he said, “With most 

folk, I eliminated 90% of the people.” He said, “I eliminated 90% of the people 

because they wouldn’t write it down!” Writing it down does several things – number 

1, it clarifies it in your mind.  

 

My father, he had another statement. It simply went like this. He says, 

“Conversation maketh a ready man. Reading maketh a full man. But writing 

maketh an exact man.” You know, people who talk a lot, they’re ready to talk at any 

moment. You know what I’m saying? Conversation maketh a ready man. If you read 

a lot, it will fill you with a whole lot of stuff. But when you write, you become exact. 



 - 6 - 

So, write down your destination. Write down your vision and then write down the 

path clear. 

 

In business, it’s called a business plan. And often times, most of us will never leave 

the conversation. “I want to talk to you.” No, you write it down. You write it down so 

it’s clear to you first because if it’s not clear to you, I can’t straighten you out. You 

need to write it down clear. And, first of all, if you don’t have the diligence to write 

it down, you don’t have the diligence to follow through with it. Because to get to a 

definite destination, often, it takes the tenacity, it takes a distinct intuitiveness and 

if you don’t have the discipline and the diligence to write it down… 

 

Suppose the Bible was just in people’s head and wasn’t written down. Could you 

imagine what type of stuff we would have if God didn’t write? They broke it and he 

wrote it in stone. So, you need to write down vision. And you need to write it down 

exactly. 

 

JM Powell says, “If you want to make your dreams come true, the first thing you 

have to do is wake up.” Turn to the person next to you. Just tell him, “Wake up.” If 

you want to make your dreams come true, the first thing you have to do is wake up. 

And sometimes, people, we have dreams, we have fantasies, and it’s just not based 

in reality. That’s why you need to write this stuff down. And you need to write it 

down on where you’re going and how you’re going to get there.  

  

I had dreams and fantasies as a child. You know, if I could just pick what I wanted 

to be, I would’ve been the heavyweight champion of the world. I would’ve been the 

heavyweight champion of the world, but that was a fantasy. 

 

And some of us, we have fantasies and they’re not true visions. They’re not destinies 

of God. We’re just living flights of fantasy. I remember I was at a photo shoot and I 

was actually there with Evander Holyfield. He won the heavyweight champion of 

the world. At the time, he was on a different weight class and both of us were the 

same size. And I was standing there, looking at the photo shoot and I was thinking 

about it. I said, “He don’t look that tough to me.” 

 

And I was in real good shape, you know, and I was in karate. My muscles were 

shields and I was thinking to myself, “Shoot, I think I can take him!” That really 

what was in my head; that was what was running through my mind. But see, that 

was a fantasy. This man was already world class. That man would’ve beaten me 

into a pulp. He was well class. But I had this fantasy in my head. 

 

See, some of us, we deal with fantasies, not facts, and not reality, and not divine 

destinies, and we wonder why our road is blocked and you got something in your 

mind. That thing ain’t worth a – you know what I’m saying? You get beat to a pulp 

trying to follow that thing. You’re not making any sense. 
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So, write it down. Write it down. Write it down. And see, when you write stuff down, 

the other thing that it will do: It will help to focus you and eliminate a whole lot of 

frivolous stuff.  

 

A lot of times, you’re talking to people, they’ve got ten things they want to do. “I 

want to do this; I want to do this; I’m going to do this; I’m going to do that.” I said, 

“Wait a minute!” “I want to do this, and this,” and I said, “Wait a minute! Look, you 

don’t have the resources yet to do one thing!” 

 

When you write it down, it will help focus you into really what you’re supposed to be 

doing. Often times, the best way to get a person off the right track is to give him 

something else to do. The best thing to get him off of a God thing is to give him 

another good thing and they go following this good thing and you all know the type 

of people. They’re going to start one project, don’t finish that, start another project, 

don’t finish that, start and they leave all these projects hanging and they become a 

jack of all trades and a master of none. 

 

So, we need to be definitive and diligent and specific in our writing it down. Make it 

plain upon tables and then, put it where you can see it. And number two: map out 

the waypoints. Now, a waypoint, in a GPS system and on a map, is a stop or a 

checkpoint along the route. 

 

Very rarely can you have a great destination and you don’t have checkpoints. If you 

say, “I want to be a doctor,” or, “I want to be a lawyer”. First thing you got to do is 

finish High School. That’s a waypoint. Do you understand? You’ll never be a lawyer, 

you’ll never be a doctor, if you don’t finish High School. 

 

“I want to be an engineer.” So, in whatever you want to do, there are always 

waypoints along the path and sometimes, if you don’t write down your program in 

detail with your waypoints along the path, the enormousness of it all can sometimes 

get you discouraged. You don’t have to worry about being a doctor right now. What 

you have to do right now: Make all A’s in High School. That’s your waypoint, but 

your future and your ultimate goal, “I want to be a doctor.” So, you make all A’s in 

High School. That’s your waypoint and that’s where we begin. So, start where you 

are. 

