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How things will respond to you in life will depend upon how you’ll respond to them.

Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. And today is 
part three of the sermon series called The Battle. And all of us at one time or 
another and sometimes even constantly we will go through battles. Recently, this 
during this season was Veteran’s Day and Veteran’s Day is very similar to 
Memorial Day. It's the day that we take to honor those in the armed forces and in 
the military. And one day in the cemetery right around this season, a mother had 
taken her son to the cemetery and as they were there, the little boy saw all of these 
graves and had of all these flags on them. And the little boy asked the mother, 
“Mother, why all these flags on all these graves?”

And the mother explained to the little boy, “Those are the ones who died in the 
service.” And the little boy looked at his mom and asked, “And so was that the 
Sunday morning service or the Thursday evening service?” So hopefully, none of you 
are going to fall off to sleep today and die into service. But in part three of The 
Battle and part one it was subtitled Know Your Enemies. And to be able to 
understand truly who was your enemy and who was your friend to understand and 
to know your enemies.  Part two was called Know Your Weapons. We fight not 
against flesh and blood but against powers and principalities. It’s as important for 
you to be able to put on the whole armor of God and to know your weapons and that 
was in part two.

And just to kind of reiterate that, I was in Arizona not too long ago. I'm kind of a 
natural person. I go out into nature quite a bit and I had gone hiking way back in 
the woods. And Arizona has some places where you can drive from miles and miles 
and miles and miles and not seek anything. And I was back up in the woods and I 
actually stopped at a park station and they had an exhibit there dealing with hiking 
because a lot of times where a lot of hikers, some people would die hiking. And they 
had in the exhibit the most dangerous thing that you would face on a hike.

Now if I ask some of you if you went deep in the woods, what would be your enemy? 
What would be the most dangerous thing that you would face?  Some of you, “Oh! 
There’s a bog. That bog ain’t going to bother me.” This is a wasp for those of you 
watching on television and I know some of you are looking at and see this is a part 
of life, folks. And this wasp because is not here by accident, a matter of fact he 
matches my suit. See, find the good parts about life and most of the stuff to be 
honest about it, how things will respond to you in life will depend upon how you’ll 
respond to them. See the wasp is not going to bother me as long as I don't bother 
him.

See, if I get scared and go into hiding and shaking, it will scare and shake the wasp. 
In a minute when you couldn’t stand here like this little wasp on you in peace. I’ve 
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just got to tell you that I am a man of nature so you can sometimes be in the middle 
of nature and if you're mind is at peace, animals and even insects sense your spirit 
and they know when you are afraid. They know when you are upset. They will 
respond to you and they will sting you because your spirit is out of wet. So if your 
spirit -- and this is no accident. When your spirit is at peace, that’s why you have to 
know your enemies, know your weapon. Peace is a weapon against the enemy. And 
when you have peace you’d be surprised they can’t hurt you, stuff can’t because this 
stuff won’t bother you when you have peace. 

Stuff will not bother you and I see the thing about it. The wasp was bothering you 
are more than it was bothering me. Some of you I was saying, “Oh my goodness! Oh 
whoa!” And I'm standing here with the thing crawling in all me and it's not even 
bothering me. It’s where your mind and spirit is, it will determine where your flesh 
goes so that’s just an example. But I was in the park station and they had an 
exhibit the most dangerous thing that you will face in a hike and if I ask some of 
you, “What's the most dangerous thing?” Well somebody will probably, snake. You 
know snake is out there, a one snake. Well, what about bears? They ain’t got bears 
on it but bears, that was not the wolf.

What about coyotes and wolves and all in mountain lines, all of that kind? Well, 
about even starving to death? What if I got lost in the woods and I would stumble -- 
what about water? All those things, they're real but none of that stuff was the 
number one danger that hikers would face. The number one danger is about back of 
what? What's that? That’s all right. And you’ll say, “And, and.” Say is this bothering 
me? Well if it's not bothering me, maybe he’s just drawn to the suit of whatever the 
case is. People, that’s all right. It is emblematic of the world. We need to be the light 
that draws the world to us. But when they come to us they have to fill a spirit that 
is conducive to making them change.

