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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 
 
(Applause) 
 
Today of course, we’re in a special celebratory holiday season and there was a story 
of a man. He was driving in a small southern town and there he noticed a nativity 
scene. And he could see from the nativity scene that great skill and great artistry 
went into preparing and making it. But there was one thing that just didn’t make 
sense to him. He noticed that the three wise men, they were all wearing firemen’s 
helmets. He said, “What in the world do the wise men -- what business do they have 
with firemen’s helmets on?” It just puzzled him. 
 
So, he poured into a convenient store in a small town and he went in and there was 
a lady at the counter and he said, “I just got to ask you.” He said, “Your nativity 
scene there were Jesus in the manger and the three wise men.” He says, “One of the 
most beautiful ones I’ve ever seen, but what I don’t understand is what are the wise 
men doing with firemen helmets on?” 
 
The lady looked and said, “You, Northern Yankees, you just don’t ever read your 
Bible, do you?” Then he said, “Well, I know the Bible pretty good.” He said, “But I 
just don’t remember anything in the Bible about the wise men with firemen’s 
helmets on.” And the lady said, “Didn’t you read where it said the three wise men 
came from afar?” (Laughter) And even in this season as we all give gifts -- you all 
are just getting that huh? 
 
As we give gifts to our husband, he bought his wife a beautiful, beautiful diamond 
ring for Christmas. A friend asked him and said, “I thought your wife wanted one of 
those nice pretty four-wheel drive vehicles?” He says, “She did but where in the 
world I might going to find a fake jeep?” 
 
(Laughter) 
 
And for those of you who got legal problems, it was Christmas day and the judge 
asked the prisoner, he said, “What are you charged with?” He said, “I’m charged 
with doing my Christmas shopping early.” The jury said, “Wait a minute, doing your 
Christmas shopping early -- that’s no offense. How early were you doing your 
Christmas shopping?” He said, “Before the store opened.” 

(Laughter) 

(Applause) 

We’re going to be studying today from the Book of Matthew, second chapter. This is 
a story of course of doing this season as repeated so many times. You know it will. It 
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begins with Matthew Chapter 2, beginning at the first verse, the New King James 
version. 

"Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has 
been born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and have come to 
worship him?" When Herod, the king heard this, he was troubled and all of 
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 
the peoples together, he inquired of them where Christ was to be born." So they said 
to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus, it is written by the prophet, but you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah are not the least among the rulers Judah, for out of 
you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel. Then Herod, when he 
had secretly called the wise men determined from them what time the star 
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the 
young child. And when you have found him, bring back word to me that I may come 
and worship him also." When they had heard the king, they departed. And behold 
the star which they had seen in the east, went before them until it came and stood 
over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceedingly great joy. When they had come into the house, they saw the young child 
with Mary his mother, and fell down and worshipped him. When they had opened 
their treasures, they presented gifts to him gold, frankincense and myrrh. Then 
being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 
departed for their own country another way." 

I want to talk to you today from the subject of the fourth gift. Now the wise men in 
some translation called them magi. History actually, they don’t know who they 
were, so some translations called them wise men, some called them magi, some 
called them astrologers. They don’t know who they were. All they knew was that 
they were from the east and they had great knowledge. And when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented gifts to him, gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Now what I want to do today, this is actually -- many of you have never seen or 
actually smelled frankincense and myrrh. In this little container, for those of you 
who are listening electronically instead of watching on television, in this container, 
I actually have crystals of frankincense and myrrh. This is what it looks like. And 
what it is used for is just as what it was used back in the old days. They used it to 
make things smell good. 

In the modern, you actually burn the frankincense and myrrh incense. But to do 
that, you have to put it on one of this little charcoal disk and you light it, and the 
disk burns and it lights and it burns the frankincense and the myrrh. So, you will 
not only get a chance this morning to hear about frankincense and myrrh, you’re 
actually going to see it and you’re actually going to smell it as the smell of it goes 
over the sanctuary. You can see the smoke as it rises here. 
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But, this is the way they did in the temple of old and this is what they actually 
brought to Jesus. This is gold. You see it here in this jar. This is actually a real gold. 
We used it to put in the oil that we used to anoint people at the business anointing. 
God spoke and He said, "Put actual gold in the oils, so we have this gold powder, 
this gold dust." We actually mix it up in the oil and we anoint people at the business 
anointing, the businessanointing.com on January 1st at 8 a.m. each year. So I 
wanted to actually bring to you and let you see just the gifts that the magi, the wise 
men brought Jesus and just let you smell the gifts. And each of the gifts, they have 
a meaning. 

Gold, now most of the deep theological people talk about how gold -- really, it means 
royalty when they brought things to the king or to royal people, they brought gold. 
So they said, the deep theological meaning of gold, it refers to the royalty and the 
royal lineage of Jesus and all of that is true, but sometimes we can get too deep. 
Gold is money. Bottom line gold is money. And wise men understood that you 
needed some money. How many of you all here needs some money? Do you know the 
wise men 2000 years ago concurred with you on that? Men of great insight, great 
deepness, great wisdom, great understanding, great training and education, they 
came to the conclusion that you need some money. 

