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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. And today, I 

begin a series called, “The Secret Verse of Contentment”. This is a verse that some 

of you may have heard but I’ve never heard anyone preached on it and I’ve really 

never seen it expounded upon but as I was going through the Bible, reading, one 

day, and as I read this verse, I said, “Oh my goodness! If people could just grasp the 

three principles in this verse, they could be content.” 

 

Now, over in Philippians 4:11, Paul says, in the NIV translation, “I am not saying 

this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.” 

He says, “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 

whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” And in that next 

verse is the one we all now – Philippians 4:13. “I can do all this through him who 

gives me strength.” 

 

But Paul didn’t say that was the secret because there are plenty of Christians who 

are in Christ but not content. He says, “I’ve learned the secret of being content.” 

And, see, often, a secret is not exposed overtly and obviously and publicly. A secret 

is sometimes hidden that you have to dig for and scratch for and uncover and be 

revealed. And yet, I saw within these verses that I read – the day that I discovered 

the secret verse of contentment and the three components – and if you can get those 

three components, I believe you’ll have a key to contentment. 

 

In Genesis 33, and this is the story of Jacob and Esau and for those who know it or 

don’t know it, Jacob and Esau were brothers and Jacob tricked Esau out of his birth 

right and he had gone away to keep Esau from killing him and he had done well 

and he was coming back and he was bringing all that he had achieved and all that 

he had acquired and he was bringing all of these gifts to his brother, Esau, so Esau 

wouldn’t kill him because he had stolen the birth right and made Esau mad and he 

was afraid of Esau. So, he was bringing all of this stuff to Esau to appease Esau and 

to buy Esau all if you would so Esau would kill him. 

 

So, here, beginning in Genesis 33’s 1st verse, “And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and 

looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men.” Now, if you got 

somebody that’s coming to kill you and it’s not just them but they bring their whole 

posy, their whole clan, all that boys – he got four hundred men. So, here, Jacob 

looks up and he sees Esau coming with 400 men. “And he divided the children unto 

Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.” 

 

And down to verse 8, “And he said, “What meanest thou by all this drove which I 

met?” This is Esau talking to Jacob and Jacob says, “And he said, These are to find 

grace in the sight of my lord.” 
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Basically, what he said was, “Look man, this is to get your favor. I know I had did 

you wrong.” And sometimes, people, you know when you’ve done somebody wrong. 

You know when you’ve unjustly taken something from somebody. And he said, 

“Look, this is just to buy you off, man – to get your favor to keep you from killing 

me.” This is to find grace. 

 

Sometimes, when you’ve done someone wrong, you need to go ahead and just be 

humble about the thing. He even called him, “My lord.” He basically said, “Look, 

man, I’m bringing you all these. I did you wrong but help me. Have some mercy on 

me.” That’s basically what he said. 

 

See, some of us can do folk wrong and we still got the hardiest – attitude. You’ve 

done wrong and still with, “Well, so what!?” You know, sometimes you just need to 

humble yourself. 

 

“These are to find grace in the sight of my Lord.” And in verse 9 of the 33rd chapter 

of Genesis, here is a part of this secret verse of contentment. “And Esau said”. Now, 

understand this: Here, Jacob is bringing Esau all of this stuff – cattle and all of this 

great drove and great hurts and all of this possession. And in verse 9 of the 33rd 

chapter of Genesis, “And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast 

unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy 

sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as 

though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me.” 

 

And this 33rd chapter of Genesis, verse 11, is what I call “The Secret Verse of 

Contentment”. “Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God 

hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And because I have 

enough…” 

 

And I want to start with the third part of this secret verse of contentment. There 

are three major portions but the 3rd part – the conclusion, the final analysis, the 

final distilling of this wisdom – and both brothers said. Esau said, “No, brother, 

keep all these, I’ve got enough.” And Jacob says, “I’m bringing you all of these 

because I’ve got enough.” The third part of this secret verse of contentment is the 

dawning of the realization that you have got enough. 

 

Turn to the person next to you and just tell them, “You’ve got enough and too 

much.” It’s the first part of understanding and becoming content is to understand 

that you have enough and too much. You see, the definition from the dictionary of 

actually being rich is defined as “having wealth or great possessions, abundantly 

supplied with resources.” 

 

This is a Brother Point: You are rich; you just don’t realize it. You are rich. You just 

do not realize it. 
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The richest man in the Bible, Solomon, had 1000 women. He had 700 wives and 300 

concubines. Now, men, I don’t know your opinion. Some of you may have a different 

quantitative analysis than I do. I don’t know your opinion, but in my humble 

judgment and opinion, a thousand women is a lot of women. I don’t know. Some of 

you may have been like Wilt Chamberlain, only he had 20,000 women. And some of 

you may be sitting there listening to me on television and you say, “That ain’t 

nothing! A thousand women is nothing!” But to me – to Pastor Nathaniel Bronner, 

Jr. – to me, a thousand women is a lot of women. That’s a few more women than I 

can handle, about 999 more than I can handle. So, that’s a lot of women. 