The number one thing that is the danger to most people who go on a wilderness 
hike, the number one thing is hypothermia. Number one thing that’s liable to kill 
you. You get lost out in the woods and at night, the temperature drops severely. You 
get lost in the woods and you freeze to death over night. Number one thing. So the 
number one thing going out into the woods in Arizona, the number one enemy is 
hypothermia. The number one weapon against hypothermia is a blanket. They 
suggest that you carry in your backpack. Hey fellow. They suggest that you carry in 
your backpack.

And you understand? This is a matter of spirit. They suggest that you carry in your 
backpack a blanket. Now some of you like they're just -- people this is no accident. 
It's no accident. Now see, he is just as at peace. I'm just as at peace. It is absolutely 
no accident. Unless sometimes you have to ask yourself, “What's the worst that can 
happen?” What's the worst that can happen? The worst that can happen is what? 
This thing, is that going to kill me? No it may hurt a little bit but that’s the worst 
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that can happen. Some of you get so upset. We get so excited. We lose all of our 
piece and the worst that can happen is not even that bad. So this fellow is here as 
an example to how your spirit needs to be.

He’s here as an example of how you're spinning. You saw what happen didn’t you? 
Nothing is wrong with my hand. Nothing is wrong with my spirit. That’s not my 
enemy. My fear would have been my enemy. And had I have been afraid, had I have 
been shaky my fear would have been my enemy. So the number one friend, the 
number weapon if you're out in the wilderness hike is a blanket. And they suggest 
you carry a blanket that has an aluminum shield on it. But you know the other 
word for a blanket? It's called the comforter. It's called the comforter.

And there will be times, people see, the reason I can handle this and this was not in 
the sermon but sometimes God will send some stuff and just wouldn’t -- I wouldn’t 
figure on a wasp is coming being in the sermon. But years ago, I’d get up every 
morning at five o’clock for my prayer. In years ago, I was there early in the morning 
and I felt a cricket crawling on me. I turned on the light, there was a cricket. I 
flicked it off the glass says, “Look you need to be able to understand the difference 
between that which is simply a nuisance and that which is danger.”

You know that cricket can't bother yourself. I want you to sit there in peace and 
don't bother that cricket and let that cricket crawl on you, without it bothering you. 
Some of you have got crickets in your life. Do you understand what I mean? You’ve 
got crickets that can't hurt you but it irritates you. And because it irritates you, you 
can't have peace because you're dealing with some crickets.

God sends us Jesus so I have to go away so I can send the comfort. When you have 
the comfort and you can deal with crickets, you can deal with wasps, you can deal 
with all of these kinds of stuff, most of even in nature won't bother you if your spirit 
is right. But our spirits is sometimes so much in turmoil. We lose it and we become 
hurt because we are not in tune.

God sends us a comfort. So if you're ever out in the wilderness and even in the 
wilderness of life, number one thing you need is a comfort. The number one thing 
and I want to just talk to day on the time I have left from the wasp. But that's -- 
and you see to be honest about it, that's what most of you all are going to remember 
more than anything I'm going to say today. You know the pass is still a day and a 
held out his hand and I was mad and -- he didn’t even know. They don’t get to ask 
the main thing you’re going to remember today.

But you need to remember that because you’ve got some folk out there just will 
sting you to know it. They will hurt your feelings but they can only hurt your 
feelings because your feeling is so sensitive and you are aware about it. If you get 
your spirit at peace, folk can’t sting you. So that wasp was sitting here on a -- he 
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was not my enemy. Part 3, is that you need to know your allies. You need to know 
your enemy, you need to know your weapons and you need to know your allies. Your 
number one ally is the comfort. Your number one ally is the Holy Spirit. And when 
you got the Holy Spirit with you, all you can handle, all kinds of stuff, I believe I 
have a saying now that the fundamentally I experienced a miracle a day. I literally 
do.