So when they brought the gifts to Jesus, when they opened up their treasure, the 
first thing they brought out was gold. The Bible doesn’t say what form the gold was 
in. Then you know because gold is gold. It didn’t matter whether it’s gold bars, it 
didn’t matter what is gold dust. It didn’t matter whether it’s gold nuggets. It didn’t’ 
matter whether you got a gold bracelet. Gold is gold and gold represented money 
back then. It still represents money today even though U.S. currency at one point, 
every dollar you have was backed by gold. 

Now we have gotten off the gold standard years ago, but even our money it was 
called legal tender and what tender meant, tender means to give in exchange. It 
meant that if you gave them money, they will give you the gold. And because they 
will eventually get off the standard and you been getting to carry the paper, but at 
one point, the gold, the literal gold was our actual money. So, beyond all of the deep 
stuff, first thing they brought Jesus was gold, which represents money. And you 
know, if you got gold, you can buy some frankincense and myrrh. 

Frankincense was as highly valued of commodity and somewhat rare. The Jewish 
people had a common use for frankincense that was directly connected to the 
worship of God. In the temple, the Jews prayed before the altar of incense which 
was always kept burning. The substance on that altar that was burning was 
frankincense. When frankincense is burned, it gives off a sweet smelling white 
smoke, and the smoke rising from the altar of incense represented the prayers of 
the people rising to God in heaven. The only use of frankincense for Jews was at 
this altar and it was reserved for the worship of God. 
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You all take just a deep with this. Let me put it out here where you can get a look 
closer to you so you can actually smell the frankincense. In the temple, it 
represented the prayers of the people going up to God and they had to have a sweet 
smell, because they didn’t want stinking prayers going up to God. Do you know that 
sometimes we can pray some stinking prayers? Sometimes we pray prayers of hate 
and prayers of vengeance and prayers of destruction. Sometimes we pray some 
stinking prayers. They didn’t want stinking prayers going up to heaven. So it 
represented a sweet smell rising up to the nostrils of God. 

The gift of myrrh seems perhaps the most odd of the gifts, but myrrh was extremely 
valuable and had a number of uses. The most common use was a perfume. 
Sometimes myrrh might be used in the homes of the wealthy to create a pleasant 
fragrance. But normally, it was reserved for special circumstances. One of the most 
common uses of myrrh was to spice bitter wine so that it became palatable to drink. 
But the major use of myrrh was for burials. Myrrh was placed on the cloths used to 
wrap bodies for burial to help prevent the smell of the decay following death. 

So, the wise men knew that you needed money. They knew you needed -- prayer is 
going up to heaven and the myrrh covered the stench of decay. See, Jesus came to 
cover all dead stuff. He came to wash all this stinking stuff clean. So, the wise men 
brought to Jesus things which were symbolic. 

The pastor used of the title of this message is called the Fourth Gift. Those were 
three gifts and those gifts were important, but none of those gifts were the most 
important. The most important gift is the one often that we will neglect the most 
and we don’t even mentioned it in the gifts, but it is right there in the word as plain 
as the day. Matthew Chapter 2, Verse 11, “When they had come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary, His mother and fell down, and worshipped Him.” 
They brought the gift of worship. 

Now the first thing they brought, they brought it, they fell down and there were 
four things involved in this fourth gift, which was really the first gift. First of all, 
they came into the house. 

Psalms 122:1 says, "I was glad when they said unto me, 'Let us go into the house of 
the Lord.'" They came into the house on this day to worship Jesus. You need to come 
into the house. They came into the house. They could have never worshipped Jesus 
if they didn’t go to where Jesus was. They came into the house. And the wise men, 
they had a long journey. No one knows exactly how long it took the wise men to get 
there, but some of the scholarly estimates are -- it took them up to two years to 
travel from where they were to get to there. 

See all that smoke? Now if you’re not here, this is -- some of it is getting through 
your nose and you’re coughing and stuff like that you know -- and I don’t smoke. I 
generally cannot stand cigarette smoke. See, cigarette smoke will make me cough 
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but this is a sweet smelling smoke, I can stand this all day long. Sometimes we can’t 
stand so -- you know, this is a -- and sometimes the Word of God is like that with us. 
Word of God gets in our noses or something. 

The Word of God can -- see people, sometimes we think that the Word of God is just 
always so pleasant. “Oh I see a breakthrough coming.” Big money coming out on the 
road for you tomorrow, that’s -- you know sometimes, the word most of the time, the 
Word of God is not quite late. “You need to straighten up child.” -- “You need to stop 
that mess you're doing.”  

See sometimes when the Word of God comes, it’s not as sweet smelling to our carnal 
mind, but oh how pleasant it is unto our spiritual mind. So, this is what was in the 
temple of God and that’s why I wanted you to just experience it. Most of you have 
never even smelled frankincense and myrrh. You’ve never seen it, but sometimes 
you heard it in the temple how they would have the glory cloud. Sometime there 
would be a real cloud in there, because they were burning incense and the incense 
all -- so it was a real thing, but they came into the house. 