 

So, Solomon had a thousand women and he had 4,000 garages for his cars. And you 

say, “Well, they didn’t have cars back then.” They didn’t. They had chariots and 

horses and when you read over in II Chronicles 9:25, it says, “And Solomon had four 

thousand stalls for horses and chariots.” 

 

I’m relating it so some men can understand. When a man got a woman or women in 

cause, he’d load. Do you understand what I mean? So, Solomon had a thousand 

women and 4,000 garages for his rides. This man was living high on the horse, if 

you understand. I’m putting it where you can.  

 

This man was living but yet, in Ecclesiastes 1:1, it says, “The words of the Preacher, 

the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” This was Solomon writing this. He says, 

“Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.” 

 

So, here was a man with a thousand women and 4,000 garages to keep his rides in 

and here he is saying, “All is vanity.” And when you read further, Solomon says that 

out of a thousand women, he’s not found one upright among them. He had a 

thousand women and one pleased with any of them. 

 

Some of you men are thinking, “If I can just get me a woman on this side…” 

Solomon had a thousand women on his hide. He had 250 on the left side, 250 on the 

right side, 250 on the front, and 250 on the back. And he said out of all the 

thousand, he wasn’t happy with any of them. He said, “All is vanity.” 

 

You’ve got to understand. You may not be as rich as Solomon but you’ve got enough 

and too much. You’ve got to understand that you are rich. Let me just break things 

down where you could get a better grip. 

 

If you earn just minimum wage, here in the US – just minimum wage – you earn 

more than 88% of the people in the world. That’s roughly 9 out of 10, if you just 

make the minimum. So, if you’re working at all, you have to earn at least minimum 

wage. So, if you’re working at all, you earn more than basically 9 out of 10 people in 

the world. 
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Over 90% of the people in the world don’t own a car – way over 90%. Yet, some of us 

here, when you travel and if you around the world, you’ll see most of the people 

walk or they ride bicycles. Or at most, they have a little motor scooter and yet, only 

the very rich will have a car and, often, this is a little-bitty car. Now, let me just put 

it where you can understand. 

 

Not only do most of you here have a car, some of you even have 2 cars. Because, see, 

even in the countries where a family may be blessed with a car, it’s 1 car for family. 

Some of you got 2 cars and let me take it even further, even deeper. 

 

Most people around the world… Their homes and their houses… They all live in one 

little room and some people, they cannot even comprehended the level of your 

wealth. What do you mean they can’t comprehend the level of your wealth? Not only 

do they not have a car, but some of you listening to me right now, some of you all 

rich dogs, not only do you have a car, not only do you have a house but you’ve got a 

house for your car. 

 

And for most of the world, it’s incomprehensible. It’s called a garage. You’ve got not 

just a car, not just a house; you got a house to put your car in. You are rich beyond 

measure and some of you got 2 car-houses. Some of you even have houses with 3-car 

garages and you’ve got 2 cars and the other space is for your extra stuff – for your 

junk. And most of the time, those of us with garages, we got the extra space piled up 

with junk. So, not only do you have extra house, you’ve got a house for your junk. 

You’re rich beyond measure and you’ve got the 1st rule of contentment. 

 

It’s to understand, brother, “I’ve got enough.” We’ve got clothes. And most of the 

time, the difficulty that many of us have is not that we have nothing to wear. 

Timothy said, “Having ye food and raiment, be ye content.” We’ve got food, we’ve got 

too much food and the clothing – often times, the difficulty that we have with 

clothing is not that we don’t have clothes, it’s not that our clothes have holes in it, 

it’s in we’ll go in look at the closet and we’ll say to ourselves, “Lord, I have nothing 

to wear. “The rod is bit down like a horseshoe, packed tight.” And we’ll stand there 

looking. 

 

“Lord, I’ve got nothing to wear.” Most of the world, they got 1 or 2 articles of 

clothing. They have to wear it in the day and wash it by night and we all stand 

there and look at our clothes bit down to the ground, saying, “Lord, I have nothing 

to wear.” 

