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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. And today is
Part 2 of a three-part series called “The Secret Verse of Contentment” and this is a
verse that I’ve never heard anyone preach on the floor but yet, as I was reading the
Bible and read this verse, I realize the awesome power within the three components
of this verse.

And if we can just grasp this verse that I call “The Secret Verse of Contentment”
and put these principles in action in our lives, it will change us and allow us to be
content and that verse is Genesis 33:11 and this is a story that I outlined in Part 1.
You can go to www.brothersoftheword.com. Listen to the entire series.

It is as Jacob was bringing to Esau all of these gifts to make peace with his brother
so that his brother so that his brother wouldn’t kill him and here he says, “Take, I
pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously
with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it.”

In Part 1, I dealt with the final part of that called “Because I Have Enough”. And
today, I want to deal with just that middle section, “Because God Has Dealt
Graciously with Me by God’s Grace”.

And God just spoke a word to me, just dealing with contentment. And it was this.
And this is a brother point. He says this. “To some, life is a never-ending trial. To
others, it is miracles each day. Each often starts in identical circumstances. One
ends in the garden of delight. The other ends in a pit of despair.” And I want to just
even begin.

I took my own, little-bitty, smart car. I had some issues with it and I took it to the
dealer, the Buckhead Smart Center and there, the service advisor whose name is
Everett Man, every time I go there, he has a great, wise, word, and just sometimes,
even just in his greeting. And I saw Mr. Man and I told him, “How are you doing?”
And he spoke these words in terms of how he was doing. He said, “I’m doing a whole
lot better than I deserve. I’m doing a whole lot better than I deserve by God’s grace.”

Mr. Man recognized that if true justice were served, he would be doing a lot worse
but it is by God’s grace, it is by God’s mercy, it is what Jacob realized. And he says,
“Because God has been gracious with me.” And we can understand how gracious
God has been with us.

The word for “Thank you” in Spanish is “gracias”. It’s root is grace and when you
understand that God has been gracious with you, you will become thankful for the
things in your life. And some people are saying, “But, Pastor, I’ve got some things
wrong in my life. I have some stuff that I need improving. I’ve got some things
missing in my life.”

www.brothersoftheword.com
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For all of those who say that you have some stuff wrong, that you have some stuff
missing in your life, I got one word for you. Duh! Yes, you have got some stuff wrong
in your life. Yes, you have some stuff missing. Who does not? It is a fact that the
physical existence in this realm. Yes, you have some stuff wrong and, duh, you have
got some stuff wrong, but the key in life – and this key to contentment – is not
recognizing that you have some stuff wrong. It’s recognizing how gracious God has
been.

You say, but Jacob said – Look at how much stuff Jacob had. He was able to bring
Esau all of these cattle and all of these crops and all of this great, big, abundance of
material things. Yes, Jacob could say that. Look how much Jacob had. Jacob had
some stuff.

Let me tell you some of the stuff Jacob had going on. First of all, he had to flee his
home because his brother wanted to kill him. Jacob had some family problems.
Then, Jacob father loved Esau more than he loved Jacob. So, he had an issue with
the sibling whom the daddy loved even more than he did. And here, he loved his
mother and he loved his father but he couldn’t go back home because of family
problems. Jacob had family problems. Then, he worked for Laban who tricked him
into marrying a weak-eyed woman.

Now, the Bible says that Rachel was the woman who he really wants. See, some of
you all got some stuff that you really want but the stuff you got are not quite what
you want. You all say “Amen” to that. Some of you got some stuff that you really
want but the stuff that you got is not really what you want. He really wanted
Rachel but he got Leah and the Bible describes Rachel as the woman who was
lovely in form, but Rachel had weak eyes.

Now, I do not even know what the Bible fully meant by weak-eyed but whatever it
was, it was not complementary. So, here, Jacob was stuck with a woman. He had to
work seven years for her that had weak eyes. So, Jacob had some issues and then he
was married to two sisters – one with the weak eyes and the other, the beautiful
one, but she wasn’t happy. She wasn’t happy.