It's just stuff having in my work everyday. It looks like it's a miracle everyday. And 
people, when you start to know just like I've already have my miracle today, that 
was the wasp. That was absolutely a miracle today, but some of you wouldn’t see 
that as a miracle. And oftentimes miracles are miracles not because they're miracles 
because you have the vision to understand and to see a miracle.

So when you're able to open your eyes and just see it to understand I say I have a 
miracle every single day. I walk with angels. I walk with love with that angel. I 
walk with them everyday. And when you walk with them, you're able to see some 
things that you wouldn’t see without it. So number one is the Holy Spirit. Number 
two, your human allies and you usually choose your human allies, Proverbs 24:6 
says, "For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war, and in multitudes of 
counsellors there is safety." Let me put this on a broader point where it’s clear. "If 
you walk with the wise, you'll not walk anywhere foolish." If you walk with the 
wise, you will not walk anywhere foolish. By wise counsel thou shalt make war. If 
you’re around people who are wise, they will tell you when you got to fight a 
situation and when you need to stay in peace.  They will tell you.

Now there are some instances whereas it maybe some bugs on most telephone 
because the bug maybe dangerous to me or whether there's some things in nature, 
you just have to deal with. I am a man of peace but I'm prepared for war. Do you 
understand the difference?

I am a man of peace, that's why in the second of this series, I brought my little -- my 
old pastor Dr. (00:13:55). He's used to have to go and check the buildings at night. 
And he would say he would take his comforter with him when he had to go and 
check the buildings and wouldn’t talk to me about the Holy Spirit. So I brought last 
time, I brought to show to another type of weapon and comforter but I am a man of 
peace but I'm prepared for war.

And when you walk with wise counsel, wise counsel will keep you in peace and only 
tell you to go to war under two conditions. "When you must go to war and when you 
can win the war." When you must go to war and when you can win the war. And of 
your human allies, there are fundamentally three different types, those who will be 
with you by your side, those who will be under you and those who will be over you. 
Those who will be with you by your side primarily that’s your special friends and 
relationships, oftentimes when I'm praying over young people so many times I'll 
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hear God speak. They're heading on the wrong direction because they’re running 
around with the wrong crowd of friends.

They choose their allies and their allies don’t provide wise counsel or wise 
instruction in life and they take them to a different level. There are those who will 
be over you and that makes a huge difference. Do you know why you will work and 
for ladies, when you choose a husband who is biblically supposed to be over you and 
that's not the case in the modern world right now but whole lot of things out of 
where. But when you choose the person who will be over you, do you know that will 
make a huge, huge difference in your life?

When you choose to work, and who you choose to be your boss makes a huge, huge 
difference in your life. Is the bug back? Oh, the bug is out there I see. You all need 
to get the anoint? Let me anoint you on how -- Let me just-- Lord I pray right now 
that these folks over here, they'll be able to handle insects and bugs and locusts and 
stingers and all kinds of things, creepy, -- do you know God gave you dominion over 
all that the creepy, crawly fly things of the earth. He gave you dominion so he gave 
you dominion, take charge and take dominion, don’t let little beady things of life 
mess up your spirit and mess up your whole world.

But first your ally, you choose who you work with. You choose who is over you and 
you choose oftentimes who’s under you, men you choose, you’ll choose a wife. You 
know that's the one with the biggest decisions you'll ever make in your life if not the 
biggest decision. I've got a big poster out of my wall by Jackson Brown. He's got 25 
Rules of a Joyous Life. His number one rule is choose the right person to marry. You 
know if you choose the wrong person to marry, you get a whole world of issues that 
hardly even the other 24 things to fix. Choosing the right person to marry is one of 
the most, it's probably the second most important decision over choosing the right 
God to serve.