 

Now, some of us, sometimes, we’ve got these goals and they really may not make a 

whole lot of sense and if they don’t make a whole lot of sense, that’s going to be the 

third part. But wherever you are, create your waypoints. And, people, no matter 

where you are right now… Though no one can go back and make brand new start, 

anyone can start from where they are and make a brand new ending. You can’t go 

back and make a brand new start, but you can start from where you are and make a 

brand new ending. 
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And point number 3, key number 3: Check with God and check with wisdom. And I 

would even tell you to check with wisdom first. You say, “What check? Well, what’s 

for checking?” Yeah, because sometimes, we get it wrong coming from God. 

Everyone calms me when I did, it hadn’t been anybody who calms me who has not 

said, “God told me this. God gave me this idea. I know God told.” And we just miss 

this sometimes. So, you need to check with wisdom first, and check with someone 

who has success in that area. You check with some wisdom. 

 

And then, people, even before you check with wisdom, we’re in such an electronic 

age, just go in the Internet and search out your stuff, whatever you want to do. I 

was talking to a person the other day and they were telling about this business, 

they’ve been talking about it for years. I said, "Have you done a business plan with 

it?” “No.” “Have you just gone on the internet and just spend 15 minutes 

researching what other experts –“ “No.” I said, “You’ve been thinking about this 

thing, talking about this thing for years and you have done no research on it at all?” 

“No.” I said, “Are you really not serious what you’re talking about? You’re just 

blowing hot air, talking about a fantasy like I was and Evan Holyfield. You’re really 

not serious about this thing.” 

 

So, do your research on it. And check with wisdom no matter where that wisdom is. 

Because sometimes, see, people, you know, Proverbs 12:15 says, “The way of a fool 

is right in his own eyes. But he that hearkeneth unto council is wise.” 

 

So, these, just these three points of this first part of three in clearing some road 

blocks – first of all, get your destination straight and understand your destination, 

your motivation for the destination in truth. Here, a lot of people turn out, you 

know, “I want to get married.” Why? “So, I don’t want to be alone.” That’s not a good 

enough reason. “I want to get married, so I can go out and I got somebody to go with 

me.” That’s not a good enough reason. So, you need to know your reason as to why. 

 

So, if you don’t have you reason as to why, you’re going to end up getting messed up. 

You know, so you really need to understand the “why” and the true reason to the 

destination that you have set into your life. Because if you don’t understand the 

true reason, often times, you get the thing and you’re going after the thing for the 

wrong reason, and when you get it, you’re not satisfied with it. 

 

Clearing Road Blocks… You can go to www.brothersoftheword.com, listen to all 

three parts of this series. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because, brother, you need the Word. 

 

Amen, amen, and amen. God really wants to take us, I truly believe, to some new 

places, new heights, new destinations and to fulfill some dreams and visions that 

we have had for so long. But for one reason or another, we have been blocked from 
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those. So, beginning today, set your destination for those of you who want a new 

course. And write it down. Go write it down today. 

 

I was on the way to church here this morning and my son asked me about the Navy 

Seal test that we were working on to complete and once I injured my knee, I had 

stopped it and told him I was going to start but he said, “But, Daddy, you said you 

were going to start by training to run and you were going to start running a minute 

a day and increase it by 1 minute each day.” He said, “Have you done that yet?” 

 

Turn to the person next to you. Tell him, “Have you done that yet?” See, it’s a whole 

lot of stuff we say we were going to do but have you done that yet? And sometimes, 

in the mouth of a child comes some real heavy-duty stuff. “Have you done that yet?” 

And I had to be honest. I said, “No, I haven’t done that yet.” 

 

Then, he asked the next big question. Exactly. He asked the next big question. Now, 

this is the answer that most of us give to that next big question of when you’re going 

to start. The answer that most people give is when – tomorrow. So, you know what 

I’m going to do? And as I build up my knee, I knew that I needed to start running, 

just increase it in 1-minute intervals. Just 1 minute increments. 

 

You know what I told my son when I was going to start? (Pastor jogs in place.) “25, 

26… I’m starting right now. 28, 30, 40, 50… That’s 1 minute.” Now, see, that’s a 

little different understanding of running with a vision. And sometimes, it’s literal. 

And we procrastinate. “When are you going? Have you done it? When are you going 

to start?” And whenever you say, “I’m going to start tomorrow,” tomorrow never 

comes. 

 

So, for many of you, and you got these road blocks, you need to start today. Right 

now. You may need to pull out your pad and start writing your stuff down right 

now. Start immediately and God has a destiny for you but he cannot bring you into 

the destiny until you clear the road blocks, until you start running with the vision. 

  

 

 