In Genesis 29:31 it says, “And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated –“. Now,
these are the words that the Bible used. Leah was hated. It was talking about Leah
and, here, her husband, Jacob. So, the Bible says, basically, Jacob hated Leah.
Jacob had some problems.

And it says that “When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her wound
but Rachel was barren.” And over in Genesis 30:22, the Bible goes on to say, “And
Jacob’s angle was kindled against Rachel. And he said, am I in God’s stead who had
withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?”
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What basically Jacob was telling was he said, “Look, it’s not my fault that you can’t
have any children. You’re mad at me?” He said, “I’m not God. I didn’t’ do it. It’s not
my fault.” So, here, Jacob, on one end, had a woman as far as he was concerned, was
ugly, and another woman, here, was not happy, just fussing at him because she
could not have any. Jacob had some problems. So, all of you who think, “But Jacob
says that the Lord has been gracious to me”, that he did not have any problems, you
have not read your Bible.

The other problem Jacob had: his boss was underpaying him and trying to cheat
him on every turn. Jacob had problems on the job. So, the man had problems on the
job. The man had problems back with his original family. The man had problems
with his wives. Jacob had some issues, but yet, Jacob was able to see and to say,
“But God hath dealt graciously with me.”

He did not go to complaining about all of the stuff that is going wrong in his life. He
did not go to complaining about the seven years he had to spend working for Laban.
And if you notice in the Bible, when he got to the end of it all, when he was near
death, he said, “Bury me next to Leah.”

Sometimes, people, the very thing that you may not want turns out to be – in the
end – the thing that you really love. God can sometimes orchestrate your world and
the very thing that you may not want turns out to be the very thing. “Lay me next
to her. Forget about all this form and beauty. This woman has something on the
inside that the weak-eyed did not show. Lay me next to her when I die.”

So, there is a part of the orchestration of God. Jacob understood for God has been
gracious to him. See, the problem, often, that we have as humans. My father used to
put it like this. He says, “We are a ten-day people.” We only remember what has
happened in the last ten days, and God has been gracious.

I remember years ago when I had my motorcycle accident. I was fourteen years old,
87 miles an hour, wiped out on a curb. It should have killed me or paralyzed me. I
have met people going half this fast completely paralyzed from a motorcycle
accident, but sometimes, you have a tendency to forget, and I have been literally
walking in grace for over 40 years. I should have been paralyzed. It was my fault. I
was speeding. I was doing something reckless. I have literally been walking in grace
for 40 years.

And, sometimes, we’ll get a tow wake and we’ll go to complaining because that’s the
thing that’s currently bothering us, and we’ll forget about God, whereby, by our
accord, we would have been paralyzed. And you’ve been walking in grace for 40
years, you forget that 40 years, but when you bring it back to your remembrance,
then you begin to understand.
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I’ve been walking in grace and, sometimes, when things look like they may come
against you, I have to go and I have to remember back and I have to tell, sometimes,
“People, hold my mule.” \

What do you mean? It’s an old, old preaching joke about this old farmer and he went
to church and he was in this sophisticated church and he would just stand up in the
middle. He would praise and holler out, “Hallelujah”, and, finally, the deacon board
came to see the farmer. He was out in the field, plowing, and the deacon board
walked up and now, there are deacons. They said, “Look, Brother Jones, we had to
come talk to you because you’re praising too much. You are hallelujah-ing too much.
You are disturbing our service, and, brother Jones – “Look. Every time, I think
about the grace of God.”

“Every time I look at over my crops and I see the rain that is coming down, and the
sun that is coming down, and I see my crops climbing up… Every time I look at my
children and I see they are in health and they are in strength, every time I look at
my wife…” He said, “As a matter of fact, old Father Jones, I feel like praising the
Lord right now,” and he handed the ring. He said, “Hold my mule.”