 

And we had our banquette yesterday and I want the ladies on the front row to come 

up for this. All of those who have the special dressed and they all understand why I 

ask them to come up. Come on up in the pulpit. I just want the television… 
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The reason yesterday at the banquet: One of the young ladies was saying how she 

was standing in front of her closet and had nothing to wear. And she called up 

Lucricia, and she said, “Lucricia, I have nothing to wear!” And Lucricia said, “Well, 

come follow me.” They went to the thrift store. Do you see all of these beautiful 

dresses? They went to the thrift store and all of these dresses, the least expensive 

was $3. The most expensive was $10. All of these dresses that you see, all of these 

elegant beauties, ranged from $3 to $10. 

 

Now see, some of you, I said, “Look, would you all mind just coming up and just 

showing the people what they could do?” Because some of you out there, right now, 

are thinking, “I can’t even –“ Go to the thrift store. See, some of you all want to go to 

big-named stores with brand new stuff with a sales person to help you while you sip 

you some latté and you want to pay $500 for a dress. And you can use some wisdom 

or some sense and go to the thrift store and get the same $500 dress for $5, less the 

latté.  

 

Go to Starbucks and get you some latté for the extra $5 but the point is, people, we 

have more than enough in this country and all of these dresses came out of closets 

where they had to clear out to make room for some new stuff. You can all can be 

seated now. I thank you for coming up and just showing the people. 

 

This, people, is the 1st part of the Verse Contentment. It’s to understand that we 

have enough and too much. This is a 20-dollar bill. Some people, this $20 may be 

alright for a few hours and if I gave it to somebody, it would bring you a little bit, 

you know, so that’s very nice of the pastor to give me $20. 

 

But this $20 to over half of the world represents 2 weeks’ worth of salary. For over 

half of the world, $20 represents 2 weeks’ worth of salary and that’s what many of 

you all rich dogs spend on lunch and it represents 2 weeks of salary to half of the 

world. And sometimes, we get so rich and we get so fabulous. 

 

I was at a hotel recently. I checked into the hotel and there was a queen-sized bed 

and there were 8 pillows on the bed. 8 pillows on them… it took me a lot of work 

just stacking the pillows out of the way so I can lay down! There were 8 pillows on 

the bed. We are so used to so much luxury and I was trying to think to myself, 

“Now, who would complain about only 2 pillows being on the bed.” But sometimes, 

we get so wrapped in luxury that we forget. 

 

And this is a Brother Point: Joy is never in a thing; it’s in our and other’s perception 

of the thing. I’ll give you a good example. 

 

Years ago, my brother had a car telephone. He was the first one anyone knew who 

had a car telephone. It was a big deal because the car telephone was expensive. You 
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had to get on a reserve list. It was a car-radio telephone, but to have a phone in your 

car 20 years ago was serious. 

 

I got my first cell phone when I had my gold Corvette. Very few people had a cell 

phone at the time but if you remember the original cell phones, they were big like a 

big shoebox. I had to almost carry it around in a briefcase and mount it in the car. 

 

But in the Gold Corvette, I had this phone mounted and it had a little antenna on 

the back. I was cool. Woo! I was cool. That thing was sharp because no one else had 

a cell phone. No one else had a phone in that car. So, when my brother had it, no 

one had one. When I got it, very few people had one. So, it was serious. When you 

made a call, you had to let people know you were calling from the car because it was 

a lot per minute, but it was a bit, “I’m calling from the car. I can be on but just a few 

seconds.” Yeah, it was serious and it was a big deal. 

 

Now, everyone’s got a cell phone and it’s no big deal. The phone has not changed. As 

a matter of fact, the phone is better. Back then, you couldn’t even haul them around 

because they were too big. The phone is better but it no longer has the prestige. It 

no longer brings people to joy. It no longer brings you the elevation that it used to. 

It wasn’t the phone that changed; it was people’s views with the phone. 

 

So, people, often times, our joy and happiness is not in the stuff; it’s in the attitude 

towards the stuff and when you understand that you’ve got enough and too much 

when you change your attitude and realize how rich you really are. 

 

This is another Brother Point: All discontentment focuses on what we lack and what 

someone else has who has the appearance of having more. All discontentment 

focuses on what we lack. 

 

There was a lady in her and her son and they lived in the forest and all of a sudden, 

one day, this huge tornado came – took the little boy and the tornado just whisked 

him straight up into the sky out of sight, just gone. And the momma just went 

down. “Oh, Lord! My son! Oh, Lord! My only son is gone! Please, Lord! Please! 

Please return him!” She’s standing. Tears were just falling down. She’s just 

weeping, wrecked with sorrow and just cried. All of a sudden, here comes the wind 

and the cloud and all of a sudden, her son dropped right in front of her, totally 

unharmed. And momma looked up and ran and hugged him and then looked up to 

Heaven and said unto God, “Lord, when he left, he had on a hat!” 

