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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. And
today is Part 3 of the series, “The Secret Verse of Contentment”, and in this
verse, the verse as I was reading the Bible, I realize that if people could
comprehend and utilize the three parts of this verse, it would bring much
greater contentment and joy and peace into their life.

And this verse is Genesis 33:11. It’s the story of Jacob and Esau as Jacob was
returning unto his brother, Esau, and I gave you the background in part 1.
You can go to www.brothersoftheword.com and listen to all three parts, but
the verse says, “Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee;
because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And
he urged him, and he took it.”

And in Part 1, I dealt with the last part of that verse simply “because I have
enough.” In Part 2, I dealt with the middle part “because God has dealt
graciously with me.” And today, in this last part in this three-part series, I
deal with the first part, “Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to
thee.”

And our subtitle of The Secret of Verse of Contentment: The Brought
Blessing. Now, you see, most of the world, they want a blessing that is
brought to them. Most of the world is waiting on the great fruit. We want
something given and something handed and something bestowed upon us.
We want to move to the next level and we want to break through from where
we are to where we should be. We want the brought blessing but that’s really
the way of the world and its mentality.

You see, the way of Christ is the blessing bringer. And when we can shift our
minds from where we have an attitude of “give me” to the attitude of “I give”,
it will change our contentment. When we can switch from the attitude of the
self-centeredness, “And Lord, what about my needs?” until we can shift to the
attitude of “Lord, what about their needs?” When we can shift from viewing
ourselves to viewing others, it will bring us much greater contentment.

So many of us are like the man in Luke 12:16, the New King James Version.
“Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man
yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do,
since I have no room to store my crops?’”

In other words, this is what he says, “I’ve got so much stuff, I don’t even have
anywhere to put it.” I want it again for you to turn to your neighbor and just
ask them, “Where are you going to put all of the stuff you’ve got?” This,
basically, is what the rich man said. He says, “Look, I’ve got so much stuff!”
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Let’s go back to the first part of this, “because I’ve got enough”. The rich man
says, “I’ve got so much stuff, I don’t even have sufficient space and room to
put my stuff.” Do you know that so many of us who are like that right now?
That’s why you drive to the city and you see the storied-houses that you rent.
Folk have so much stuff. Right now, if I would go into many of your houses
and open your drawers, if I go under your garage, there would be so many.
Some of the folk, you just open the glove compartment in your car and stuff
just falls out. Do you understand what I mean? You have to put it in and shut
the door in a hurry to keep it.

You don’t have room enough to put all of your stuff and the rich man was in
this same condition. He said, “I’ve got so much stuff, I don’t even have
anywhere to put it.” So, he said, “I will do this. I will pull down my barns and
build greater and, there, I will store all my crops and my goods, and I will say
to my soul, ‘Soul,’ –“ When was the last time you talked to your soul? “Soul,
you have many goods laid up for many years. Take your ease. Eat, drink, and
be married.”

See, often times, when we eat, drink, and be married, do you know we don’t
even have any room to put all of that either? And we have to go and buy some
bigger clothes because we don’t even have room to put all of the stuff that
we’ve got. “Soul, you’ve got it made and now you can take your ease.”

“But God said to him, ‘Fool!” Now, first of all, in a normal, natural society, we
would not think a rich man could possibly be a full. There’s the old adage that
goes, “A fool with his money are soon parted but the corollary to that is,
generally, a fool doesn’t get together with the money in the first place.” So, if
it is a rich man, very rarely will we call a rich man a cool simply by the virtue
that he is rich, but God sees differently from men. God says, “Fool! This
night, your soul will be required of you. Then, whose will those things be
which you have provided?”

“I got all this stuff. I got so much stuff. I got to build me some more houses to
put on. I got to build more garages, get bigger closets, get another bank
account, get mutual fund accounts, get investment accounts. I’ve got so much
stuff I don’t even have room enough to put all of my stuff.” God says, “Fool!
Tonight, thy soul will be required.”