Sometimes, people, you have got to just say, “Hold my mule,” and you just hand it to
somebody when you really understand the grace of God, and you really go to
thinking back unto what you could have been. Then, you are going to say, “Hold my
mule. I need to praise God right now for what He has done for me.”

God has blessed us beyond our imagination, but our memory sometimes are so
short. I knew this in the natural. Sometimes, I have done things for people, and
they have been big things, but let time go by. Let time go by. Let more than 10 days
go by, or 10 weeks, and some or all of that stuff, they forget it, and all they want to
know is like the Janet Jackson song, “What have you done for me lately?” You could
have bailed him out of pure hell and all they wonder is, “What have you done for me
lately?” and they will forget all about it. And it’s the way that we do God, we do
people, the same way we do God, and we’re just a 10-day people and we don’t
understand the grace that has been given.

It reminds me of the man I used to see on the street a lot. I would give him a lot. I
would sometimes give him ten or twenty dollars. And every time he saw me, he
would brighten up because he knew he was going to get a big chunk of money out of
me. And one day, I reached in my wallet and I only had a dollar in my wallet. And I
gave him the dollar and I  said, “This is all I’ve got.” And when he looked at me, he
had been so beaming and so smiling because he knew he was going to get all this
money. And he looked at the dollar and he just frowned.

Now, look. I did not owe the man a dime. I did not owe the man a penny. The man
had done nothing for me at all. So, that was no reason for me to give the man
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anything at all. All that I had given him, I did out of the grace and goodness of my
heart. I did not owe the man anything. Most folk would not even give him a dollar
but he had been so used to getting big money for me that when he got the dollar, he
frowned, and I heard God instantly speak. “Don’t give this man another dime.”

See, sometimes, people, because this week we got some trial and tribulations,
because this month, we got some trial and tribulation, we forget all that God has
done for us in the past because God has dealt graciously with me.

And Everett Man, when I brought my smart car in, the reason I brought it in – it’s a
convertible – the top wouldn’t go up and has rails that you can take the rails off of
the side and just air out and everything would just wrap, just no top whatsoever,
and the top wouldn’t go up. So, I brought the car in. It was almost time for the
service and I said, “Mr. Everett, my top wouldn’t go up.” I pushed the button and I
showed him. It gets to the rails and just stops, and I’ve taken these rails off a dozen
of times. I’ve searched the internet. I’ve looked in any way to adjust but I can’t find
anything. I don’t know. It just won’t go up.

I said, “You’ve got to have your mechanics to take a look at it, but while it’s here, go
ahead and service it.” So, I was standing there on the lobby. Mr. Man walked in. He
said, “Mr. Bronner, they’re servicing your car but I just called to let you know your
top is fixed.” I said, “But what was wrong with it?” He said, “Nothing.” I said, “What
do you mean nothing?” I said, “The top has been broken for the last few days. It
won’t go up. I’ve tried to let this top up fifty times. I’ve taken the rails off, put them
back on fifty times. I’ve searched – What do you mean nothing!?” He said, “There’s
nothing wrong.” He said, “The mechanic took the rail off, put the rail back on,
pushed to button, top went all the way up.” I said, “I got to see that. I got to talk to
that mechanic.” That’s exactly what I told him. He said, “Well, come on.”

So, Mr. Man took me back into the service but it was lady mechanic, and I asked, as
it was the first time I’d ever seen a lady mechanic in my life. See, there is something
about the touch of a woman. There’s just something about the touch of a woman. So,
I asked the lady. I asked, “What did you to the top? Did you adjust?” She said, “No. I
just took the rails off. I put them back on, pushed the button, top went up.”

So, there I am getting ready to pick up my car. I told Mr. Man, “I got to go check
this. Let me take these rails off again. Let me make sure she didn’t do something
special when she put them back that is going to work when I put them back on.”