 

Sometimes, God has given us life, given us health, given us strength, given us food, 

given us all of this stuff and we focus on and blame God because we’re missing a hat 

and it doesn’t even matter. So, people, if we can understand The Secret Verse of 

Contentment – “Brother, I have enough.” 
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I spend a week in the Amazon Jungle – poorest people by man’s roofs that I have 

ever seen. The children there were fascinated over an ink pen. To them, an ink pen 

was like a spaceship but they had joy and peace like I’d never seen. And I remember 

going through the village and everyone said, “We’re going to the rich man’s house 

tonight.” And I expected this huge marbled floor and fabulous mansion. When we 

got the rich man’s house, it was a straw hut but that the thing that separated him 

from everyone else, he had a generator. And at night, when everyone else was in the 

dark, he would crank up his generator and he had light and he was called “The Rich 

Man”. 

 

Everyone of you all rich dogs out there, now, when you go on, you’ll flip on the light. 

When you open the door, your cool air condition will blow you in the face. You’ll take 

your remote control. Get on your couch. Push the button. Turn on your cable, 

coming on. You’re all rich dogs. You got a hundred times more than the rich man 

had in the Amazon but people appreciated and understood because they could see 

his blessing. 

 

We are so surrounded by them, we become numb and dulled and focused just on the 

missing hat. And God has blessed your socks off. And we don’t understand it. 

Brother, you’ve got enough and too much. 

 

This is Part 1. You can go to Brothers of the Word to listen to Parts 2 and Part 3 of 

The Secret Verse of Contentment. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word because, brother, you need the Word. 

 

Amen, amen, amen… And I didn’t mean anything disrespectful by calling you all 

rich dogs but I think you all understand the slang and you understand the lingo. 

Y’all rich! Oh, you rich! Oh, you’re just so rich! Oh my goodness, you are rich! 

 

And when you understand that – when you understand how rich you are – people, I 

really know how much God has blessed me and as I was walking here this morning, 

walking up the steps, I told you once ago I had hurt my knee. My knee feels fine 

now. They would go up and down the steps but there’s no problem.  

 

You don’t appreciate stuff ‘til you lose it. I mean, I’m rich just to have some good 

knees. I’m rich to have good knees and our next-door neighbor – my wife called me 

two days ago and said they just rushed him to the hospital because he had hip-

replacement surgery and something had gone wrong. He had gotten a clot in his 

back. His legs were paralyzed all the way down. Some of you all got hips on you 

that’s good. 

 

Do you understand what I mean? You got some hips and them hips are workin’ and 

movin’ and swingin’. You got some hips that’s good. You don’t have to have a hip 

replacement. God gave you some dog-gone-good A-class stainless-steel hips to start 
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with but you don’t appreciate the hips that you’ve got because you see somebody 

else and somebody else got a little more curve in that hip than you do so you go 

fussing about the hip you got. 

 

People, you are rich beyond imagination and when you understand how rich you 

are, you become more and more thankful and give God more praise and you fuss 

less and you complain less about what you think you are missing and focus on that 

which has graced you with. So, it’s the first part of that Secret Verse of 

Contentment. 

 

There’ll come a point that you’ll become so content that even when things may come 

to you where you can get more, you reach a point where you’ll be able to say, “That’s 

OK, brother. That’s OK, sister. That’s OK, World. I’ve got enough.” Amen. Pastor 

James, you can close us in. 

 

Amen, amen, amen… This is indeed a message that we all needed to hear because 

we can all see in one or more different areas from time to time but I even had that 

revelation the other day. I was out in nature and it just seemed like the trees and 

grass and the sun are just glistening off everything and I just told God, you know, 

“This eyesight that you’ve given us… It’s worth more than millions of dollars.” If 

somebody offered me $10,000,000 for my eyesight, I wouldn’t take it. I would rather 

have my eyesight. So I said, “I thank you, Lord. This is a millions-of-dollars gift. I 

wouldn’t give it up for $50,000,000 just to be able to see.” 

 

So, you don’t realize that value of it and some of you all are scratching their heads 

and they’re like, “Mmmmm…” but I wouldn’t give up my vision for $50,000,000. 

 

To comment on what Pastor James said, there was a man once. He was in church 

and there was a lady in the balcony and she was jumping up and down, praising the 

Lord. She slipped and fell and she grabbed onto the chandelier and her dress flew 

above her head. And the priest said, “Alright, now, any man who looks at this 

women is going to be struck blind!” And the woman was a real, fine woman. And 

there was this man sitting on the congregation. He put his hand over his right eye. 

He said, “I’m going to risk this left eye!” So, some of you all might sell that left eye 

for $25,000,000! 