And I want to just make sure we’re not fools with our stuff. He had more than
he could ever use, didn’t think about helping anybody with it, one at all, only
storing it all up for himself. God says, “Fool!” And yet, some of you are saying.
It’s running through your mind. “Well, pastor, I don’t have that kind of
money that I can get.”



People, it’s not all about money. Let me tell you something. In truth, what
most people need is not money. If you ask them, they would say that, but if
you went digging into it, what most people need in truth is not money. You
can give what you got but in order to do that, you have to change mentality
and you’ve got to change mentality from the “gimme” to the “I give”. You’ve
got to change it to the brought blessing but you’ve got to be the bringer of the
blessing – whole different mentality.

I want to just show you a short movie now. The movie is called “Mr. Happy
Man”. I want to ask Mr. Willy James Bradley if he would come up on stage
with me for just a second. You’ll see where I may I ask. I want you to just
look at Mr. Willy James, but you’ll understand why I’ll sit here in my seat. I
want you to put this hat on. Now, this hat probably won’t fit your head. I
bought this hat when I was in Arizona for my son, so it’s very small, but it
almost fit and alright. At least, you don’t have a big head. Sit down and you’ll
understand in a minute as I play.

It’s a very short movie but this movie is a documentary. It’s by Matt Maurice,
and for those of you who are watching this on television, I contacted Matt
Maurice and he gave me permission to air it on television but we cannot store
it online. So, if you go on listening online, the movie is going to be cut out but
you can go to www.mattmauricefilms.com and get the DVD with that and
many other of his movies on it. It’s called Mr. Happy Man. Go ahead and roll
Mr. Happy Man. I want to just show you something. This is a true story
about Mr. Happy Man, about what you can do in your life.

I thought that that short documentary – every word of it was true – will you
show what could be done with no money. He had no money. He had no pulpit,
no microphone, no television, but he changed a whole city and all he did was
gave of what he had.

And so, many of us think that we cannot give because, Lord, I don’t have
much. All he did was gave of what he had. They didn’t build a statue to either
preacher. They didn’t build it to any politician. They didn’t build it to any
businessman. They built it to a man who stood on the corner and changed
their hearts, and every one of you has the power to change hearts by simply
moving in to the brought blessing. And if all you can bring by simply telling
somebody “I love you” everyday, that thing will make a change in people over
time.

I asked for Willy James to stand up because he looked like Johnny Barnes.
And people, it lets you know that within every group, there is somebody who
can do the same thing. He even looked like the man, just not the smile. Just
tell him you love him.
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So, people, what this can do, to have a change in mentality... See, we are born
greedy and selfish. We are born that way. That’s why a little child, some of
his favorite words is “mine”, “that’s mine”, “it’s mine”. And children don’t
share because we are born in the nature of greed and only by elevating
ourselves into the mind of Christ will we ever change that and it’s difficult.
It’s unnatural.

I was talking with a person this week and I was talking with him about just
water. I said, “Look. You need to drink your water at room temperature.” And
he said, “I can’t drink water at room temperature. I even have to put my
glass in the freezer. I like my glass freezing cold. I can’t drink water at room
temperature.” I said, “You can’t drink it like that, because you’re simply not
used to it.” I said, “If you do it for 30 days, what you will find is you won’t be
able to drink it cold because it won’t taste natural. It’s what we’re used to and
we’re used to the self-centered “gimme” mode.”

If we get used to the “I’m going to bring the blessing” instead of “Lord, give
me a blessing”, if we get used to the taste of that, it will change our whole
mentality. It will change how we relate to others and it will bring up the joy
within us because, often times, people, when we go to focusing on just "what
we can get"; "how high we can rise"; "how bright we can shine"; it will never
bring us full joy because there will always be moments where won’t have
what we want and someone else will outshine us.

But if we focus on bringing the blessing, there’s never a day that you cannot
tell somebody I love you. There’s never a day that making that statement
won’t make a difference in someone’s life. It’s the brought blessing. Those
three parts of The Secret Verse of Contentment, “I have enough because God
has been gracious with me and I will bring the blessing.”

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. You can go to
www.brothersoftheword.com and listen to this entire series but the movie
will not be online but you can go to www.mattmauricefilms.com and order the
DVD for yourself. Thank you again for joining us today at Brothers of the
Word because, brother, you need the Word.