So, I put them back on, pushed the button, top lit up fine, and Mr. Man said, “You
really don’t believe. You see it in your head but you don’t believe it in your heart.”
He said, “You are like the Great Blondini.” I said, “Who is the Great Blondini!?” The
Great Blondini was the first man to ever walk across Niagara falls on a tight rope.
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Niagara falls the distance, and I’ve been to Niagara falls. It’s an awesome, awesome
spectacle but one thing you do know, you do not want to fall in Niagara falls.

It’s about four football fields across Niagara falls and the Great Blondini – his
actual name was Blondin but he called him Blondini – and he said, “The Great
Blondini was the first man to walk across Niagara falls and he stretched a rope all
the way across.” And he said, “Blondini walked across Niagara falls and there was
this crowd of people all around, waiting to see this daring man walk across Niagara
falls.” And he said, “Blondini walked across Niagara falls, turned around and
walked back. Then, Blondini walked across again, took a rope, dropped it down in
the falls, pulled it back up with a glass of water, drunk the water, walked on across
and walked on back, and the crowd just went wild. ‘Blondini! Blondini!’ The crowd
just went crazy. Then, Blondini put on a blindfold, took some blankets and wrapped
it around him, walked across Niagara falls with a blindfold with blankets wrapped
around, turned around, walked back across. The crowd lost it. They just went to
cheering, ‘The Great Blondini! Blondini!’ They lost it. Women just fainted at The
Great Blondini. And then the Blondini, again, he took a wheelbarrow, put a stove in
the wheelbarrow, pushed the wheelbarrow to the middle of Niagara falls, lit the
stove, made an omelet, ate the omelet, pushed it onto the other side and then came
back with the wheelbarrow. When Blondini did that, the crowd went to another
level. They were just chanting, ‘Blondini can do anything. Blondini The Great! The
Great Blondini!’”

“And then, Blondini beckoned for them to quiet down. It took Blondini about ten
minutes just to get the crowd quieted down so Blondini could speak. And when
Blondini had gotten the crowd quieted down, Blondini asked them. He said, ‘Do you
trust me?’ and the crowd roared up again. It took him another five minutes to get to
them. ‘Yes, we trust you, Blondini! You can do anything! The Great Blondini!’” So, it
took him another five minutes to get the crowd quieted down. And then, Blondini
said, ‘All of those who trust me, come forward and I want to volunteer to ride across
in the wheelbarrow.’ And everybody went quiet.”

God says, “Do you trust me?” We’ve howled and praised and shouted but when it
comes time to get into the wheelbarrow, when it comes time to go across the chasm
of life, when it comes time to put your all in the hands of God, do you trust him?
And I understand how that can be. Sometimes, when God wants to take us to
another level, he will send us on a leap of faith and he will say, “Do you trust me? I
have been gracious to all of you.” And to be honest, people, I had some problems.
That’s why the man says, “You’re like the folk and The Great Blondini.”

He said, “You see it with your head, but you don’t believe the top is fixed in your
heart.” See, the people trusted Blondini in their head. Their logic told him that the
man could push a big stove across in the wheelbarrow, stop in the middle, light the
stove, cook an omelet, and eat the omelet. Logic told them. Their head told them
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that if Blondini could do all of that, that Blondini could carry them safely across and
back, their head told them that, but their heart did not trust Blondini.

Your head and your word tells you that God created the whole world with just His
word, but yet, some of us don’t trust His word to carry us across something he made.
We believe it in our head but we’ve got to get this thing in our heart because God
has dealt graciously with me. We’ve got to believe this thing in our heart and when
we understand how good God has been to us all through the years, and we don’t let
one day or one week or one month or one season of tribulation make us doubt and
question the goodness and the grace and the mercy of God. Do you trust him?

I have difficulty with it sometimes when he tells me to walk across on a tight rope
where it looks like I could fall, but I trust him because he has dealt graciously with
me. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because, brother, you
need the Word. Amen.