Choose the right person to marry because you become allied with that person. Now 
when my father met my mother he told my mother, "If I can just get one person to 
think as I think, to stand by my side, he said there is nothing that we cannot 
accomplish." And my mother said, "You then found". And my father was able to do 
all of the great things that he did because of who he chose to ally himself with. So 
know your allies.

And sometimes people the choices that we make, they don’t show up for years. But 
yet, they affect us and they begin to affect us almost immediately. I'm going have to 
cut out a lot of things because of the bug who got sent. And see I view everything in 
life like that, that bug was not here by accident. For because of the bug who got 
sent. And I'm one of just -- you know my son Christian is -- he's working on 
completing his CD, my wife has been working with him, and there was an artist, 
whose -- he's a secular artist but my wife say, “Christian kind of like his style of 
singing.” And the fellow's name was Bruno Mars, I listen to Bruno I haven’t even 
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heard of him. I listen to him. I like the way he sound. So anyway, one of Bruno 
Mars' songs particularly related to my message today and choosing your right allies 
and knowing your allies.

The Holy Spirit and Jesus when you got them by your side, there's nothing you 
cannot accomplish was in your destiny. And there's nothing that can truly affect you 
when you truly have them in your heart. But Bruno Mars on his latest CD, his first 
song is called "Grenade". And as I listen to the song, you see Jesus relates himself to 
us as he is the bridegroom and we are the bride, it's like a love story. Now most of 
our modern songs that they deal with love in one form or another but that's the way 
Jesus say he relates to us. He said, I am the bridegroom and the Church is the 
bride. So it's a love story but when I listen to the words of a secular artist, it kind of 
hit me more than any other gospel song because it talked about some serious love.

Do you know Jesus has some serious love for you? But this song just -- let me just 
read it some of the words. “Easy come, easy go, that's just how you live, oh. Take, 
take, take it all but you never give. Should've known you was trouble from the first 
kiss. Had you eyes wide open. Why were they open? Gave you all I had and you 
tossed it in the trash. You tossed it in the trash, you did to give me all your love is 
all I ever asked. 'Cause what you don’t understand is, I'd catch a grenade for you. 
Throw my hand on a blade for you, I'd jump in front of a train for you. You know I'd 
do anything for you. I would go through all of this pain, take a bullet straight 
through the brain. Yes, I would die for you, baby but you wouldn’t do the same. If 
my body was on fire, you would watch me burn down in flames. You said you loved 
me, you're a liar, 'cause you never, ever, EVER did, baby.”

And as I heard this song, I thought about the love that Jesus has for us. You got to 
know your allies, you got to know who's on your side. And I thought about the love 
and they didn’t have necessarily a lot of the modern weapons, they didn’t have 
grenades back then but as Bruno Mars put it, here he had a love for a woman that 
he was willing to die for. I catch a grenade for you, throw my hand on a blade for 
you, I jump in front of a train for you, take a bullet through my brain for you.

Jesus said, "I will hang on a cross for you. Get nails through my hands and feet for 
you. Wear a crown of thorns for you. But you won't do the same for me". So it stuck 
so heavy and so strong and it was kind of this Bruno Mars was perhaps singing to 
this woman and a lot of singing of songs that come out of real experiences. It was 
kind of like John 21, Verse 15 where he says, After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me more than this?" "Yes Lord," Peter replied, "you 
know I love you." "Then feed my lambs." Jesus repeated the question, "Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?" "Yes Lord, Peter said, "you know I love you." "Then take care 
of my sheep". Jesus said the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter 
was hurt that Jesus asked the question the third time. He said, "Lord you know 
everything, you know that I love you." "Then feed my sheep."
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I would take a grenade for you. Fall on a blade for you. Stand in front of a train for 
you. Take a bullet through my brain for you. Do you love me? Do you, do you, do you 
love me? You need to ask yourself who you love. And you need to understand in the 
Bible the allies that you have. And you have an ally who will stand by you and take 
a grenade for you because you already is.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 
need the word. Amen, amen, amen.
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