Amen, amen… I appreciate you, Brother James, for coming up and just
sharing. You want to have a word or two—Amen. Where is the microphone?
And we got plenty of time. Just go ahead.

Brother James:

“There’s not a mic all morning that I don’t pray for every one in this
church. I go on my front porch and I pray to the east but everyone in
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this church. Yesterday, I’ve been with my wife and myself, being
cleaned off wherever our house is and I go back with them to their
great grandfather. He was a farmer. I was a little worrisome kid but I
go down there and hang around him because I never knew my
grandfather and I made him my grandfather. I made him my
grandfather and he loved me. I love him. And the first time, I could
still see the greatness in his moustache, the Asian in his eyes, the hat
that he wears, how tall he was. I could remember everything about
that man. He was a god-sent man.

He was a minister himself. And I asked, when they asked him, “Can I
bale hay?” He said, “No, you don’t know yet. You’re not still a man.” So,
okay, I put and baled a hay. And a smile came across his face that’ll
last me for a lifetime. He will always be with me. I have his
grandmother’s lawn chair sitting on my garage right now. Blessed am I
in the midst of this family. Their mother came to me right where she’s
sitting at, tucked her finger, and put it in my chest and she said, “This
is your home. This is where you belong and this is where I am and this
is my home.”

One other thing when I awakened this morning that was on my mind
was the worry maze. You know, you get into a maze and you trail
around, trying to get out of it. And so, many of us are in that maze. I’m
in that maze but now, I can begin to see the light and I see what I see
and I love what I see because I don’t believe in God. I know that there
is a God. There is a God. And with the help of God, I get out of that
maze. I’ll be right in the midst of God’s creation and the thing that
Papa A.K.A Reverend – had prayed for me to become.

And with that, I would just like to say thank you and I love every one
of you all and I thank you and I’d like to say this about the young lady
sitting right here. When you sang the song this morning, my wife and I
was coming up from Barnesville and we heard that song, and even
before that, every time you sing, my feet goes loony and that’s probably
why. I was talking about that song that said, “Got ants in my pants. I
don’t need the dance.” I thought, “That was where I got fire on my feet
and they got to move.”

And with that, I would just like to thank everyone of you all for
accepting me and just thank the Pastor and, mother, for being a part of
my life, and God bless you all. Amen.

Amen. Look at that. He looked just like Johnny Barnes minus the beard.
Amen. We should appreciate that. And I did order some of the DVDs for those



of you who want to get a copy or perhaps give it to someone. It actually has
several other of his short documentaries on. I do have just a very small
limited supply in the resource center for those of you who’d like to get a copy
of Matt Maurice’s DVD or you can go to www.mattmauricefilms.com on the
Internet and order it.

But you notice what he said, he said “he prays for everyone in here every
single day” and that even begins just even – See, Job’s situation was not
turned around until he prayed for his friends. He was going through all this
stuff and all of the time, Job was simply talking about his situation and why
did God not change his situation until he prayed for somebody else – until he
became the blessing and he moved into the mentality of the brought blessing
instead of “Lord, get me out of my stuff. Lord, deliver me” but he prayed
“Lord, help my friends.” And when Job prayed that, then God turned his
situation around.

One of the commands that I have every day, God says, “Help someone
everyday.” And no matter how big or small it is, I have to help somebody
every day in one form or another. And just that command keeps me from
being so self-centered and it has to be someone who’s outside of my family. I
can’t just be helping my own children or my own wife. No, that’s a natural
responsibility. There’s got to be someone where it’s not yours. Help someone
every day and by doing that, it changes mentality so it leaves for a segment of
the day. I cannot be focused on what I want, what I need in my stuff. I’ve got
to focus on someone else. And when we can change that mentality, it changes
a joy within us.

There’s an unlimited amount of love and help that you can give someone else
but it’s just so much you can get on your own. It’s just unlimited. So, I hope
that we can heed and hear and understand what God has in store for us as
we understand that Secret Verse of Contentment.
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