Second thing, they saw the young child with Mary, His mother. To really worship 
Jesus, you have to be able to see Jesus. Now I’m not talking about necessarily a 
physical apparition or manifestation but you really have to be able to see Jesus. 

Do you remember the movie Avatar? And in Avatar they had a saying among the 
natives of the planet Pandora that when they really understood the person’s heart, 
when they really understood their motive and motivation, they would say, “I see 
you.” It didn’t mean I am looking at you with my eyes. Now I see what you are 
about. I see your purpose. I can feel your heart and I can feel your spirit. They saw 
the young child. And from that, they could feel the purpose and the destiny of what 
Jesus was sent here to do. Third thing, they fell down. 

Now, some translations say they kneel down. Some translations say they bow down. 
Most of translations say they fell down. There’s a difference between kneeling and 
bowing and falling. 

Sometimes to see Jesus, we have to fall down. And I wish it were not so. But in so 
many of our cases, I am like that myself. To be honest about it, I pray hard when I 
am in trouble. I don’t know about you, but I pray sometimes real -- if things are just 
going great and I have no issues, no problems. And sometimes, I spend an hour a 
day praying. It’s a long time. But if I got some stuff going on, I mean some stuff like 
the smoke. If I got some stuff going on, prayer becomes so much easy. I can pray a 
little. My alarm clock goes off and my hour’s up and I say, "This isn't going 
(00:18:40). Well, I got some -- taught you about." 

You see, sometimes to see Jesus we have to fall down. Or in many cases, we have to 
be knocked down. Some people, the only time they can look up to Jesus is when 
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they’ve been not flat on their back. So, the wise men fell down. And that is a 
principle of humility because you will never see Jesus and you are all that. You’ll 
never be able to meet God with a stiffneck and stuck up. You’ve got to fall down. 
You’ve got to bow down. You’ve got to kneel down if you really want to come into the 
presence of God. 

God spoke something to me so see -- I was away and then I just heard him speak. 
He says, "I’m going to take you to a certain point, but you got to get in position." 
And I said, "What do you mean position?" He said, “Look at the word itself. And in 
the word itself, just the phonetics of it is my meaning unto you.” And I looked at it 
and the first word was (00:19:49). "Blessed are the poor in spirit." It means 
(00:18:40) then I said (00:19:55) sit, I own. And I began to see some things. I will sit 
my spirit. My anointing was seated on those who are humble. You have to fall down. 

So, the wise men understood that they had to go to the house. They had to see 
Jesus. They had to fall down and then they worshipped him. They gave him gifts, 
but worship is powerful. 

On today, I was sitting there at my desk at home, and my children opened the door 
and walked in and they all said in unison, "Thank you, daddy. We love you." And 
just hearing the voices of the children did more for me than any gift ever would, but 
that was like worship. That was adoration. And, that does more. It does more for 
you to have. Somebody said, "You know, I just really love spending time with you. 
Every minute with you was just so precious and so sweet than for someone to give 
you a solid gold washed in my head." 

Worship is a spirit. It is an attitude. One of adoration and humility and respect and 
love, they fell down and worshipped Him. It's the fourth gift. And so often, if we’re 
asked, "What gifts did the wise men bring to Jesus?" We name those three 
beginning with the gold, but we forget about the fourth which was really the first. 

People, on this day, men are so corrupted this day that it is all about the gold and 
it’s not about the worship, that’s why churches have to close down on this day, 
because it’s all about the gold, and you need the gold. The wise men knew that. You 
need the gold but it was not first. First was the worship. It was the fourth gift that 
was truly the first gift. 

Jesus is waiting on us just to fall down, to come into His house, to see Him, and to 
just worship him. And people, when you put yourself prostrate before God, prostrate 
before Jesus, humble yourself and just worship Him. It takes so much of the 
burdens in the world off of our shoulders. Just to say, “Thank you Jesus. Thank you, 
Jesus. Thank you, Jesus." We get so much -- 

We just came back from Africa. We spent over a week there. Oh, we got so much, we 
got so much, we got so much, we've got so much and you don’t understand how 
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much stuff you’ve got. God has blessed us so, so, so much. And our prayers are to be 
going up in prayers of worship not prayers of begging. Prayers of worship and 
prayers of thankfulness, not complaining about what the stuff we think we’re 
missing but just praising God for all that he has granted us on this day. 
 
People, I wish all of you not just a Merry Christmas because Christmas is just a 
day. I don’t really wish all of you a Merry Christmas. I wish you a merry life. It's a 
whole different understanding of that. I don’t wish you just a Merry Christmas. I 
don’t want you to be happy on Christmas and say at December 26 go and now you’re 
trying to figure out how to pay the bills for all these stuff. I don’t want you to have a 
Merry Christmas and an unhappy next 364 days. I wish you the day of merry life. 
But to do that, you need to understand that fourth gift and put it first and you need 
to worship Jesus. 
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause) 
 
Amen. Amen. 


